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PREFACE. 



For four hundred years, France was at war with Eng- 
land, and for four hundred years the power and influence 
of France increased : for twen^-five years the two powers 
have been allies, and for twenty-five years the glory of 
France has lost its brightness, and her power has been 
diminished. Powerful and respected so long as she re- 
sisted the encroachments of her rival, she has received 
nothing but insult and qontempt since the inglorious treaty 
of alliance has been formed. 

Happily, such bonds are broken. The treaty of the 
15th of July was the signal for the divorce of this unnatu- 
ral union. But in this divorce, France has felt all the 
shame of repudiation : and that the lesson might be thor- 
oughly learned, the ministry which depended for its per- 
manence upon the happiness of this English alliance, has 
been the first victim of its rupture. We ought, however, 
to be grateful that it hastened a separation, demanded by 
the nature of things. 

Among the vast conceptions of Napoleon, the greatest, 
undoubtedly, was the gigantic plan of a continental block- 
ade, the only effectual method of retaUation against the 
univeiaal and insupportable ^r«any of the Enf^ish govern- 
ment, which had ootraged the world by. its perfidies. It 
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4 PREFACE. 

was a measure of morality, as well as one conducive to 
the public safety : the honor of nations was protected, and 
their peace preserved, when they had no conununication 
with a power which sustained war by corruption, violated 
peace by intrigue, and disgraced both peace and war by its 
artifices. England, imprisoned in the seas which surround 
it, was pointed at by the world as an infected plague*spot, 
which ought not to be approached. Concentrating its vices 
in itself, as in an immense lazaretto, it would have per- 
ished had nations listened to the voice of Napoleon, who, 
on this point at least, was the organ of civilization. There 
isy however, stiU time to do this. It is justified by new 
transactions, it is deserved by former crimes. 

The Criminal History of the English Government re- 
quires neither declamation nor hyperbole. The facts speak 
for themselves. To narrate, is to accuse ; to read, is to 
condemn. In these hideous annals, where every page is 
a blot, and every line an injury, we are embarrassed only 
by the fecundity of crime, and the richness of the subject. 
Let us not, however, be misunderstood : we shall not pre- 
tend that the English people are accomplices of the gov- 
ernment. Such an accusation would be too general, and 
to it we must make exceptions. Nations are responsible 
only in proportion to the degree of liberty they enjoy. 

We wish, however, to oppose that criminal oligarchy 
which Napoleon cursed on his death-bed ; we wish to hold 
up to the execration of every people, that odious commu- 
nity of feudal merchants, which has systematized pillage, 
-aiid made a tradition of deceit 

We extend our hand readily t6 the people of Britain, but 
Ike wstoen^y wkioli hoM* them endkained in pompous 
•laveiy arasl be overAvown. 
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.PREFACE. • 5 

Hitherto^ succesa has fteemed to reward broken faitb, 
and jttstUy dishonor. Those greedy calculators who specu- 
late in politics, and make a brokerage business of diploma- 
cy, display with pomp their ill-gotten wealth, and insult 
virtue by the magnificence of their unusual fortune. Will 
not a people arise to avenge the nations ? And will France, 
always the aid of the oppressed, will she now refuse to 
succor Providence ? 

In former times, when Uiis same England swerved from 
the paths of Christianity, and returned slowly to Saxon 
Paganism, it was from the borders of France that the sol- 
diers of the sovereign pontiff departed. The time has 
now come to chastise these degenerate Normans, as it was 
done in former times. England has violated the rights of 
all nations, and has thereby put herself out of the paie of 
justice. May the banner of the European crusade be 
unfurled against her ! May every nation and city repeat 
the sacred cry ! God wills it ! Never was excommuni- 
cation more deserved : and when the colossus of clay shall 
crumble beneath the blows of an indignant people, never 
in the history of empires will a larger ruin present a more 
instructive lesson. 



Digitized 



by Google 



Digiti 



zed by Google 






CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER I.— IKELAITD. 

• P«ge. 
Introduction - • 9 

I^— From the first invasion to the Reformation^! 168-1609 - - 10 
n.— From the Reform to Charles 1.^1509-1625 .... 14 
III.—- From Charles I. to William of Orange— 1625-1688 • • 20 

IV. — From the time of Queen Anne to the Union of Great Britain and 

Irelaiid--170i--1800 - 27 

y.— Union and Emancipation— Actual state of Ireland— 1800-1841 • 46 

CHAPTER II.— Wak 91* Amekican Indefevdencs. 
I. — Allies of the English— Savages, Hessians, and Negroes • - 61 
II.— Ravages and cruelties— New York prisons — Old Colon— Jnlia 

Smith - - - - - -59 

CHAPTER lit.— The Indies. 
I. — History of Pondicherry — Recall of Dupleiz — Capture and Re<K;ap* 

ture of the City— Vandalism of the English— 1754-1793 • • 10 
II. — ^New persecutions of the Euglish — Imaginary conspiracies — ^Per- 
fidy of their conduct at the peace of Amiens — Bad faith after the 

final Restitution- 1793-1816 • - 76 

III.— Orighi and progress of the English power in India— Rain of the 
Mogul power— The contests between the Hindoos and Mussul- 

men 81 

IV . — Col. dive — Conspiracy of the English against the Soubah of Ben- 
gal, Surajah Doulah— His defieat and assasmnation— ViUany of 
CoL CUve— Misery of the Indian*— AooustUonof CUve befoM^the 

House of Conmious — His acquittal 87 

V. — Government of Warren Hastings 98 

VI.— Hyder Ali and Tippoo Sultan 123 

CHAPTER IV^Malta - 143 

CHAPTER V.-NAP«ys 166 

CHAPTER VI.— P»ANCB. 
I.— Revolution — The English Government calumniates the French 
Revolution — ^It attacks the allies of France— It organizes the Co- 

alition— Treaties of Pilnitz and Pavia 174 

II. — Acts— Hostility of the English Government against France, before 
any declaration of war— Pitt continues his system of calumny in 

regard to the Revolution 178 

IIIv— Recall of the British Ambassador from Paris— Secret Negotia- 
tions with Dumouriez — ^Pitt provokes a declaration of war - • 181 
I v.— EflTorts of England to form a coalition against France in fbreSgn 
countries— Pitt wishes to defame the French— Plan of Burning 

and Assassination hi the Republic 185 

v.— Toulon 190 

VI .^Means of comiptioiiuied by Pitt's agents • -196 



Digitized 



by Google 



8 CONTENTS. 

Page. 

VII.— Subsidies granted to Prussia to maintain the coalition • . 196 

YIII. — Assassination of the Baron of Goetz — Austria again joins th6 
coalition 197 

IXw — La Vendue — Quiberon 198 

X. — The English Government continues to defame France— It organ- 
izes consphracies among the Royalists-^ Affairs of Brotier and 18e 
Fmctidor - -_- - .- - - -,- 203 

XI.— Assassination of the French Plenipotentiaries at Rastadt— Viola- 
tion of the Convention of D'Elarich — Assassination of Kleber— 
Second coalition formed by England • - • • -305 

XII.— Consulate — ^England refuses Peace— English Conspiracy— Infer- 
nal Machine — Peace of Amiens — ^Violation of the treaty by Eng- 
land - 209 

XIII.— From the commencement of the Empire to the Present period 212 
CHAPTER VII.— The Chifese War. 

I. — ^History of the Commerce of Opium— Effect of Opium on the Hu- 
man System— Double purpQ^e of England in extending the taste for 
this drug among the Chinese • - 215 

II. — Prohibition of the Opium trade— Real motive of the Chinese Gov- 
emment -.^ 227 

III.— History of the Rupture — The English Government declares war 
against China— Its bad faith - ^ 229 

IV. — Commencement of the Campaign against China — Capture of Chu- 
san — Barbarity of the English — Bombardment of Amor • -234 

y. Suspension of Hostilities— England again breal&B the peace - 237 

CHAPTER VIIL— Ehqlawd. 

1.— Internal policy of the British Govermnent— Oppresmon of the peo- 
ple by the Aristocracy — Pauperism -.--.. 242 
CHAPTER IX.— ToBTUEEs or pbisowem op wAn. 

I.— Hulks of Chatham : . . . 268^ 

11.— Hulks of Cadiz 266 

III.— St. Helena 268 

CHAPTER X.— War in itue.of peace — ^violation of the riorts 

OF NEUTRAL NATIOira 271 

CHAPTER XI.— Canada. 
I. — Persecutionsof the Canadians by the English - - - -280 
II —Resistance is organized— The English authorities excite insurrec- 
tion — ^Destruction of the Caroline, and massacre of the crew • 287 
in. — ^Mission of Lord Durham— Deceitful amnesty - - - - 290 
IV. — Second insurrection— Executions— Pillage and Burnings - - 292 
v.— <;onduct of England towards Canada since the end of the Insurrec- 
tion • - 294 

VI.— Disastrous effects of En^sh policy hi the Provinces adjacent to 

Canada - ' - - - - 295 

Conclusion - - • 297 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE 

CRIMINAL HISTORY 

OF THS 

ENGLISH GOVERNMENT. 



CHAPTER I. 

IRELAND. INTRODUCTION. 



The bUtory of almost every nation teaohes thai war 
has been a means of intellec^ai development, rather thtat 
an engine of destruction : invasion, by bringing men vio* 
lently together, Has formed between them social bonds 
which they would not have accepted without this powerful 
intervention, and most frequently great conquerors have 
done tnuch to advance civilization. In Ireland, war has 
been unattended with recompense ; invasion has produced 
only a dissolution of the social ties, and conquest has 
served but to establish barbarism. 

We have to read over annals different from everything 
else taught by history, to relate crimes without precedent, 
unparalleled atrocities, and inhuman deeds of cruelty. First, 
bloody battles, where victory has no future $ furious en- 
counters, which leave nothing decisive, except carnage; 
then a legal persecution, a judicial assassination, the tor^ 
tores of a subtle process : no longer victories in the field 
t^ battle, but triumphs in courts of assize ; no one of those 
noUe deeds which serve to exeuse war, but a combat by 
decrees, an invasion by eonstaUes, a spoliatioik by judges. 
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10 IRELANP. 

The law is^ stripped af its sanctity aad changed into an 
instrnment of war, and the law-book becomes a catechism 
of immorality ; honors are paid to informers, encourage- 
ment is given to family discords, and rewards are offered 
to the parricide. The manufacturing industry is destroyed 
by prohibitory duties ; agriculture is ruined by a partition 
of farms ; the extorti<xis <^ landholders are superadded to 
the exactions of the goremment ; and finally religious mar- 
tyrdom is added to political martyrdom, a Protestant inqui- 
sition is established, a hundred times m<|re intolerant than 
that of Torquemada, and the cottage of the Catholic peas- 
ant is sold to pay tithes to its inquisitors. These are the 
exploits by which England has signalized her rule over 
Ireland — these are the glorious titles of this commercial 
government, which, even in her tyranny, may defy com- 
petition. 

Time brings yelief to every sufferer : in every country 
civilization assuages some pains, and dries some te^s. 
But in Ireland time has wrought no change ; civilization 
has taken nothing from the executioner, has given nothing 
)to the victim. Like Ixion on his wheel, the Irishman 
passes uninterruptedly through the same succession of pains, 
meeting a torture at every point of the circumference of 
ages, and contending vainly in a bloody circle, which 
always brings the same agonies. 

L — FROM THE FIRST INVASION TO THE REFORMATION-— 

116S-1509. 

It is worthy of remark, that . Pope Adrian IV., who, in 
the name of the Church, invited Henry II. to the conquest 
of Ireland, was by birth an Englishman. It seems that 
from the very first, the hatred of the Irish for every one of 
English descent may find' its justification even in the per- 
son of the sovereign ponlifi^, who gave the signal for per- 
secutian. It was not, however, tiU twelve yeaia afterward, 



Digitized 



by Google 



IRELAND. n 

that the Aug lo*Norm«aB inrftded Irelftnd, upon the invita- 
tion of Dermot, king of Leinst^, who had been driven from 
his estates by Roderick O'Connor, supreme chief of Erin. 

To his call responded Robert, son of Stephen, then 
Richard Strongbow, connt of Pembroke, with a numerons 
suite of Norman chevaliers.* These formidable warriors 
soon restored Dennot to the possession of his eetatee. 
Their large horses cased in iron, their lances eight cubits 
long, their cross-bows and coats of mail, gave them an irre- 
sistible superiority oyer the Irish, who were mounted on 
small horses, and who had as means of attack thin javelins, 
and for defensive armor only light wooden bucklers and 
long tresses of hair twisted and pendent from each side <^ 
the head. 

But these f<»midab}e allies soon assumed the language 
of rulers. Thus, when Dermot, who had conquered by 
their aid, requested them to return to England — *^ What 
do you ask 1" said Robert to him ; ** we have left our dear 
friends and our much-loved country ; we have burnt our 
vessels ; this was not done with the idea of flight ; we have 
already fought your battles at the risk of our lives ; and 
now, come what will, we are destined to die or live here 
with you." 

Other adventurers soon came and joined those who had 
first disembarked, and then most cruel robberies and mas- 
sacres commenced. The first vassal of the Anglo-Normans 
was the very Dermot whom they had come to assist ; their 
first possession was this kingdom of Leinster which they 
had come to protect. 

* The Anglo-Normans then proceeded westward, and drove 
before them the inhabitants, who, after inefifectual attempts 
at resistance, emigrated in crowds,^ and took refuge in the 
mountainous countries situated beyond the river Shannon. 
The invaders divided among themselves the lands of tl^e 
fugitive Irish, and when the latter were compelled by fam- 
• Haamer's Chronicle ; Auguttin TJiierry ; De Beaumont. 
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Hie to return, the Anglo-Normans recfeired them as serik 
upon die soil of their own fields.* 

The invasion, however, was arrested by the courageous 
defence of the chiefs of the west and north ; and although 
jnasters of the east and the fiouth, the adventurers were 
obliged to cover the territory they occupied with fortresses, 
to protect themselves against the continual uprisings of the 
oppressed Irishmen. 

The conquered territory was then called the paUy on ac- 
count of its numerous palisades and fortifications ; but these 
palisades were often overturned by the heroic efibrts of the 
natives, and in terrible contests, the Irish poured forth their 
blood in torrents, which the cruelty of their conquerors found 
inexhaustible. During four ages of constant warfare, the 
invaders were confined to the Pale, notwithstanding the 
reinforcements sent to them from England ; and they con- 
tinued seemingly encamped in an enemy's country rather 
than peaceable possessors of a conquest, the beginning of 
which had been %o easy. 

We must say also that the English kings endeavored to 
keep up hostilities, and to prevent any alliance which might 
give repose to Ireland. For in every period, in the middle 
ages as well as at present, the English government has al- 
ways acted the part of an oppressor. As soon as amicable 
relations began to be established between the Anglo-Irish 
and the natives, the kings interfered, and if they^ could not 
again cause a commencement of hostilities, laws were pass- 
ed which separated the one from the other, and kept them 
constant strangers to each other. In the reign of Edward 
I., however, the native clans, who found that the English 
establishments were encroaching upon them, an4 therefore 
that it was very important to conciliate them, offered of 
their own accord to terminate the war by submission, and 
demanded to be considered as objects of England. But 
the term subject would have bestowed upon them the bene- 
* Augusthi Thieny ; Spenser's State of Ireland. 
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lltsof thA ED^Iiali law, woidd ^^gufeHiam Agpantit tbe con* 
Btant ^nd regular depredations of their powerful neighborsi 
and the official title of servitude was refused, Wt it should 
become a title of {»rotectioBL. 

^ Formidable iasurrections responded to tpanny which 
jM> longer sought disguise ; and. then came royal «rmies, 
who understood the practice of massacre and confiscalioa 
by wholesale, better than the barons. 

At every insurrection came new troops of EngUah adr 
Tenturers who were in nei^d of lands ; and every, poor and 
fuined nobieman sought to repair his fortune in a country 
where murder and pillage gai^ a title to property. 

The Irish had tiried scdbmission, but to no effect $ th^ 
had resisted^ but inefTectually ; they now had recourse to 
the last resource of the oppressed, emigration. Many left 
their desolate oounUy to eke out on the continent a less 
cruel existence. But this act of despair was soon foibid- 
den. ;A law of Henry lY. ** forbade the Irish enmmes to 
leave the country.^' They were not wanted as subjects, 
but were kept as slaves. 

This invariable system of hostility and oppression soon 
descended to the children of the ancient colonists, who had 
adopted a wiser policy than the government, and who by 
commerce, marriage, and alliance, accustomed the natives 
to peace. This abnormal tranquillity was soon interrupted 
by royal laws. 

It was ordained that every Norman or Englishman by 
birth, who should mdrry an Irish w<>man, or should assume 
the Irish dress, should be treated like a native of Irelsmd, 
that is, should be a serf both in person and property. There 
were royal ordinances in regard to the dressing of the hair 
And beard ; every man having a moustache after the manner 
et the Irish, or wearing any many-colored garment, might 
be lawfully killed. Every Euglish merchant who traded 
with the Irish v^ls punished by the confiscation of his goods, 
and every frishmsn who was foimd trayelliag in that part 

2 
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of the itland iiAalnted hy the Anglo-Neramm, was regard- 
ed as a spy. The grand council of the Irish barons and 
chevaliers, who, like those of England, assembled annually 
in parliament, were regarded nearly with as mueh hatred 
and contempt as the national assemblies held by the na- 
tive Irish upon the summits of the hills.* By an ordinance 
of Henry VII., Parliament was forbidden to assemble with- 
out the approbation of the king, and even then it could 
only vote upon propositions drawn up in England. Thus 
this union of the colonists, called the Irish Parliament, was 
not permitted to have an independent action, lest it might 
be beneficial. The impulse of the evil took its departure 
from the government, and it appeared excessively jealous 
of this horrible commencement. The colonists, who had 
received the law, might depend upon it ; the native could 
not call upon it for defence ; for him it was only an instru- 
ment of vengeance. If he dared to accuse, it was referred 
to its judges ; if he was accused, he was obliged to appear 
before an Englii^ tribunal, and prompt justice was render- 
ed to the paria. 

II. — FROM THE REFORM TO CHARLES I. 150^1625. 

r 

The Irish had been declared enemies hy the English 
law, as we have already seen in the ordinances of Henry 
IV. I and it is the only article of the English law, says 
Thomas Moore, to which they have remained constantly 
faithful. From that time, they repelled with holy anger 
the men, the laws, and the institutions of England. The 
term English was the greatest offence in the vocabulary 
of their injuries. 

Some opinion may then be formed of their just indigna- 
tion when the English armed themselves with a new form of 
tyranny, termed the RefomuOion; when those who had robbed 
diem of their property, their houses, ani their country, 
• AagatOn Thierry; imeient Iriah Histariet. 
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wished also to despoil tbem of t&eir religion ; to torture 
tbeir soids as they hsid t(»tiired their bodies, and to diita 
them away from the belief of their fathers, which alone 
-had consoled them under so much misfortune. A benefit| 
if offered by the English, would hare been received with 
distrust : what reception, dien, eould be given 10 that wcntsI 
of bad actions, apostacy ? 

Deq>otism became nKMre furious, and resistance mare 
obstinate. In vain did Protestant faoaticism tear open the 
bleeding wounds of Ireland. National hatred strengthened 
itself with religious hatred, and persecutions imparted to 
the victim a new degree of vitality, which fatigued the 
executioner 

Elizabeth, who was equal to her father in her concep* 
tione of wickedness, resolved to conquer this obstinate re* 
hellion. Her plan of pacification^ was very simple : it was 
to exterminate the natiyes. Her idea is found in this re- 
mark of one of her intimate counsellc»:s : '* If we under- 
take," said he, '< to restore to this country order and civili- 
zation, it will soon become powerful and rich^ The ii^b* 
itants might then think of being independent. It ought, 
therefore, to be our principle to. keep the country in a state 
of confusion ; for so long as Ireland is lacerated by internal 
dissensions, she will never attempt to detach herself from 
the crown of England."* These words express the policy 
which was constantly followed in regard to Ireland. And 
no one of Elizabeth's successors has forgotten this lesson* 

This advice was soon followed by action. One of the 
most powerful chiefs of Munster, Count Desmond, who 
(Ally asked- to live in peace with his powerful neighbors, 
was obliged by ocmstant provocations to revdt. Then com* 
menced the work of destruction, and the whole country 
waa soon changed into a frightful desert. '* This province," 
says a contemporary author, *' which was heretofore rich, 
very populous, and fertile, covered with green pastures, 
• iietten of Sir H. Sidmy. 



Digitized 



by Google 



1^ IgpiANO* 

cimjjBf fund herds of cattily, is now d^erted and barren j it 
bears no fruit ; there i» no grain m the fields, no cattle in 
the pastures, no birds in the trees, no fish in the risers ; in 
short, the curse of Heaven on this country is so great, that 
you may pass through from one extremity to the other, and 
you rarely see a man, wpmai^ or child."* 

Another eye-witness remarks : *^ Although this prorince 
was ej^tremely rich and fertile, yet in a few months it was 
neduced to a scene of desolation, and its inhabitants to a 
state of misery unexampled in histwy* These unfortunate 
people came from the recesses of the woods and from the 
depths of the valleys, crawling upon their hands, for their 
legs could not support them i their features were those of 
death, and their voices Were like those of spectres f^m 
the tombs. They lived upon the carcasses of animals which 
had been Ipft in the roads to die, happy when they could 
find them, andlhey were often obliged to dig up dead bodies 
to gorge themselves with fetid fiesh. When they found a 
spot of cresses, or even of trefoil, they crowded to it as to 
a festival. But these herbs were soon exhausted, and in a 
short time neither roan nor beast was found in this country, 
formerly so rich and beai[tiful."f 

Famine succeeded so well in the province of Munster, 
that it was applied systematically in Leinster and Ulster. 
The soldiers received orders to destroy the grain in the 
fields, to burn the harvests in the bams, and to leave the 
inhabitants no m^ans of subsistence. The chiefs set them 
the example. The governor of Carrickfergus, Sir Arthur 
Chichester, marched at the head of his troops and burned all 
the vegetation for twen^ miles around. Sir Samuel Bag^ 
sal, commander at Newry, followed his example. Famine 
was the political remedy for all the evils of Ireland, and h 
was found ^to be the most expeditious mode of pacifying the 
country. 

In propcvtioiias the desolation extended itself, the revok 
• HoUiDgshead ; De Besmnoiit. f C^esier's 8tat« of Iraland. 
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increased. But Elizabeth and her friends found this a new 
source of profit. One of her ministers told her that a pofr- 
erful chief, O^Neal, was suspected of revolt. " Do not be 
uneasy^" replied she, " but inform our friends that I shall 
have new lands for their disposal." 

And in fact six hundred thousand acres of land were 
confiscated in the province of Munster alone, and distribu- 
ted to the English, but with the express condition that the 
new possessors would not permit a single farmer of Irish 
origin to live on their lands. The ancient inhabitants Of 
'the soil, being dispossessed of their domains, sought an 
asylum in the wUds and forests, and on the rough and un- 
cultivated mountains of Ireland.* 

The murderous action was so well performed, and (he 
triumph of desolation so perfect, that Lord Gray, governor 
of Ireland, wrote to the queen that " her Majesty would 
soon reign over only ashes and dead bodies.** Elizabeth 
had a inedal struck, with this legend : Pacata Hihernia, 
And in fact all the powerful chiefs t)f Ireland were killed ; 
the clans were dispersed or extinguished ; the Celtic feu- 
dality was conquered ; and then was commenced upon the 
people a war in detail. _ ^ 

The succession of the Stuarts imparted some hopes to 
the Irish, it being generally understood that these princes 
favored Catholicism. James I. soon undeceived them by 
issuing the following proclamation : " His Majesty having 
learned that his Irish subjects have allowed themselves to 
be deceived by false reports, and that his Majesty would 
grant them liberty of conscience, and the free exercise of 
their religion, his Majesty declares to his dearly beloved 
subjectrof Ireland that he will admit no such liberty of 
conscience, nor any of the acts mentioned in these false 
reports,'' &c. &c. 

The king was faithful to his promise ; the exercise of the 
Catholic religion was severely prohibited, the priests were 
* De Beaumont ; Leland. 
2» 
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banished, and teniUe were the chastisements reserved for 
those who gav« them an asyluxn. All the Catholics were ^ 
d>liged to attend every Sabbath the Protestant service, 
and, by a refinement of persecution, Catholics of high rank 
were selected as spies to denounce those o( their brethren 
who did not worship at the Protestant churches. Those 
brave men who refused to take part in this infamous espion- 
age were thrown into prison, and subjected to heavy fines. 

But the most odious character of this reign was the 
hypocritical legalization of the pillage, aided by the as- 
sistance of the tribunals. This sophistical king, who was 
pleased with the chicanery of law and theology, exercised 
the subtleties of his mind in making a legal war upon the 
Irish. Under pretence of rendering to every one his due, 
he established a general investigation into all the titles of 
properly : and as these titles were obliged to be in con*- 
formity to the English law, most of the heads of Irish fami- 
lies, who held their lands only by tradition, were driven 
from their possessions, which were annexed to the royal 
domains, or were bestowed on lords who came from the 
borders of the Thames or Clyde. Those who had titles, 
saw them contested by lawyers, who came in crowds to 
sustain the righis of the king. Throngs of pettifoggeris 
travelled about through cities and country, verifying and 
contesting titles, deciphering parchments, and disputing the 
right to property. 

To add to the cruelty of this legal mockery, the decision 
of contested cases was intrusted to a jury. But every 
juryman who did not decide in favor of the crown was im- 
mediately thrown into prison. In one case, by this method 
of intimidation, an entire county was annexed to the crown. 
In 1611, a commission was instituted to examine the rights 
of his Majesty to the county of Wexford. The jury re- 
sponded to the royal claim, and gave a verdict of igno- 
ramus ; that is, against the crown. The commissioners 
refused to accept the verdict, and summoned the jurymen 
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before the court of exclieqaer. fiwe of diem, faayiag per- 
sisted in their decision, were iioprisoiied by order of the 
qommissioaera.* In the same way, under preteict of a 
coB^iracy, which, for the firilt time perhaps in Ireland was 
Imaginary, six entire parishes of Ulster were annexed to 
the crown. - 

More ^i^n five hundred thousand acres were thus placed 
at the disposal of James ; and as he did not wish to forget 
his countrymen in the division of his favors, the Scotch 
were invited conjointly with the English to share the con- 
fiscated property. From this period dates the Presb3rteriaa 
colony, which founded the city of Londonderry in the north. 
Finajly, to prevent the Irish from concealiiig their misery, 
they were chased from the woods which had aerved them 
for an asylum, and they were compelled to live in the 
plains. 

The indigenes, says Leland, were driven to the woods 
and mountains by the cpliHustsof Elizabeth, and had foimd 
there natural fortresses, of which they to^ possessimi. 
Here they lived in obscurity, strangers to the halHts and 
arts of agricultural life, upon the spoils of the chase, and 
the milk of their cows. As their numbers increased ill 
spite of their misery, they soon became formidable, be« 
cause^ being concealed, they could conspire and {dot against 
the English in secret and with impunity. 

James, who dreaded secret enemies, obliged hie new 
colonist to reside in the woody and mountainous parts of 
the co^ntry, while the native poptdation was driven from 
them and compelled to wander in the plain, where it wai 
more easily exposed to the mercy of its oppressors. One 
of the most dangerous instruments in the hands of ^s 
subtle king was the Anglo-Irish parliament. This colonial 
parliament had been hitherto considered only as anlmpedj^ 
ment by kings who preferred to aj^al to the power of 
tbe|r swords. But James, who kMned^disputations rAhf¥ 
«Ulaad. 
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than cooteats, understood tboronghly all the advantage 
whioh he could derive from a slavish constituency. Profit- 
ing by the good exan^lesin England, he created a number 
of rotten boroughs, which elected ail the civil and military 
officers of the lord-lieutenant of Ireland. When repre- 
sentations were made to him in regard to this subject, he 
answered by buffioonery, verifying the old provetb-^the 
bigger the fool; the more he laughs. 

in. — -^FROM Charles i. to william op orange — 1635- 
1688. 

Charles I; had, as the executor of his will in Ireland, 
one of those energetie despots whos^ acts necessarily lead 
either to absohUe power or to the scaffold^ — Wentworth, 
aft^wards known as Lord Strafford. He was as cruel as 
Elizabeth and as cunning as James, and combined the two 
systems of oppression. He availed himself with equal 
dexterity of the powers of the man-at-arms and of the man 
of law. 

One province of Ireland had hitherto escaped confisca« 
tion, anid na English colony had as yet been established in 
it, to wit^ the province of Gonnaught: Strafford resolved 
to do homage to his sovereign by despoiling this province 
for the king's benefit, and to do away with an exception 
which served as a bad example. He assembled his forces 
and toc^ up his line of march, followed by an army of 
bailiffs and a troop of soMiers. The first were designed to 
iabify the law, the others to do it violence. The former 
proved, by dli the arguments of legal logic, that Gonnaught 
belonged to the king alone, and the others scrupulously 
eatecttted the decisions of this high tribunal, and impressed 
upon all a salutary terror^ which curbed all opposition to 
the law. la the county of Galway, however, Strafilbrd met 
^4I# an obstinate resistance ; aoxd tio less than a dozen 
juries were called to decide between the inhabitants who 
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wished to keej^ their lands^ and the crown who wished lo 
take thero.* 

Strafford understood thoroughly the importance of the 
triumph in this first public discussion. Every pains was 
taken, and neither promises nor threats were spared, and 
yet, notwithstanding all these efforts, Jthe juries decided 
against the pretensicms of the crown. 
' No language can paint^ the fury of Strafford when he 
heard this verdict. By hi& own authority he impqsed a 
fine of a thousand pounds sterling on Sheriff Darcy, who 
was guilty, as he said, of summoning an evil-disposed jury. 
He even arrested die jurymen, and brought them before the 
star chamber of Dublin, where each one was compelled to 
pay a fine of four thousand pounds sterling, and to dediare 
before the lord deputy, not only that his opinion was erro* 
neous, but also that he had* perjured himself. They all 
energetically refused to submit to this humiliating decreet 

While the minds of mei^ were still terrified by these acts 
of violence, a new jury was called together by Strafford, 
which decided that the county of Galway, like the rest of 
Connaught, had always belonged to the king* The confis- 
cation was then complete, and all the Irish possessions 
were seized. The history of the government of Strafford 
is only a constant series of such outrageous acts of vio- 
lence, that they served as the basis of an accusation which 
brought him to the scaffold. Among other misdeeds, his 
accusers, state that he said publicly that ^* Ireland was a 
conquered nation, and might be treated by the king as he 
saw fit." This was certainly the first time that English 
judges considered the oppression of Ireland as a crime ; 
and one can form some idea of the enormity of the exces- 
ses, when their recpllectipn was useful to the anger of^ its 
enemies. 

The royal master of Strafford, however, already pun* 
ished in the person of his minister, was alarmed bjr l|bP 
* Da BMomciit. f Iceland; Liagard ; I>e Beam no nt. 
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terrible lesson, and now turned his attendon towards the 
Irish people, who had been so unworthily sacrificed. Fi- 
delity to misfortune ought to be found in a nation alwayB 
unfortunate. From this time, he attempted to cover the 
past with oblivion ; every project of colonization was aban- 
doned ; and even the Irish were assured that the idea of 
tt^ng their lands Juid never been entertained. But as Beau- 
mont remarks, with much truth, — " From the time that 
Charles I. ceased to persecute Ireland, and abandon the 
leading feature of the age, which was to convert it at any 
price to Protestantism, he was no longer king of England.** 

We may add also, from the time that the Irish undertook 
the defence of the king, they declared by that that they did 
not recognise him as the representative of the English gov- 
ernment. Besides, they were Royalists rather by circum- 
stance than by sympathy. Resisting the cruel fanaticism 
of the Puritans, they found, natural allies in those cavaliers, 
who were contending against the same enemies. 

New and less practised provocations were still necessary 
to excite a rebellion, from which some greedy Protestants 
wished to profit. It is well known that the parliamentary 
government, faithful to the traditions of preceding govern- 
ments, obliged the Irish to embrace revolt as a refuge against 
greater evils. One of the lord justices of Irelsmd, Sir Wil* 
liam Parsons, went about proclaiming everywhere that the 
Catholics must be utterly exterminated. Sir John Clot- 
worthy exclaimed in Parliament that her papists mu^t be 
converted with the Bible in one hand, and the sword in the 
other. The Puritans, masters of the king and of En^and, 
proclaimed a crusade against modem Babylon. Ireland did 
not wait for an invasion, and in October, 1641, a general 
insurrection broke out. Those ancient proprietors whom 
James I. had driven from their land, then returned and de-^ 
manded their property from the Protestant colo^es. In 9l- 
^My days, in the province of Ulster alone, O'Neil, leader 
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df the lebemoB) found himself at the head of 30,000 sol- 
diers. 

It is remarkable that in these first moments of xeactioBi 
and in the ma^ssacres of the Protestant colonists, not a 
Scotchman was slain. The Eng^h were the only ene- 
mies, ^nd the insmrgents swore not to lay down their arms 
mitil Ireland was freed from its oppressors. England re« 
i^onded to this oath with a loud cry of vengeance ; pariia- 
ment ordered Uie destruction of the Catholics ; an act waa 
passed by government, to pursue the Irish both on land and 
on sea, and to kill them wherever they might be taken. 

Faithful to these instructions, the captain of a vessel 
named Swaidey, having seized a ship in which he found sev- 
enty. Irish fiying towards the Continent, tied them back to 
back and threw them into the sea. At Philippaugh, a 
tendred Irish prisoners were shot by the Scotch. Another 
troop of Scotch, garrisoned at Carriokfergus, invaded a poor 
district termed the Island of Magee, the inhabitants of which 
had taken no part in the rebellion, and cruelly massacred 
the whole population. 3000 individuals, men, women, and 
children, were thus inhumanly butchered. In another part, 
Colonel Matthew massacred 150 peasants, whom he ha3 
tracked into the woods, as if they were hares. 

The English parliament sent an army of 50,000 men to 
execute its cruel orders, and the lord justices, commission- 
ers of parliament, gave the soldiers the following instruc- 
tions :— : 

Order to attack, kill, massacre, and extinguish, all the 
rebels, their adherents, tlM»ir connfcxitma and accomplices ; 
to bum, destroy, devastate, pillage, consume, and demolish, 
all places, cities, and houses, where the rebels have been 
assisted or received ; all the crops, wheat or hay, which, 
may be found Chore ; to kill and destroy all male individu- 
als^ and all capable of cazrying arms,^ who may be found in 
the same placets* 

• Lingaid. 
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To pay the expenses of the war^ patliament jHroenred as 
a loan a large sum of money, for the payment of which the 
property of the Irish Catholics was made responsible. Two 
millions five hundred thousand acres of land were hypothec 
ested to those who speculated on the price of blood. 

A civil contest then commenced in the bosom of Ireland, 
which presented all the characters of a war of savages. 
Burning and pillage were the watchwords of both parties ; 
the prisoners on both sides were assassinated; but die 
gOYemment had set the example. 

Finally, the Irish umted with the Royalists, and became 
masters of all the forts, and nearly all the cities of the king- 
dom, but as yet there was no end to the horrors of anarchy. 
The English and Scotch Presbyterians, although beaten 
<m all sides, had yet force enough to ravage and destroy ; 
«id this was done so thoroughly, that in many provinces 
the people were restored to their primitive state, and wan* 
dered about the country with their tents and their herds, 
stopping wherever they could find water, grass, and wood. 
Some counties were even so wretched, that, to use an ex- 
pression of the country, there was not water enough to drown 
a man, wood to hang htm, nor earth to bury him. Immense 
portions of territory remained uncultivated and desolate, and 
Uie traveller was obliged to carry provisions for his jour* 
ney with him, as if he had been travelling through a desert. 

This horrid state of things lasted for eight years nntil 
the coming of Cromwell, armed, as he said, with the exter- 
minating swQrd of Gideon. The cruelties of this ferocious 
conqueror far exceeded those of the Presbyterians who had 
preceded him ; upon his memory rests the obloquy of all 
the iniquities of this period ; and yet his army, so cruel in 
contest, was the first English army that observed 9. strict 
discij^e in Ireland, and respected the inoffensive inhabi* 
tants. Thus, this Cromwell, who had massacred for &w9. 
days uninterruptedly the brave population of Drogheda, 
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hung two of his doMiers in the presence of biis atmy, for 
seating two chickens from the* cabin of a poor Irishman. 

Hef, however, ptqrsned his work of extermination widi 
fierce activity, in which he was seconded by a neVv auxili- 
ary, the plague. Nothing could resist this double scourge. 
Ireland was rendered pacific when it was depopulated. 

The whole soil was now divided like a domain legally 
confiscated. Those merchants who had advanced fOndte 
for the war were paid, and the remainder was distributed 
to the officers and soldiers. Ireland became a fund to dis- 
, charge ail the claims of the conquerors ; it served to pay 
the immense debt of the civil war, and to satisfy the avidity 
of the army,* 

The plague, famine, the scaffold, and the battle-field, had 
' not yet had enough of victims. The Catholic population 
was still in the majority. Other expedients were now 
adopted. A thoue^and young girls were taken from their 
mothers, and transported to Jamaica, where they were sold 
as slaves. In this manner, 100,000 persons were trans- - 
ported. 

But death and transportation did not do the work fast 
enough ; there were still too many Catholics for the safety 
of the English. It was then resolved to expel tliem in a 
mass. Three of the four provinces of which Ireland is 
composed, were reserved exclusively for the Protestants ; 
the Catholics were banished to the fourth. This province, 
the last asylum offered to the remains of the proscribed 
nation, was Connaught It is separated from the rest of 
Ireland by the river Shannon, and presents a vast country, 
which had been entirely desolated by the plague and by 
massacres. By an act of parliament, the Catholic Irish 
were obliged to proceed to this province on a certain day, 
under pain of death, and their English rulers had the right 
of killing all who disobeyed, and even the women ^nd 
children- " To Hell or Connaughf was the laoonie order. 

* VUlemftin ; Histoire de Cromwell. 
3 
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These proscriptionSy however, were made after a terrible 
war ; these confiscations were ordained by a conquering 
enemy ; the acts of violence were explained, but not ex- 
cused, by religions fanaticism. But what was the despair 
of the Irish, when Charles II. assented to the proscriptionai 
against the partisans of his own cause, and sustained the 
confiscations of the Long Parliament ! On the death of 
Cromwell, who had robbed them, on the return of the kings 
whom they had defended, the Irish expected to be re- 
stored to their rights, and to the possession of their prop- 
erty. They regarded their rights as the same as those of 
Charles Stuart But Charles Stuart declared them reb- 
els, and legalized the conquest made by his Protestant sub- 
jects, the term he applied to Cromwell, Ireton, and Brough- 
hill. The only effect of the restoration was to place an 
official seal upon the pillage of their property, and to legiti- 
matize their sufferings. 

, The Irish Parliament, full of Protestants, sanctioned the 
royal decision, and the natives awaited a new occasion to 
revolt against England. This was presented when James 
was expelled by the aristocracy. For three years they 
battled manfully against their eternal oppressors, although 
receiving but little assistance from the king, whom they 
were defending against a wily antagonist. 

One remark of an Irish corporal, taken prisoner at the 
battle of the Bo3me, proves that they fought from national 
feelings, and not from any special regard for their monarch. 
" Let us change kings," said he to his captors, ** and, we 
will begin the battle again." 

Finally, the siege and capture of Limerick terminated 
the war. The Irish obtained an honorable captulation, and 
laid aside their arms lydder the guarantee of a solemn 
treaty, known as the *^ Articles of Limerick," which con- 
firmed to the Catholics liberty of conscience, and the en- 
joyment of their property. This treaty was solemnly 
ratified in England, and seded with the great seal of the 
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chancellor. But h was also violated. The Catholics w«re 
a^n persecuted furiously. The responsibility of this per* 
secution, in violation of the treaty, must rest entirely with 
the English anstoeracy, because WilHam III. often tried, 
but in vain, to protect the Irish ; he was obliged to close 
his eyes against the cruelties of his ministers ; and in 1692 
the English parliament complained, in their address to the 
king, of his too great indulgence for the Irish people, 

IV. — FROM THE TIME OP C^OEBN ANNE TO THE UNION 
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND 1-701-1800. 

At this period, legal persecutions were established with 
a violence which recalled the odious da3rs of Queen Eliza* 
beth. At this period was passed the infamous law entitled 
'* An Act to prevent the Increase of Popery.'' By this law, 
if the eldest son of a Catholic embraced Protestantism, the 
father was at once reduced to the condition of a " tenant for 
life," reversion in fee being secured to the convert, and to 
the detriment of his co-heirs. A Catholic was not permit* 
ted to be the heir of a Protestant ; a Catholic father was 
forbidden to educate his children and to be their tutor, but 
they were placed under the charge of the nearest Protest* 
ant relative, or of a tutor named by Ae court of chancery. 
A Protestant proprietor could not marry a Catholic female ; 
and, finally, no Catholic was permitted to purchase ground 
or to take long leases. The Catholics had nothing to do 
with the soil, except to labor on it ; they were, in fact, the 
agrarian vassals of the Protestants. 

Such was the code of morals formed by the Irish Parlia- 
ment, under the direction of the court of England. Every 
political event, even occurring out of Ireland, became a 
pretext for new cruelties upon the people. Thus the 
Scotch insurrection of 1715 acted against the Irish. . Ott 
Ais occasion, the parliament recommended the magistrates 
to act vigorously against the CalhoUc priests, unless they 
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wiaked to be declared eneiaies of the constituliun. In 
1726, it was ordained that ev^ry Catholic priest who should 
coasecrate a marriage between Catholics and Protestants, 
was guilty of a felony, punishable by death. In }744» 
the monasteries were abolished, the churches were closed, 
worship was forbidden, even the priests were pursued and 
trailed like wild beasts, and all the Catholics were dis- 
armed. In 1745, the Protestants became terrified by a 
new insurrection in Scotland^ and the propriety of a. gen- 
eral massacre of the Catholics was discussed in the privy 
council of Dublin. 

The fact that nolent persecution strengthens belief was 
seen particularly in Ireland. The Protestants, notwith* 
standing the reinforcements which they, were constantly 
receiving from England, remained always numerically infe- 
no% to the Catholics, and a starving population crowded 
around them. Even the oppressors suffered from the ad* 
vantages conferred upon them. If a Protestant landholder 
wished to dispose of his grounds, he could find no buyers^ 
because the Catholics were disqualified from purchasing. 
If he wished to increase the value of his property by a 
long lease, there were no lessees ; if he desired to loan 
his money on bond, he dared not lend it to a Catholic, for 
be was exposed to the danger of seeing his money pass 
into ikte hands of an apostate son, who might take it from 
his father by becoming a Protestant Finally, the Pro- 
testants saw ihek resources diminish crastantly, in conse- 
quence of the legal incapacity of those around them. AU 
business transactions were hampered with restrietimis, and 
the Protestant himself was most deeply interested in vio- 
lating laws which granted to him his odious privileges. In 
•very part of the kingdom, contracts were made secretly 
sad contrary to law. There was a legislation of contra- 
band, m whieh the whole nation became an accomplice* 
TIds, doubtless, was a remedy for legal wrongs, but the rest- 
ed w«a. very weak| fo anyone might be vicUniaed by th# 
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faithlesftness of the man with whom he had made an illegal 
contract. The father remained constantly e:(po8ed to the. 
spoliations of hie son ; the property of the Gatiliolies was 
nnsafe ; the life of the priest depended on those who knew 
his hiding-j^ace ; and marriages contracted contrary to law 
might be broken at any time. 

From this time, there were foond Protestants in th^ 
?an^8 <^* those who contended against English influence. 
The quarrel assumed a national character ; even the de- 
scendants of the ancient barons of the Pale — the colo- 
nists who were identified with the soil — were as load in 
their exclamations as the rude children of the Celts ; and 
the Presbyterians united with the Catholics to attack the 
English aristocracy which ruled at DnUin. 

In the Irish Parliament, hitherto mute and servile, were 
heard loud exclamations, and the ministry expended enor- 
mous sums to purchase a majority. This necessity of par*" 
chase was doubtless extremely disagreeable to England, 
who had so long commanded the votes gratuitously. In 
1785, Lord Claire, the attorney general, ^said in open par- 
liament, addressing himself to the of^sition — '< More than 
half a million has been expended within a few years to 
triumph over the opposition. You ask still more ;" — and 
his gestures seemed to add, *' You shall have it." 

On the other hand» at the same period, one of the mem- 
bers of the opposition most remarkable for his talents and 
incorruptible firmness, Grattan, exclaimed, ** You have no 
law of responsibility for your ministers, and your men of 
state laugh at that justice which spares the head and com^ 
promises only their reputation. And yet we have had in 
this country many bloody scenes : the aristocracy has had 
its victims, the church has had its^ victims, the people have 
had their victims — why not then the ministers % But h0n 
history presents a gap. In Ireland, Mr. President, you aro 
not anned with the axe, and that is the reason you have 
n(^ known a good ministry." . On another occasion, Grat- 
3* 
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tan exdaiined agtiast the English adniiiii«tratkm : ^ D^ 
you hefieve, then, thet the laws of this country can have 
any anthonty under a system like yours ? — a system ^i^eh 
has net only sultied. the ermine of justice, but has evea 
]Knsened the sources of legislation ? You have done well ; 
your purchased majorities may pass a law, but purchased 
niajorities cannot give authority to the law. Notwithstand- 
ing aU the assertions of your paid friends, I regard you all 
as the leaders of faction invested with authority." 

This language was uttered by a Protestai^t against the 
English authority. Another Protestant, a descendant of 
one of the Norman families, who was one of the esatly in- 
vaders of Ireland, Lord Edward Fitagers^.d, was still more 
energetic in his opposition. It was at the time that the 
French Revolution filled the world with agitation and the 
Irish with hope. 'These latter, like the revolutionists of 
Paris, had formed themselves into associations, the most 
numerous of which was that of the Untied Irishmen ; they 
had wganized a national guard. The Irish harps, suri* 
mounted by the cap of liberty, floatsid on their standards ; 
and their sympathy wi^ France was avowed as boldly as 
their hatred for England. On the 14th of July, 1790, the 
liMe of the French federation was celebrated with great 
pomp at Dublin ;. many addresses were sent from all parts 
of Ireland to the constitutional assembly ; and when the 
eoalicion of kings at Pilnitz declared war against France, 
the United Irishmen of Belfast voted money to aid the 
French armies. When the retreat of the Duke of Bnms- 
wiok was known, there were pnUic rejoicings in many tsd 
ihe dties, and the Utdted Irishman of Dublin sent commit- 
lees to ail the members of the society to celebrate this 
happy event. 

These manifestations terrified the government. The 
lord-lientenanl issued a proclamation to interdict the so- 
ciety. To give this proclamation more force, he submitted 
it to the sanction of parliameat. An address was therefore 
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proposed to the lord-lieutenant in the session of ^e 31st 
of January, 1793, in which the chamber approved of the 
proclamation, and c^ered its assistance to prevent the as* 
sembiages of the societies. The ptincipal members of the 
opposition, and Grattan himself, terrified by the republican 
language of the dubs, had spoken in favor of the address, 
when Lord Edward Fitzgerald arose. *'Sir,''*said he^ 
addressing the speaker, " I disapprove of this address en-* 
tirely ; for, in la^y opinion, the king has not in the idngdom 
a subjeqt more dii^oyal than the lord-lieutenant, and in this 
assembly members more evilly disposed than the m^mhefs 
of the majority.*' A. violent clamor then ensued; the cry, 
" To the bar !" was heard on all sides^; the assembly left 
their seats, and, during three hours of agitation, they at- 
tempted in vain to obtain a retraction. It was finally deci- 
ded that Lord Edward Fitzgerald should appear tb^ next 
day at the bar of the house. As the house went into secret 
session, the explanations of Fitzgerald are unknown, but 
they could not have been very humble ; for when the vote 
was taken whether his excuse should be admitte<f or not, 
4he proposition was rejected by a majority of sixty-fiv«. 
The destiny of Lord Fitzgerald was so singular, and the 
latter years of his life are connected so intimately with the 
history of Ireland, that a few words in regard to him wiU 
not be uninteresting. 

Edward Fitzgerald, fifth son of the Eariof Leinster, one 
«f the chiefs of the Irish opposition under George IL, was 
about ten years old when his father died. A short time 
afterward, in 1773, he was brought by his mother into 
France to Aubigny, which belonged to his maternal uncle, 
the Duke of Richmond. , There he spent the six most 
pleasant years of his life, and the constant afibction whidi 
he always OThiMted to France and to Frenchmen, was, in 
his opinion, only a debt of gratitude. 
^ He returned to England in 1779, and two years after- 
wards was appointed lieutenant in a regiment which was 
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ordered agaiast the Americana. Here he soon diatiagoiahed 
himself by his talents and courage, and took a very active 
part in every battle, until he was obliged to quit active aer* 
vice by a severe wound* Peace was concluded before hia 
recovery. It was, however, at this period that hia republi- 
can principlea became established, and it was in fighting 
against the cause of Liberty that he learned to die in her 
service* . , 

From the United States, Fitzgerald went to Canada, 
where he availed himself of the leisure of a-garrison life 
to visit the tribes of Indians. There, taking part in their 
adventurous existence, he passed with them through forests 
unexplored by Europeans, sharing their dangers and their 
fatigues, and finding, as he says, an inexpressible charm in 
the life of the desert. 

In 1789 he returned to London. Shortly after his re- 
torn, the Duke of Richmond, his uncle, presented him to 
Pitt, who oflered him the comnwnd of an expedition which 
was preparing against Cadiz. Fitzgerald accepted it ea« 
gorly.; but the next day, the Duke of Richnaond gave him 
to understand that the minister eipected to have the vote, 
which he could command in the Irish Parliament, as deputy 
from the county of Kildare, when Fitzgerald rejected the 
overture with indignation, declared that he would not ac- 
cept the command which had been offered to him, and the 
uncle and nephew separated in anger. 

For two years he attended to hia parliamentary duties, 
but the glorious events which had occurred in France had 
awakened all the ancient sympathies of Fitzgerald. With- 
out intrusting any one with his confidence, he went to 
Paris without the knowledge even of his mother, the Duch- 
ess of Leinster, who was ignorant of it until she receiv- 
ed a letter with this dat^ : '' Paris, Oct, 30. The first year 
of the RepuhUe?^ At the close of the letter he gave his 
mother the following address: ** Citizen Edward Fitsgerald^ 
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A few days afterwards, the foUowiag article appeared in 
the journals of Paris and Ixmdoa : — 

<< Yesterday the English residents of Paris assembled ai 
White's Hotel, to celebrate the victories obtained by the 
French armies over the coalition. Although the meeting 
was designed principally for the inhabitants of Great Bii« 
tain, it was attended abo by citizens of other comitries, 
deputies to the convention, generals^ and other oflScers star 
tioned at Paris. M. Stone was in the chair. 

" Among the toasts we remarked the following : — 

** * The armies of France ; may the example of the citi« 
zen soldiers be followed by all nations, until there are neither 
tyrants nor tyranny/ 

*' Toast by citizen Sir R. Smith, and Lord Fitzgerald : 
'May the patriotic airs, Ca ira. La Carmagnole^ La MarseU- 
ledsBj soon become the favorite music of every army, and 
may the soldiers and citizens shoat them in chorus.' 

" By General Dillon : * The Irish people ; may the govern* 
ment profit by die example of France, in order that revolu- 
tion may be prevented by reform.' 

' " Sir Robert Smith and Lord Fitzgerald having renounced 
their titles, the fcmnir proposed the following toast : *■ The 
prompt abolition of all hereditary titles, of all feudal distinc- 
tions.' 

We will here quote a letter written two days after to his 
mother ; it serves to show the feelings with which he was 
inspired by the noble efforts of the French nation. 

" Dear Mothbr— • 
" I received your letter yesterday. You are right in 
speaking of my joy at the capture of Mons, and of the sue* 
cessftil issue of the battle of Jemmapes. I was at the aa- 
sembly when the news of it arrived ; it was aa imposing 
•eene, like everythiiig else occurring here. Toa who 
know the French, can undeniUm4 it. I am enckaat^d with 
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tbe dignity with which they celebrate theiir saccesses; there 
is DO boasting, no arrogance. They refer all to the gran- 
deur and goodness of their cause, and seem to think of 
the good effects which this will produce in Europe, rather 
than of their personal glory. In lact, all the good feel- 
ings of the French stand out in bold relief, while, in my 
eyes at least, all defects hare disappeared. The city is 
very tranquil, the theatres and public walks are crowded. 
I see no changes except in the small number of equipages, 
the simplicity of dress, &c. &c.'* 

A few days after the date of this letter, Fitzgerald, being 
at the opera, observed in an adjacent box a young lady of 
remarkable beauty. He soon found that her name was 
Pamela Sims, the adopted daughter of Madame de Genlis, 
then citizen Sillery. Report said, and Fitzgerald's histori- 
an, Thomas Moore, asserts positively, that she was the 
daughter of Madame de Genlis and Philippe Egalit6. We 
know not if Fitzgerald was acquainted with this circum- 
stance, but, full of that enthusiasm with which the Irish ar^ 
so easily led away, he was introduced to the citizen Sillery, 
and in a month afterwards oflfered his hand to Pamela. 

But the marriage was celebrated at Toumay, because 
Madame de Genlis was then conducting Madame Adelaide 
her pupil out of France. The nynes which appear in the 
marriage contract are as follow : — 

" To all, &;c., &c., be it known, that before me, Fer- 
dinand Joseph Dorez, a republican notary public, resident 
at Toumay in Flanders, in the presence of the citizens Lou- 
is Philippe Egalit6 and Sylvester Mirys, present at Tour- 
nay, and the requisite witnesses appeared, Edward Fitz- 
gerald, aged about 29 years, generally residing at Dublin 
in Ireland, bom at Whitehall, London, son of James Fitz- 
gerald, Duke of Leinster, and of Lady Amelia Lennox, 
Duchess of Leinster, on erne part, and Citizen Ann Caroline 
Stephanie Sims, aged about 19 years, living in Paris, known 
in Franco by the name of Pamela, native of Fogo, in the Isl- 
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and of Newfocmdland} daughter of WUUam of Brixey^ and 
of Mary Sims, attended by citizen Stephanie Felicit6 Da* 
crest-Brulart^Sillery, known in 1786 as the Countess of 
Genlisj authorized by two depositions taken before the hon- 
<Mrable William Count of Mansfield, peer of the realm, and 
chief justice of England, both dated January 25, on the 
other part, &g.'^ 

The following signed the original documents : Edward 
Fitzgerald, Pamela Sims, the Lieutenant-general James 
Omoran, Stephanie Felicite Ducrest-Brulart-Sillery, Addle 
Eugenie Egalit6, Hermine Compton, Philippe Egalite, Pul- 
cher^ Valence, Henriette Screey, Cesar Ducrest, Louis 
Philippe Egalite, Sylvester Mirys, and F. J. Dorez, notary. 

It was during his marriage fhte that Lord Fitzgerald 
learned that the English ministry had erased his name from 
the list of officers in the army. This measure, which con* 
cerned others as well as himself, excited great indignation 
in the ranks of the British opposition. Fox reproached 
ministers severely for this arbitrary act, which, it was said, 
had no foundation, other than the sympathy of the officers 
for the French nation. 

At the opening of the session, Fitzgerald returned to 
Dublin, about the end of January, and it was shortly after 
resuming his seat that he used the bold language cited on 
a previous page. From that day his fortunes were attach* 
ed to those of Ireland. 

The Catholics, however, had not yet joined the United 
Irishmen ; for the government had relented somewhat tow- 
ards them, in consequence, probably, of the patriotic demon* 
strations made by the Protestant Irish. The relief bill of 
1793 granted the Catholics the right of election, and ad- 
mitted them to sit as jurymen, and to the bar. But these 
concessions were only illusory ; for in bestowing the right 
of election without the right of eligibility, it was to admit 
inte> the constitution the least enlightened, and to repel from 
it the most capable. In summoning them as jurors, the 
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dittiei of sberiffdetolred alone on Protestants ; now as tk^ 
sheriff selects the jiirors» Catholics eodd alwajrs be pre- 
▼ented fre% exercising their right. In admitting them to 
the bar, aD access to the magistracy was sedulously closed. 
The temple of the law was Opened to them, but they eouM 
not cross the threshold ; they might speak in behalf of their 
suffering brethren, but they could not pronounce the deciif- 
ions of justice. It was too much, or too little ; it was to 
emancipate them from slavery, without giving them liberty. 
They demanded a comjdete emancipation : it was promised 
them. 

At this period, Pitt, who saw that he was about to lose 
power, endeavored to form a ministry by conciliation. The 
Duke of Portland, a moderate whig, offered his support, but 
stipdated e^essly that emancipation should be granted to 
the Irish Catholics. A political coalition was formed on 
these principles. Lord Fitzwilliam, an avowed partisan 
of emancipation, was named lord-lieutenant of Ireland, and 
6rattan,the Diomede of the Catholic cause, was called td 
the administration. All the Irish were full of hope : dis- 
cords were healed ; the act of emancipation was drawn ; 
all was ready for legislation ; when suddenly Lord Fitzwil- 
ham was mysteriously recalled, Lord Camden was named 
as his successor, and Grattan was succeeded by Lord Cas- 
tlereagh ! Catholics and Protestants were again deceived. 

The secret of this duplicity was the news received by 
Pitt from the continent. The internal dissensions of France, 
its momentary reverses in Flanders, the embarrassments in 
its finances, had convinced the minister that the 3roung re- 
public must soon yield ; and throughout Europe there was 
a vivid reaction against revolutionary principles, the effects 
of which were felt particularly in Ireland. The tories had 
made concessions in a moment of fear ; on resuming their 
courage, they resumed their tyranny over the whigs* 

Instructed by these examples, the Catholics delayed no 
longer. They associated in crowds with the United Irish- 
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ami I t nn coaM^atien was orfuiumU with a mw lo 
die ejitiaction of tlie EogUsk power, the independeaee of 
Ireland, and the formation of a republic. In aVery couatf 
the society had numerous ramificatlQns, and three hundred 
thousand armed men were ready to respond to its call. An 
executive directory was estajblished at Dublin, on the model 
of the Directory at Pariflf. > Among the chiefs of the con- 
spiracy were Lord Edward Fitzgerald, Wolfe Tone, and 
Arthur O^Connor. 

Wolfe Tope was sent to fVanee to claim the f upport of 
the Directory, under the express condition that the Frendli 
ahould come to Ireland as allies, and should act i»ider the 
direction of the new government, as Rochambeauhad done 
in America. With this view, Tone had frequent confer* 
ences at Paris with Hoohe ; and the Directory finaUy det^p* 
Quned to send from Brest a fleet of forty-flve sail, with an 
army of fifteen thousand men, under the charge of this able 
general, December 15, 1796. England was saved by a vio- 
lent tempest. For six days the fleet contended againait the 
elements, but in vain ; and of all this formidable armament^ 
there returned to Brest only four transports, two fngates» 
and a lugger. Hoche, separated from the commuid of the 
fleet, was obliged to throw himself into a small boat, and 
land at Rochelle. 

But the English government had been warned. By re- 
curring to its usual means of corruption, it purchased some 
traitors, who ' disclosed the plans of the aasociation, the 
names of the chiefs, and designated their place of rendei* 
vous. Arthur O^C<mnor, Quigley, and many others were 
arrested ; warrants were issued against Fitagerald and those 
who were concealed. Fitzgerald, however, was not dis- 
couraged ; he remained at Dublin, where he could watch the 
novementa of government, and send his instmelions to the 
provinces ; and esc^^d sU. purauit by frequently chang^nji 
his place of residence. A reward of one thousand poundia 
w«e<Kffm4fohi«weet; aa4 m the 20th (tf May, 1798, 
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the police was informed ^at he was in the house of a Mr. 
Murphy. The mayor of the city, Mr. Sirr, attended by 
two police-officers, Messrs. Swan and Ryan, and followed 
by a guard of soldiers, immediately went to the house 
designated. 

Fitzgerald had dyied ^wilh Murphy and a friend named 
Neilson, when the latter took hia leave, and, either inten- 
iidnally or unintentionally, left the street door open^ Mur* 
phy attended Fitzgerald to his chamber, where he lay 
down in the bed dressed, when he heard a step on the 
stairs, and Swan entered the room, and fired on- Lord Ed- 
ward $ but in his haste he missed him. He then turned ta 
Murphy, and struck him riolently in the face with the 
breech of the pistol, saying to a soldier who entered, " Take 
this droll one away." At this moment, Fitzgerald jumped 
from his bed, leaped upon Swan and stabbed him, and also 
Ryan, who fell, bathed ih blood. Mayor Sirr, however, 
rushed into the fight, fired on Lord Edward, who was con-* 
tending vigorously against his assailants, and broke his right 
arm. Armed soldiers were then called in to conquer him, 
and his resistance did not terminate until he was ironed, 
having received a sabre cut in the neck. 

The arrest of Fitzgerald produced a vivid senlsatlon 
among his partisans, and the government could not dissem- 
ble their joy at this important capture. But they were not 
accustomed to be generous in the moment of victory. Fitz* 
gerald was confined in a narrow prison, and was not per- 
mitted to see his relatives ; even his wife was not admitted, 
although it was known that his wounds were mortal. When 
he wished to make his will, the notary was not allowed to 
comn^unicate directly widi him ; but was obliged to draw 
up the will at the door of the prison, while the surgeon 
was the medium of carrying to him the last words of the 
dying man. These acts of cruelty towards a cMrf of the 
aristocracy indicated what was reserved for the people. 

On Hast third of June, Fitzgerald was awakened from hit 
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agony by a loud noise : it mtas caused by diie hanging be-^ 
f(nre his window of one of his accomplices, Quigley. 

The next day, death relieyed Fitzgerald of his sufierings^ 
Butrtleath without condemnation depriyed the minister of 
one of his victims; and to satisfy his implacable yenr 
geance, a posthumous inquest was cal|ed on the cadaver. 
A bill of attaii^der was presented to the parliament against ' 
the memory of Lord Edward Fitzgerald, confiscating his 
goods and- chattels for the benefit of the crown. The cele- 
brated advocate, Curran, appeared at the bar for the de« 
fence. "Often," said he, "have I been called by my 
professional duties to the dungeon of the captive, but 
never to the tomb of the dead. Never until this day have 
I had to meet an accusation beyond the grave ! Th« 
charges, which the accused might have destroyed by a few 
words, if alive, must be buried with him in. eternal silence. 
By the bill which is now presented, you may conquer when 
proof is impossible, strike where crime cannot exist, con- 
fiscate the property of the widow, and rob the orphan. A 
state must descend to the lowest depths of degradationi ' 
when it is obliged to seek support in th^ viplatioa of law, 
and the sad confession of its weakness and terror." 

The noble efibrts of Curran failed : the two houses of 
Parliament passed the bill; and George III. gave it his 
royal sanction. This was not enough for the cabinet of 
St. James. The leaders of the association were dead or 
dispersed, but the association itself existed; and in-order 
to destroy its members, it was necessary to excite them to 
an insurrection, tO|Which they did not seem disposed. The 
government then had recourse to those means of provoca* 
tion for which it was so cruelly adapted. All Ireland was 
placed in a state of siege ; a general disarming of the 
inhabitants was ordered, and under pretenee of searching 
for arms, garrisons were established in the houses. Sol* 
diers were sent from England expressly to persecute the 
Irish, and obeyed the orders of their chiefs mtkjiamm»d 
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zeal. The inhabitants who were suspected, rightfully or 
wrongfully, of haying arms, were subjected to the rack $ 
Aeir hair was torn from their head ; others were hung on 
trees, and taken down just bef<Hre death; others were 
scourged to excoriation, and their bloody wounds were 
covered with salt and pepper. In those Tillages where the 
peasantry were entirely unarmed, and consequently could 
not respond to the demand for guns, having none^ the sol* 
diers set fire to their houses. Murder, violation, pillage, 
fbrmed the usual service of the troops ; and the excesses 
of this inebriated soldieiy became so intolerable, that the 
commander-in-chief of his Britannic Majesty's forces in 
England, Sir Ralph Abercronibie, wrote to die ministry : 
-^^The army under my orders has become formidable by its 
license to the whole world, except to the enemy." Sir 
Ralph Abercrombie was soon recalled, as a man on whom 
no dependance could be placed. 

A man of eminent merit. Sir Edward Crosbie, had de» 
clared in favor of a parliamentary reform ; on this account 
the military judge concluded that he was a republican, 
and consequently he was brought to the bar. Witnesses 
who could not be suspected — Protestants, devoted but im« 
partial friends of the government -^appeared in crowds to 
give their depositions in favor of the accused, but their 
testimony was rejected ; they wished to force their way 
into the tribunal, where they knew that an innocent man 
Was accused, who could be saved by a ^ord from their 
nott&s ; but they were stopped by the bayonets of soldiers, 
who repulsed them with violence. This was not all : as 
there were no witnesses against the accused, the military 
judge sought them in the {msons ; here he promised li& 
ii the prisoners would testify against the accused ; threats 
and even tortures were used to obtain false testimtey from 
diMn. Tbm doom of thil accused waa thus soon sealed : 
% Ipreae) iittarant, and (brutal man, the pmsid^it of As 
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council of war, condemned him to death, and lie was then 
executed. 

While these things were going on, the Irish tories em- 
ployed by the government, 'and others^ organized into armed 
bands under the name of Orangemen, rivalling the soldiers 
in their cruelty. They attacked the houses of Catholics in 
open day, set them on fire, and stabbed the inhabitants who 
tried to escape from the flames. . In the county of Armagh, 
the Orangemen swore to expel all the Catholics, and con- 
sequently issued a proclamation, in which they ordered 
the Catholics to leave the county by a certain day. Those 
who did not obey, saw iheir houses burnt, their property 
destroyed, and their families murdered. More than seven 
hundred Catholic families were thus expelled violently 
from the county of Armagh ; and all this took place under 
the eyes, or rather with the connivance of the magistrates. 

When Lord Moira stated all these outrages in the Housf 
of Lords, a minister rose to deny it, and added, ^' If this be 
true, the people would rise." The people did rise, and the . 
government wished it. Unh^pily, the insurrection oc^ 
curred without concert, and in consequence of the suffer- 
ings which were caused. The rising was in detached 
places,* so that the English army could exterminate the 
small troops of insurgents one after another. 

These uprisings at first commenced in the country which 
separates Dublin from the mountains of Wicklow. They 
then extended to Wexford, where a provisional government 
was established, under the title of the Executive Directory 
of the Irish Republic A few partial successes attracted 
there a great many partisans* But most of them were 
armed with pikes^ ihey had no artillery, and it was not to 
be expected that they could sustain a regular contest 
against the English army, who advanced to meet them 
with all the advantages of discipline, and a formidable, 
park of artillery. They, however, were intrenched upon 
Vinegar HilU near Wexford, and they defended themselves 
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tid& energy until they Wwe entirety eonounded. The 
prisoners were tortured, to ascertain the names of theit 
chiefs ; but they could only denounce those who were al- 
ready slain or were prisoners. 

Another battle was fought near Wicklow, and lost. This 
discouraged the {rish, and arrested the insurrection in the 
southern and eastern provinces. 

The insurgents doubtless comntitted some outrages, but 
diey were not to be compared with those of the English 
upon them while they were quiet, before the insurrection 
commenced. Whatever may have been their excesses in 
other respects, says Augustine Thierry, the insurgents al- 
ways respected females ; but this was not done by the 
Orangemen, nor even by the officers of the English army, 
notwithstanding all their pretensions to honor and civiliza- 
tion. Those military men who reproached the rebels bit- 
terly for the murder of one prisoner, sent all their captives 
to the executioner, because they said it was the law. 
There were entire provinces in rebellion, where not a sin- 
gle Protestant was killed ; but none of the rebels who were 
captured with arms in their hands were spared ; an^ the 
chiefs of the United Irishmen said, ^We fight with the 
halter round our necks." 

This insurrection had hardly been subdued, when another 
one broke out in the north, among the Scotch Presbyteri- 
ans. As in the preceding, there were brilliant actions and 
deeds of rare courage ; but all the efforts of the English 
troops being directed to one point, resistance was unavail- 
ing. The insurgents, however, did not wish to lay down 
dieir arms except under a general amnesty. It was prem- 
ised ; and as. soon as they were disarmed, the English vio- 
lated their promise by executing their principal leaders. 

The contest had been ended about a month, when a 
French detachment disembarked on the western coast. 
This late suecor comprised only fifteen hundred men, corn- 
JkAttded by Oenmral Hnnter. If be had arrived « few 
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weeks sooner, he might have aided the nattres effidently ; 
hut now they came to hra¥e a useless, and, in this war, a 
▼ery untimely danger. The career, however, of this small 
army was brilliant, and worthy of the soldiers of Italy who 
composed it. They aRacked the city Killala, in the coun- 
ty of May, and made prisoners of all the English in the 
garrison, and there displayed the green standard of the 
United Irishmen. But in ^is province, where all the Pro- 
testants were attached to the government, they were joined 
only by a few badly-armed Catholic peasants, and General 
Humber soon saw that he must depend on his oWn re- 
sources. He then marched towards the south, leaving the 
garrison at Killala, and taking with him about eleven hun- 
dred men. At Castlebar, he found General Lake intrenched 
with four thousand regulars. Xhe French attacked him 
with 8[Hrit and routed them, taking eight hundred prisoners 
and ten pieces of artillery. 

Notwithstanding this brilliant success, but few Irish 
joined the French. But the small victorious army were 
undaunted, and proceeded towards Dublin. During this 
time, thirty thousand English regulars, who were assembled 
under the command of Lord Comwallis, advanced against 
General Humber, and waited for him near Ballinach. Not- 
withstanding this great disproportion of forces, Humber 
accepted the contest ; and» after a short and spirited resist- 
ance, himself and corps capitulated. On seeing the small 
number of French — eight hundred and forty-four, iiyln- 
ding officers, who had resisted the entire army — the Eng- 
lish were astonished, and uttered serious accusations in 
Parliament against the inefficiency of the Irish parliament, 
who had permitted Humber to pass through the country 
like a conqueror. Colonel Charost, who commanded the 
small garrison of Killala, could not hold it a long time ; but 
when the city was surrendered, the archbishop's palace, 
which had been occupied by the French, was found in the 
■amie state in which it had been left. Not a sing^ article 
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of funuture was missiag, and Qven^ ttie silver plate of the 
prelate had been untouched. The English commandera 
admired this strict discipline, instances, of which were 
sought for in vain among their soldiers. 

A month afterwards^ a new and still more rash attempt 
was made by the French Directory.* A small squadron, 
composed of one ship of the line and eight frigates, sailed 
from Brest to Ireland. It was met on the coast of Ulster 
by Admiral Sir John Warren, with a much larger force. 
After an heroic defence of six hours, the ship of the line 
and six frigates surrendered. Among the prisoners was 
the celebrated Wplfe Tone, the founder of the association 
of United Irishmen, and one of its most active agents. He 
was brought before a court-martial at Dublin, where he did 
not attempt tQ deny his projects against the English govern- 
ment. ** I entered into the service of the French republic," 
said he, " with the sole view of being useful to my country. 
To contend against British tyranny, I have braved the fa- 
tigues and terrors of the field of battle ; I have met the 
dangers of the sea, covered with the triumphant fleets of 
my antagonists ; I have sacrificed my comfort, have courted 
poverty, have left my wife unprotected,. and my children 
without a father. After all I have done for a sacred cause^ 
death is no sacrifice. In such enterprises, everything de- 
pends on success : Washington succeeded — Kosciusko 
failed. I know my fate, but I neither ask for pardon nor 
do I complain. I admit openly all I have said, written, and 
don%, and am prepared to meet the consequences. As, 
however, I occupy a, high grade in the French army, I 
would request the court, if they can grant me the favor, 
that I may die the death of a soldier.'^ After a long silence, 
interrupted by some expressions of admiration, he was told 
that his request should be submitted to the lord-lieutenant. 
Thinking, however, that there was but little prospect, he 
committed suicide in prison. 

With Wolfe Tone, terminated the insurrection of 1798. 
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He was the prime mover of it, and was ita last vidim. 
A few obstinate tebels still remained in tlie woods and 
mountains ; but they served as sources of amusement for 
the English officers, who hunted them down during the 
leisure iVom their garrison duties. 

This insurrection, although badly planned and badly exe- 
cuted, gave the English government so much alarm, that 
they resolved to take away from Ireland the last remnant 
of official nationality, the Parliament. Although the vote 
of this assembly was always purchase'd, ye^ its debates 
preserved for the country a fictitious independence, which 
many persons imagined to be real. 

Besides, the orators of the minority constantly pointed out 
ihe crimes of the government, gave patriotism many noble 
lessons, and reminded the Irish that they ought stiU to be re- 
garded as a nation. 

That odious measure of state policy, the union of Great 
Britain and Ireland, was now introduced. At this newsi 
mutilated Ireland again rattled her chains, and showed her 
scars. Of thirty-two counties, twenty-one protested ener- 
getically against the abolition of their parliament. This 
parliament, the extinction of which was demanded, is again 
reanimated. The last struggles of d3ring nationality were 
marked b^ stormy discussions ; and foremost among the 
combatants stood Grattan, who never abandoned the cause 
of misfortune. One of the ministerial orators referred in 
fav<Hr of ^e measure to the great insurrection, when Grat- 
ton rose and exclaimed, " Is it you who revive the memory 
of that bloody epoch ? If there were crimes committed} 
they were excited by you. If there were acts of heroism 
performed, they were accomplished against you. From 
1782 to 1798, the government were constantly attempting 
to destroy all that remained oi our institutions, and of our 
virtues. You have introduced here a system of c<NrruptioA 
wknowA in the annals of any parliament. You have ad- 
ded intimidation to oorniption, and to crown yotr work, 
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yoa hare bi^oduced the torture under the vain pretext of an 
inaurrection, caused by your crimes. So far aa I am coih 
cemed, the events hare not changed my o(myictions. I 
think now as I thoughtthen ; the treason of ministers against 
the liberty of the people, is much more culpable than the^> 
rebellion of the people against ministers." 

At first the efforts of the Irish patriots triumphed. The 
act of union 'wa.s at first rejected. It was not that the ma- 
jority was less servile than formerly ; but among the num* 
bers of this majority, were several rich proprietors who 
owned rotten boroughs, and who annually disposed of a ^ 
certain number of representatives. To them this privUege 
was a prolific source of revenue, and they considered the bill 
as ^n attack upon their property. With them it was only a 
question of money, and it consequently gave the English 
government a solemn opportunity of devel<^ing the powers 
of corruption when employed on a larger scale. It was 
estimated that every rotten borough was worth fifteen thou- 
sand pounds sterling. This sum was {Mromised as an in- 
demnity for sacrificed privileges, and the whole indemnity 
amounted to one million two hundred and sixty thousand 
pounds sterling. 

The humblest opponent was quieted by a place, pensicm, 
OT money; and on the 26th of May, 1800, the project of 
union was adopted by a vote of 118 to 73. 

Thus terminated this parliament, Where Irish nationality 
was extinguished — where the last mark of the independ- 
ence of a people was sacrificed. 

V. UNION AND EMANCIPATION ACTUAL STATE OF IRE- 
LAND — 1 800-1 84 1. 

If the act of union had been really an annexation of 
Ireland to England, the political approximation of the two 
people, with the same advantages and the same duties, the 
same privileges and the same expenses, one would laXOf 
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nilty be astonished at witnessing the existence of the same 
hatred as before, and at the continuation of wretchedness; 
Oile would be almost tempted to accuse the Irish of being 
unable to forget their resentinent and their long suffering. 
But, as we hare already said, the act of union was only a 
solemn lie. Nothing was changed except that parliament 
had been abolished. The evil still existed, and the slight 
image of independence which might have alleviated it was 
effaced. Ireland was not told, You shall suffer no longer, 
but, You shall suffer in silence. Its tortures were not re- 
lieved, but the cry of the vicdm seemed too loud, and the 
gag was applied. Article 8 of the act of union states : 
All laws and all courts of justice shall exist as they are 
now. This means, the same system of oppression shall be 
continued ^ the Catholics shaU be subject to the same re* 
strictions, the same favors shall be granted, to the Protest- 
ants ; the laborer shall be subject to the same exactions. 

In this bri^f statement of the wretchedness of Ireland, 
we have referred only to political facts ; we liave not de- 
scribed their general oppression, which weighs equally on 
the poor as well as the rich. But if we glance at social 
life, if we inquire into domestic wretchedness, if we look 
into the domestic circles, and ask what the government has 
given it, in exchange for its independence, a reply is unne* 
cessary, the answer is addressed to our eyes. 

" Imagine," says Beaumont, " four walls of dried mud, 
which a shower of rain easily restores to its primitive state ; 
a little thach serves for a roof, and a hole in this roof for 
a chimney, and most frequently the door of the cabin forms 
the only place through which the smoke escapes ; one 
room contains the father, mother, and children ; there is no 
furniture in this wretched place, and one bed, generally of 
straw, serves for the whole fjpimily. 

** Within, we find five or six half naked children, crouched 
. near a miserable fire, the ashes of which covers a few po- 
tatoes, the only nourishment of the whole family ; in the 
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m^i of all is a hog» ihe only iidiabitMit of dk# plac« wko 
tbriveSi because he lives io filth. The presence of the 
hog in the cabin, howerer, is a sign of some luxury, and 
extreme is the poverty in the cabin where he is not found.'' 

This picture, however, is not that of the poor man's resi- 
dence, but of that of the farmer and agricultiural labors. 

As to the mass of poor^ peofde, those who live one day 
and even two without nourishment, we cannot speak (^ 
them, because language has no words to express their mis- 
fortunes. We do not here allude to a few sad exceptions, 
but to a terrible whole. It follows from parliamentary in- 
vestigations, that in Ireland three milUons of individuals 
are annually exposed to die by starvation. Besides these 
three millions, there are as niany more who just escape 
starvation, and are not counted. 

In 1832, Bishop Doyle was asked, " what was the state 
of population in the west V '* Just as it always has. been/' 
said he J " they are starving, as usual." And yet the coun- 
tiy is rich and fertile, the inhabitants are good laborers ; 
but its riches and fertility are profitable to a few large pro- 
prietors, and the labor of die pocur farmers puts millions of 
revenue into the pockets of some lords who have never 
resided in the country. Great opulence is seen by the side 
of excessive indigence. 

The judges, who are all English, receive a salary of 
J65000 ; to the bishops, who are all Protestants, is paid the 
sum of £iOfiOO ; and it is this Catholic population who 
live in hovels, which supports an unfriendly church, the 
revenue of which amounts to the enormous sum of 
£1,000,000. No other part of the globe presents an in- 
stance of such a state of prodigality, with so much miseiy. 
In no other country have the peojde been starved in order 
to govern them, and never has despotism subjected the van- 
quished to such a terrible fate. Although, unhappily, in eveiy 
country there are some classes who are poor, yet it was re- 
•enred for the infernal genius of the English govmiment 
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. to cttaJ^ .a nation of beggars in, the bosom of amh and^i- 
tile cofn^iy. 

.. It is not surprising, then, that notwithstanding its recent 
political conquests, Ireland still pursues England with its 
tlyreats and curses. It has doubtless obtained the right io 
send a Catholic to parliament; Ireland will doubtless go 
to the hustings, and give its rote in favor oi the good cause ; 
but after accomplishing this act of sovereignty whidi costs 
one day of labor, the same images of distress and despair 
reappear. The national candidate who is sent to'pariiameat 
may cause a change in the cabinet of St, James, may trans- 
-fer the ministeiial honorafrom the head of a tory to the 
ixrow of a whig, but what can he do for the millions of his 
starving electors ? How c^an he send a ray of hope into 
that cabin where bread and salt are luxuries of life 1 

Catholic emancipation was a gr^at triumph of justice ; it 
satisfied a moral want, but has not relieved a physical suf- 
fering; and yet the government imagined it had made a 
great concession. It wished to purchase repose, and 
thought it had paid deariy for it ; and yet, notwithstanding 
^ese efforts of generosity, rest has not come. Ireland al« 
ways threatens, for it is always wretched. Its social or- 
ganization demands to be thoroughly modified, and is not 
content with those attempts at reform, which serve only to 
render its misfortunes more perceptible. It is useless to 
give the Irish a right to speak, if the meana of living are 
refused to them. 

To give a brief, faithful, but imperfect picture of the mis- 
fortunes of the Irish, we will here quote the testimony of 
Be Beaumont, who inquired into the sufferings of the peas- 
antry, while sitting with them upon the moist earth of their 
cabins. 

*^ I have seen,*' says he, *' the Indian in the forests, the 
negro in his chains, and I thought I had witnessed the ex- 
treme <ji misery ; but I was then ignorant of the fate of 
Ireland. Like the Indian, the Irishman is poor and naked, 

5 
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hvt be livies in tbe centre of a population wbo strive fer 
luxury, bonor, and wealtb. Like tbe Indian/ ^e is desti- 
tute of tbose comforts of life procured by buman in&ustry 
and commerce, but be sees a part of bis equals daily en- 
joying tbose luxuries to wbicb be cannot aspire. In tbe 
midst of tbe greatest distress, tbe Indian^ preserves a de- 
gree of independence, wbicb bas its cbarms and its digni- 
ty. Altbougb indigent and bungry, be is yet free in tbe 
desert, and tbe feeling that He has this liberty, sweetens 
his sufTerings. Tbe Irishman experiences tbe same pri- 
vations, but bas not tbe same liberty 5 be is subjected to 
rules and privations of every kind ; be dies of famine, and 
he has laws ; a sad condition, which combines tbe vices 
<>f civilization with tbose of savage nations . T be Irishman 
who is about to break bis bonds, and wbo looks forward 
With coi^fidence to tbe future, bas less cause of complaint 
than tbe Indian or the slave ; and now Ireland bas neither 
the liberty of the savage, nor the bread of slavery." 

Need we add anything further? Are not these eloquent 
Remarks sufiicient to brand with eternal infamy a govern- 
ment which bas invoked famine as an auxiliary to its tyr- 
anny, and which for six ages bas condemned a whole peo- 
ple to the punishment of TJgolino ?• 

* For further details in regard to the present condition and actual suffer- 
ing in Ireland, see " The Condition and ^ate of England, by C. E. Lester, 
ff «w York» J. & H. O. Langley .» 
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CHAPTER II. 
' WAR«dF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE. 

1. — ALLIES OF THB ENGLISH — SAVAGES,* HESSIANS, AND 
NEGROES. 

That fatal disease which pnnishes kings^ by blindness 
before destroying them, never led to fatal measures more> 
rapidly than did the British cabinet on learning the bold 
protest of the North Americans against the tyranny of the 
mother coantry . Their complaints had been received with 
threats, and their insurrection was treated with, contempt. 
One would think, from the remarks of the officers, that » 
few soldiers were sufficient to subdue this colony of mer« 
chants. 

The Secretary of State, Lord Weymouth, remarked^ 
with an air of mockery, in the House of Lords :■ " Fear 
nothing from our neighbors, my Iiords ; they only fit out arms- 
ments to exercise their sailprs." The Solicitor General, in 
the House of Commons, remarked : " The Americans can* 
not become free except by their defeat." The ministerial 
journals repeated these plain remarks, and Lord Chatham 
responded in a remarkable speech in the House of Lords* 
** Alas ! that we should seem corrupted by our strength 
and riches, that our statesmen should decry the Americans^ 
and say they deserve our contempt. They state that they 
are poor, that they eat little, that they are thin, are cowards^ 
ajnd that they have no clothing but a blanket. My Lords, 
these cowards, these sick people, will defeat us." 

Hostilities, however, were scarcely commeireed whe» 
the English ministiy could appreciate the^ merit of its 
honjst. All of ^ts operations resembled those of it» 
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General Burg03rtie, who ^virrote firom Us camp at Putnam 
Creek : — ^**It is on the field of battle that the ministers of 
justice and revenge will await these obstinate rebels : let 
them come there. 

" Desolation, famine, and the honors with which these 
two plagues are attended, will render their return impracti- 
cable." -^ 

Some days after this emphatic bulletin he was captured, 
with his entire army, and thirty-seven pieces of artiUery, 
16th Oct. 1777. 

Hitherto the English government had uttered ridiculous 
threats, but the means which it adopted were infamous. 
The English sought for allies in th^ wigwam of the 
savage, and excited the ferocity of the Indians by offering 
a reward for every American scalp. A regular trade in 
human heads was commenced between the Indians and the 
English generals. The following document will show 
how eagerly this abominable traffic was conducted. A 
letter from Capt. Crawford to Col. Haldiman, Governor of 
Cainada, accompanying eight packs of scalps. 

" May It please your Excellency, at the request of the 
Seneca Chiefs I send, herewith, to your Excellency, under 
the cai^e of James Boyd, eight packs of scalps, cured and 
dried, hooped and painted, with ail the Indian triumphal 
marks, of which the following is invoice and explanation. 

"1. Containing 43 scalps of Congress soldiers, killed in 
different skirmishes ; these are stretched on black hocfjps, 4 
inches in diameter ; the inside of the skin painted red, with 
a small bl&ck spot to note their being killed with bullets. 
Also 62 of farmers, killed in their houses, the hoops red ; 
the skin painted brown and marked with a hoe ; a black 
circle all round, to denote their being surprised in the 
night, and n black hatchet in the middle, signifying their 
belAgk^d with that weapon. 

** 2. Oontitining 98 of farmers Mlled in their houses : 
boops red; figure df a hoe to mark their profession; great 
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whitci drcte and sim, to show thay were snrimsed m the 
day time; a little redfoot^ to show they stood upon their 
defence^ and died fighting for their lives and families. 

" 3. Containing 97 of farmers ; hoops green, to show 
that they were killed in their fields ; a large white circle 
with a little round mark in il for the sun, to show that it 
was in the day time } hlack bullet mark en some — hatchet 
on others. 

"4. Containing 10'<S of farmers, mixed, of the sererd 
marks abore, only 1& inarked with a little yellow fiarae, 
to denote their being of prisoners burnt alive, after being 
scalped, their nails pulled ov^ by the roots, and other tor- 
ments; one of thsse latter supposed to be of a rebel dergy- 
man, his band being fixed to the hoop, of his scalp. Most 
of the farmers appear by the hair to have been young or 
middle aged men f there being but .67 very gray heads 
among them all ; which makes the service more essential. 

** 5. Containing 68 scalps of women; hair long, bniided 
in the Indian fashion, to show they were mothers; lioops 
blue ; skin, yellow ground with little red tadpoles, to repre* 
sent, by way of triumph, the tears of grief occasioned to 
their relations ; a black scalping knife or hatchet at the 
bottom, to mark their being killed with those instruments ; 
17 others hair very gray, black hoops ; plain browit color, 
no mark but the short club or casse-tdte, to show >they were 
knocked down dead, or had their brains beat out. 

** 6. Containing^ 193 boys' scalps of various ages ; small 
green hoops ; whitish groi^d on the skin, with red tears 
in the middle^ and black bullet marks ; knife, hatchet, or 
club, as their deaths happened. 

** 7. 211 girls scalped, big and little ; small yellow hoops, 
white ground ; tears, hatchet, club, scalping knife, Sic, 

" 8. This package is a mixture of all the varieties above 
mentioned to the number of 122, with a box of birch bark^ 
containing 29 tittle infants' scalps of various sises^-smaU 
white hoops with white ground. 
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*^ With these packs the cbieia send to 3r0tir exoeUemey 
the following speech, delif ered by Coneiogatchie in coua** 
cilf aod interpreted by the elder More^ the trader, and takeit 
down by me in writing. 

« 'Father, we send you herewith many scalps, that you 
may see we are not idle friends. A blue belt. 

*" Father, we wish you to send these scalps over the water 
to the great king, that he may regard them and be refresb* 
0d« and that he may see our faithfiilness ia destroying his 
enemies, and be conyinced that his presents hare not been 
itaade to ujagrateful people. 

** • A blue and if hite belt with red tassels.' " 

The following letter shows that the Englishmen attempt* 
ed to speculate in their commercial operations with the Ii^ 
dians. 

/ " Father, we hare only to say further that your traders 
exact more than ever for their goods, and our hunting is 
lessened by the war, so that we have fewer skins to give 
for them. This ruins us. Think of some ^remedy. We 
are poor, and you have plenty of everything. We, know 
you will send us powder and guns, and knives and hatch-* 
ets ; but we also want :shirts and blankets '- 

"A litfle white belt." 

.** I do not doubt but that your excellency will think it 
proper to give some further encodragement to those honest 
people. The high prices they complain of are the neces-^ 
Siyry effects of the war. . Whatever presents may be sent 
fi[» them through my hands shall be distributed with pru'; 
dence and fidelity. 

" I have the honor of being your Excellency's 
most obedieiit and most htimble servant, 

" James Crawford." 

The|se packs and letters were found among &e baggage 

of the royal army after the defeat of General Burgoyne. 

The Americans preserved these sad remains of their breth* 

ren as a mark of the ferocity of their enemies.*^ 

* The annaJs of the war of the American revolution are full of examples 
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Other bargiains of a siniilar ddbcsed character were made 
in Europe ; the British, cabinet excited the cupiiUty of th« 
small electoral princes of Germany, and purchased soldiers 
to send to America like so mnch merchandise. As the 
weak states of these princes could not supply the demand 
for men, recruiting parties were sent to Hamburgh and the 
other Hanseatic cities,, whose independence permitted 
this kind of commerce. The constant conffision of these 
homan bazars disturbed the repose of the citizens. All 
the ragabonds of Germany came to be enlisted, and as each 
of the small princes had his agent to buy in order to sell 
again, the trade assumed a great degree of activity. Some- 
times ten men were engaged in bargaining for one, and 
often disputed with sword in hand, throwing steel in the 
scale when gold failed them. The Englishman waited 
quietly for his cargoes of soldiers^ which were embarked at 
Ochsenfurt or Coblentz, after verifying their nun^er and 
quality. It was truly a trade in white men. 

'* This nation," said a German, speaking of England, 
*' was made to disturb the repose of other nations. She has 
no wood, and wishes vessels ; she has no men, and wants a 
large army ; she inhabits only an angle of the earth, and 
wishes to govern the whole world. Powerful without real 
force, she will neither keep her prosperity nor her power 
long ; even now she is ruining herself and those around 
Her." 

England paid dearly for all the men she purchased of 
diese electors. Besides the bounty pay, twenty pounds- 
sterling were allowed for every soldier killed in America, 

where thenatiTo ferocity of the saTflge was stimulated by his British allies. 
The murder of Jane McCrea, the massacre of Wyoming, the cruelties of 
Bany St. Leger, and many other instances wMch might be adduced, te^- 
fy amply to the blood-thirsty spirit which marked the course of England 
in this revolutionary struggle. The English th^nselres were not fhr be- 
Idnd the savages in deeds of honrible atrocity. << The cruelties,*' says Oen« 
eral Gates, in a letter to fiuigoyne, " which mark the retreat of your army^ 
fnbunung the gentlemen's and farmers' houses, as it passed along, are al 
most among ciyilized nations without precedent." 
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or who did not retum from there* Such at least waft the 
agreement made with the Landgrave of Hesse Cassol. 

The following is a curious document published on this 
subject in the papers of the day. t 

Copy of a letter from the Count of Schaumbarg (alias, the 
Prince of Hesse Cassel), dated Rome, February 18, 1777, to 
Baron HohendorfT, commanding the Hessians in America. 

" Baron Hohendorff — 

«* I received at Rome, on my return from Naples, your 
letter of the twenty-seventh of December last. I learned 
with inexpressible pleasure the courage displayed by my 
troops at Trenton, and you cannot imagine my joy on read* 
ing that of nineteen hundred and fifly Hessians who were 
engaged in the battle, only three hundred escaped. There 
were then just sixteen hundred and fifly slain, aad I cannot 
sufficiently, commend your prudence in sending a correct 
Est of the slain to my agent in London. This precaution 
was more necessary, because the list sent to the English 
minister stated that only fourteen hundred and fifty-five 
were killed. 

" In this way I should lose one hundred and sixty thousand 
and &Sty florins. According to the account of the lord of the 
treasury, there would come to me only four hundred and 
eighty-three thousand four hundred and fifty florins, instead 
of six hundred and forty-three thousand &ve hundred florins, 
which I have a right to demand according to our agreement. 

" You will understand how seriously my finances will 
be effected by an error in the calculatioii, and you will 
therefore take the utmost pains to prove that your list is 
correct and his is wrong. The British court objects that 
there were a hundred wounded, for whom they ought not 
to pay the price of dead men ; but I hope that you remem- 
ber the advice I gave you on your departure from Cassel^ 
and that you have not attempted to restore to life those who 
could be saved only by depriving them of a leg or an arm. 
It would be a fatal present to them, and if am sure that they 
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would prefer to die with gioiy, tether tbaa to five mutilated 
and not in a condition to eerre me. I do not wish them to 
be sacrificed ; you must be humane, my dear baron, but yon 
can hint to the surgeons, that a maimed man is a disgrace 
to their skill, ahd that it is a deed of charity to permit o 
warrior to die when he is no longer in a condition to fight. 
Farther, I am about to send you numerous recruits ; ^ not 
spare them; remember that ^ory excels ail things. Gloij 
is true riches. You must think then only <^ honor and re* 
putatiott^ but this reputation must be gained ai^id danger. 
Remember that of three hundred Lacedsmonians who de* 
fended the defile of Thermopylae, not one returned. I 
shoidd be happy if I cdidd say Uie isame of my brave Hes^ 
sians. It is true that the brave Lecmidas perished at their 
head, but the present state of manners will not permit a 
prince of the empire to fight in America in a cause which 
does not concern him, and besides, who would receive the 
three hundred florins for every man killed if I did not re* 
main ia Europe ? And farther, I must attend to the depar- 
ture of the recruits. You have done wisely in sending nus 
Dr. Aumerus, who is so skilful in curing the dysentery. 
One must be very careful in relieving a man from this com* 
plaint $ it makes bad soldiers, and a cowurd does minre 
hairm in an army than ten brave men can do good. Tell 
Major Maudorff that I am very much dissatisfied widi his 
conduct because he saved the three hundred men who es- 
caped from Trenton. During the whoto of the campaign 
there have not been ten of his men killed. 

" Finally, be careful to avoid any decisive action ; for it 
is against my interests that this war should terminate. I 
am about making arrangements at Naples for the large 
Italian opera." 

The enlistments became so outrageous, tbat the minister of 
France, M. de Yibraye, made active representations to ser* 
eral of the eiectorai princes, and stated that if their shame* 
fttl enlietments of men continued, Mb court wonU regard it 
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fts an act of hostility, and would suspend the stifostdies 
received by these princes from France. England offered 
in vain to indemnify them. This incident drove off the 
British emissaries ; but we saw at Oehsenfiirt one of these 
princes, irritated with his own troops, who refused to enter 
the boats, place himself at ^e head of his disarmed soldiers, 
and conduct his troops himself to Dordrecht. These odious 
practices of die English government were also condemned 
with indignation by Lord Chatham. ^* Behold," said he, 
** the alliei; of England : the butchers of Lower Sajcony,— - 
the Mohawks, the most cruel of men ; brigands who t9* 
spect neither age nor sex, and who delight in the blood of 
disarmed weakness. Alas ! by mingling the tomahawk 
with the sword, the knife with the gun, we have stained 
our arras with a blot which all the waters of ocean cannot 
efface." ♦ 

The British found other auxiliaries, no less fonmdable, 
in the black, slaves who were liberated in all the countries 
through which the British armies passed. These unfortu- 
nate persons, as soon as liberated, were excited to bum and 
devastate dwellings, and were incited to show their grati- 
tude to their liberators by deeds of cruelty towards their 
former masters. But so soon as the work of destruction 
was performed, they were embarked, and by a double act 
of treachery and a double act of theft, they were sold in 
the West Indies. 

More than four thousand were taken from Georgia during 
the expedition of General Provost in that province. When 
die army retired, many were left behind, for want of boats 
to carry them away. These unhappy persons, who had 
been taught by the British to expect cruel treatment and 
even certain death if they returned to their masters, be- 
sought the English, with tears in their eyes, not to leave 
them. Many of them followed the array by swimming, and 
climg to the sides of the boats. Their hands were cut off. 
Thicwe who were saved Were assembled and abandoned in 
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dm ibU of Oter, where they sufifered dreadftilly from hunger 
and disease. Many hundreds perished there, and their 
bodies were devoured by wild beasts, often even before life 
was extinct* 

n. — ^RAVAGES AND CRTJELTIES NEW TORK PRISONS — OLD 

COLON JULIA SMITH. 

To nanrate all the cruel excesses of the English generals 
in all the American provinces, would occupy too much 
space. The history -of their canipaigns is only a monoto- 
nous recital of murders and burnings. Europe saw with 
indignation an alliance with savage tribes, who were not 
acquainted with the laws of war, and would not respect 
tibem. The English generals knew those laws, and imi- 
tated the savage. Not only was the soldier shot who was 
taken with afms in his hands, but the laborer was shot 
down in his cottage, and the farmer by hid fireside. Even 
women and children were not spared. And all those traits < 
of ferocity belonged not simply to soldiers, .who found their 
excuse in the defects of their education : their superior 
officers set the example. Colonels Tarleton, Ferguson, 
and Brown, gained a reputation for cruelty and perfidy 
which has remained proverbial. Every contract which 
was broken was called in America a Convention of Tarle 
ton. This chief granted a capitulation, and when the 
American soldiery laid down their arms, they were muti- 
lated ; and for this deed of cold-blooded and perfidious cru- 
elty, he received the public thanks of his general. 

* England^s partiality for stealing Africans for the West Indies still 
continites in 1842. 

IVUhiii the last six months, a slaY« fiictofy on the coast of AfUca wis 
teokenup, and the slaves carried to Monrovia. The Governor Immedi 
ately selected eighty of the most manly of them, and without any con 
sidtation with the agent of Uherated AMcans, and without asbing their 
eontent, withSn three hoars after landing, they were dressed in the uniform 
c£ the West Indian regiments, and held in readhieas to be diipfed to (bat 
sckly climate whenever opportunity should offer. 
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Ferguson ordered the inluilHtiufits to be tduA ia the ]^- 

sence of their wives, and when the latter implored his pity, 
they were threatened with the same fate. One day, when 
he had assembled a great many to be executed, he waseur- 
prised by the troops of the American General Sumpter, 
who killed him, with all his attendants. 

Colonel Brown was captured in Fort Gornwallis, where 
he was in command, and he was escorted to Savannah. 
His road led through countries where he had recently burnt 
the houses and hung the inhabitants. On arriving at Silver 
Bluff, a female passed quickly through the ranks of the 
escort and faced him. " Colonel Brown," said she, " re- 
member the day when I came into your camp, and begged 
on my knees for the life of my son ! You were deaf to 
my entreaties, and the young man, hardly beyond the age 
of boyhood, was hung in the presence of his mother, and 
I saw the savages under your command take off his bloody 
scalp. Now you are a prisoner to my countrymen, and I 
suspend for a time my revenge ; but as soon as you regain 
your liberty, I shall take up arms with my feeble hands, 
and shall go wherever you are, to demand satisfaction for 
the murder of my son." 

These bitter words were long remembered by Colonel 
Brown ; but this was his only punishment. The English 
were not so indulgent. General Mercer was captured at 
Princeton, January 3d, 1777, after a desperate contest, in 
which he was severely wounded. He was laid down in 
the English tents, when the 8(^diers entered, pierced him 
with their bayonets, and, after his death, disfigured him. 
.A few hours after, the Americans removed his body to 
Philadelphia, where his horribly mutilated body was ex- 
posed to the eyes of an indignant people. 

These traits of ferocity were numerous wherever-^ 
English army was successful. But they frequently as- 
sumed a more odious character, taking on the forms of la«s 
whiek were an ineuU lo justiee. Colonel Hayne was taken 
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pmdii0r m Soolh Garojina, u&d was imprisoned m Hm 
Charleston jaij. He had not been there long before he 
received, on tho 26th of July, two letters from Major 
Frazer, the commandant of the cit3r. The first stated that 
he would be arraigned the next day before a council of war ; 
die second was as follows : — 

*< You win not be summoned before a council of war^ but 
only a court of inquiry, composed of four general officers 
and five captains. They wiU assemble at the Provincial 
Hotel, at ten o'clock, to determine how you slumld be 
regarded." . 

This tribunal, which had no legal character, assembled 
the next day, and the colonel appeared. Neither the mem- 
bers composing the court, nor the witnesses who were 
called, took the usual oath. The prisoner, satisfied that 
this court of inquiry had no right to pronounce a formal and 
decisive judgment, produced no witnesses, had no lawyer, 
and his explanations were followed by no examinations and 
no pleadings. The accusers were as mute as the defence. 
And yet, on Sunday, the 29th, Major Frazer signified that 
in accordance with the result of the court of inquiry. Lord 
Rawdon and Colonel Balfour had decided that he should 
be shot on Tuesday morning, at six o'clock ; and the sen* 
tence was executed. 

This abominable legal farce, terminated by assassination, 
excited general indignation ; and even England was aroused. 
The Duke of Richmond demanded revenge of Parliament^ 
beseeching them not to pass over in silence so foul an act : 
^' As yet, we do not know whether it is an individual or a 
national crime. You^ decision is necessary to a determi- 
nation. If a rigid inquiry does not prove that wretched 
individuals are the only ones to blame, but" that we must 
Uush for their crimes, the whole earth will then exclaim*— 
lit is the English hation which has committed the murder ;' 
and the vdiole world will be right." 

Parliament took the respmisibility of the aet» and pawied 
6 
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to the order of the day. And in fact there was no need 
of this public avowal to prove that the government were 
accomplices in these acts of barbarity. If the executioners 
were beyond the waters, the handle of the sword was at 
St. James ! AAer the end of the war, one of the most 
furious and cruel partisans was reproached with the crimes 
he had comjnitted. '< Read my orders !^' said he ; and his 
orders were found to be more cruel than his conduct. 
^ When we wish to judge a government, we have only to 
inquire into the annals of its priisons. The tenants of the 
English prisons told some horrid details. 

When New York fell into the power of the English, this 
city became the seat of the British government, the resi- 
dence of. their generals^ and consequently the centre of 
persecution. The prisons of the city were filled : the most 
peaceable citizens were cast into them without examination* 
It was only necessary to denounce a man to Sir Henry 
Clinton, as a secret partisan of the American cause, and 
these denunciations were not rare ; for not only were the 
informers richly paid, but highly regarded : their political 
importance was in proportion to their infamy. 

Among the most dangerous and influential was James 
Rivington, printer to the king, and editor of a paper. His 
journal was a table of proscription : whoever was mentioned 
there as suspicious, saw his house a few hours afler at- 
tacked by soldiers and pillaged ; those who resisted were 
massacred, and those who submitted were led to prison. 
As the regular troops were not numerous enough to attend 
to these frequent executions, bands of volunteers were or* 
ganized, composed of irresponsible individuals, whose thefts 
and robberies were thus legally sanctioned. Parties of 
adventurers and malefactors wandered about the country, 
robbing and burning in the name of the king, and returned 
with t^eir bloody spoils, and bringing to the general some 
mutilated prisoners, after parading them through the public 
streets. Every night was marked by conflagrations, every 
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day by murders. At tlie head of theae banda of assaaains 
was one named Cardonnel, remarkable for his ferocity and^ 
bold recklessness. He directed all the night excursions. * 

Another villain was named Cunningham, jailer of the prin* 
cipal prison. " This man," says an eye-witness, " tortured 
his numerous victims with savage ferocity. Not a day 
passed without some terrible dagellations, the blows of 
which were heard aa fax aa the groaaa o( the victima.^ 
These were the men in power in New York, under the 
auspices of Sir Henry Clinton. 

But in these prisons were seen noble scenes of courage 
and devotion. We will mention two instances : — 

l.—The Old Colon. 

A party of English arrived, at the break of day, in a 
small district of New Jersey. The soldiers, after firing 
the habitation of an old Dutchman, who possessed consid- 
erable wealth, c6ncealed themselves behind the trees, 
uttering loud cries. 

Colon and his two sons were awakened by the noise, 
and leaving their beds hastily, ran to the door in their night 
clothes. Thoy were fired at : the two children were killed, 
and their blood stained the clothes of the old man, but 
he was not wounded. He was carried to New York, 
where he was imprisoned, but continued extremely de- 
jected. His eyes were constantly on the ground 5 he re- 
mained silent, and every thought seemed obliterated, — ^not 
excepting even the recollections of his grief. 

One day, Cunningham said : ** The general, taking your 
age into consideration, permits you to return to your kin- 
dred, on condition that you swear not to take arms against 
the subjects of the king, and to live peaceably." 

The old man, at these words, roused up as from a long 
sleep, drew himself up to his full height, and replied in a 
thundering voice : — 

*^ If you and your general have lost your memory, aay to 
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Urn, thit I htve forgotten nothing. If he proposes this 
dishonor on account of my age, tell him that my desire of 
yehgeance has made me young again. What! promise 
not to punish the assassin of my children! It would be to 
insult God, who has made me a man and father !" 

He ran to his chest and opened it. " There,"- said he, 
'' is my shirt, stained with their blood : carry this to your 
genersl ; it shall be miy answer.*' 

Cunningham, astounded with these remarks, remained 
motionless. ** You propose to me to live peaceably," con- 
tanned the prisoner. ** As soon as I am free, I shall go to 
embrace my old wife, and then I shall march to rengeance 
— ^too happy to die, if, in falling, I kill an Englishman !" 

" Don't you know," said Cunningham, in his fury, " don't 
you know that I have the keys of the dungeons, which arc 
eight feet under ground ?" 

*' Dig your dungeons a hundred feet under ground if yon 
win," said the old man : " I swear by this bloody ground 
that their depths will not change my resolution." 

'* The cowards," said he, turning with a tender air 
towards his fellow-captives, " the cowards who captured 
me," said he, ** kept me a quarter of an hour that I might wit- 
ness the burning of my house ; they imagined thus to add 
to my troubles, but they were deceived. My cup of grief 
was running over ; — I had lost my two children !" And 
deep sighs escaped from the bosom of the old man, whose 
tears for so long a^ime had been dried up. 

Cunningham withdrew without a word. Perhaps pity had 
moved his heart. Clinton, more insensible than the exe- 
cutioner of his base deeds, kej>t his noble captive in chains. 

2. — Julia Smith. 

Colonel Smith was an old officer, who lived with his 
wife and daughter in a very retired manner, in the countryi 
near New York« His age and infirmities had unfitted him 
for taking part in ihe dissensionsof the conntry; and what- 
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ever may have been his secret wishes, his residence had 
been protected by this ti^cit neutrality. General Clinton 
even bad lived some time in his house, and prombed him 
his support if he was disturbed. 

One day, five men came to Ms house with all the marks 
of misery and deep affliction. " We aroj" said they, " your 
countrymen, bom in Connecticut, where we wish to return 
and live in peace. We have with us fpur of our compan- 
ions, who are wounded : they are but a short distance 
hence ; in the name of God and humanity, give us a few 
rags to dress their wounds, and something to eat. We know 
that at heart you are a good American.** 

*' It is neither as English nor Americans," said Smith, 
''that you have a right to my assistance ; but as men, you 
have need of my succor." He went into the hous^, and 
soon returned with provisions and linen. The unknown 
persons thanked him for his generosity, and left him with 
every demonstration of lively gratitude. 

The next day, the same number of men came to Smith, 
but they were in uniform. " You do not remember us ?" 
said one of them. 

'' Yes { you are the persons I supplied yesterday with 
bread and meat." 

*' Bread and meat, you scoundrel ! you would have given 
your Uood, you villain, if we had asked it, for you consid- 
ered yourself assisting the Connecticut rebels. You have 
knowingly violated the law which forbids any aid being 
given to the enemies of the king. Come and expiate your 
czin^Le in the prisons of New York." 

They then entered his house and sacked it, opening all 
the bureaus and closets, and taking all the silver they con- 
tained. While this was doing, the colonel's daughter, Julia 
Smith, aged eighteen, ran into her. chamber to get thirty 
guineas which were concealed there, to give to her father. 
Ond of the ruffians who had followed her, seized her arm 
when Ae took the gold, and threatening her with a sword, 
6* 
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demanded her {mrse. ** I would have given it to jtmy^Br 
terday," replied she, proudly, '^if you had asked for it in 
the name of misfortune ; Imt now it would only serve to 
repay your infamous treason." Without replying, the sol- 
dier grasped her hands ; hut, unable to overcome her re- 
sistance, cut her wrist with his sabre. The young gixi 
seemed to derive new strength from seeing her blood, dis*- 
engaged herself from the soldier, approached the window, 
and threw the purse to a negress, who was observing this 
scene in mute terror. Her father now entered, with the 
other attendants : " See, father," said Julia, *' how this man 
has treated me ; but my courage is not lost with my blood." 

The soldiers now bound Colonel Smith, and carried him 
to a coach. Julia took an afiectionate farewell of her old 
fother. *' Courage,*' said she ; '* I will see you soon." 
She kept her word. A Montauk Indian, who lived near 
her, dressed her wonnd, and five days after her fsLther^ 
capture, she entered his prison* This sad favor was not ob- 
tained without effort ; at first, she was coldly repulsed by 
the English generals, but she finally triumphed by her fer- 
vent entreaties and the mildness of her manner. Her father 
remained three months in prison. She came daily to en- 
liven the prison by her youth and sweet expression of face. 
Those who saw her, beautiful and gay, with her arm in a 
sling, a testimonial of noble courage, envied her old fkther, 
and almost congratulated him in his misfortune. . 

Eveiy hour that JuUa did not spend in prison, was 
devoted to urgent entreaties to obtain her father's lib- 
erty. Finally, after three months of effort, she obtained 
his release, on condition that no action should be taken in 
regard to the soldiers who had captured him, and that he 
should give security in the sum of five hundred guineas 
that he would not assist persons from Connecticut. Even 
in its mercy, the authority became an accomplide of this 
infamous imposture. 

These details were furnished us by M. Cr^vecerar, wb» 
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^n^ hiiBself impxisoaed in New York, in flagrtat Tiolatioa 
of erery law of hxmot. Obliged by busmecrs to take passage 
for Europe, be |iad obtained a passport from the chiefs of 
both armies to pass through them in safety. At New York, 
he pr<^08edembarking<)B board of an English vessel, when 
the commandant of the city sent for him. As soon as M, 
Cr^vecceur entered the apartment of the general — ^"lam 
ordered by the commander-rin-chief, Sir Henry Clinton,'* 
said the major general, " to send you to prison.**—'' Bat 
don't you know, then," said M. Cr^vecoeur, " thai I did 
not enter the British lines without the consent of Sir Henry 
Clinton ? Will he forfeit his word of honor T— " I know 
not, but I, must obey. Captain Arthur, conduct this man to 
prison." 

Thus M. Cr^veccBur became the witness and historian 
of the cruelties we have- narrated, for no other crime than 
that of confiding in the honof of an Englishman. 

COITGLUSION. 

We do not intend in this work to give in detail a history 
of all the events which attended or followed the outrages 
we have narrated. Others have already written a history 
o( that glorious struggle, which brought a new nation into 
existence, and gave the signal for the disfranchisement of 
the people of the new world. We might, however, com- 
pare the shameful conduct of the British cabinet, with the 
generous loyalty of the Americans, and contrast the base 
crimes of the former with the noble virtues of the latter 
But such grave accusations do not require the artifices of 
style or historic antitheses. We have already sti^ed the 
means employed by a powerful government against a young 
people, the cruelties perpetrated by regular armies upon 
their citizen antagonists, their horrible alliances with sava* 
ges, mercenaries, and daves, the burning of houses, fhe 
destruction of property, the war upon women tod children. 
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fhe Tioladon of the rights of wiu*, and also the contempt of 
the laws oi humanity 5 and yet, to the shame of these ini- 
quities, must be added that of defeat, and this time at least, 
England did not profit by crime* 

It follows from the parliamentary debates that from 1775 
to 1782, the enormous sum of jB 100,000,000 was spent in 
this disastrous war. "I would ask," said an opposition 
member, *^ what has been done with this one hundred mil- 
lions sterling ? I know we have lost a hundred thousand 
men, and two thirds of the most valuable part of the British 
empire." The mimsters retired from the cries of public 
indignation, and peace became necessary. 

It was remembered that George III. had stated severa] 
times that he had rather retire to Hanover with his family, 
than acknowledge the independence of the colonies. In 
open parliament, however, he was obliged to disavow his 
haughty language, and sanction the resistance which his 
pride had caused. 

But everything in this war proved disgraceful to England, 
its alliances as well as its enmities. Those American 
tones who had sacrificed their country to their old monar- 
chical recollections, and had fought in the ranks d the En- 
glish army, were basely abandoned by the government 
wMch they had supported. One can easily understand the 
severity of the conquerors against the partisans of England, 
against those defenders of the throne, who had retarded 
their triumphs ; but we seek in vain an apology for the 
ministry, who, in a treaty where so many concessions were 
made, did not introduce an article in favor of those inhabi- 
tants who had proclaimed themselves for so long a time the 
only representatives of loyalty. 

The negotiators at London simply demanded of Congress, 
in Article 5 of the treaty, that the friends of the government 
should be treated with moderation. Bat this simple recom- 
mendation of a principle with which the English govern- 
ment itself was so little acquainted, had no effect, on the 
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Americans, who did not consider therasdves obliged to 
take any lessons from their enemy. They had gained the 
yictory ; they used it, and declared the presence of tluMie 
traitors who had abandoned their fellow-citizens in the pe- 
riod of peril, to be incompatible with the tranquillity and 
safety of the United States. The severity was excessire^ 
but lawful. But what term shall be applied to the culpable 
indifference of the English to their brothers in arms ? 

This improvidence was the cause of most cruel embar- 
rassments. The English army who had been ordered to 
embark was obliged to remain in America, to grant an asy^^ 
lum in its ranks to the royalists who rushed to it in crowds. 
These refugees, mortified and desperate, tore in pieces and 
trampled on that English uniform which they had assumed, 
and for which they were proscribed. Many cursed this 
fatal war, and their blind fidelity. Their fate appeared so 
disUressing to many of the patriots, that Dr. Franklin went 
to London with a view to obtain relief for their misfortunes, 
and presented to the king an humble address of the Ameri* 
can royalists. The generous course of this (^elelnrated re- 
publican gave the government a severe lesson. It was on* 
successful. The ministers gran^d a little relief, but it was 
more like alms than the payment of a sacred debt j and 
when the general. Sir Guy Carleton, received the answer 
of government, he could not restrain his tears, on commu- 
nicating it to the numerous body of royalists. All that he 
could do, was to olfer them vessels to transport them to 
other parts of America. Some took refuge in Canada, 
others in Nova Scotia, and in the Bahamas. This was 
the reward of their devotion, and , even of their ^hamo. 
The government, whom they had preferred to their coun^ 
try, lei^ them, in exchange for. their property and blood, 
banishment and proscription. 
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CHAPTER III 
THE INDIES. 

I.— -HISTORY OT IVNDICHERRY-^RECALL OF DUPLEIX— CAP- 
TURE AND RECAPTimE OF THE CITY ^VANDALISM OF THE 

ENGLISH. — 1754 1793. 

In 1754, wlien the distinguished commander of the 
French Indian possessions, Dupleiz, was recalled to Paris 
by the intrigues of the English cabinet, the power of France 
in this beautiful colony was strong and respected. Dupleix, 
the arbitrator for the kings of India, and his brave lieuten- 
ant, Bussy, passed over the whole Indian coast as conquer- 
ors, and had captured successively Trichnapaly, Gingy, 
Haider- Abad,*the four northern provinces, Yalour, Mouzapha- 
Nagar, Rajamandrum, and Cikakol, comprising one hundred 
and thirty leagues of coast, twenty leagues broad. The 
eity of Chandemagor, where Dupleix had concentrated the 
commerce of Bengal, was rich and flourishing. Pondicher- 
ry, surrounded with high walls, flanked by the forts of Ar- 
hancoopum, Villenaor, Bahour, Valdaour, and their depen- 
dencies, governing a compact territory ten leagues Idng and 
as many broad, bringing to the state a^Jrevenue of 5,000,000 
francs, formed the seat of government. Near that was 
Karikal, equally rich and powerful. If we add to all these 
conquests, Mazulipatnam, with Condavir, the island of 
Devy, the island of Siringham, Yanoon, and its dependen- 
cies, finally, Mah6, with four leagues of territory, its forts 
and its walls, we shall have but a slight idea of the French 
power in India. 

Notwithstajading the incapacity of the governors who 
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were the immediate successors of Dupleix,tlie colony was 
still prosperous till the arrival of Lally-toUendal. On the 
28th of April, 1758, he arrived at the seat of government, 
and January 22d, 1760, Pondicherry alone remained of aU 
the French possessions. Mahe, Chandernagor, and Kari- 
kal were taken and dismantled ; the four northern provin- 
ces were lost ; all the islands and even the forts around 
Pondicherry were in the power of the English. 

The siege of Pondicherry commenced. After forty days 
the English commander, Col. Coot, offered a capitulation. 
But Lally-toUendal surrendered his army at discretion. 

January 17th, 1761, the British flag waved over Pondi* 
cherry, and was saluted with a thousand guns ; but the 
former power of the French colony had caused the English 
great uneasiness, and they soon abused a victory to which 
Oiey were unaccustomed. They razed the fortiflcations, and 
outraged the rights of humanity, by tearing down houses 
and destroying churches. They left the inhabitants with- 
out resources, and changed this flourishing city into a lone- 
ly solitude. Some of the proscribed and mined French 
withdrew into the interior of the country, and others went 
to Hyder Aly, the Sultan of Maissour, where they were 
gladly received. The peace which was concluded the 
next year, 1762, restored Pondicherry to the French, but it 
was a mass of ruins. So with Chandernagor and Mah6. 
This latter city, which was remarkable for the beauty of 
its houses, presented only a few pieces of wall which were 
so firm that they had resisted the efforts of English vandal- 
ism. The ruins of the governm^ental palace, an elegant 
edifice in stucco, are now covered with vines loaded dowa 
with the richness of tropical vegetation. * 

April 11th, 1765, Law of Lauriston took possession of 
the ruins of Pondicherry. The renown of this new Gov- 
ernor, and the evidences which he gave of his talent, soon 
recalled the exiled inhabitants, who rallied with eagerness 
imder the French standard. Pondicherry rose from its 
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ruins ; the houses and churclies were rebuilt, and the forti- 
fications were again constructed. Bellecombe, wlio sue- 
ceeded Law in 1769, continued the work of reparation. 
The wisdom of his administration ^inspired confidence; the 
city soon increased in population, commerce was resumed, 
and prosperity returned. The young city already promised 
to rival the old one, when, in 1778, the English, irritated 
by the support promised by France to the United States, 
came without any declaration of war, without any warning, 
assailed Pondicherry, and attacked with fury its inhabitants, 
who imagined that peace still existed. 

The invading force was large, while the city was still 
dismantled and destitute of artillery and troops. 

Bellecombe, although surprised, made a spirited and 
vigorous defence. 

We regret that our space does not permit us to detail all 
the incidents of this siege, which are but little known. We 
would like to state the particulars of the heroic defence 
against an entire army made by a handful of brave men far 
from their country, without a prospect of success, and with- 
out a hope of glory. They were obliged to surrender, 
however, and the English again entered the city to destroy 
it.. The inhabitants were once more driven from their 
dwellings, and mines were constantly sprung, until the con- 
quest of the English was a mass of ruins. 

The unhappy colonists were driven into the country, 
where they soon found a powerful ally who promised to 
avenge them. 

In 1763, a soldier of fortune, Hyder All Khan, ascended 
the throne of Maissour, and these fertile countries soon be- 
came, through his activity, the centre of a powerful empire. 
With no rival to dispute with him the soil, he attacked all 
the small kingdoms on the coast of Malabar ; then march- 
ing to the east, he passed the Ghauts and deployed his 
forces on the vast plateau which extends from Trichinopoly 
lanaijr fian«alor«. Am, eathuaiastic- and fknatic MnsanL- 
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nmn, he preabhed Islamistn li&e the lieutenants of Mahom* 
et, and maaiBacred all who refused to be circumcised. Fi* 
nally, after subduing the nation of Vedaies, he found him- 
self upon the borders of the English territory. It was soon 
found that one of these two rival powers must yield, and 
both, animated with instinctive hatred, proclaimed war to 
the knife. In order to expose the deception of his advet^ 
saries, who had already commenced their habitual intrigues, 
Hyder Ali commenced hostilities, and on the first of July 
he invaded the Garnatic^ at the head of one hundred thoii« 
sand men. In the first batde, he was obliged to yield to 
the superiority of European tactics, but he followed up thtf 
war with energy, and his repeated attacks weakened the 
English army, who could not repair their losses, as he could 
his. Under these circumstances France resumed hostili^ 
tie^ with a vigor Which threatened to extinguish the Anglo-* 
Indian empire, if its success had not been interrupted 1^ 
peace. The Bailey of Suffiren appeared m the Indian seas 
at the head of a powerful squadr<Mi, and soon obtained a 8w» 
periority in those seas, where the British Hag had floated 
triumphantly for so many years. In^six efigagements in^ 
which Admirals Rodney and Hughes commanded, he gain*' 
ed the advantage ; and if Pondicherry had then belonged 
to the French, and could have been made the oentre of mili- 
tary operations, the English woidd probably have been un* 
able to resist. 

April 27tb, 1782, $ufren captured firenr them the fork 
and all the bay from Trincomaly t& Ceylon, the finest sea* 
port in the Iiidian seas. He then went to the assistance 
of Ci^dalore, which was tfareatmied by the British fiecit; 
On the 13th of June, was fought the battle of Cuddalore, 
and the English retired with considerable loss. 

In the mean time, the brave Bussy joined the army of 
Hyafe'r Aly, and in a succession of brilliaijt marches cap- 
tibftli from the £nglish their principal possessions on the 
^Sb^ CS iliilahaf, $M besS^ged Mangalore, whicH was 
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abont to capitnlate. Sufiren on his part, at the head of hia 
victorious fleet, went to attack Admiral Hughes, and to 
crush him by superior force, when he received the follow- 
ing letter : — 

" To his Excellency Pierre Andr6deSufren, Admiral and 
Commander-in-chief of the Naval forces of his Most Chris- 
tian Majesty in the East Indies : — 

" Sir, — On arriving in thia harbor with the squadron of 
his Britannic Majesty, I have received authentic despatch- 
es that the preliminary articles of peace between Great 
Britain and Spain, and also with the Americans, had been 
signed by JJilinisters Plenipotentiary at Versailles, the 20th 
of January, and were ratified in France on the 9th of Febru- 
ary. I have taken the liberty to convey this information to 
you, and the copies of these documents, by which it seems to 
me that acts of hostility between Great Britam and France 
ought to cease. 

*' I am satisfied that your Excellency appreciates my 
character as an ofiicer, and my feelings of humsmity as a 
man, in making, this communication to you. I will therefore 
request your Excellency, after reflecting seriously on this 
despatch, to send me word as soon as possible whether the 
war is to be continued. 

" Lord Gower, captain of the frigate Medea, will have 
the honor to send to you my despatches under the British 
flag. In case he does not find you, he has been requested 
to leave them vrith the Marquis of Bussy. As it is our 
duty, being officers of our respective sovereigns, to put an 
end to all hostilities, I hope to find a friend in your Excel-, 
lency, and have the honcnr to be, with the greatest respect, 

" Yours, HuoHBs. 

" Madras, June 5th, 1783J\ 

Five years previous, the English hadi attacked Pondi- 
cherry without any declaration of war. Suflfren could now 
have avenged himself fw this perfidy by rejecting the hum-. 
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ble request of the English admiral. He might well have 
doubted the news of a peace communicated to him by an 
interested enemy. But Sufiren showedhimself a generous 
man and suspended hostilities. 

Bussy withdrew his troops from Hyder Aly, and the 
latter was then exposed to the vengeance of the English. 
Surrounded by snares, and contending against intrigueSy 
Hyder Ali died of mortification, bequeathing his hatred and 
his throne to his son Tippoo-Sultan. * 

By this peace, the ruins of Pondicherry were restored 
to the French. But the English kept possession of Val- 
daur and Villenaor, without the shadow of right. They 
surrendered Mahee, but not its territory. At a later period, 
and in 1816, when they yielded up to the French their In- 
dian possessions, they profited by this fraudulent antece- 
dent to retain Yaldaur and the territory of Maheo. In re- 
gard to this last possession, they alleged that, according to 
the treaty, France was to receive the lands which she pos- 
sessed at the time of the peace. " Now," said they, " the 
armies of Tippoo-Sultan, then the allies of France, had 
military occupation of the territory of Mahee : hence France 
did not possess it." Certainly it required a great deal of 
good nature to accept this argument of British diplomacy. 

The brave veteran Bussy was appointed governor of 
Pondicherry, and the city was rebuilt for the third time. 
But this talented commander did not long retain his power. 
He died suddenly a few months afterward (February 5, 
1784), it was thought by poison. There was, however, no 
cause for this suspicion, except the previous deeds of tho 
British cabinet. 

The colony again became compromised by the unsuitable 
governors who succeeded each other rapidly after the 
death of Bussy. The colonial assembly, instituted in 1790, 
did not succeed in the country where a popular form of 
government was established too suddenly; the city was di- 
vided into furious factions, and its prosperity declined rap- 
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idly tin 1793. Encouraged hy the weaknets of their eiio- 
ifiiesy the English besieged Pondicherry, which was suneD- 
dered |o them on the first summons, and without a contest 
by its last Governor, Clermont. 

II. — NEW PERSECUTIONS OF THE ENGLISH — IMAOINART CON» 

SPIRACIES PEEFIDY OF THEIR CONDUCT AT THE PBACB 

OF AMIENS — BAD FAITH AFTER THE FINAL RBSTITUTIOII—* 
1793—1816, 

The English having obtained possession of Pondicherry 
once more, its fortifications, which had been destroyed and 
rebuilt so many times, were again prostrated. But the houses 
were spared. Former devastations had forced a great 
many desperate men to join the army, and these terrible 
adversaries had taught the English to pursue another course 
of policy. It was better to keep them in their power, and 
to strike them down in silence. As a pretext for harsh 
measures, it was pretended that Pondicherry was a focus 
of insurrection, which threatened to destroy the British 
power in India. A large body of spies were organized, 
and it was not difiicult for informers, who were well paid, , 
to hatch up a plot. A great many of the inhabitants were 
successively taken from their houses and transported, with-^ 
out trial, to distant colonies. But this persecution was too 
slow, and the proofs of the English informers were too sus- 
picious, to authorize these punishments. It was necessary 
to find an accuser among the French, and a miserable maa 
was hired to perform this part. It was suddenly pretend* 
ed that a plot existed at Pondicherry agaiiist the British 
government ; that the inhabitants proposed to join Tippoo« 
Sultan, and to aid him in expelling the British from India. 
.Lists of the proscribed were drawn up under the directioa 
of the informer, and, as would naturally be expected, the 
most respectable injiabitants of the place were found among 
the ^ty. On the 15th of February, 1799, at eight o'clock 
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in the evening, a detachment of Sepoys, ciMnmaaded by a 
British officer, passed through the streets of the city in si- 
lence. Every Frenchman on the list was- taken from his 
house and family, delivered to Malabars, who chained them 
and conducted them before the English commander^ BodL, 
and thence to the vessel which was to transport them. 

The Triton, a large vessel, was soon loaded with the 
prisoners, but could not take them all. 

This ship departed under convoy of a frigate, and disem- 
barked the French colonists into a hulk at Chatham, where 
they remained till the peace of Amiens. The rest of the 
prisoners were placed on board of a transport, which soon 
Sailed under convoy of a frigate for England. But the fiate 
of this vessel was different from that of the preceding. 
Among the prisoners was the captain of a privateer, named 
Pineau, a man of intellect and courage, a man who resolved 
to release himself and companions from this odious cap 
livity. 

The enterprise was difficult. The vessel was well arm- 
ed, the crew numerous, and the frigate was always in sighl. 
Every day the prisoners came on deck in small squads, to 
breathe the fresh air for an hour on deck, and then went 
below. A depository of canes was found behind the ceil- 
ing of the hold. These canes as they are cut in India are 
short, and resemble strQng clubs. The prisoners were all 
to arm themselves with these j in fact, the c€^ling was qui* 
etly removed, and every one armed himself with a club ; 
then taking advantage of. the period when a squad went on 
deck, they all followed quietly, attacked the crew, who were 
surprised, and did not have time to use their arms. The 
English were now in turn shut up below, when Pineau 
tck)k command of the vessel. For a few hours he still 
obeyed the signal of the frigate, but when night came Pi- 
neau extinguished his signal lantern, and altered his course. 
He happily arrived at the Isle of France, where the vessel ^ 
was declared a lawful prize. 

7» 
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The treaty of Amiens now caused strange transactionB in 
India. One of the articles of this treaty stipulated thai 
Pondicherry should be restored to France. A squadron: 
was therefore fitted out at Brest, under the command of 
Admiral Linois, to effect this change. He carried about 
fifteen hundred men, under the command of General De- 
caen, who had the title of General-in-Chief of the French 
Establishment East of the Cape of Good Hope. The 
frigate Belle Poule,an excellent sailer, arrived on the 15tk 
June, 1802, having on board Adjutant Gen^ral Biuaut and 
152 men, and also M. Leger, the colonial prefect, and his 
family. It was to the latter, that the place was to be given 
up. The English commissioner, Cullen, permitted them to 
disembark quieUy. 

Twenty-five days afterwards, on the 11th of July, th^ 
whole squadron arrived at Pondicherry, and General De- 
caen summoned Cullen to execute the treaty and give up 
the place. 

The latter pretended that he had not sufficient power ; 
and General Decaen was obliged to send one of his staff*/ 
officers to Madras, on board, the Belle Poule, to demand of 
the governor the execution of the treaty of Amiens. Cul- 
len, notwithstanding hid refusal, insisted several times that 
Decaen should disembark his troops. His urgency ex^^ 
cited the suspicions of the general, who refused to disem- 
bark tmtil the English surrendered the place. His suspi- 
cions were also strengthened by the appearance of aa 
English fleet, which was stationed at Guddalore, and had 
xaptdBy f(^lowed the movements of the French squadron. 
This fleet was commanded by Admiral Regnier, and was 
coinposed of Gite seventy-fours, one fifty-gun ship, and five 
frigates. This squadron was moored in the harbor of .Pon- 
dicherry, to windward of the French squadron, which was 
composed of only one ship of the line, two frigates, and 
two transports. The instinctive distrust/ of General De* : 
Often satisfied him that his position was dangerous. la 
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his rear was the Britiali fleet ; before hiiD^ the country 
guarded by superior forces ; and, above all, were the nrgent . 
entreaties of the commissioner Cullen, which were more 
suspiqious, because they were very pacific. In fact, it was 
afterwards ascertained that the English, who knew how . 
little reliance to place upon the permanency of the treaty, 
wished to blockade the French in port, while peace ws^a 
still officially recognised. But the prudence of the general 
disappointed this perfidy. Soon after the, Belle Poule left 
the port, the , French corvette Le Belier arrived, bringing 
the news that hostilities were resumed, with orders for GeiH 
eral Decaen to proceed to the Isle of France. , Congratu- 
lating himself upon his caution, he lost no tin^e in fma- 
trating the projecU of British policy. He confined the 
crew of the Belier aboard of their vessel, to prevent the 
news from being known, and sent for M. Leger to come, 
on board his vessel, and there showed him his despatches^ 
telling him that he should sail that night. M. Leger pro- 
tested against this, and demanded that his wife and children 
should come on board, but in vain; for the ^safety of Jhe 
squadron was at stake. 

At night the cables were cut in silence, and before the 
English perceived any movement, the squadron was under 
saiL 

The Belle Poule soon returned, with the peremptory re* 
fua^ of the British governor. On approaching the harbor, 
the departure of the French fleet was observed, when she 
again made sail, and although pursued by the English, ar- 
rived at the Isle of France in safety. In his spite^ the 
English admiral seized all the French vessels in the hair- 
bof. This was an act of piracy. 

Adjutant General Binaut, and the one hundred and fifty- 
two men whom he had disembarked with him on the faith 
of a treaty, still remained at Pondicherry. As the English 
flag had never ceased to float over the city, they could not, . 
aecording^ to tl^e laws of war, be regarded as prisoners^ 
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Notwithsuindiag, they were besieged in the barracks where 
they were quartered, and suminoned to surrender by an 
army of twenty-four hundred men . Binaut, justly indignant, 
replied that the French would defend themselves to the 
last. *^ In dying honorably,^' said he, " we shall disgrace 
you." This noble firmness suspended all attacks, and 
Binaut dictated to the English the terms of a glorious ca* 
pitulation. The email detachment marched out of their 
quarters with their arms and baggage, drums beating, and 
colore iiying. A short time afterwards, these same men 
were sent to France in an English vessel, according to the 
terms of the capitulation, having received to the time Of 
their departure the pay allowed them by the republic. 

At this time, the natives again became the object of per- 
seeutionv It was pretended that a treasonable correspon- 
dence between the French and the Hindoo princes had 
been found on board of a vessel sent by Binaut to the Isle 
of France, to inform them of the capitulation. Many were 
now thrown into prison, where they remained so long as 
the fears or caprice of the government prom^^ted. 

But the maritime reverses of imperial France left the 
English in quiet possession of their conquest, and took 
away irom the inhabitants- all hopes of relief. 

By the treaty of May 30th, 1814, England agreed to 
surrender to France all the Indian possessions she occupied 
ia 1792^ ; it was not till Dec. 4th, 1816, that Pondicheny 
was given up. But there were still spoliations, which the 
British government did not disguise. First, it retained the 
territory of Mahee, we have already seen under what pre- 
teict, wad then the most important district of Pondicherry, 
Valdaur, which had always belonged to the French. For 
this last usurpation, it gave no reason. Finally, the whole 
French territory was cut up so as to be intersected in all 
points by English establishments, so that there could be no 
unity between them. The treaty of 1814 was thus exe- 
cuted in this fraudulent manner ; and France has yet to 
demand redress for these scandalous usurpations. 
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III. — oftiaisr jlkp Ps;oGaB»8 or thb knolmh fovrsR m 

INMA — TLVl^ OP THE MO^ITL POWBR — TRS COlTTBSTS 
BETWBKN THE HtNI>aOS ANP MimSULlCEN. 

The English, ia itll of tbetr colonial estiddiskoieiitB in 
India, comoieneed very httn>bly, but rapidly advanced theit 
fortunes. They presented themselTes aa an^iaats, eatab* 
lished themselves as frienda, but soon assumed the tone of 
masters. The English agent is at firat a peaceable mer* ■> 
chanty who founds a commereial house und«r the high pro- 
tection of & rajah or nabob.* His house ia then enlarged, 
his possessions are extended ; he builds a fort, and some 
soldiers come in quietly and take possession of it. If the 
nabob or rajah awakes from his slumber, he perceives that 
his ministers betray him, imd that all of his counsellors are 
bought ever. Does he wish to oppose intrigue by intrigue^ 
he is soon enveloped in a net-work of domestic conspira^ 
cies, which terminate under the auspioes of hia English 
friend, by a revolt or poison. 

Does he wish to net energetically, and get rid of his per* 
fidious neighbors by force ? behold a {Mreteoder comes ta 
claim his throne, who is supported by a troop of English^ 
For in this country of polygamy, it is not difficult to find 
an heir of the last prince wonderfully adapted to serve the 
ambition of his interested defenders. The English kn«w 
how to turn these pretenders to account, and in every oq« 
of their establishments is found an unhappy legitimist who . 
awaits their justice to restore, him to his rights. 

The pretender, in their view« is an article of commerce, 
and a machine of war ; h^ serves as a scare^ciow to obtaia 
concessions, or as a mantle to cove^r deeds of violence* 
AccordiQg to the necessities of the ease, he is either coi^ 

t The njahs are Hmdoo princes ; the nahcht are Mttssulmaii chieft. 
T)i$ tenn w^sini^ m mb^kf U a^dfod to othe» vmmots, w1k> an dM de- 
PH^Btt of t^ Sr^ XORgpl. 

5* 
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fimbd in a palace, or is surrounded with all the glitter of 
royalty. FinaHy, when a titled rajah, fatigiHed with' threats, 
and almost ruined by being plundered, wishes to terminate 
his cimcessions, the English will have nothing to do with 
this usurper ; they invoke the sacred cause of legitimacy, 
md replace the pretender on the throne of his fathers. 
But it is on condition that he will accept their exclusive 
{MK)teenon ; they take charge of his revenue, direct his af- 
fairs, exact fr<nn hini a large sum of tiiberte money, and or- 
der him to sleep in his palace. Such has been the con- 
stant and uniform progress of the English in all their usur- 
patk>ns, and thus the merchant becomes changed into a 
sovereign. 

Tins system was, commenced on the small rajahs of na- 
bobs, too happy to sell their independence for a throne. 
But it afterwards extended to more powerful princes and 
l^rge empires, and finally the great Mogul himself became 
the first vassal of the English company, who kept him 
stiictly dependant on them, although extending to him the 
external homage of sovereignty. Thns they willingly be- 
stowed on him all the ambitious titles of his powerful an- 
cestors the Aurengzeyb and the Tehanguir ; he was call- 
ed the sun of ihe world, the light of believers, his majesty 
AboolfMozzufer-Surajouden^Mohammed-Behadour. But 
all these titles served only to disguise his slavery under 
numerous trappings of pompous ceremonies. Shut up in 
his harem as in a prison, Mohammed was surrounded by 
an English body-guard, who watched all his motions, es- 
corted him from one apartment to another, and bestowed 
upon him those honors which he could not refuse. The 
English declared themselves his humble ministers, and in 
this character they took care of his revenues; they pro- 
claimed themselves his faithful servants, uid claimed the 
privilege of watching over his valuable life. Did he wish 
to take the air ? So great a prince could not appear in 
public, unless surrounded by all the homage due to the 
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qplendor of his rank ; the son of the world conU not af • 
pear, until his coming was announced to mortals. A thou- 
sand ^ns were therefore fired ; an army of elephants, ca- 
valiers, and palanquins was paraded, and when everything, 
was ready, the magnificent emperor could go out. He 
was, however, obliged to pay a pagoda for ey^ry gun fired, 
so that every promenade cost him seven thousand five hun- 
dred francs for smoke. 

At one time this poor Mohammed, who was a brave and 
resolute young man, attempted to emancipate himself, and 
spoke freely to his humble ministers the English. Some 
pieces of cannon even were found concealed. This led to 
explanation 5 complaints were made, and threats were ut- 
tered, and at one time the sun of the world was ^ven to 
have been shot. Finally the great Mogul, circumvented on 
all sides, was obliged to become reconciled to his satellites, 
and concealed his anger and his humiliation in his harem. 
The same system of espionage oppressed the nabob of the 
Cahiatic, Mohammed-Ghoos-Khan, that of Tandiman Ra- 
gouauth, the rajahs of Mysore, of Travancour, of Cochin, 
and all the small Rajahs, Rajahpoots, and Mahrattas of the 
north, at Gwailibr, Bhurkpoore, Karnoul Jessore, <&;c. <&;c. 

As, however, the support of this system was expensive, 
the English company simplified the thing, by removing its 
pensioners, in a very simple way. It organized a conspir- 
acy, at the head of which was always the compromised ra- 
jah, and this unfortunate man was suddenly seized and ar- 
rested for a conspiracy of which he was entirely ignorant. 
He was tried very quietly, and if not strangled, was con- 
demned to perpetual imprisonment. His pension was then 
awarded to the company, who had long before been in pos- 
session of his territory: In this manner the rajahs of 
Kourg, Karnoul, and many others were disposed of. In these 
bloody comedies, it is curious to observe the impertur-' 
bable gravity of the English when speaking with indignation 
of the bad faith or the treachery of those perfidious princes, 
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yAo bad beBQ loaded with bei^efits, but in whom they could 
place no confidence. ' 

This was the manner in which England obtained posses- 
sion of a vast territory of one million one hundred and 
twenty-eight thousand square miles, and embracing a popu- 
lation of two hundred millions. Biit these usurpations were 
aided by othet circumstances, and this gigantic power was 
developed by other acts of wickedness. In order to under- 
stand the situation of'the Indian empire cortectly, let us re- 
fer a little to events of an earlier period. 
, In 1732, the Mogul power was ruined.. The celebrated 
Thamas Koulikan, Shah of Persia, had conquered Hindos- 
tan, carried Delhi by assault, and made a prisoner of the 
great Mogul, with a booty estimated at more than five mil- 
lions. 

As a consequence of the wars in which the heirs of the 
conqueror were engaged, the Nabobs, Soubahs, Rajahs, and 
all the viceroys of the great Mogul endeavored to profit by 
the general confusion to render themselves independent. 
At tl^e same time the two inimical races, who since the 
conquest have always lived on the same soil, but have 
never blended with each other, the Mussulmen and the 
Hindoos, resumed their former contentions ; and these lat- 
ter judged the occasion a favorable one to strike off the 
Mussulman yoke, and avenge the religion of Brahma. 

The Mussulman princes took up arms : they wished to 
enlarge their personal power by the remains of the Mogul 
empire, and at the same time to punish the temerity of the 
Hindoos, who threatened the disciples of Mohammed. 

Among the Mussulman chiefs, Daoust-Aly-Khan, Nabob 
of Arcot, had assembled a formidable army, which was 
joined by a number of inferior nabobs, who took part in this 
religious war. He gave the command of his army to hit 
agn Sabder-Aly-Khan, and his son-in-law Sander-Saheb, 
and sent them to conquer the peninsula of the Ganges, which 
was then divided between the Hindoo rajahs of Tanjore, 
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Tncluiiopoly, Maimvn, Maditt«, and Mysore. The Mussul- 
man invaders conquered and captured successively, Trich- 
inopoly, Marava, Madura, and Cape Cormorin ; tbey then ' 
passed up the coast oi Malabar ; they conquered Travan^ 
cdre eauly, and then turned their attention to Tanjore. 

The rajah of this latter province, terrified by the rapid 
progress of the Mussulman army, retired to his capitol and 
sent for aid to his father, the powerful rajah of the Mahrattas. 
To his solicitations were added those of all the small rajahs 
who had been conquered, who represented to the Mahrattas 
that this was a crusade of Islamism against the Hindoo 
worship. The ministers of the Malia-rajah, all Brahmins, 
sustained their request, and the deliverance of the penin- 
sula was resolved upon. 

The Maha-rajah levied an army of one hundred and £fly 
thousand men, and sitty thousand horses, the command of 
which he gave to his son Ragogi-Soubah. The M^attaS 
commenced their march October 17, 1739. 

Daoust-Aly-Khan also advanced and took up a position 
in the impregnable defiles of the Ghauts* But he impru- 
dently intrusted one of the defiles to a Hindoo prince who 
served in his army. The latter, secretly persuaded by those 
of his own faith, permitted a considerable body of the Mah- 
rattas to pass, who advanced silently by certain by-ways, 
Slid violently assaulted the rear-<guard of Daoust, while 
Ragogi attacked him in front. The battle was terrible and 
severe. There were two entire nations: engaged in con- 
flict, and immense troops of elephants added on both sides 
10 the confusion and carnage. Daoust, sdrrounded with 
enemies, drove his elephant into the thickest part c^ the 
battle ;. but the Hindoo infantry assaulted the Mussulmen 
with their sUngs, a weapon in tho hands of a Mahratta as 
terrible as a musket. Daoust was struck by a stone thrown 
by his elephant, and his death became the signal of a gen- 
eral route. Fifty thousand Mussulmen were killed in these 
defiles, where they expected to have captured the enemy, 
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and the Mahrattas took an ei^al number of prisonara mtk 
an immense booty. 

This battle, which was fought on the 17th of May, 1740, 
was long remembered by the Mussalmen, for at this pericKd 
commenced the decline of their power in India. Promts 
time the Hindostan empire lost its unity. The rajahs were 
no longer obliged to bow before the power of Islsinism, snd 
profited by its disasters to become independent. On the 
other hand, the nabobs, who contended against the Hindooa, 
finding no support in the central power of Delhi, absolved 
themselves from all sovereignty, and the country was divi- 
ded among a great number of hostile sovereigns. Thinga 
were in a most favorable position for foreigik invaders, and 
this was the time that the English enlarged their eatabHah- 
ments on the borders of the Ganges. 

These details, though very imperfect, are importantf aa 
e:q>laining the history of the English power in India. The 
Mussulmen alone could resist the British power, but they 
had lost their influence in a decisive battle. The Hindoo 
rajahs could neither act with the same activity, nor. the 
same union. The powerful nation of the Mahrattas waa 
doubtless strong enough to repel the strangers f but the 
changeable and versatile character of these peojrfe, their 
rivalries and rapacity, could not resist the slow but ctNTupt 
action of the British agents. Hence the only serious dan* 
ger to the company came from a Mussulman chief, Hydi» 
Aly, all whose efforts tended to elevate. Islamism. The 
faU of the empire of Mysore was. undoubtedly a most use^ 
ful triumph to the English. It was the definite deatruetion 
of the Mussulman power. 
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IV.— COL. CLIVE CONSPIRACY OF THE ENGLISH AGAINST 

THE SOUBAH OF BENGAL, SURAJAH DOULAH HIS DEFEAT 

AND ASSASSINATION — VILLANY OF COL. CLIVE— MISERY OF 
THE INDIANS— rACCaaATION OF CLIVE BEFORE THE HOUSE 
OF COMMONS — HIS ACQUITTAL. 

At the time when the French power, which had hitherto 
preponderated in India, was compromised by the feeble ef- 
forts of Dupleix, the English establishment on the borders 
of the Ganges ^was commanded by a bold, avaricious, and 
emei man, who knew how to fight and to intrigue, and in 
whose opinion success justified every means. Colonel 
C^ve, faithful to British habits, shrunk from no perfidy 
which seemed to him profitable^ when accused for his 
Grimes, he justified himself by his triumphs ; it was the 
most acceptable argument he could use in a country where 
die honest man is he who succeeds. 

Let us glance now at some of the {mncipal events. Af- 
ter the death of Thamas Kouli-kan, and while his lieutenants 
iiere contending furiously for the succession, the Hindoos 
profited by the division of the conquerors, and placed on the 
throne of Delhi the descendants of Aurengzybe. But these 
degenerate kings could not regain their former power, and 
the nabobs, the rajahs, and soubahs, preserved their inde- 
pendence in spite of the fictitious sovereignty of the great 
Mogul, the Emperor of Hindostan. Among their princes* 
one of the richest and most powerful was the soubah of 
Bengal, Surajah Doulah. A neighbor of the English, and 
consequently surrounded by their spies, he entertained for 
them that deep hatred which they always knew how to ex- 
cite, in order to justify their aggressions. Aided by the 
brave Bussy, he had several times succeeded in his con- 
tests with them, when his allies the French were recalled 
to Pondicherry, just as they were about to aUack Fort 
WlOiam, at Calcutta, in 1757. CUve judged the opportoni- 
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ty to be favorable. He had, as usual, a pretender ready, 
Jaffier-Ali-KhaQ. But this was not sufficient. To facili- 
tate the victor]|r, it was necessary to find a traitor in the 
palace of Surajah Doulah. One of his principal ministers, 
Omichund, was purchased, and in a treaty signed by him, 
Clive, and Jaffier, it was agreed that Omichund should sur- 
render the capital city Moorshedabad, and that he should 
receive, as a price for his treason, five per cent, of the 
treasures of the soubah, and thirty lacks of rupees. The 
Realty was written and signed on red paper. 

The two arnues took the jfield, and met at Plassey. Su- 
rajah Doulah d^ended himself bravely, but surrounded witk 
traitors, and having with him no longer the French, by 
whose aid alone he- was enabled to resist European tactics, 
he was obliged to yield, was deserted, and took refuge ia, 
the cavern of a Fakir. 

The battle of Plassey occurred June 23d, 1747, This 
date is important, as it was the eommencementof the pow* 
er of the English, which soon afterwards was immensely 
developed. 

Unfortunately, the Fakir with whom Surajah had taken 
refuge was a celebrated thief, whose ears had been crop* 
ped by order of the soubah. Either from resentment or 
the hope of recompense, the soubah's {dace of refuge was 
mentioned to the conqueror. The soubah was seized by 
Clive, and although a prisoner of war, yet Olive ordered 
him to be beheaded. 

Shortly after, a jiew scene occurred at the palace Of 
Moorlshedabad. Omichund came to Jaffier apd Clive, to xe» 
ceive the price of his treason. As the English ^hief paid 
Omichund much less than had been agreed on, the latter 
complained that he had broken his word. " Have we not,'' 
said Clive, " complied with the agreement ?" at the same 
time producing an agreement which stipulated the sum 
which bad been paid him. ** Bujt that is not. our bargiun,", 
ori^ Omiphiiiid i ^* ours ^Mi on loed papcff."— •" Vcpry weU," 
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said Colonel Clire, '^ this is on wbiCe." Omichuad was 
amazed to find his own perfidy exceeded, and made no far- 
ther remarks ; they would hare been useless or dangeron^. 
^ Colonel Clire gave Jafiier twenty lacks of rupees, as 
compensation for his serrices. 

Having gained wealth for himself, Clive now wished to 
make some for the company, and he soon had an opportu- 
nity. Ramnarain, nabob of Patna, refused to acknowledge 
the authority of the new Soubah of Bengal, Jaffier-Ali- 
^an. The latter called upon his friends, the English, to 
assist him in subduing the rebellious vassal. Clive joined 
him with his troops, but first stipulated that the revenues 
of the three dis.tricts jof Bnidwan, Nuddea,- and Hougley, 
should be ceded to the company, Clive receiving an annui- 
ty of thirty thousand pounds sterling. On the approach of 
the English troops, Ramnarain surrendered, and was con- 
tinued in the principality of Patna, notwithstanding the ef- 
forts of Jafiter. But it was policy in Clive to keep in re- 
serve a rival to oppose to the soulwih. 

As a recompense for* his services, Lord Clive was ap- 
pomted by the company. Governor of Bengal. He kept 
this position only two years ; he was then forced to return 
to Europe, and was succeeded by Yansittart. 

New discords, however, arose among the Hindoos, and 
afforded the company a new pretext for war, and an un- 
looked for increase of power. The great Mogul, Shah- 
AQum, who inherited the throne, endeavored to regain the 
authority possessed by his illnstnous predecessors, and had 
commenced a war against Ramnarain and Sujah-ul-Doulah, 
and against Oude, a rich and beautiful province on the bor- 
ders of Bengal ; he declared hifi( intention of dispossessing 
'Jaffier*Ali-Khan, who had manifested hostile designs against ' 
him. 

The nabob of Palnah and soubah of Bengal had at first 
been assisted by the English, but the greiat Mogul having 
made iMgniileMit propositions to the latter^ they saw the 
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advantage to be derived from having the emperer, die king 
of kings, dependant upon them* The company &en secret^ 
ly resolved to abandon Jaffier-Ali-Khan» It was not diffi- 
cult to become estranged from him, as he was extr^jnely 
weak and irresolute, but his son, Chuta Nabob, a bold and 
enterprising young man, who was already known for his 
hatred of foreigners, wa^ not so easily imposed upon. Al- 
ready the English had complained of his indocility. While 
deliberating what was best to be done with him, the young 
nabob accompanied the English troops to Patna $ one day 
he was found dead in his tent ; the English said he was 
killed by lightning. 

Disembarrassed of this obstacle, Yansittart sent to the 
soubah a long memorial, setting forth to his faithful ally the 
numerous grievances which obliged him to withdraw the 
protection of the English from the soubah. '* It seems evi- 
dent," said the governor, <' that your ministers attend only 
to their interests i they neglect the good of the country, 
and oppress your unhappy subjects. On seeing the affiiirs 
in the hands of unworthy men, I iraise my eyes to heaven, 
and complain to Providbnce of having been sent to this 
country in the midst of such great calamities." This hy- 
pocritical message closed by an amicable reconmiendation, 
in which the governor advised Jaffier to receive Coesien- 
Ali-Khan as his coadjutor. 

Ja^er^ unable to resist, was in no hurry to obey, and oa 
the 19th of October, 17(M), the day of the great Hindoo fes- 
tival. Colonel Caillaud appeared in front of the palace al 
the head of the English troops, having with him Cossieii!* 
Ali-Khan. The doors Mrere closed, and Caillaud seat to 
the soubah a messengw with a letter from the governor, la 
which it was stated that he, the governor, had detached aa 
armed force to deUver him from his wicked advisers, pio- 
teeiiag at the same time, and in the usual terms, that his 
only motive was the iatereffts of the sonbatu 
On veoeiviiig this letter, JaffiMreodd ii|»tooiifirol hit< 
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tiffpn. £zcif^ by ang«r and fear, he sometimes exclaimed 
thai no. oath was sacred with the £nglish } sometimes he 
deplored the death of his son, which ex|x>sed his old age 
to the mercy of traitors* While he was lamenting, the 
English Gooinfiander sent him message after message, and 
finally sent word that he should commence an assault on the 
palace* The (Ad man was terrified, sn^itted, and con* 
sented to abdicate in favor of Cossien, providedJiis life and 
honor should be respected, and that he should receive a 
pension suitable to hi» rank. These conditions were grant'* 
ed to him, and he retired to Calcntta with the governor, 
who was interested in keeping the soubah within his reach, 
as a means oi assuring himself of the fidelity of Cossien* 
Ali-Khan. 

Agreeably to the treaty pirevioiisly signed at Calcutta, thd 
sew soubah granted to the company the revenue of several 
districts o[ his kingdom, and made, at the same time, a spe- 
cial donation of twenty lacks of rnpees, which were divided 
between Yansitt^, CaiUaud, Holwell, and Sumner, mem" 
bers of the council of the {^residency. 

But scarcely were the presents given and received, than 
the agents at Calcutta complsined oi their new ally. * Un* 
der Jaffier, every article of commerce had been subjected 
to exorbitant duties ; the English agents alone were ex- 
eippted from pajdng any duty. This odious privilege con* 
Btituted a monopoly in &vor of the English which ruined all 
the Hindoo merchants, and brought considerable sums to 
the con^any. Cossien had obtained from Yansittart a 
convention, which, by diminishing the duties, perontted the 
natives to compete with strangers. The English merchants 
of Calcutta and other towns complained loudly, and the 
government sent a deputation to Cossien, to demand a modi* 
fication of the treaty. But the soubah replied that, he had 
comi^ied with all hie engagements, «nd he hoped that the 
English would be as faithful to theirs as he had been to 
kia. UafortnAstely, some of the nattves who were inform- 
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ed of the Tiail of 4be English depnti^d, a»MiIed them on 
tlieir retnn), aad massacred ibem. This act of Yiolenc€( 
gave the council of the presidency a legitimate pretext for 
breaking the treaties. Jaffier was invited to resume iiis 
dignity, and an En|^ish army advanced against Cossien^' 
Ali-Khan. 

Notwithstanding the capture of his capital, Cossien de-> 
fended himself with vigor, fought two battles with the Eng' 
lish, and retired with tho remnant of his troops to Sujab- 
ul-*Doulah, with whom also was the Great Mogul, who had- 
accepted the alliance of this pawerfid nabob, or rather had 
been retained by him in a kind pf honorable captivity. It 
was a good opportonity to penetrate into the rich province 
of Oude; but it was with extreme repugnance ^t he 
took part in the war against Sujah'^ul-Doolah. A passive 
instrument of British ambiti<m, his chains Weighed heavily 
upon him. Major Carnot, the English commander, thei^ 
received an ^der to watch him closely, so as to prevent all 
correspondence between him and the nabob ; and Jaffier, - 
the prisoner of his allies, was involved in a war against a 
prince whom he respected. 

Chagrined and wearied, the unhappy soubah returned 
with an escort to his p^ace of Moorshedabad, where he 
was soon affected with a* disease of debility. Perceiving 
that life was ebbing away^he calledhissonNajim-Ul-Doulah, 
and in the presence of Uie English residents, gave him a ' 
paper containing his last instructions : he particularly re- 
commended the rajah Nundcomar, a faithful and efficient 
man, for prime minister. 

Jaffier had not<been dead lon^, when the English envoys ' 
came from Calcutta, under pretext of offering condolence. - 

Their first visit was to Jugget-Seot, the treasurer of the 
soubah. <' Do something ibr us," they said, ** and we will 
protect you." As the treasurer pretended not to understand 
them, they made a more fbrmid demand. '* Give us,^ said 
they, " five ladu of rupees, and •rerything shall be as yon 
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wishi" In Tain Jogg^t-Seet wuhefd to vvtM, this <^cM 
' pillage ; afl^r bargainipg for a Ipiig tuB^» they received (me 
hundred and twenty-dve thousand rupees. 

The envoys then came to NaJiiOfml-Doulah, and ordered 
him to take Reza-Khai| as prime minister, who had alwaya 
been the avowed enemy of Jj^wr. The young soubah 
stated the dying wishes of his father, and showed them his. 
written inatructiqns. " What signifies that bit of paper V! 
said they j, *' must our wishes giye place to those of aa old 
dead man ?" And they ibrced him to receive Reza-Khaa^ 
The latter, as a compensation for this service, divided 
among his protectors the furniture, jewels, houses, and ele* 
phants of the soubah. This act of robbery was so scandal- 
ous, that Najim-ul-Doulah complained bitterly to the £ng« 
lish authorities at Calcutta. But the leaders of the com^ 
pany could not censure actions of which they themselvee 
had been guilty. 

While these events occurred, and the war was continued 
against Soujah-ul-Doulah, Lord Clive arrived at Calcutta' 
with the title of governor, and clothed with the full powers 
of the company. A signaL victory was gained over the 
nabob, after which the jgreat JUiegul, Shah^AUum, escaped 
from Oude, and placed himself under the protection of the 
English. 

Lord Clive received the king of kings with cordjiali^, 
and promised to restore him to his throne at Delhi, provi* 
ded he would grant the company, perpetually, the revenues 
of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa. His impe-!* 
rial majesty signed the firman, reserving to himself <mly 
an annual tribute of twenty-six lacks of rupees. Sujah-ul- 
Doulah soon followed the example of his sovereign. He 
consented to pay fifty lacks, as an indemnity for the expen- 
ses of the war, and also gave up the revenues of his pro- 
vince, receiving a personal pension of forty-two lacks. 

These treaties were signed in August, 1765, and after 
that time the agents of the company were termed the iaag« 
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nificent merchanui of the EEst Indisa Compaiqr, receivers 
of the magnificeat provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissay 
servants of the magnanimous emperor, Shah-Allum. 
' These conoesstons foroughl immense wealth into the cof- 
fers of the East India Company. In his account to ^e 
council at Calcutta, Lord Clive made a statement of the 
profits produced by these late treaties. 

The revenues of the three provinces are two hundred 
and fifty lacks ; the pension panted to the nabob is forty- 
two lacks ; the- tribute to the emperor is twenty-six lacks ; 
the civil and military expenses* of the company are sixty 
lacks. There remain then as nett profit to the company, 
one hundred and twenty-two lacks of mpeeis (thirty mifiions 
and a half) per annum. 

This immense fortune, however, did not satisfy the Eng- 
lish agents. The cruelties of the war only despoiled 
their enemies i the oppression of the laws was csdculated 
to concentrate in their hands all ihe riches of the Hindoos 
who obeyed them. Commercial plunder, however, was to 
be more destructive than military pillage. 

The articles of the greatest consumption in India, are 
salt, toKacco, and the betel-nut.* Upon these articles no 
duty had ever been imposed, for they were objects of pri- 
mary necessity. It was this consideration which tempted 
the avidity of the English. A duty of fifty per cent, was 
imposed on the salt, fifleefi per cent, on the betel-nut, and 
twenty-five per cent, on the tobacco. AU these duties 
were paid into the treasury of the company ; but it was al- 
so necessary to sadsfy many prrrate individuals, speculators 
who came from London to explore the Asiatic continent. 
It was then decreed that the English merchants, as sove- 
reigns, acknowledged by the great Mogul, should be exempt- 
ed from all duty. This rendered competition impossible, 
and ruined at a blow all the Hindoo merchants. This ex- 

* Tbe betel-nut k a species of pepper/ mixed by the Hindoos with tbs 
Mec«4iiit, and is diewedbj the oathreB. 
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ehmre nuHiopaljr dao eaaUed the English to demand bo 
extnavfigant pme for evtayibangf and to realize large profits. 

The right of territcMrial property was next invaded. Ac« 
cofding to Oriental law, Uie Zemindars or proprietors ar# 
considered as holding their lands directly from the sore* 
reign, who is the oMstar of the whole territory, with cer 
tain fendal reservations. These reservations constitntei 
the territorial tax ; the English pretended to consider then 
as die rent of the farmers, and treated the Zemindars as 
lessees. Under pretext that most of the leases were ir- 
regular, they annulled all the titlee, and without any regar6 
for rights acknowledged from time iramemoriad, they sold 
thp leases to the highest bidder. This act of extreme vil- 
lany, which changed entirely the territorial property of 
three provinces, brought with it ruin and desolation. Most 
of the rich Hindoo families were ejected from their proper- 
ty by the employers of the company ; it was the most out- 
rageous act of robbery that could be imagined. 

It was followed by what always happens after great so- 
cial derangements ; the revennes of the company diminish- 
ed in consequence of the misery they had caused. The 
natives, stripped by continual exactimis, were obliged to 
renounce their betel-nut and tobacco* Those who cultiva- 
ted the earth sowed with fear, and gathered in sorrow. Im- 
mense tracts of country remained uncultivated ; and a great 
drought added te the causes of distress, and cutoff the cro^ 
of rioe, which forms the principal subsistence of the Hin- 
doos. 

The English monopdists eagerly seized this opportunity 
to buy up aU the rice in the nutrkets ; and the Hindoos, 
who could on no aecount eat meat, had no alternative but 
to give the little money which remained, for a few handftds 
of rice, or to die of starvatum* 

All the poor people (and the English administration had 
made many) lived for a long time on roots, but this unhealthy 
nourishment could not relieve dieir sufferings, and the hor* 



Digitized 



by Google 



M TH8 IN»I«i. 

fov&6f pasttleaee were soon addod i&'ihoB^x^f fkmine; Lm 
any one imagine the ravages of ikese tm> scourges, under 
a burning sun in a liot chraate, and in tbe midst of an im- 
^▼erished population, oppressed by greedy officers. 
Whole families perished ; cities werd depopulated ; the 
waters of the Ganges were corrupted by the number of 
dead bodies whidi floated down its tide. These beautifbl 
prorinces, so peaceful and happy under the Mogul dynasty, 
were changed into terrific churchyards and ckarnel-houses. 
The English now saw that even pillage, to be profitable, 
must be subjected to certain rules. The revenues of the 
^company were not sufficient to pay its expenses, and the 
privileged merchants derived no profit from a monopoly 
which had ruined and starved the population. 

The pecuniary embarrassments of the company were 
also mcreased, by the war against Hyder Aly, to such an 
ctztent, that the annual pensions paid to the nabob of Oude 
and the great Mogul were reduced thirty-four lacks. It is 
Irue that a certain price had been paid for these revenues, 
but the English found it was extremely simple for an ally 
to pay for their improvidence. 

Finally, affairs tpok so disastrous a turn that the court of 
directors at London thought necessary to send a cOnnnis- 
aion of inquiiy, with full power to remedy the evils of East 
Indian administration This commission was composed of 
Yansittart, Scrafton, and FcMrd; They embarked in Sep- 
4emb«r, 1760 ; but either from aecideat or design, the ves- 
sel was never heard from. This vain attempt, which ter* 
ninated so unfortunately, attracted the attention of parlia- 
ment, and Lord Glive on his return to Europe was accused 
in the House of Commons by General Burgoyne, of the 
numerous robberies with which he had been connoted. 
Among other facts, were stated the occurrences at the death 
of Surajah-Dottlah, the treaty with Omichuud, and the enor- 
mous sums paid by Jaffier-Ali-Khan. Lord Olive, when 
ealied befiire ttie committee of uiquiry, stated that he saw 
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blamed for accepting t^ presents ; as tke sonbab, aeedrA* 
ing to the Oriental cttstom, had tendered a recompense in 
a manner suitable to his rank, for the efiforts of those who 
had been his Mends. He added, that the only principles 
DThich governed him were the interests of the company, 
and the honfor of hfs country. *' Yes," exciairaed C<kon^ 
Barre in the Hosse, *Mhe immense fbrtones nniassed Hy^ 
tilie^offieers of the com|mny hare dotfbtless all been ^ned 
hMorably ! if the ptopetty of the natires has been takto 
by violence, yon say, it is by the rights ai war ; if it has 
been extorted by' cunning, it is a compensation for dis- 
dngnished services ; if it is taken by a monopoly, it i» 
an act of trade. All these subtile distinctions between exac- 
tions and presents, between plunder and recompense, may 
satisfy the magnificent merchants of the company, but they 
are unworthy to be listened to by legislators." 

Lord Clive, howeveY, found some to defend him. His 
brilliant victories were eulogized, and attention was drawn 
to the vast territory of the East, founded principally by an 
officer whom it was now attempted to dishonor. **What 
do his accusers wish 1" said they ; " will they pretend to 
Restore to the dispossessed princes their rank and empire ? 
give back to the inhabitants their riches and lands ? No,' 
the state wants to keep the conquered countries, and pun* 
ish the conqueror ; to profit by the riches acquired, and to 
dishonor the man who obtained them. If Lord Clive is 
gmlty, the government is his principal accomplice." 

These remarks were true, but they did not justify Ldifd 
Clive 5 they lonljr imfdicated the government in his villany. 

However, they made an impression, and an amendment 
tP the resolution was offered, vijs.^ ^at L&td Clive had vcn* 
dered signal services to his country. This amendment 
was carried by a large majority, and the accusation was 
'quashed. Lord Clive, however, feltTividly this attack up* 
dn Mb reputation ; his haughty spirit was indignaiB at-lhis 
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the proud vicerpy oommitted suieide. 



v.— CK)VBRNMENT OF WARRXtV HASTINaB« 

Notwithst^itdiog the scandalotifr acquittal of Lord Clive, 
tbe robberies by the agents of the coaipa&y had been sc^ 
aeverely attacked by the opposition in parliament, that the 
government was obliged to seek a remedy. It would have 
been very* easy to introduce good laws into this imp<Nrtant 
polony, and the time for doing so was favorable i for the 
financi^ embarrassments of the company 6bliged them to 
call upon parliament for relief; the evils they hadperpetra* 
ted had recoiled upon their own heads ; they had introdu* 
ced ruin and famine into Bengal, and had impoverished 
themselves by their O][^ressions. The directors of the 
company at London had accepted the treaties made in 
Bengal, which required a great deal of money, and they 
found it impossible to meet their en^gementa« They were 
in debt to ^e Bank of England for money advanced to the 
Custom House, on account of duties^ to the exchequer for 
airears on their annual contribution of four hundred thou« 
sand pounds steding. Bankruptcy was staring &em in the 
lace, when they applied to the government for a loan of 
one million five hundred thousand pounds. Padiament 
was then discussiug this proposition. 

^ Lord North, the prime minister, thought the occasion a 
favor^e one for increasing his own power. Hitherto the 
company had been independent in the Indies. The civil 
and military officers were chosen by it ; it disposed of the 
sovereignty of its territorial conquests, and ezceptiog the 
aimual tax of four hundred thousand pounds, which was 
paid, very irregularly, the goverument derived nothing from 
the revenue of its numerous provinces. Immense private 
fortunes had been realized amid all these troubles, but noth- 
ing had been doi&e &t the goveTument. Eogba^ bibd gain-. 
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ed nodititg from her Indian possessions, except the re** 
preaches of new crimes and shameful Jobberies. 

Hence it was natural for the minister to wish to subject 
this colony to government, give unity to his administration, 
and impose on its agents a strict responsibility, and it would 
have been in conformity with the principles of every good 
government. But Lord North had other views. He had 
to'contend against a formidable opposition ; he had exhaust- 
ed every means of corruption to preserve his majority in 
Parliament. But he could not respond to the avidity of his 
interested defenders ; venality was pressing and demanded 
more plunder. The rich offices of the Indies would sup- 
ply him with new resources, and the servants of the crown 
could be provided for liberally, if advantage could be taken 
of the embarrassments of the company. The conduct of 
llie minister was very skilful on this occasion, as he seem- 
ed to be guided by maxims of sound policy, and attempted 
to gain his ends only by laws of generd utility. When 
the demand for the loan was presented to the house, Liord 
North rose and stated, that he thought it politic to assist 
the company, but not ju^ ; that its nnmeirous errors did not 
entitle it to favor, unless the interests of England required 
the colony to be protected against the mismanagement of 
its directors ; it had always been admitted in politics that 
the territory acquiied by the subjects of a state became the 
property of the state, and should be governed by its laws. 
He concluded by stating the positive right of government 
to interfere in ail the company's afiairs, and particularly in 
its political administration. 

The resolution of the minister was supported by those 
who had so long opposed the tyranny of the sovereign mer- 
chants of India ; it was then decided that most of the pub* 
lie officers and alsa the important one of governor-general 
should be nominated by the crown. He was to be assisted 
by a eouncil of five members, over whom he was to preside, 
aad here a ewting vote. At this period the Governor of 
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Bengal was mtrosted with the coaunaod of the gorMoom. 
of all the other stations. 

As soon as this increase of authority was panted to the 
governor-generdl, the famous Warren Hastings was appoint- 
ed in 1772, and the opposition was convinced, that the re* 
forms introduced by the minister were very unprofitahie to 
the Hindo09rand strengthened tjnranny by concentrating it. 

One of the first acts of Hastings was to arrest Rez& 
Khan, the same who at the death of Jaffier hadheen inst^U* 
ed as minister by the English to Najim-ul'Doulah. Shorts 
ly afterwards, he imprisoned Shitab-Roy, who performed 
the same duties at Patna that Reza Khan did at Moorshe- 
dabad. The pretence was the abuses of these ministevsi 
but the true reason was, to compel thera to purchase tkmx 
liberty. Six months after their imprisonment, Hastings^ 
who had attempted ii^ vain to extort large sums of money- 
from them, wrote to the court of directors : ." It may seem 
surprising, that Reza Khan and Shitab-Roy are detained 
so long in prison without trial*; but their actions have exci- 
ted many enemies against the British government, and I 
did not wish to bring them to trial, because no one would 
testify against them." It WQuld doubtless be difficult to s^y^ 
more in their justificsition, and yet these unfortunates re- 
mained two years in close confinement, when the governor- 
general himself declared them innocent. We shall see 
hereafter the cause of his change of opinion. 

In the mean time, the Mahrattas, who were Always roving 
and plundering, had invaded the province of Oude, The 
nabob, Sujah*ul-Doulah, a tributary of the English, invoked 
their protection, and the Mahrattas were driven to the ter- 
ritory of |he Rohillas, situated to the north of Oude, and 
east of the Ganges. 

The Rohillas were anumg the most warlike tribes of In- 
dia, but being too few to resist the Mahrattas, they involved 
the assistance of the nabob and his English auxiliaries. 
Fprty la^ of rupees were promised as. the pri^eef this 
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iBlUAnco^ Sajfth-nl-DiKiiah, vbo had long been the eneoiiy 
of the RohUlas, was at first inclined to reject their demand. 
Blit Hastings was tempted by the money, and ordered him . 
to march against the Mahrattas, who were forced to leave 
the invaded terfitory. 

AHer their deliverance^ however, the Rohillas w^re in 
no hnny to keep their engagements. The nsJjob express* 
ed his impatience, as did the goventor*general, who, equally 
avaricious, but more cunning, induced him to declare waar 
against his ungrateful allies. Finally, in an interview at- 
Benares, it was agreed to exterminate the Rohillas. 

Sujah-ul*Doolah was influenced by his hatred for his old 
neighbors, Hastings by his insatiate cupidity; for it htA 
been agreed that the forty lacks of rupees should be psid 
to the English ; the nabob had reserved for himself only, 
fte right of exterminating his enemies. Never was bioed 
bargained for more freely; the lives of an entire populaUoa 
were sold« like an article of merchandise, and not only sold 
but delivered. 

The war, as Sujah-nl'Doulah had stipulated it should h^f 
was one of extermination. We cannot detail the cruel 
massscres that were perpetrated. Ail the refinements of 
oriental vengeance were exhausted .upon the unhappy Ro^ 
hillas ; women, children, and old men wero Unrtured, ani- 
mals were nmtilated, and houses were burned. Some £ng^ 
lish ofiicers, who were forced to assist in these barbarities, 
objected to them very strongly, and complained to the gov- 
ernor-general of the service in which they were employed. 
One of them, Colonel Champion, wrote several letters to 
Hastings, detailing his indignation, and saying thai. the 
anthority exercised by the nabob over the English army, 
gave the war a character of atrocity for which he could not 
be responsible. He complained that he could not assist 
those unfortimate Rohillas, who were cruelly massacred 
before his face, aoid that he was obliged to close his ears 
against the piteous ories of widows and orphans. Ho 
9* 
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painted a friglitful pictiare of all the cnieltiea he had wi^> 
nesaed, and did not diagmse itom the gOTemor hia horror 
of such conduct. But all hia complaiata were Tain ; Haat* 
ioga admitted that if he opposed the measures of the Sujah, 
thia prince might refuse to pay him the sum he had promised* 
And, in fact, the naboh wrote to him about the same time : 
"DoQAt forget that my resolution is iiZBd; the. RohiUas 
must be ezterminatedj and it was with that view that I . 
clatmed the assistance of the English." 

In vain did the itirectors of the company complain of this 
bad policy, which gave so much power to Sujah-ul-Doidah ; 
in vain did they represent to Hastmgs, that the Rohillas 
formed a useful barrier against the invaaions of the Mah«' 
raltas, and that it was better to spare them than' to extend 
the power of the nabob of Oode. Hastings' reply revealed, 
his policy. '* It is not«" said he to the directors, " because 
I wish to serve Sujah-ul-Doiilah, but you. I wish to bring 
large sums of money into the treasury, and to carry thi» 
prince nearer the frontier of the Mahrattas, in order that 
their fears may render th«n stillmore dependant on you." 
'* l^e principles which havei guided the Marquis of Hast- 
ings," said Fox in parliament, '<are horrible $ they are 
those of small m^cenary states. But it is disgraceful Jbs 
a pewerfd nation tike G^eat Britain to say, * Fay me, or I 
will exterminate you.' Yet ibis is the language of him 
who has been intrusted with the government of one of the. 
largest possessions of the British empire. ^ Pay the forQr 
lacks of rupees I demand/ and then I will disobey my or-- 
ders ; I will unite my forces with yours, we will extermi- 
nate the Rohillas, and divide their territory.' For the lao- 
gnnge of Hastings is poeidve. ' If you do not pay the nma^ 
prsmisedy you shall b^ extvmunated.' This simple and 
positive language is more powerful than any eloquence." 
^ Some of Hastings' friends tried to excuse him by sayinf 
that he had made a treaqr widi Siijah-ul«Donlah» had entev^ 
edinto a guarantee, and was ot^ged to assist him. Fas 
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cqppeved ^mkiffia teliementlj : " N»yer," said he, ** hftfe-- 
I heard a doc^iaa similar to that Jiow uttered on this floor. 
Instead of being^ mediators, ihoQ, must we co-operate with 
the most, barbarous veogeaace, the most atrocious rapine. 

*^ I.iiiid> first, that it is necessary tO' examine if a grant is 
a guarantee, and I will aay, if th«» be no g«araatee, Hasl^ 
isigr is. guilty 5 if the guanintee was given, it is impardon« 
able ; a guarantee aggravates all faidts; In fact, why tafes; 
up arms if the dii^uto is for money % Fetty lacks of ru^ 
pees were ihe cmly thing in dispute ; 1^ requisitioii has 
been made (ox it ; the counti^ was invaded. Compare ^av 
with the course which Hafitiqgs ought to have pursued, «r 
me^atof , On the contrary, what has been his^ cojiffse ? 
He has received a recompeBse, to iiequtre a sum of mnoimf 
of those whom he had engaged by a tafeaty to defends Timb 
to the character of a cmel: invader, he adds thatof aeonrupl 
and perjured judge. 

** And can such a man iind apok^fists in the Home of 
Coomionq^.? a nol^e Lord (Molgrave) has said, with aston*^^ 
iidiing sagacity and wonderM irony, 'Must a governor iflt 
India consult Puffendorf and Grotius V certainly not $ but 
hooujg^t to consult the laws o€ natare ; his conduct is not 
to be. guided hf an^ bookf but by a general law of a knowl^' 
edge of all countnes, those, laws which govern the humaa' 
race, those laws which rest upon humanity, sad x>n' which 
hmnnsity reposes." 

Hastmgs, howevcnr^ soon became liable to serious atecu* 
satiotts. When the great Mogul, Shah AMum, was attaek** 
ed by the Mahrattas, he had placed the |H*ovinc«s oi Corah 
attd Alla'Hited under the protection of the Ea^sh, 
Hastmgs sdd these provinces to Sujah-ul-Doulah for flft)^« 
lacks of rupees, and shordy after this perfidy, he suf^ress^^ 
*ed the tribme of tweoty^six* laoks ptfid by the compai!^ tO' 
Sbdi Allum^ because ^s prince, betrayed by the Engtish,^ 
had formed an alUance with tho Mitoattas. 

Thus, this uafertunate emperor was plundered when he 
8 
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tiiMied to a Britisli aUnnce, and robbed when he lejectejb 
Hbb aHiance. 

In 1775f Sujak-id-DoQlah died. The first act of the an- 
preme council <^ Calcutta was to demand of his eucceseoTf 
fei a minor, Asoff-vd-Donlah, the entire payment of the 
aniount due by the rajah. The money being ^id, the 
Bngiish then signified that a8 the engagements made wiA 
the old nabob were nullified by his death, and that Ins soc- 
eessor must pay new subsidies for their protection. Th^ 
had demanded the arrears on the faith of certain treaties 
which wwe forgotten when there was nothingraore to re» 
Wre. 

In accordance with this principle^ they again took pos- 
session of the proTinces of Corah and AUa-Habad, whieh 
they had sold to the rajah, and to regain their possession, 
tte new nabob was obliged to cede his rights to the tern* - 
tory of the Rajah Cheit-Sing, Zemindar of Benaves. 

The^ rajah received notice of this eession, but the gov«r- 
aor-genend added,, that he could not despoil this piinoe of 
his territory, but that the British goyemmMit would be eon- 
tent with the payment of an annual tribute. 

Cheit-Stng, unable to resist, agreed to the propositions, 
and a treaty was concluded between him and the gOTemor 
iA 1775. By this treaty it was stipulated, that so kmg as 
the ra|i^ paid this debt punctually, and obeyed the authori- 
ties of the British government, no more should be demaiid-. 
ed of him ; and that no one should have the right to inter- 
fine with his authority, or to disturb in any manner the 
peace of hie territiMry. 

This langusge wi^ very precise, and left no pretext 6x 
new extortion. The rajah, however, soon ascertained the 
value of a treaty with British agents. Hastings, on his own 
aiDithority, and even without consulting the supreme council * 
1^ Calcutta, <urdered the rajah to make an extraordinary pay- 
ment of five lafiks o( rupees. 

Chf ii»Si|ig eomplaioed levdly of a deinaiid so differvnt 
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ftomtbo 0ijpa|«tioii ofs 1775^1hU foioseelng^ tbat he would 
be compelled to yield, requested at least that he mightfoaka 
the payment at difiPdrent periods, as quarterly aiditioas to 
his^ tribute. „ • 

Hayings replied} that the whole sum must be paid ea a 
certain day. The rajah, ibrced to obey, paid the sum de« 
manded, but declared that he regarded this extortion as a 
violatioa of ^ treaty, and that it must not $erve as a rule 
for the future. 

I'he same demand, however^ was made the next year, 
which was paid by the unfortuiiate rajah^ after agamiNTOtest- 
ing against the violation of the treaty. A third {^ymoQl 
was also levied, but tbia time the indignanjt. rajah did not 
yield until Benares was beset hy the British trpope. 

Shortly afterwards, Hastinga made a ]:equisition for. a 
thousand cavalry soldiers. Cheit-Sing answered that ho 
did not possess but .tlurteen hundred horses in all $ that he 
could not spare more than five hundred, hut would fumiah 
a body of five hundred.infantry. 

/« My patience," says Hastings, '* is now exhausted. I 
find that my demands are never fully complied with." 
, " This language/' says Fox, " is certainly very remark- 
able, and unequalled in impudence. When yre conaider 
the facts, the violation of treaties by the same man who 
made them, and find the rajah year after year granting 
what was so unjustly demanded, and when we hear Hast-t 
ings say that his patience was exhausted because the ra^ 
^h refused to send a thousand cavalry when he owned 
only thirteen hundred horses, what shall^ we say to his re^ 
marks : * I then resolved to turn these frequent refusals to. 
the advantage of the company ?' " 

Never was there a more horrid idea than that of pun* 
ishing a man, not to serve as an example, but for the ad« 
vantages of a company. Hastings then resddved to demand 
fifty lacks of rupees of Cheit-Sing on account of hia fire* 
silent refusals, and in oi^der that nothing iQight he, wimting 
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to die odious character of tbis tyranny, tie went hionetf to 
Benares with all the pomp of a conqueror, and 'obliged 
Oheit-Sing to pay the expenses of the journey. 

Having taken possession of Benares, he •levied enormous 
contributions on the country, which was already impover- 
ished by English rapacity. Finally, Cheit-Sing, finding 
lliat his former concessions had only excited the rapacity 
of the govemor^general, attempted to resist. But it was 
too late ; his palace was attacked by the English troops, 
was pillaged, and he was arrested and dethroned. 

Derbege-Sing, w)io took the place of the dethroned rajah, 
soon found that he had accepted a place which was ruinous, 
and that the wealth of the throne was not sufficient to meet 
the constant demands upon him^ But with Hastings it 
was necessary to pay or be deposed. Derbege-Sing was 
displaced and imprisoned, and the administration of affairs 
was intrusted to Jagher-Deo*Seo. The latter, warned by 
the example of his two predecessors, tried in every mode 
to fill the British treasury. The country was loaded with 
taxes in every form, or rather it was subjected to robberies 
which ruined most of the people. The tax-gatherer was ac- 
companied by the executioner, and inhuman cruelties were 
perpetrated upon those inhabitants who refused to give up 
the last remnant of their fortune. 

Jagher executed all the wishes of Hastings, when the 
latter returned to Calcutta, persuaded that he had found a 
tributary who Understood him. 

Some, however, of the council of Calcutta, began to find 
the tyranny of Warren Hastings intolerable. This council, 
as we have already seen, was composed of Gve members, 
including their president, the governor-general. Three of 
its members, Clavering, Monson, and Francis, remonstrated 
to Hastings, and resolved to oppose the oppression of the 
Hindoos as far as * possible. They soon had occasicm to 
attack him. 

After the death of the Nabob of Oade, die regeney and 
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Ao tufcekge of yowtg Azoff-ul-^Do&Iah ,w«s disimted by 
•ererd ^ hif rddtives. This regency 1^ the right of 
miperinteBdence over tiU the prop^i^ of Uie nabob, under 
ih0 exfnress coBditicm that a faithful account of it should 
be g^en to the supreme council at Calcutta. The regency 
was givett, by the infiu^dce of Hastings, to the begum or 
widow. But the council sooa discovered, that in the ac- 
counts of the regent there was a sum of 970,000 rupees 
unaccounted £or. On being questioned on this point her 
replies were evasive^ but she finally admitted that she had 
paid the governor 150,000 rupees, and the same sumtoluB 
secretary. 

About ^s time another accusation was made. The 
collector of the district of Hoagly had paid 72,000 rupees. 
Of this sum he gave 36,000 to Hastings, and 4,000 to his 
secretary. The council of Calcutta resolved to follow np 
this affiur, and ordered a complaint to be laid against Haa]^ 
ings; but the governor-general opposed it, and declared 
that he would permit no inquiry in regard to it. A, ms^ority 
of the council were oppo9ed to himf but he would not 
abide by its decisions, and a scandalous collision thus oo^ 
curred between the agents of the government, added to the 
disorders of the country. A new accuser^ however, now 
appeared, whose rank and importance rendered the position 
of Hastings more difficult, and the opposiuon of the council 
more powerful* It will be remembered that Jaffier-Ali- 
Khan, on his death-bed, had recommended his son to take 
the rajah Nundcomar for his priilft minister. The latter 
bad been discarded by the English, and since that time he 
constantly opposed toeign oppression, and was quietly 
exciting the Hindoos to^throw 00* the British yoke. Un« 
derstanding, however, that his effi>rts were useless, he 
undertodi to attaek the English through the channel of the 
law^ and to profit by their rapacity and jealousies. He 
waa aware that h» should be supported by members of tha 
^mo^ md ibe brtd rapaoiiy ^^f the govomor-g «nesal ma^ 
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plied testimony for accusation. He accused Hastings oi 
having received large silms of mone^ from Reza Khan and 
Sbitab Roy, to admit their innocence, after having Icept 
them imprisoned for a long time, and under false pretences, 
tte offered also to prove that Hastings had received 354^000 
tiipees for nominating the begum of Oude to the regency/ 

Sucli formal accusations, on the part of a man occu- 
pying so high a station as Nundcomar, produced a great 
sensation, and he v^s called upon to testify before the 
couficil. Hastings was extremely indignant, and pn^tested 
that he would not suffer Ms accuser to^be examined foe(br^ 
a council of which he was president. The majority per- 
sisted. The governor exclsdmcfd against the audacity of 
his colleagues, and dissolved the session ; b^t they paid no 
attention to his threats. He then withdrew, protested 
against all that should be done in his absence^, and he was 
followed by Barwell, who was the fifth member, and was 
always devoted to the governor. 

The examination, however, continued. Nundcomar sus- 
tained his assertions, brought forward his proofs, and like- 
wise stated the sums which he himself had paid Hastings, 
ih his capacity of receiver of the province of Hougley. It 
appeared from his deposition that the begilm had paid 
Hastings two lacks of rupees. 

"' The council now ordered Hastings to return the suiin 
he had unjustly receiv^sd. The Accused refused to answer. 

Instead of entering into eiiplanations in regard to fkt 
charges against him, he adopted a different course, uid 
became himself an acoaiser. A criminal prosecution was 
commenced by him against Nundcomar, for f^Hrciag a man 
named Oomm4ul-ad-Dien to write an injurious petition 
against several high English functionaries. laspkeoftha 
efforts of Hastings, Nundcomar was honorary acquitted. 

But he had to deal with an adversary who did not eanly 
ttaadon his prey ; and things had come to a point whsM 
iBin^gS'ttiast'ioso Us i^ov^nkliiettt) w Mnndeoaiir MurrMi 
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yiit 4owii. A few ^ys ftftet his acgui^^ NmideQUMur jrtm 
funrested on tljie compliuat of a natiye^ and thrown into 
prison on a false accusation. It was remarkable that th^ 
pretended crime had been committed $ve years befbje, 
and nothing was heard of a. prosecution until Nundcomar 
pointed out the defalcations of the goyernor-general. T9 
crown the iniquity^ an English jury was summoned for the 
4rst time to decide upon a transaction which occiurred be- 
tween two Hindoos. The judge of the court. Sir. Elijah 
Impey^ was as Infamous as the goyernor-gejaeral. There 
wss but one witness^ the accuser, whose testimony was 
ox^emely su^icious. President Impey attempted to prove 
that his testimony was worthy of belief; made himself tho 
officious adyocate of a man generally despised, and partly 
by persuasion, partly by threats, obtained a verdict of 
guilty from the jury. The. rajah was condemned to be 
hung. This decision terrified the Hindoos. They found 
that no one of them could accuse their powerful oppressors 
with impunity; that eyen a rajah did not escape. But 
Nundcomar supported his fate with admirable firmness, 
He walked to the place pf execution with a calm and re* 
signed air, whUe his countrymen uttered cries of rage and 
despair. 

When this judgment and condemnation were known Ia 
London, there was a general cry of indignation from the 
ranks of the oppositioxi in parliament. A formal accusa? 
tion against Sir Elijah Impey was introduced by Sir Gil- 
bert Elliott, and was zealously supported by Fox. " I 
cannot read the details of this afiair," says this celebrated 
orator, << without feeling that Six Elijah Impey is guilty 
of wilful murder. He is not only guilty of murder, but, 
by aiding in the yengeance of Hastings, he becomes the 
f^c<^ompUce of his p^ulations. In fact, it seems to me, 
tb^ a^e was, a perfect ^understanding between the judjgfQ 
^ !^ gp(yeinqr ; And in this caa^ I think that the indiyf- 
dhal must hf^tfe-j^een ^urdf)i;ed ^omcopri^t mQtives.^ 
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It should be remembered that the quarrel between Hast- 
ings and Nundcomar occurred but a few days before the 
trial took place ; that the division was established, and 
that other intrigues had occurred between the people and 
the governor-general ; that Sir Elijah Impey was openly 
the friend of Hastings, and Was therefore a prejudiced 
man. Ought he, then, to have been a judge in this cause ? 
Notwithstanding the efforts of Fox, however, the crime of 
the prevaricating judge was sanctioned by the House. 

At the lime when the unjust sentence of Sir Elijah Im- 
pey relieved Hastings from his powerful accuser, |he 
almost simultaneous death of two members of the council, 
Clavering and Monson,* left the governor-general absolute 
master of all deliberations. As the members of the coun- 
cil were named by the court of directors at London, Hast- 
ings was sure of a majority until their successors arrived. 
He resolved to avail himself of the opportunity. 

First, he restored the regency of Oude to the widow, 
who had been deprived of it by order of the council, in- 
consequence of peculation^, in which Nundcomar accused 
Hastings of participating. The young nabob Asoff-ul- 
Doulah was only the vassal of the English governor, the 
instrument of his exactions, the apologist of his tyrannies. 
Enormous contributions were, imposed on the province, and 
taxgatherers overran the country, accompanied by soldiers, 
who plundered the inhabitants of the little which was lefi 
by the former. 

The misfortunes of the inhabitants were nearly at their 
height, when, to add to his riches, Hastings farmed out the 
revenues to sub-agents. The latter wished to profit by the 
position which they had paid for, and protected, encour- 
aged, and countenanced by the British forces, committed 
unheard-of cruelties. Their imaginations were racked to 
invent new tortures, to extort money ftom those who had 
already been despoiled to the utmost ; and, in the espres- 
* Could tliey have been taken off by poison? 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE INDIES, 111 

. BiYe language of Burke, they " coined money with human 
flesh." 

Among the agents of Hastings, the most infamous was 
Devi-Sing. His excesses were so outrageous, that in or- 
der not to he taxed with exaggeration^ we will quote the 
language used hy Burke in the House of Lords when he 
accused Hastings. 

" First, Devi-Sing used a kind of pillory, which, among 
the Hindoos, is more cruel than death, because they lose 
their caste. Those who have been disgraced by this pil- 
lory, justly or unjustly, are excommunicated, and disowned 
by their tribe, cast off by their relatives, and are obliged to 
take refuge among the excommunicated. Contagion, lep* 
rosy, and plague are nqt so much shunned. This pillory 
is a bullock with drums beating before him, and the Hindoo 
who has once been on his back is dishonored and degraded 
for ever. Devi-Sing marched this animal through the villa- 
ges ; when he approached all the inhabitants fled, and the 
terror was so general, that an Englishman once travelled 
fifteen miles and saw no fire, nor light in any house. 
The poor ryotts or laborers were treated with an atrocity ab- 
solutely incredible, were it not supported by authentic docu- 
ments. When all their resources were exhausted, they 
were imprisoned, sind purchased their liberty by signing 
notes. These notes, which were far beyond their resources, 
were mercilessly exacted ; their goods were sold at a low 
price, and purchased by Devi-Sing himself. Instances 
there are, when all other things failing, the farmers were 
dragged from the court to their houses, in order to see them 
first plundered, and then burnt down before their faces. 
The/ peasants were left little else than their families and 
their bodies. The most tender of parents sold their chil- 
dren, the most fondly jealous of husbands sold their wives. 

" I come now," said Mr. Burke, " to the last stage of 
their miseries. Everything visible and vendible was seized 
and sold. Debe-Sing suspected that the country people 
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had purloined from their own estates some small reserve i^ . 
their own grain to maintain themselves for the nnproduettve 
hionths of the year, and to leave some hope for a future 
season. These hoards, real or supposed, not being dis- 
covered by menaced and imprisonment, they fell on the na- 
ked bodies of the people. They began by winding cords 
round the fingers of the unhappy freeholders of these pro- 
vinces, until they clung to, and were almost incorporated 
with one another ; and then they hammered wedges of iron 
between them, until, regardless of the cries of the sufierers, 
they had bruised to pieces and for ever crippled their poor 
innocent and laborious hands, 'fhe most substantial and 
leading yeomen, then responsible farmers, were tied two 
and two by the legs together ; and their tormentors throw- 
ing them with their heads downward over a bar, beat them 
on the soles of the feet with the ratans, until the nails fell 
from the toes ; and then attacking them at their heads as 
they hung downward, they beat them with sticks and other 
instruments of blind fury, until the blood gushed out at their 
eyes, noses, and mouths. Sometimes they used whips 
made of the branches of the bale-tree, a tree full of sharp 
and strong thorns, which tear the skin and lacerate the flesh 
far worse than ordinary scourges. For others, they made 
use of a plant highly caustic and poisonous, called b'ecchet- 
ten, every wound of which festers ' and gangrenes, adds 
double and treble to the present torture, and often ends in 
the destruction of life itself. At night these poor innocent 
sufferers were brought into dungeons, and in the season 
when nature takes refuge in insensibility firom all the mis- 
eries and cares which wait on life, ^ey were three limes 
scourged and made to reckon the watches of the night by 
periods and intervals of torment. They were then led oat 
l)efore the break of day, and plunged ihtq water, and^ whi!^ 
their jaws clung together with cold, aud their bodies Were 
rendered infinitely more sensible, the blowtc and stripes 
wdre iehewe^ upon ^eir Wcks ; and then delivering thein 
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oyer to soldiers, they were sent into their farms and villa* ^ 
ges to discover where a few handfuls pf grain might be 
concealed. After this circuit of the day through their plun- 
dered and ruined villages, they were remanded at night to 
the saSie prison i whipped as before at their return to the 
dungeon, and at morning whipped at leaving it. 

*' But there are persons whose fortitude could bear their 
own suffering ; these were assaulted on the side of their 
sympathy. Children were scourged almost to death in the 
presence of their parents. The son and father were bound 
cflose together face to face, and body to body, and in that 
situation cruelly lashed together, so- that the blow which 
escaped the father fell on the son, wounding him over the 
back of the parent. The circumstances were combined by 
so. subtle a cruelty, that every stroke which did not excru- 
ciate the sense, should wound and lacerate the sentiments 
and afiections of nature. 

'* On the same principle, and for the same ends, virgins 
who had never seen the sun were dragged from the inmost 
sanctuaries of their houses ; and in the open court of jus- 
tice, in the very place where security was to be sought 
against all wrong and all violence, those virgins, vainly in- 
voking Heaven and earth, in the presence of their parents, 
and whilst their shrieks were mingled with the indignant 
cries and groans of all the people, were publicly violated 
by the lowest and wretchedcst of the human race. Wives 
were torn from the arms of their husbands and suffered the 
same flagitious wrongs, which indeed were hid in the bot- 
toms of the dungeons, in which their honor and their liberty 
were buried together. Often they were taken out of the 
refuge of this consoling gloom, stripped naked, and thus ex- 
posed to the world, and then cruelly scourged, and in order 
that cruelty might riot in all the circumstances that melt into 
tenderness the fiercest natures, the nipples of their breasts 
were put between the sharp and elastic sides of sharp bam- 
boos. Here, in my hand, is my authority, for otherwise' 
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one would thiak it incredible. Biit it did not end there. 
Growing from crime to crime, ripened by crueltjr for crv* 
elty, these fiends at length, outraging sex, decency, and na- 
ture, applied lighted torches and slow fire ; those ^femal 
furies planted death in the source of life, and where that' 
modesty which, more than reason, distinguishes men from 
beasts, retires from the view, and even shrinks from the 
expression, there they exercised and glutted their unnatu- 
ral, monstrous, and nefarious cruelty — there, where the 
reverence of nature and the sanctity of justice dares not to 
pursue, nor venture to describe their practices." 

These acts which were accomplished under the patron- 
age of the British government, were attended with Uie ex- 
pected results. The principal parts of the province of 
Oude rebelled, and the enraged Hindoos swore to expel the 
foreigners. All the country near the mountains was in 
arms ; but the centre of the insurrection was the city of 
Fyzabad, which was under the immediate authority of the 
begum, the mother and grand-mother of the nabob. These 
princesses possessed immense treasures, and extensive do- 
mains left to them by Sujah-ul-Doulah. Hastings saw the 
advantage to be derived from the rebellion which he had 
excited. Profiting by the weakness of Asoff-ul-Domah, 
who was devoted to the English, while his subjects were 
contending against their tyranny, he made him an accom- 
plice of his projects against the begums, armed the son 
against the mother, and concealed his own crime, while the 
nabob bore most of the infamy. 

A vast conspiracy was th^n hatched up by order of the 
governor-general. The two begums were accused of wish- 
ing to depose their son, and to exterminate the whole Brit- 
ish nation. There was an abundance of proof, and an Eng^ 
Ibh magistrate pursued this unjust process, by exciting the 
accusation, uid encouraging the informers. 

From persuasion or terror, the nabob showed himself as 
unworthy as the masters under whose direction he acted 



Digitized 



by Google 



TBE INDIES. 115 

A treaty was secretly concladed, by which Hastings au* 
thorized him to confiscate to his profit, all the country left 
by his father to the widows. The English knew that these 
&mains wobld soon pass into their own hands. 

For a moment, however, he seemed- to repent of his 
guilty connirance, and, as if to excuse himself in his own 
eyes, he proposed to leave his mother this property, offer- 
ing to pay the English from his own treasures. This sin- 
gular transaction was joyfully accepted by Hastings, who 
promised himself to take, at a later period, what he had lost 
by the tardy remorse of Asoff-id-PouIah. The nabob had 
also stipulated that the widows should receive a pension 
equal to the amount of their revenues. Like all weak 
minds, he -concealed the evil which he was perpetrating 
under the hypocritical veil of compensations. 

The scruples of the nabob, however, were df slight im- 
portance to the governor-general ; he only wished the ac- 
quiescence of this prince in order to hasten the insurrec- 
tion. 

It was difficult for the begums to resist the English pow- 
er, aided by the authority of the nabob. Protesting their 
innocence, and disavowing the imaginary conspiracy of 
which they were accused, they opened the gates ot Fyza- 
bad, and delivered themselves into the hands of Hastings. 
tie was unmoved by this appeal to his generosity ; their 
riches condemned them. 

While confined in their palace under a guard of Sepoys, 
they were insulted in order to compel them to open rebel- 
lion. The pension fixed for their support was soon redu- 
ced, and finally they were deprived of the necessaries of 
life. Pressed by famine and despair, they deceived the 
vigilance of their guards, left their apartments, and in a state 
the most abject and humiliating, for females of their rank, 
they ran into the public square. The Hindoos, surprised 
and indignant, wept in silence to see these unfortunate prin- 
x€B9t», when the Enj^ah sddiers seized them bnilaUy, 
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carried them to the harera, and there chastised them Hke 
slaves. The widow and mother of Sujah-ul-Doulah, the 
faithful aUy of the English, were beaten with a club. 
Hastings had already taken possession of their treasures. 
* Soon afler, notwithstanding the promises made to the na- 
bob, he took possession of their territory. 

He, however, took care to give his robberies a semblance 
of law. The magistrate wha had condemned Nundcomar, 
Sir Elijah Impey, was ordered to Fyzabad, to try the be- 
gums I and although it was proved that they knew nothing 
of the insurrection, the accommodating judge ordered all 
their property to be confiscated. This had already been 
done, but it became still more odious from its judicial sanc- 
tion. " Thus," said Sheridan, " it was not sufficient to 
convert the sword of power into the poignard of a murderer, 
but even the ermine of justice must be sullied by corrup- 
tion." The recital, however, of so many crimes had exci- 
ted public attention in England. The complaints of the 
Hindoos were re-echoed in the debates of parliament ; the 
restless minds of men were uneasy, and the leaders of the 
opposition resolved to put an end to these scandalous ini- . 
quities, and to punish with the severity of the law the cruel 
pro*consuI. Burke, Fox, and Sheridan were the principal 
accusers. Commissions were instituted, inquests ordered ; 
but the government, reluctant to expose the tyranny of its 
agents, interposed many impediments, and opposed the ac- 
cusers, sometimes by a proud silence, and sometimes by 
denying the truth of the accusations. Two years passed 
in vain attacks and barren recriminations. Finally, on the 
30th of July, 1784, Burke proposed that the house should 
form a committee to examine the facts relative to the gov- 
ernment of India. Pitt, who was then prime minister, had 
begun imperceptibly to swerve from those political princi- 
ples, which he had ardently defended at the commencement 
of his parliamei^tary career. This" fanatical leader of re- 
form had found the Whigs too exalted, and without darii^ 
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to betome the ofllcitd defender of Hastings, he proposed io 
proceed to the order of the day. 

Burke's reply was brilliant and spirited. ^Whiefa one 
of us is not indignant/' sud he, ^^ at the cold indifference 
of the govemxnent 1 Does it not sanction guilt, and does 
it not avow itself the accomplice of aH &e erimes commit 
ted by guilty functionaries I For my part^ I deplore the 
fatal day when so many horrors hare been unreiledy and 
justice is sought for in vain. I nm constantly thitiidhg of 
desolate cities, depopulated provinces, and nations extin^ 
gttished by the monstrous abuse of a power which we have 
countenanced. The cries of the unhappy Hindoos resound 
in my ears, and my nights are dbturbed 1^ &eir bloody 
images. 

« The jeality of the accusation is denied. Why not 
then discuss it ? Oh, how thankfol should I be to €nd that 
these scenes of horror are fictitious. For me, this discotr** 
ery would be more precious than that of a new world, and 
I would bless those who cotdd efface from my country that 
spot of infamy. I conjure the goyemment, then, to insti* 
tute this inquiry ; when the blood of thef Hindoos cries out 
and demands justioe, I am astonished to find our prime nnn^ 
ister so coldly indifiS^^nt, and at an age, too, when all &e 
generous feelings of our nature usually predominate.'* 

At these words, the orator was interrupted by the mor* 
murs of the ministerial party ; his indignation increased^ 
and his accusations against Pitt became so vehement that 
he was called to order, and was obliged to take his seat in 
the midst of a violent tumult. 

Although parliament showed little disposition to do jus* 
tice, public opinion had been so strongly excited by accu<» 
aation(s, that the governor-general was recalled, and the of** 
fice was filled by Lord^ CornwaUis. 

iThe day that Hastings landed on the coast of Enghilid, 
Juhe ^0, itSb, !Btfrke renewed Ms ^bcusation ; btit ^ \ti^ 
session of parliament was far advanced, he andbunced to 
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tbe hott$e that at the begnmini^ of the next session he 
should move for an investigation into the conduct of the ex- 
gOYenior*g6neral. 

In fact, on the 4th of April following, (1786,) the inde* 
fisLtigable accuser rose and made a long harangue, wherein 
all the crimes of Hastings were included in twenty*two 
charges. 

At this time Pitt thought himself too weak to be silent 
with regard to the truth, and was obliged to accept a debate 
which he had so long avoided, but resolved to avail himself 
of this discussion to distract the attendon of the pubUc from 
other questions of public policy. Ever since the American 
war the parliament had resounded with the cry of reform, 
and the press had vigorously attacked the system of elec- 
tions. Pitt flattered himself that this question would be 
forgotten, so long as the trial of Hastings continued, and 
reforms of law and the influences of his position would en- 
able him to continue it a long time. 

In fact, as every charge of the accusation was to be pre- 
sented by diflerent orators, it would become the subject of 
special deliberation and vote, which would prolong the pre- 
liminary proceedings for a whole year. The debates were 
Tory brilliant ; the most eloquent orators in the opposition 
took part in them ; Burke stated the facts, in regard to the 
war of the RohiUas and the rajah of Benares ; Sheridan 
mentioned the cruelties perpetrated on the nabob and the 
widow of Oude ; Sir James Erskine stated the peculations 
of Hastings generally, and Sir Francis, one of Hastings' 
cdleagues in the supreme councils of Calcutta, gave the 
weight of his testimony in regard to the spoliation of the 
Zemindars. Finally, on the 10th of May, 1787, the House 
decided that Warren Hastings, Ex-Govemor-6eneral of 
Bengal, should be impeached ; the next day Burke appear- 
ed at the bar of the House of Lords, and there^ in the name 
of the House of Commons and all the commons of Great 
. 8 
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Britain, be accused Hastings of misconduct and of crimes 
in the discharge of his duties. 

The 21st of May^ Hastings Was brought to the bar of the 
House of Lords by the sergeant-at-arms, but on motion of 
the lord-chancellor he was liberated, and was ordered to 
answer in writing to the accusation in a month, or two days 
after the opening of the nesct session of parliament. 

Although the ministry had defended Hastings in a weak 
manner, it was seen that they were more interested in the 
accused than they wished to admit. All the facts of which' 
they accused die governor-general^ were so niuchin accord- 
ance with the habitual policy of the cabinet, that the men 
who resembled them bad little to fear from their hostility. 
But these men were too much occupied in defending their 
own crimes, and therefore presented secret obstacles to 
the accusers ; they were thus guilty of double hypocrisy ; 
they censured the governor openly, but winked at his vil- 
lany in secret. . ' 

Their influence, however, was seen in the constant de- 
lajrs to which the accusers were subjected, and the ends of 
justice defeated. 

Finally, the debates commenced ou the 13th of February, 
1788. Burke gave a general exposition of all the charges, 
and his magnificent address, which continued for four days, 
caused vivid emotions in the public mind. 

On the 23d February, the robbery of Benares wa^ stated 
by Fox, and an abstract of this odious iaffair was presented 
by Lord Grey, who then commenced his political career. ■ 

On the 15th April, the charges in relation to the begums 
of Oude were detailed by Sheridan, who spoke for five suc- 
cessive days, and in terms of the most impassioned elo- 
quence. 

The impression produced by these able orators upon the 
judges aiid people was so powerful, that Pitt was akrmed; 
he wished to use Hastings to divert the attention of restless 
sptvitB from other things, but he wasnot disposed to sacri- 
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ftce a vmxk whose princiglidraccoiided «o wdl with hi* own. 
The lords were privately requested to meet less freqaeatly 
as a court of justice, and the soBsion closedi after a few 
trivial debates. 

In 1789 the trial did not advance one step. In 1790, 
th/d House of l^r4s had oidy thirteen sittings as a court ai 
justice. The public, who were first indignant and impatieiit^ 
now became indifferent; Ae accused was at liberty; his 
crimes seemed forgotten, and punishment^ so long deferred^ 
became imjpossible. At the end d'-two years, the proofr 
and depositions of the first three charges only had been 
taken, and at this rate it was easily seen that the trial would 
oceiq>y a wbdie lifetime. Fucho:, by one of Aose reac* 
tions common on such occasions, sjrmpathy was excited 
to the accused, who was kept so kmg in a state of crndt 
st^^nse* Justice seemed like persecution ; the miaistiy 
carefully extended these rmnors, and the accusers were 
blamed for the delays caused by ministers. 

The ministry soon hsd an opp(»rtunity of defending their 
pEOt^g^ openly, on a <piestkm which might arrest the pro* 
gross of the trial. 

Parliameot had been disserved in June, 1790. On the 
opening of the new House, Burke introduced a motion to 
resume die accusation of Hastings, but the ministerial 
speakers, supported by aH the lawyers in the House of 
Cemmonsi maimained that, by the dissolution of die Jipuses 
at perliament, the accusation was annidled. Erskine sus- 
tained ^lis opinion with all his talent, axid his opinion in 
the osse would seem to he decisive* 

The debates were animated, for die question was « seri- 
ous oae, and impliciAed one of die most important preroga- 
tives of the House. The speaker rose to express his opm* 
ion, which was sddom given, except upon most sol/emn oc- 
eaittons. <^If die opkiionsof the lawyersshould be adopted,'' 
said he, **it would be easy to point out aH tke dangers of 
Die soeosalmof a gidty mvtister eouU timaa^ 
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b» defeated bj the vMidiona iaterpoeitimi of the topi pre- 
rogalive. According to the spirit of the constitiitioii, and 
to the forms adopted by parliameDt, the accusation ia pr«* 
seated not only by the House of Commonst but by all the 
commons of England ; and in an accusation, the members 
of parliament should be considered only as the agents and 
advocates of the whole people. Thus, then, when parlia- 
ment is dissolyed, the new parliament, although it has dis- 
cretionary power to suspend the action if it is not founded 
on justice, has nevertheless the right to Continue it, if it 
thinks, proper. Considering the accusation which had been 
made, no one would imagine that twenty-two articles, each 
including various and complex facts, could be discussed 
and proved in a single session. Now if, in accordance 
with the spirit of the old constitution, the parliaments were 
annual, it is evident that no trial of any importance could 
be legally brought to a close." 

After these preliminary remarks^ the speaker cited all 
the precedents in favor of his opinion, and the house deci* 
ded in his favor. 

The same subject was discussed in th'e House of 
Jjords, and the Lord Chancellor eadeavored by every sub- 
terfuge to quash the accusation. On taking the vote, the 
result was the same as in the house, and the Lords notified 
the Commons officially that they were ready to proceed 
with the trial. Much time had been lost, however, in these 
debates, and the session closed without mdung any pro- 
gress in the cause. 

A new and unexpected occurrence now gave the accused 
another chance of escape, and excited indignation against 
his principal accuser, Burke, so long one of the most elo- 
quent leaders of the opposition, the friend of Fox, and the 
protectiHT of the Irish, had betrayed his party, his friends, 
and his country. Purchased by the ministry, and devoted 
to Pitt, whom he had formerly opposed so violently, he for ' 
got an that had passed, and exhiUted neithei the aame 

11 
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honesty or z«al in the tnai of Hastings. This celebrated 
cause, which had so long occu^ned the attenUon of all Eu- 
rope, progressed slowly and nniBterestingly ; the great of- 
fender enjoyed quietly the fruits of his exactions, and the 
voice of a cruelly persecuted people was raised in rain. 

Five years passed in ^his state of uncertainty. The 
judges were assembled irregularly, forgot their former de- 
cisions, and conducted their deliberations with neither or- 
der ndr unity ; the members of the House t>f Commons, 
who acted as accusers, were discouraged by these methodi- 
eal delays ; they were weakened by internal divisions, and 
were full of resentment toward that talented but corrupt 
leader, whose eloquence had guided, but whose venality 
had betrayed them. 

Hastings played his part skilfully. Connected with 
most of the judges by his rank, his wealth, and his habits, 
he was constantly on the alert to defeat the ends of justice. 
In order to secure his acquittal, he made splendid presents 
to the Queen, extending his corruption even to the steps of 
the throne, and thus procured from the court a powerful 
protection equivalent to a scandalous impimity. Finally, 
on the 17th of April, 1795, seven years after the commence- 
ment of the trifd, the House of Lords pronounced judgment. 
Of four hundred Peers, th^e were but twenty-nine present, 
and the accused was solemnly acquitted. 

There was nothing wanting to the iniquity of this trial, 
neither the treachery of the principal accuser, the corrup- 
tion of the judges, nor the impunity of the aecused. It was 
a tedious mockery, and an insult to justice. To add to the 
bitterness of the affront, the East India Company loaded 
with riches and honor, him who had just escaped the ven- 
geance of the laws. They gave him an annual pension of 
four thousand pounds sterling, paying up the arrearages for 
twenty-eight years, and handed him immediately one hun- 
dred and fourteen thousand pounds. By rewarding the acts 
which led to his accusation, they became partakera in his 
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erim^. Morality miglLt jnstly be mdignsnt at this imim- 
dent ovati6n, but the servants of the company were duly 
notified that their path to honor was through immense 
crimes. 



VI. HYDER ALI AND TlPPOO ST7LTAN. 

So long as the French colony at Pondieherry was pow* 
erful and flourishing, the English at Madras remained with* 
•OQl influence in the inland counties of that vast peninsula, 
included between the coast of Coromandel, and the borders 
of MaLabar. Bu^ when the mistakes of Lally had opened to 
them the gates of Pondieherry, they concluded to extend 
their power over the adjacent fertile countries, and to take 
advantage of the weakness of the native chiefs #hom their 
disinterested rivals had respected. The prodigious success 
of their countrymen in Bengal had excited thenr ardor, and 
the Grovemor of Madras wished to attain the same riches 
and power as Uie Governors of Calcutta. But a vast em- 
pire was founded near them, whose enterprising leader pre- 
sented serious obstacles to their ambition, and gave new 
opportunities fox the development of their perfidious in- 
stincts. 

Hyder Ali had, by hier talents, formed in the peninsula a 
vast kingdom, the capital of which was the ancient province 
of Mysore. We have already alluded to ^e rivalries in 
birth and religion which separated the Mussulmen from the 
Hindoos. 

After the battle of the 20th of May, 1740, the power of 
ib» fiNrmer had deceased, and the kingdoms of Mysore^ 
Ganara, Tanjaour, and Calicut, of Yiliapour, . and ma^y 
others, had returned under the government of the rajah. 
Hyd^ All, as fanatioal as he was ambitious, summoned 
•round him a& die Mohammedans, and'iivailed himself of the 
interests of Iskmiam to increase his power. 

Having first co&quered Mysore, he left the rajah hk title, 
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and disdaining useless cruelties, he confined him ia a fott- 
ress. He dieu attacked the kingdoms of Cani^, Calicut, 
Taajaour, and ViUapour, and placed under Mussulman rule 
all those countries which, after the 'Persian inyasion, had 
fallen into the power of the Hindoo rajahs. The powerful 
confederalion of the Mahrattas alone preserved its indepen- 
dence and ancient faith. But from the frontiers of this war- 
like p9pple to Cape Comorin, there was space enough to 
satisfy the desires of a vast ambition, and Hyder All, elated 
by. his triumphs, attempted to bring together the scattered 
rains of the empire of Aurengzeyb. 

But the coast of Coromandel was occupied by foreigners 
more formidable than the feeble rajahs. The English gov- 
ernment at Madras sought on their part to found a Eurojpe- 
an empirA>f the same territory, which Hyder AU wished 
ta concentxate under the rule of the Mussulmen. The 
chief of Mysore had become acquaintod with his neighbors, 
and had oflten had occasion to know their policy. A com- 
panion in arms of Bussy, he had shared in the successes 
and reverses of the French, and his hatred tb the British, 
which had commenced in his battles with them, had in- 
creased in proportion as his conquests approximated the 
English establishments. 

The Governor of Madras, on his part, was aware of the 
dunger arising from his powerful neighbors, and following 
their usual policy, the English attempted to corrupt the of- 
ficers of Hyder Ali, with a view to betray him. But the 
latter, knowing their skill in intrigue, resolved to prevent 
them by open war ; he therefore proposed to the soubah of 
Deccan, and all the nabobs on the coast of Coromandel, to 
join in a general confederacy against the foreigners. *^ Let 
us lay aside," said he, '* all our rivalries, and unite our for- 
ces against the common enemy. These English, who mere- 
ly come to trade, have robbed our country of its riches, its 
inhabitants, its ftrtiMty', and glory. They pretend to be 
merchants; they act like pirates. In exchange fiir our 
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wealdiy they faavB brought to Hindostan. their vices, their 
diseases, and their wretdiedness. The princes whom cre» 
dulityor misfortune has placed in their power, have been 
tieated as objects of trade, which are offered in the markets^ 
These avaricious strangers have speculated upon the blood 
of our countrymen. The number of their treasons and per^ 
juries is equal to that of their treaties and agreements.'* 

There was much truth in these remarks, and they made 
an impression. The soubah of Deccan and the small na« 
bobs joined Hyder Ali, with an arqay of one hundred thou- 
sand men. The other chiefs also joined him, and he soon 
found himself at the head of an army of two hundred thou- - 
sand men. The English were forced to abandon all dis- 
simulation, and to collect their troops from their different 
possessicms. They amounted to ninety thousand men, most 
of whom were European soldiers and Sepoys. The troops 
of the allies of the English company numbered twenty 
thousand men. 

The English, notwithstanding all the advantage of Euro- 
pean discipline, were obliged to evacuate the city of Cava- 
ripatnam, to retreat before the forces of Hyder Ali, and to 
entrench themselves in the mountains, where his cavalry 
could not penetrate. Encouraged by his success, the Mus- 
sulman chiefs attempted to dislodge them, and a general 
engagement took place near Trincomaly. But the English 
had a douUe advuntagc of position and tactics. The nu- 
merous Indian cavalry were obliged to remain motionless 
before the English artillery, and notwithstanding his unpar- 
alleled efforts, Hyder Ali wa» obliged to retreat, leaving 
his enemies a part of his artillery, and a great number of 
prisoners. 

However, he was not discouraged, but, instructed by mis- 
fortune, he took every care to avoid a general action, by 
attacking detached portions, and intercepting convoys. Re 
soon reobtained Ms advantage by his prudence | he carried 
the war into the enemies' country ; he invaded the Camatic^^ 
11* 
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and the English were obliged to leave the poseessicmB of 
Hydex Ali, and attend to their own. 

, The chief of Mysore had already advanced till within 
seven leagues of Madras; the English %ere preparing to 
dispute with him the passage of the river St. Thomas, when 
he suddenly disappeared, and before his line of march could 
be discovered, he appeared at the gates of the city, and 
dictated terms of peace to the British councils, April 3d, 
1769. 

It WB^ the first time that an Indian chief had triun^hed 
over the British forces^ and the government was obliged 10 
regain by intrigue the advantages they had lost in war. 
Compelled to lay aside their arms, they used the arms of 
others for their plans, and whilst signing a peace, without 
risk to themselves, they excited new enemies against Hy* 
der Ali. 

The Mahrattas, who alone of all the Hindoos had resist- 
ed the Mussulmen, formed a vast confederacy of fierce and 
warlike people on the frontiers of the empire of Mysore. 
The agents of the British went among them, and excited 
the chiefs by presents, and the people by persuasion, to 
take up arms against the enemy of their religion. The 
territory of Mysore was suddenly invaded ; Hyder Ali was 
surprised and beaten some distance from Bednore, its capi* 
tal, into which he was compelled to retire. But the Mah- 
rattas were ignorant of the art of sieges : and accustomed 
to live by pillage, they were deficient in the provisions ne- 
eessaiy for a long campaign. They were soon obliged to 
leave a country which had been entirely desolated, and the 
famine which they had caused became the auxiliary of 
Hyder Ali. 

Having letumed to their mountains, they thought no more 
of war until again excited by the agents of the English 
But the chief of Mysore was onhis guard, and the eampaign 
passed off in inegdar attacks, w&h no decisive advantage 
fo either of the rivds. 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE INDIBS. 127 

Hyder All, kowever, knevr the souree of hostilUieSy and 
resolved to atrike directly aft those perfidious enemies who 
attacked him in secret. He held conference with the chiefs 
of the Mahrattas, and persuaded them that the true inter* 
est of tho natives was to expel the foreigners, and offered 
them his gold and his forces to attack the common enemy. 
The sottbah of Deccan and the rajah of Berar jmned the 
c<Hifed.erate$« Never had the EngUsh power been so seri- 
ously threatened. It was agreed that tiie soubah and Hy- 
der Ali should attack the Garnatic, that the forces of the 
Mahrattas should attack Surat and Guzarat, and that the ra« 
jah of Berar should invade the provinces of Bengal. 

The war of American Independence commenced at this 
time, and Pondicherry being suddenly attacked by the Eng^ 
lish, was captured and dismantled. The misfortunes of $he 
French deprived Hyder Ali of his most powerful aid, for 
he could not depend upon his Indian aUies. 

In fact, the councils of Madras and Calcutta despaired of 
conquering Uie confederation, and attempted to weaken it 
by intrigue. The Mahrattas, who were always avaricious, 
coidd not resist the power of corrupticm ; the soubah of 
Deccan, jealous of Hyder Ali, and fearing his aggrandize- 
ifeient, was easily seduced ; the rajahs were distrustful of 
the chief of the Mussulmen. Hyder Ali was soon aban- 
doned by his allies, and was obliged to contend single 
handed against the united ^rces of the governments of 
Madras and Bengal. 

The English company, however, depended so much upon 
the efficacy of their intrigues, that they neglected an enemy 
whom they supposed to be conquered, and the army of 
Mysore suddenly appeared in the Camatip, marking its 
course by fire and desolaticm. The English were twice 
boaten before Arcot, the . capital of the Gamatic, and the 
eity, ailer a siege of a few days, fell into the hands of Hyr 
der Ali. This ski^ w«rri<Hr prc^ted.by his successes, 
excited in every part the hatred of the population against 



Digitized 



by Google 



138 THE.INDIH6. 

the English, and proclained hinwelf, in his march, the 
saviour and avenger of Hindostan. 

The English were alarmed at his progress, and collected 
their troops from Bengal, and by ^eir discipline soon ai^ 
rested the progress of their formidable enemy. Hyder All, 
however, although beaten in several engagements, still had 
immense resources, and always rallied from victories which 
seemed decisive. His son Tij[^oo had routed General 
Matthews on the coast of Malabar, and Madras was again 
threatened. But the MahraUas, ej^cited by the English, 
armed themselves openly against the chief of Mysore ; the 
rajahs idso joined them ; Hyder Ali suddenly found himself 
surrounded with enemies, and the British troops, making a 
diversion into Malabar, invaded the rich provinces of Ca- 
nara. 

This sudden treason of his ancient allies caused Hyder 
Ali to retrace his steps, when he was about to give his 
enemies their death blow, and forced him to despair. A 
cruel disease, symptoms of which had appeared long before, 
advanced rapidly, and his death, on the 9th of December, 
1782, deprived Hindostan of the only man who could op« 
pose British intrigue successfully. 

Tippoo was at that time away from his father, fighting 
the English in the province of Tanjaour. Hyder Ali, un- 
able to express to his son in his dying accents his hatred 
against the English, left written instructions, which ex- 
pressed his political views, and his implacable resentment. 

" India," said he, " since the reign of Aurengzeyb, has 
lost its rank among the kingdoms of Asia ; this beautiful 
country is divided into provinces, which make, war on each 
Other, and the people are divided into many sects. The 
Hindoos, enfeebled by their pacific actions, cannot defend 
their territory, which daily becomes the spoil pf the stran- 
ger ; the Mussulmen are more numerous and warlike than 
the feeble Hindoos, and to them ^ill belong the glory of 
saving Hindostan. My son, use all your efibrts for the tri- 
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limph of the Koran ; and if Hearen aids in ^lis noble en- 
terprise, the day is not far distant, when ^e sword of Mo* 
hammed will place you on the throne of Temoorlenk. 

** The greatest obstacle to be conquered, is the jealousy 
of the Europeans ; the English are now all powerful in 
India ; they must be weakened by war. Hindostan cannot 
expel them from the territory they have invaded. Excite 
dissensions between the European nations, and by the aid 
of the Firench you can conquer die British." 

Tippoo swore to adopt the instructions of his fother as 
his rule of policy. In fact, he had always been an ardent 
defender of the Mohammedan faith, and was devoted in his 
hatred against "the English, which was soon increased by 
the odious attacks of his enemies. 

The English, on hearing of the death of Hyder Ali, and 
taking advantage of the absence of Tippoo, attempted to 
corrupt the leaders of the Indian army. But the prime 
minister of Hyder Ali, who had assumed the coinmand, ar- 
rested two officers, who had communicated with the enemy, 
and their chastisement soon arrested the further progress 
of treason. General Matthews vainly attempted, by pom- 
pous proclamation, to excite the inhabitants of Mysore to 
revolt, but they all remained faithful to the son of Hyder 
Ali, who placed himself readily at the head of the empire, 
and assumed the title of Sultan, the better to confirm his 
power. 

The English, however, avenged themselves for the fideli- 
ty <rf the Indians, by a cruel war. Several cities of Mala- 
bar were pillaged and burped. Passing over the mountains 
which separate the province of Canara from the coast of 
Bombay, they laid waste this beautiful country, and cruelly 
massacred its timid population. 

General Matthews, while besieging Onor, learned that a 
pdTt of the royal family, were at Aumapore, a dty built at 
tibe source of the river Toftgebadra, whose waters washed 
the walls of Hatder-Nagur ; a detachment was sent to snr* 
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prise this pbce, the capture of which promised » rich booQr. 
The city was taken by assault^ and the English committed 
acts of brutality and violence which even an obstinate re- 
sistance would not justify. The children of Tippoo, who 
were then at Aumapore, escaped the carnage, and crossed 
the river in a small boat ; they passed the whole day on 
the opposite bank, concealed amid the aloe-trees, and saw 
the conflagration^ and the soioking ruins of the city they 
had left. Finally, under the escort of two boatmen, these 
young princes, and some females who accompanied themi 
took refuge in the fortress of Bengalore. 

After this exploit. General Matthews besieged Haider^ 
Nagur, which contained all the treasures of Tippoo. The 
commander of the place was obliged to capitulate, offered 
to give up to the English the fortress and the public j^o- 
perty and treasures ; but he demanded a safe-guard for him- 
self and his family, and obtained a solemn promise that the 
inhabitants should be respected. The capitulation was 
signed, but immediately violated. The commander of the 
place was imprisoned, and the inhabitants were cut off by 
military executions. In every cpiarter the course of the 
English was marked by perjury. Burke says distinctly, 
<' The company has never made a treaty which they have 
not broken." But this avarice, which rendered them so 
cruel, caused their destruction. , Surrounded with riches^ 
the English could not agree in regard to the division of 
the spoils; the streets became the scenes of furious con- 
tests. Many officers and soldiers abandoned the army, and 
those who remained were enfeebled by excesses. They 
encamped amid the ruins of the city, and were more oeca«* 
pied in watching each other^ than in guarding against the 
enemy. Tippoo advanced by forced jmarches. He collect* 
ed in his course the dispersed inhabitants, and excited their 
hatred against the English ; he recounted their new outra- 
ges, and invited the Indians to revenge. Soon after his ar- 
rival in Canara, he surprised the British troops, while quar- 
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relling in regard to their booty, attacked and routed tliem. 
The English lost fifteen hundred men at the first attack ; 
they were routed in every part ; and embarrassed by their 
tich spoils, they left their artillery, and took refuge with 
dieir treasures in Haider-Nagur. All the other cities which 
were occupied by their troops opened their gates to Tippoo 
Sultan. Their only place of ' refuge was the city which 
they had devastated, and here they were suddenly besieged 
by the people whom they had robbed. Tippoo had com- 
mand of several French detachments, pressed the siege 
with activity, and in seventeen dap the English, reduced 
to the most cruel extremities, and starving amid their ill* 
gotten wealth, demanded to capitulate. It was agreed that 
the garrison should lay down their arms, should restore the 
diamonds, jewellery, and silver which had been seized by 
General Matthews, and also the money which the English 
had extorted from the inhabitants. On these conditions 
Tippoo Sultan engaged to furnish provisions and vehicles' 
necessary to carry the {Prisoners to Bombay. 

In signing this convention, however, the English knew 
they could not execute it. The treasures were dispersed, 
and the diamonds and jewellery had been intrusted to the 
brother of General Matthe ws, to be carried to Madras. The 
gMrrison found itself at the discretion of the conqueror, who 
exhibited the same degree of moderation as was shown by 
the English. 

The officers and scddiers were loaded with irons, and 
General Matthews, who had set an example of perjury and 
cruelty, was poisoned by an Indian drink which was pour- 
ed down his throat. 

His brother, loaded with the spoils of Haider-Nagur, was 
surprised in the adjacent mountains, brought before Tippoo 
Sultui, and put to death. 

The armies of Mysore were everywhere successful. 
Tippoo, passing rapidty into Malabar, besieged the English 
in Mangaiore, aiid dthough the peaee of YersaiUee deprived 
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him of ibe nsefol luppon of the French, he pursaed with 
activity the war a^aiASt the coiqpajiy. 

But the £ngliah always kaew when to be humble, and 
he had no time to finish his successes. The councils of 
Calcutta and Madras offered peace on such advantageous 
terms, that Tippoo imagined himself revenged ; the treaQr 
was signed at Seringapatnam, at the close of 1784, and the 
belligerent powers reciprocally restored their conquests. 

Thus terminated this war, which had been coomienced 
by the famine at Bengal, reduced the Carnatio to a frightAd 
desert, and covered the coasts of Coromandel and Malabar 
with ruins. • The influence of the French was extinct in 
Hindostan ; and although the English had yielded for a time 
to the power of Tippoo Sultan, they regarded the future 
without uneasiness, being freed from their powerful Euro- 
pean rival. 

Tippoo Sultan profited by the leisure of peace to restore 
to his empire the splendor and riches it possessed prior to 
these terrible contests against British ambition. He re-es* 
tablished die beautiful manufactures of Caaara ; he encour- 
aged agriculture in their fertile plains, which reward the 
labor of man so bountifully, and aided all new discoveries 
in the arts. Faithful to the instructions of his father, he. 
had remained the friend of the French, and sent a solemn 
embassy to the court of Versailles, as a proof of his politi* 
cal sympathies. 

He liad established his residence at Seringapatnam. 
This city is situated on an island formed by the river Can- 
very, which defends the approach to it, and which washes 
die diflbrent provinces of Mysore. This happy position 
presents all the advantages of a fortified place, and admit- 
ted of all the devolopnients of a rich and populous capitaL 

During the eight years of peace, the wise administration 
of Tippoo Sultan had restored power and harmony to this 
part of Hindostan. It was the mily conntiy which was 
liee from English inftoeneO) and therefore en^ojred a dsgrea 
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ed from their British riderA, 

The councils of Madras and Oidcutta, how»ver» had also 
increased their power conrnderably. The cruel adminis*- 
tntion of Hastings had been profitable to the government, 
ttid his successor. Lord ComwaUiSy had pre^srved his con* 
quests without the odium of his mntdces. The En^h 
were nOw able to re-comramice the war against this fonnidaF* 
hie neighbor, who presented to the Indians the exan^ple oi 
being independent. 

An opportunity sorni offered, or rather was made. The 
Dtttch had .two forts, situated between their establishment 
of Cochin, and die kingdom of Mysore* Grangan<»e was 
captured in 1779 by Hyder Ali. When the war again 
iHToke out between Hyder Ali and the English, this prince 
was obUged to withdraw his garris<m from the coast of 
Malabar, and the Dutch again to<^ possession of the fort. 
Hyder Ali complained bitterly of this, but as the Dutch 
were then aiding him in his war against the English, he 
did not wish to oom|»omise a useM alliance, bttt intended 
to. claim it at a future day. Tippoo had not foi^ten the 
lights of his father, and profiting by his strength, advanced 
ta June, 1789, against Granganore. The Dutch were un« 
aUe to oppose any resistance, and sold their rights to the 
njsh of Travancour. Tif^poo Sultan opposed this transfer, 
bat the English, who were the allies of the rajahs, declared 
tfiemselTes his defenders, and war was commenced between 
the two powers, who only wanted a pretext to show thtoir 
haired for each* other. 

The British councils had long been preparing for it, and 
the fflfTces of Bengal a^id Madras, under the command of 
hotd Comwallis and Sir Ralph Abercrombie, invaded My* 
sore. Tippoo attempted to oppose dbe progress of th^e 
two armies, but in vain. They advanced to the walls of 
Seringapatnam, to which they laid siege. They had jqst 
encamped, when the river Canvery was swoUen by the 
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nbir, mad oyedbwed ftU the a^aeent plidiis. The materia 
als for ihe siege were destroyed by the UHrreats$ the be- 
siegers were enfeebled by disease wod fkmiiie, and most of 
fteir beasts of burden were killed by an epidemio. * Finally, 
the British were obliged to raise the siege, leaving their 
artiMery, and again renouncing their promised trhunphs. 

FaithfuLto their aeonstomed poliey, theEngUi^ W pur* 
chased tb» alliance of the Mahrattas, and the sod>ah^f 
Decoaa ; the support of these awdtiaries prereiited their 
destruction. 

Two years elapsed in irregular contests, in which the 
sultan gained some adyantages orer his enemies, but in 
January, 1792, the troops of the Deccan and the Mahia^ 
taft h&Ting joined the British army, all the allied forces in^ 
Taded Mysore. The «rmy of Tippeo was attacked in for- 
midaUe mtrMichmente, was beaten, luad driven to the gates 
of Seringapatnam. All the external redoubts were captured; 
imd the British army took up an excellent position on the 
i^and. The army of Bombay, under the command of 
Abercrombie, joined Corn wallis, 4ind the English prepared 
for the assault with e^ery prospect of success. Tippoo 
itiade a vigorous sortie on the night of the 21st of February, 
but in vain. Surrounded by numerous and treacherous ene* 
mies, he saw th4t all his efforts to eave his capital were 
uieless. He determined, then, to accept peace, aud on the 
34th of February, tremUing with passion, he signed a most 
hurailialing treaty. It was agreed that the sultan sho^ 
cede to the allies half of his dominions, that he should pay 
a considerable sum for the expenses of the war, that idl thm 
{Hrisoners should be surrendered up, and that two of his 
children should be given as hostages for the fidthfid exeeu* 
tion of the treaty.* 

'Hds^last condition was the subject of an animated dis* 
cuBsion with Tippoo. He was so accustomed to the peridjr 

• This treaty is very BSmUar to that recently made by the Engliah with 
A^Cl^HeaK 
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df Bis 'adyersarie(r,^t he liesitaied to confiSe to them sncK 
precious hostages ; and when die young princes left the 
^it to go to the Englii^h camp, ike sultan ascended the 
rampart to follow them with his eyes as far as possible/ 
The conditidns of Ae treaty were promptly complied with. 

The cessiiA of a part of the sultan's territory established 
ihb Bnglish in the Camatic, and on the coast of Malabar. 
Hia eternal adyersttries were now in the bosom of his terri-* 
tory, and could intrigue and plot until twong enough to dis- 
possess him entirely. 

A formidable atudliary, however, advanced to avenge 
Tippoo. General Bonaparte encamped on the borders of 
the Red Sea, and the chief of Mysore, full of hope i^ the 
French power, which his father had mentioned as his only 
support, finally thought that the day of vengeance had ar^ 
rived. His confidence was also increased by receiving the 
fdUowing letter from the leader of the Frendi expedition. 

" FRENCH REPUBLIC. ^ ^ 

"LIBERTY. EQUALITY. 

^ Bonapartey member of the National Institute, generdl-in-' 

chief, to the very magnificent Sultan, our highly esteemed 

friend, Tippoo Saib, 

« Head Quarters, Cairo, 7th pluviose, Vll.th ) 
year of the Repnblie, one attd indhrlsiUe. ) 

*' You have already learned that I arrived on fte bwders 
of the Red Sea, at the head of a numberless and invinciMe ' 
army, filled with the desire to rescue you from the iion 
yoke of England. I eagerly seize th^ occasion to make 
known to you my desire, to know from yourself, by way of 
Muscat smd Moeha, your political position. 

** I wish you would send to Suez or Cairo, an intelligent 
and confidential person to converse with me. 

^ May the Almighty increase your power, and destroy 
your enemies. Signed, 

" Bonaparte.'* 

It was doubdess a brHUimt conception to eoAnect the 
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W9X (^ MyBore^ith the expedition to Egypt; and if the 
Direetory had aeconded the views of the cenqu^ror of Italy, 
the British power in India would have been extinct. Long 
befinre this, Tippoo had sent ambassadors to the Isle of 
France to solicit the aid of some French troops ; a small 
detachment of a hundred men only was sent. Probably, 
however, if Napoleon had not lost his fleet by the unfortu* 
nate b^lo at Aboukir, he would have attacked the English 
in their Indian possessions. This could have been aecom- 
fished by placing a body of four or five thousand men un* 
der the command of Tippoo Sultan. The passage from 
Suez to the coast of Malabar could be made in twenty or 
thirty days, and the season was favorable at the time that 
the French army arrived in Egypt No English frigate had 
yet appeared in the gulf of Arabia, and the Straits of Babel* 
mandel ware entirely free from hostile vessels. 

The moment of action was favored by the fact, t\M in- 
ternal troubles in Hindostan had deprived the English of 
the support of their allies, the Mahrattas and the soubah of 
Deccan. The former were divided between two chiefs, 
who were at war with each other. The second had been 
obliged to defend himself against a son who had' revolted 
with a large army. 

In order to attach the soubah to his interests, Tippoo 
sent him some Frenchmen who had come from the Isle of 
France. They were bold adyenturers, full of enthusiasm 
and courage, hsqppy to exercise their restless activity, and 
still more happy to contend with -the deadliest adversaries 
of the republic. The influence oi this handful of French-^ 
men drove the English from the court of the soubah, and 
also a detachment of British tro<^, who had ruled this 
prince since the treaty of 1790t while pretending to protect 
him. A Frenchman named Raymond, hired and disciplined 
a body of fourteen thousand Indians, li^r the mxgigcm of _ 
whom he received possession of a territory, the revenue of 
wUch amounted to eighteen lacks <d rupees. This cfai^ 
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had pUmtdd the tne of l&«r^ m fro&t of iho ptlace of tka 
aoubah, aad the French republic jiad thus an active and iu^ . 
telligent power on the coast of Coromandel. R^mond 
concerted all his measures with Tippoo, and was prepare 
ing to attack4ho English possessions, when death reieasod 
them from a powerfid adirersuy. 

The power of Raymond passed to another Frenchman; 
but he could not sustain himself in the good graces of th^ 
soubah, who secretly fH>licited the English to deliver him 
from his unwelcome guests. The Marquis of Wellesley 
was then governor-general of British India. The hostile 
designs of Tippoo Sultan were known to him ; his solici- 
tations to the French government, his immense prepara- 
lions, his intimacy with Raymond and his sucgessor, left 
no doubt as to his intentions. But it was necessary to 
begin by disj^acing the French who governed the Deccan. 
Numerous troops were sent ta Hai4erabad, the residence 
of the soubab. The latter was seduced by the English, and 
conspired against those whom he called his protectors, and 
die French officers were sold by those Indian soldiers whom 
they had taken so much pains to instruct. 

Scarcely were the British troops in presence of the 
French camp before Haiderabad, than a general revolt broke 
out ; the officers were seized and ironed, and the English 
commander, Gdonel Roberts, who had excited the insur- 
rection, had the easy glory of delivering the French frou^ 
the hands of the insurgents. 

While the English resumed their ascendency at the coast 
of Haiderabad, the governor-general protected the seas 
around the peninsula, where he feared the arrival of the 
French squadrons. The English admiral, Raynier, having 
reinforced his fleet with ail the vessels of the company, 
proceeded toward the straits of Babelmandel, and took pos- 
Mssion of the island of Zocotara,^so well situated at the 
entrance of the straits, on the side of the Indian seas, and so 

12* 
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DfiTifig this .time, Ti{q[)00 S^taa was extrenudy mgeat 
wilk the Freiieh .Directoiy. Genexal Dobui^ one of the 
officers seat to the Isle of Fraaee, en^rked at Trinqoehar 
HI February, 1799, as ambassador of the Si^n of Mysore, 
iMKt the French republic. This general, who was attend- 
ed hy two envoys of the country, demanded of the Directory 
a body of ten or fifteen thousand French, whom Tippoo en* 
gaged to pay, and ^ naval force sufficient to balance. the 
English power in the Indian seas. 

If the French government at that time had understood 
the importance of this diversion, the proposition would have 
been accepted. But time was lost in useless discusi^ioDs, 
during which the English were active* 

The army of Bombay^ reinforced by four thousand Ben- 
gal soldiers, six thousand British troops, paid by the soubafa, 
and twelve thousand picked Indians, advanced towards 
Mysore, under the command of General Harris. Tippoo « 
aware that a war of extermination had been commenced 
against him, left Seringapatnam at the head of sixty thou- 
sand men, and encamped at Periapatnam^ whence he ob- 
served the movements of the Englisksurmy, which approach- 
ed from Sedesear. 

At this point hostilities commenced. The first attack 
was fi&vorable to Tip|)00. By skilful manoeuvres, hesepa* 
rated the English army, but unfortunately his troops were . 
unable to follow up this skilful movement, and the warlike 
Europeans soon regained the advantage. 

A new battle occurred near Malaveli, eight leagues from 
Seringapatnam, and there also, notwithstanding the skill 
and valor of the sultan, his troops were entirely defeated, 
and he was obliged to retire on the capital. 

The English immediately invested the place, and were 
soon masters of all the external fortifications. Tippoo, ter* 
rified by their progress^ entered into negotiations. Genenl 
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HwMi demftiided, firat^that tlie htlf of the lEmgdom afMy- 
.«Me shoiild be surrendered 4o the compangr end its dllies ; 
<«id also that the Bukan should pay the expensea of the wai^ 
that he should give ixp two of his children as hostages, and 
that he should deliTer up to the Englt^ army the fort of 
4Sertagapainain until the conclusioft of a definite peace. 
He was aUoteisd but twenty^four hours to think of these 
propositions. The sultan understood from these r%oro«s 
pcopositions, that his enemies wished to deprive him en* 
^rely of his power ; and certain that he had notlung to ex- 
pect finom their generosity, he resolved to conquer or perish 
under the ruins of his capital. 

The inhabitants were filled with the. same ardor. But 
the English batteries had cau^ irreparable ravages; the 
ramparts were dismantled, andr every day resistance beoamo 
more difficult. 

Finally, on the 4th of May, the breach was jHracticable j 
the English marched out of their trenches, and passed ovel; 
the Cauvery under the fire of the Indians. When they 
w«re on the inner bank, they advanced slowly ; and then 
every defile and every turn in the fortifications became the 
sctfie of a new conflict ; every step was contested ; the 
small troop of French in the service of the sultan kept the 
assailants at bay for a long time, and the inhabitants rdlled 
many times around this handful of' brave men. Tippo^ 
himself took part in the acticm. He was podled two hus* 
dred paces from the breach behind an eminence of the forti« 
fication, whence he fired on the assailants. His servant, 
Rajhah-Kawn, who did not leave him, stated afterwards^ tint: 
the sidtan killed three or four Europeans. 

But when he saw that all tiiose who defended die nut^ 
part were killed, or had fied, and that the assailants advnn- 
ced in consid^mble numbers, he mounted his horse vai 
proceeded towards the inner rampart. The gate of -the fiiiw 
tress, however, was so much oowded, that he was unaUe 
toei|tM4heoi^. 
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^ The Eitgibh, who had pma^ the fiigilivee, now advwi* 
eed to the bridge thiown orer the ditch of the inner rata- 
part. At the fii«t fire of the Enropeana, the suhan felt him- 
aelf wounded, and advanced three or four steps through the 
crowd. The besiegers haying crossed the bridge, the fire 
redoubled. Tippoo receiyed a ball in the tshest, and hia 
horse was wounded in the leg. Surrounded by the dead 
mai dying, he was unable to advance or retreat. 

At this moment, Rajhah-Ka wn, perceiving that his maeter 
was wounded, attempted to remove him from the saddle ; 
but at that momeat both fell with the hofse amid the dead 
and dying. At the same time, Rajhah-Kawn was wounded 
ia the leg by a ball. 

The fire ceasing under &e arch of the gate, a grenadier 
advaaeed toward Tif^o, whom he did not recognise, and 
seized the sabre of this prince, intending to take the gM 
clasp attached to it. The sultan, who was surrounded by 
dead bodies, disengaged his right hand, and grasping a 
aabre, felled the grenadier to the earth. Another soldier 
shared the same fate. Soon after, Tippoo rose up, and was 
killed by a ball in the temple. Some witnesses assert that 
he approached the English to surrender himself, and thst 
he was recognised by them, and shot down designedly. 

The death of Tippoo, and the capture of Seringapatnam^, 
eocdnguished forever the Moh^unmedan power inHindostan^ 
the only surviving sons of an ancient race of conquermrs, 
Hyder Ah and Tippoo, had hoped in vain to overturn the 
foreign power which had come to take their place. The 
kifiexible and patient policy of the English had slowly ciiN 
cumvented the kingdom of Mysore, rendering all the adja^ 
esntt ti^s hostile, and all the Hindoo chiela his rivals* 

The British government posseMed in a particular degree 
die art of yi^ding to circumstances, and awaiting or crea* 
ting oppqrtttiiittes to resume their advantages. Beatea bf 
I^der, they were htambled| coaqueiors of Tippoo, they 
took from him the half of his possessions. But aa the pow- 
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er of UiU prince w«t fonnidablf, ev«D after this ipoliantoa, 
hia cmming enemies took' their precau^ofis in ailenee, 
atudie4 «J1 ^9 movemeota, noticed all hia laiatakea, and 
when time had permitted them to prepare their reaomcea, 
they cniahed him with &eir united forcea, and deatroyed 
in one campai^ the only empire wMeh conid diaturb their 
power in Hindoatan^ 

The Eogliah invited the Mahrattaa to the di^sion of the 
conquered terriiory, although. they had taken no part in the 
war. Thia appearance of generoaity gave the company 
the double advantage of aa^afying the jealonay of the 
Iklahrattaa, and preventing the too great development oi Ae 
eatatea of the aoubah. But as, on the other hand, it was 
in^rtant not to leave the empire of the aoubah and the 
Mahrattaa to extend to the neighborhood of the EngUali 
possession, it was agreed to leave the emi»re of Myaore 
within its ancient limits. 

But it would have been dangerous to have placed the 
children of Tippoo on the throne : the English then thought 
oC the £iimily of the ancient rajah. 

Hyder Ali, who had never aesumed any other title but 
that of regent, had led his predecessors the external marka 
of sovereignty. They had retired to the ancient palace 
of the rajahs of Mysore, and there, received &e honors due 
to their rank. But Tippoo disdained to continue, to them 
thia h3rpocritxcal homage, and confined them in a small 
house near the ramparts. It was there that the English 
sought for the sovereign who was to be the tool of their 
ambition. This was extremely easy, aa, by the laws of 
anccession, the rajah was found to be a child five years 
old. The guardianship belonged of right to the English, 
and it is unnecessary to add that they knew how to profit 
by it. At the ceremony of the coronation, the family of 
the rajah aigned the treaties which were required to con- 
firm dieir influence or increase their wealth; and diej 
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iBtSlyolrtaiiied what they required from a family who had 
heea xeacqed from misery and placed on a throne. 

The capture of Seringapatnam offered to the government 
(^ Madras, the same important resolts which that of Plassey 
pres«ited to the governors of Calcutta. The assassination 
of Che nabob of Sourajah Doulah, had given the English 
the vast territories of Bengal : the^ death of Tippoo con* 
neeted. their po88es$i(ms of Malabar with those of Coro- 
mandel. The feelde establishments of France and HoUand 
OB the two coasts of the peninsula, and also in Bengal, had 
•uccessively fallen into their hands. Hydet Air had at* 
tempted to restore the empire of Aimingzeyb, but he had 
brought about the union of its diiSerent parts only for thtf 
advsntage of its. implacable enemies, and to facilitate thdr 
eontemplaled usurpations.^ 

* The spate devoted to the sabject of the criminal history <^ thd British 
in India- will prevent our enlarging upon the campaign recendy terminated 
in Affghani8tan> except to eay, that the British reputation for deeds of alro. 
city and cruelty in India seems to have been reeved. The late campaign 
has been attended by the same cruelties and the same thirst for plonder 
which characterized their career in the campaigns already described. 
l&vm the MtntiuarkB (^ ffu dead hav Jmn vioUUad. The latest accoonta 
state that Ghuznee is now a desolate heap of ruins. Its splendid citadel 
and other formidable works and defences have been razed to the ground, 
and tkt sondW-iaoed gaie$ qf Mohamamd^s moMoUvm hoM Imn carrkd off 
6y Oemnd Niftt, at the express deaire of Lord EUenborougli ! 
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CHAPTER IV. 
MALTA. * 

Among the glorious episodes of ths campsigA of Egjrpt^ 
tlie ^aptuire of Malta seems to be the introdacliou of that 
Aagoificent epoch, when the genius of the French j»* 
awakened the coni^ of the Pharaohs, and perhaps pre* 
pared for the bold' reign of Mehemet Ali. 

Two days only were required hy Napoleon to capture 
this island, which was considered to be impregnabie, and 
which the French defended for two years against the 
whole of Europe, sustained by a rebeUious population. 
. Bonaparte appeared before the island on the 16th June^ 
and on the 18th he resumed his march, having dictated the 
treaty of capitulation, provided for the execution oi its dif- 
ferent clauses, and reformed the entire civil and military 
organiasation of the country. What he regarded simf^y as 
an incident, another would have considered a magnificent 
campaign. 

The fall <^ the Order, however, furnished a pretext for 
different powers to contest the possession of the idand#' 
The King of Naples, whose predecessors had ceded Maka 
to the order of the Knights of Malta, reserving to htmseU 
the righta of sovereignty, considered tlus cession as an* 
nulled by the expubion of the order, and secretly employed' 
his emissaries to gain possession of it. This sovereipii 
however, had been notified that his old titles must yield te 
the righto of conquest ; for his envoy, Frisari, who assisted 
in discussing the treaty of capitulation» having .wished Is 
reserve by a note the right of sovereigilty bejkmging.to ibB 
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King of Naples, Bonaparte remarked, 'tYoa may make all 
the resenres you please, bnt as to the pretensions of your 
king to Malta, the republic will soon dispel them by sound 
of cannon*" 

On the other hand, each of those powers which had pos- 
sessed influence over this order thought that the period for 
action had come. From time immemorial, Austria, Spain, 
or Russia had attempted to rule this order by means oi 
those of their subjects who were found among the knights. 
Bnglahd had used it9 gold in these petty intrigues. The 
"^possesMon of a port which seemed to govern the Mediter* 
vaaean, had awakened all their ambition ; and when the 
Frendi republic there unf<rfded tlie tri-colored fag, it eans^ 
more resentment than all its other rictories. Inasnrach, 
however, as neither England, nor Austria, nor Russia 
avowed ^eir ..secret designs, each of them proclaimed 
loudly the legitimacy of the King of Naples, and offered 
to serve his interests. The prize would be gained by thait 
one of the pretenders who could deceive most skilfully the 
illy he seemed to protect. In this contest of hypocrisy, 
Sngland was sure of the victory. 

We ahall not give ilie history of the insurrection of 
Mahii, and of the glorious defence of General Yaubois. 
The plan of this work obliges us to state' the fraudulent 
manoeuvres which gave the English possession of the island 

The first revolt occurred in September, 1798, at Rabatto, 
in eonsequenee of a measure of the administration in regard 
ID the location of the Church of the Carmel. The exhor- 
tations of the priests inflamed the fanaticism of the inhab- 
itants of the country, and foreign gold had purchased their 
ohi^. The n<^ws of the disasters at Aboukir encouraged 
Ae revolt, and the inhabitants soon took up arms, and the 
I^eneh were besieged in the enclosures of the four cities. 

Three chiefs were chosen to head the insurrection : they 
Wera &e ptiest Cai^ana, the notary Emmamid Vitala, and 
Vineenl Borg, a fti^ahoMer. 
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held M to what direcjtion to giro the insunreetioii. Thi 
Maltese did BOt think of contending for their o«rn indepeOf* 
dence : they required 9^ protection. To recall ih^ kni^ts 
of the OrdeK aeeined to be the purpose of the insuvrectioai 
hut this was not the idea of those who iaecretl3r &eqted aft 
the hostilities. They {areferred to wait for a favorable Oi^ 
portunlty, and to select for an avowed chief a king wfaQ 
was easily deposed. 

The old act of cession stated that the island should r#* 
turn to the Sicilian crown if the Order ceased to retain 
possession of Malta ; it was then stated that by leaving they 
had renounced all their rights ; . that the Maltese had ao^ 
qmred the right of returning under the dominion of their 
sovereign; and to recall the Order, would be an a<rt of 
felony towards his Sicilian Majesty. 

Thp insurgents, therefore, displayed Ae Sicilian flag» aai 
sent deputies to the King of I<^aples, to tell him of what 
had occurred. 

Soon after obtaining aid fxom Ferdinand, a fleet of fonr« 
teen vessels appeared before Malta. Although they dta* 
j^ayed no colors^ yet they were soon recognised. It Wae 
the English squa^n» returning from the batUe of Aboukir. 
£]ach of the vessels was marked by the balls of the French. 
Nelson, who commanded this fleet, pat himself into'con^ 
munication with the three leaders of the insmrgenta, 9xA 
soon saw that the time for action had come. But it was 
ii^cess^ to deceive the Maltese, and the King of Napleai 
and the allied powers, each of whom wished to obtain pos* 
session of the island. 

The first point to be attained w^b to influence the aov0f) 
];eign nKHpiarch.to declare war against France. Nelanai 
^pdc charge of this, and sailed fcff Na^s to eonduet thft 
^<yi[otiation8 aiid to refit his fli^ets. Ferdimmd flatt(arfl4 
y^Ut that h^ woul4 h^ aU^ to ri^gm pofseasim oft 
Malta«.aBd tQifSikY vifild«d la the. iy%ft »w ot Iba Eldiik 
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ftdiniral : tli6 latter soon reappeared before the island, with 
the consent of the prince whose nominal sovereignty it 
readily admitted, and silenced all ambitious rivals. 

• It was now necessary to cause the insurgents to play a 
secondary part ; and this was accomplished by bribing the ^ 
leaders. The priest, Caruana, was the most ambitious ; a 
bishop's mitre was the price stipulated for his devotion to 
Great Britain. Emmanuel Vitale and Vincent Borg were 
gained by appeals to their vanity, and the promise of prospec- 
tive honors. 

• ■ Nelson, however, was forced to leave, and would have 
failed in his purpose, if he had not found a man with talents 
sufficient to execute a plan which must always be conceal- 
ed, but must always progress. This honorable agent was 
CommodcHre Ball, to whom the command of the blockade 
was intrusted, and who showed himself, in every point of 
Tiew, worthy of this mission of perfidy. From the time 
that he took charge of the blockade, Ball exercised so 
powerful an influence over the insurgents, that they acted 
in accordance with his directions. In oi^der to exercise 
this supreme power, however, by which alone his ends 
eotdd be attained, it was necessary for him to land, and to 
^&9play the British flag side by side with that of Naples. 

The king of Naples was now receiving the punishment 
of his kindness for England. He had been driven from his 
territory by the French troops, and had retired to Palermo, 
expecting that Malta would be offered to him as a compen- 
si^oA for his troubles. Commodore Ball designedly select- 
ed this time of trouble to send and ask for more aid. The 
Maltese deputies had received their instructions, and re- 
quested of his majesty, that if he could not assist his faith- 
ftd subjects of Midta efficiently, in consequence of the war 
in which he was engaged, that they might be permitted to 
avail themselves of the generous protection of England, and 
to take shelter under the flag of that power, as they had 
anned themselves only fot the deMce of their tights; 
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Thje tr&p was too evi^eat not to be perceived^.and, weaJ)^ 
as Ferdinand was, lie first endeavored to avoid this high 
protection.. Qn his part, the Russian minister at the court 
of Sicily represented that this arrangement would be a 
double offence against the rights of his sovereign, an ally 
of th^ powers who had combined against France, and grand' 
master of the. order of St. John of Jerusalem. 

But Nelson and Hamilton governed at Palermo ; it i^ 
well known by what means. In accordance with their 
counsels, the Maltese received a reply which did not direct- 
ly offend Russia, but permitted Ball to attain his object. 
In fact, this answer contained, among other clauses, the. 
following passage : " The king, knowing the loyalty of his 
ally, permits the Maltese to unite their wishes with his, that 
his Britannic majesty will continue to protect their island 
efficiently, and to take for its defence, under whatever form 
or external demonstration it pleases, all the measures which 
Lord Nelson may choose to adopt in the name of his Bri- 
tannic Majesty." 

The terms of this declaration were extremely vague, and 
the powers which it granted seemed unlimited. By virtue 
of these powers, the English flag was soon displayed side 
by side with that of Naples, and the direction of the affairs 
of Malta was intrusted to Ball, with authority to land. 

The wily commodore, knew that while the knights liad 
possession of Malta, the Maltese always regretted the loss 
of their ancient privileges, and their popular council. He 
therefore instituted a deliberative assembly, under the name 
of the National Congress, and had himself elected presi- 
dent. By this he flattered the naticmal vanity, and created 
a dictatorial power, which was more efficacious, as it im- 
posed upon a popular assembly all the odium of its mea- 
sures. 

Russia, however, openly testified her displeasure, and the 
court of Palermo, unwilling to displease this powerful ally 
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who had tmited its forces with those of i^ustria, demanded 
explanatioiis at London. 

The cabinet formally replied that it had no ^»ther inten^ 
ticms than to replace the Island of Maha under the dominioii 
of his Sicilian Majesty. 

To add to the mysteries of this dij^omacy. Ball, as he 
said, to confirm the declaration oi the cabinet at London, 
atinounced that he was authoriased to assume the supreme 
command with the title of goremor, in the name of the king 
of the two Sicilies, and the Maltese had the happiness of 
seeing in this new title, the official recognition of the rights 
of their sovereign. 

Russia, however, was less credulous, and saw in the es^ 
tablishment of the English flag on the ancient capital of the 
island, the league of usurpation which it feared ; it then 
declared ite intention of sending to Malta a body of troops 
to act in union with the English and Neapolitan forces. 

On hearing this declaration. Nelson saw that his pro- 
jects, which were so skilfully conceived, were unveiled. 
He immediately informed the insurgents of the coming of 
diese formidable allies ; his information terrified the Mai- 
tese, for the Russians were still regarded at Malta as bar- 
barians who were extremely formidable. 

These prejudices werefomented by Ball, and the national 
congress, acting under his direction, sent an address to the 
Emperor of Russia, thanking him for his good wishes and 
kind ofiTers, which were rendered unnecessary by the zeal 
and disinterestedness of the English commodore. The 
congress also demanded, that in case the troops should be 
sent, they should be placed under the command of Ball. 

Whether this last clause frustrated the views of Russia, 
or whether 6he was occupied with more important projects, 
the orders at St. Petersburg remained unexecuted, and Ball 
Continued 16 be thft supreme chief. - 

The bl6cltade wia pushed vigorously | thie Preach gair- 
risoA defended itself with spirit, but their provisions began 
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to fail. This famine was caused \xy ^ cliiYalrie generoi^- 
iy of General Yaubois, who was not willing tp drive tb^ 
population from their enciosiure. At the commencement of 
^e blockade, the French garrison had provisions for four 
years, but for eighteen months it had furnished the means 
of living to twelve thousand of the inhabitants, who took no 
part in. defending the. place. Vaubois saw that his genera 
osity was ruinous to him, and, fbroed by circumstances, he 
ordered two thousand seven hundred Maltese to evacuate 
the four cities. General Graham, however, stopped these 
unhappy emigrants, who were advancing insecurity towards 
the £nglish camp; by his orders, they were forced tore* 
turn under the ramparts, and were there exposed for thirty* 
six hours,"' without food, or shelter, to the constant fire of the 
English baU^ries on the city. Vaubois, seeing that he 
had nothing to expect from British humanity, preferred to 
surrender, rather than to be an accomplice, of this cruelty } 
he opened the gates, and the French garrison divided its 
last morsel with those unfortunate people who ruined it. 

This honorable disinterestedness unfortunately secured 
idctory to the insurgents. For two years the French had 
been blockaded by land and sea, and had received aid but 
rarely, when some small vessels were able to run the Eng^ 
lish blockade ; the bravery of the garrison had defeated 
every effort of the besiegers, but this garrison was starved 
by nourishing the countrymen of those who besieged them^ 
Vaubois thought he had done enough for honor, and on 
September the 4th, 1800, two years after, the commence- 
ment of the siege, he capitulated to the English generals. ■. 

The treaty was very advantageous ; the English were in 
haste to take possession of the place. The gamson re« 
ceived all the honors of war, and was permitted to go tJ6 
Marseilles. Those of the Maltese who were friendly to 
France, and wishedto. quit the country, were considered as 
a part of the garrison* General Vaubois offered 9iaaM 
stipulate for the reimbursement of the sums taken by the 
13» 
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French from the public treasiiry, cburcket, and private in- 
dinduals, under ^e term of a fine, bat, to his great astonish- 
nent, this clause was rejected. TMs would hare made 
die Maltese a party to the treaty, which was not desired by 
the English negodators. 

Twenty-four hours afterwards, without consulting the 
Maltese, whose independence they had come 1^ protect, or 
tiie Neapolitans, whose rights they had asserted, the Eng- 
lish troops took possession of all the forts. This caused 
some murmuring and some direats ; but Ball, who -took 
possession of the four citieis in the name of the king of the 
two SicHies, demanded, wi^ a riew to prevent disorders, 
that the Maltese troops should lay down their arms upon 
the glacis of the place. This demand was very unsatis- 
fiictory, but Ball made an address, in which he spoke of 
Ao good faith of Britain, and his love for the Maltese. On 
the other hand, die chiefe who had been bribed by him in- 
terceded with the multitude, and partly by direats, and part- 
ly by caresses, Ball obtained his wishes ; he then went to 
die palace, and received with compliments the good Mal- 
tese, who withdrew in silence, already mortified by his du- 
plicity, and finding, when at was too bite, that he was their 
master. 

A man as poHde as Ball, deserved to keep the command 
of his conquest, bat the English cabinet saw in it a serious 
inconvenience. The commodore was necessarily installed 
u& the name of the King of Najdes ; he was governor for his 
Sicilian Majesty. To change his title suddenly, would have 
openly vkdated all the promises that had been made. He 
was therefore recalled, and he was succeeded by Mr. 
CameiOB, with a more significant title of commissioner of his 
Brituinic Majestjr. 

Soon afterwards, the victories of France having obliged 
llie King of Naples to demand peace, Cameron availed 
Umself of thiso[^rtnnity to send toMessma the Neapoli- 
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tan treopi, who, silica the saitender of the island, tod 
always remained there. 

To these measures the cabinet at London added toothec^ 
no lose significant. The island of Malta, which had hithr 
erto been regarded as belonging to Africa, was, by act (rf 
Parliament, embraced ii^ the chart of Europe. 

The treaty of Amiens now supervened ; the article in 
reg^ to Maha was debated for a long time $ England ww 
unwilling to give up her prey. As the cabinet of St. James, 
however, did not regard the peace as permanent, it resolved 
to sign concessions which it did not intend to* execute. 

The treaty restored M,alta to the order of St. John of Je» 
rusalem, but it mutilated the existence of this order; it 
recognised the sovereignty of the King of Naj^es, but ren- 
dered it illusory. Finally, the English reserved three 
months in which to evacuate the island ; and during three 
months, the genins of Britain often accomplishes a great 
deal. 

France, on the contrary, was obliged to evacuate the 
kingdom of Naples in a month ailer the treaty. France 
executed in good faith the conditions to which she had ab- 
sented. We shall see that this was not the case with 
England. 

From the first, the resoludon of England was taken ; i^e 
did not wish for peace, and was not wiHing to surrender up 
Malta. But time was necessary to organize, by its intriguee 
send its gold, a new coalition against victorious France, and 
during this time all its skill was necessary to elude its 
pfomises, and to deceive, al the same time, Naples and die 
Knights of Malta, Russia and France. 

£vOT3rthing depended, then, on the negotiator who ebooM 
be sent to Malta to treat with the conumwioners of the 
Older and France, or rather to mystify them. Bafl was 
then thought of: the duplicity which he had already ex^ 
Ufeitied was a merit which the English government tank 
<«• net to negleet. He, then, was named president to 
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Iraat yntt the t^prtsMrtatiTesof Franee aad ^ the Ofd^.^ 
and to this title was added that of T&ytkl comia^saioQer, 40 
succeed CamoFfm la thQ civil admiiiis^atioa. 

As soon as he arrived, Ball showed hifflself worthy of 
his mission. In fact, General Vial, minister plenippten«t 
tiary of France^ had disenkbarked at Malta with the Nea« 
politan troops destined, accor<]Ung to the terms of the treaty^ 
to^form the garrison. Ball reftified to s^rr^der the ^-> 
tresses to the Neapolitan troops, because no commissioAeK 
of the Order had. appeared to take possession of the island. 

The commissioner of the Order arrived, and demanded 
the Bnrrender of the fortresses. Ball replied that he had 
no ordeiTjs on this subject. 

The Grand Master of the Order, who was then at Mes- 
sina^ wrote to him, announcing hi^ proximate aarrival. Ball 
told him that the official affairs of his department would 
< prevent him from giving up the place, and advised his 
Highness to remain some time longer in Sicily. The mia* 
ister plenipotentiary then interfered, and at the same time, 
several citizens supported the demands of the Order. By 
way of answer, Ball ordered the arrest of those who en* 
deavored to form parties in the republic, and to disturb the 
public tranquillity. While these things occurred at Malta, 
the cd>inet of London intrigued with all the diplomatic cir-^ 
des of Europe: a third coalition was formed, but the 
prepaiatipns were slow and indecisive ; if these uncejtt^in** 
ties epatinued, Malta might escape England. An opposi- 
tion was formed in the island, favored by the French pl^iir 
pivtesitiary and the commissioner of the Order ; the Grand 
Master and his Knights might present thetnselvi^s at any 
tinie, and it would be impossible to refuse thi^m poasee^ton. 
lUvru/9 necessary to hurry the matter. 

Without pieyious^ explanation or discussion. Without any 
notification to the French government, the King of £ag* 
hmi sent to the Houate of Commoiis a message, statinf thul 
in oonsequ^nce oC 9umerouii prepai«ticii8 which utere 
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limkkig: In the poits of BViliM and IfoUttid» »6w i 
should be taken to secure their possessions. At the same 
time, the minis^ staled deariy, by the Jonrnals, that the 
difficulties related to Maha. The French gOYemment re* 
sponded to this bmtal attack by diplomatic negotaationfl. 
Bnt notwithstanding all its desire to preserve peace, it did 
not wish to cede Malta to the English. Finally, after a 
yain interchange of notes, in which the English showed 
themselves to be more and ihore requiring, their ambassa- 
dor. Lord Whitworth, demanded and obtained his passports. 
The cabinet of St. James had ascertained ^t Britain 
would be sustained by Europe 5 and, without any previoos 
declaration of war, it laid an embargo on those French and 
Bavarian vessels then in the ports of Great Britain, and at 
die same time all the persons and- merchandise flnmd an 
board of &ose vessdis. . ' > 

This flagrant violation of the ri^s of nations was vainly 
censured by the opposition in Parliament. Lord Melville, 
in the House of Lords, displayed all his duplicity, and in- 
stantly admitted the chicanery of his management. < 

** I wish,'* said he, '< to tfUude to the other points of tha 
aeg^^tion, and to confine nrjrself to this single argument^ 
that we are going to war entirely for Malta ; and I conaid^ 
it my duty to speak openly and exactly on this importanl 
question. I say that Malta ought not to be retain^ by the 
Knights of St. John, but by ourselves. Let us hdU tt^ 
dien, not for the present only, but for ever ; let us taHc- a4 
more of the Knights of St. John ; let Uie British goven^ 
limit and the inhabitants of Malta establish a form of goi^ 
emment for the island, and let them be proteoted ^ a 
British garrison. Let us be prompt in^mr dedsiaii^ let us 
put ourselves in a position to prochdai that, for its kappi^ 
fciess, and our inteMst, our jmrtection is promiaed lo Uie 
pMf^leof Maha* 

<»t>ttr obfeei at ttala time it Milia rtfae ^^ 
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18 to keep AUt» fttriioded by Btitbh toMpHfUoiSot a, few 
years, but for ever,'* 

: We know wiiat were the eonsequences of this odious 
usurpfttion. Torrents of blood flowed for twelve yesirs ; 
tlie horrors of war extended from, the bcnrders of the TagU9 
to those of the Neva. Every country furnished its contin- 
gent of victims i aud all this was done by Eugland»and for 
England. 

We shall not narrate the vexations to which the Maltesje 
were subjected under the dominion of the English gover* 
nors. They were cruelly punished for their insurrection 
agaLnst France^ and by the masters whom they had selected* 
J[n vain they sent protests to Parliament; they were un- 
heeded. 

We.jwill insert here, however, a kUer addressed to ihp 
British Parliament by Vincent Borg, the active chief of 
the insurrection^ who had encouraged the iatervention of 
jibe British:-^ 

*< As coHunander of the insurgents," said he, ^* I have 
exposed my life and kwt my fortune. It was I who invited 
the Englieh to land, and who persuaded my fellow-citizens 
to place themselves under the protection of Great Britain? 
After the peace of Amiens, I sent deputies to JLondon to 
xe<piest the king to keep Malta. Finally, I exhorted the 
commanders . of the English troops not to evacuate the 
j^ace« These were my services, my devotions ; and how 
have I been paid for them ? I iiave been discharged from 
my employmem without previous notice ; I was arrested and 
kept for two months at La Valette, and finally pursued as a 
suspicious person ; and have been obliged for two years io 
have a spieeial permit to go to the countiy^ whenever my 
inter^ts called me there." 

. But £ng}and,had no further occauon for the natives j 
France, borne down by the European coalition, could not offer 
them her preteotion» and the cahiaet 4rf London oj^reesed 
the Maltese with impunity. According to the report of a 
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eommission of inqimy, tbey were a reetless and taibiileAt 
people, whom it was necessary to rule with a rod of iron. 

The tremendous disasters of France followed ; its riyals, 
always ready to profit by the chances of fortune, did not 
forget Malta when making the treaty of peace. The sev- 
enth article of the treaty of Paris was couched in the fol- 
lowing language : ** The property and soToreignty of the 
island of Malta and its appendages belong to his Britannic 
Majesty." 

It Was well to devote a few: words to legitimatise the 
possession of the island of Malta, which has been the 
eanse of this cruel war. 

Filially, the congress o( Vienna consecrated this usnrp«i« 
tion ; and it is one more reproach to the treaty of 1815, and 
another source of aecusaticm against England* 
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CHAPTER V. 
NAPLES. 

T»B ^rit of political reform wiudi prodacod tho Fraach 
Rovohition, had eztonded throiiglumt the wholo of Europe, 
and particularly among the nobility and peasantry in the 
iBBgdom of Naples. Ferdinand IV. lusMelf had feh its 
influenoe to a certain extent, and had abeady established, 
near his palace of Caserta, on the hill of San Leocio, aa 
industrial colony, whose constitution and laws were ex- 
tremely democratic ; thus seemingly preparing for mofe 
general modifications in the state institutions. But this 
was only a caprice of the king, who wished to appear as 
philosophical as Leopold in Germany, and Ferdinand in 
Tuscany. The important events which occurred in France 
in 1789 soon changed his views. Persuaded also by &e 
queen and her favorite, Acton, who were themselves gov* 
emed by Lady Hamilton, he prepared to make war upon 
the French, who had dared to limit the wishes and pow«r 
of their lung. 

With this view, he combined the other princes of Italy 
in a coalition against France, but all were terrified with 
what had occurred in this country, and were incapable of 
taking any vigorous resolutions ; hence his attempts were 
then of no avail. 

The king, however, commenced his military prepara- 
tions, and charged the regulitf clergy and the monastic 
orders to excite by their preaching religious fanaticism 
among the- people. Ferdinand's projects, however, were 
destined to meet with obstacles of more than one kind. 
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The array wero deicteni in dittcipliae ; a long and quiet 
peace had destroyed' their courage, and it was necessary to 
seek for foreign leaders* On the other hand^ the new doe- 
trines had made nnmerous partisans of the most honorable 
and enlightened of the npper classes, all of whom desired 
in their hearts the success of France, The king was aware 
of the latter circamstance, and took measures to avoid the 
danger. 

This prince had ascended the throne when a child. 
The Marquis of Tanucci, formerly professor of law at Pisa, 
had been named president of the council of the regency, 
and had attempted to turn the attention of the young mon* 
arch from public affairs, thus hoping to usurp the au^ority. 
With this^ view, he had intrusted his education to. the Prince 
of San Ntcandro, one of the most imbecile men at court : 
the character of Ferdinand was thus rendered feeble, irreso^ 
hite, and timid. In April, 1768, Ferdinand married the 
princess Mary Caroline Louisa of Austria, daughter of 
Maria Theresa. A clause in his marriage contract stipu- 
lated that after the birdi of the first son, Queen Caroline 
should have a deliberative voice in the council. She did 
not wait till that time to exhibit that imperious character 
which was to exercise so fatal an influence on the affairs 
of state. Some months after his marriage, she succeeded 
in removing the Marquis of Tanucci, and then assumed 
absolute power over her husband. The Marquis of Sam- 
buca, who succeeded Tanucci, did not retain his place long. 
He could not agree with the queen, and was not sufficiently 
guarded in his remariis ; exile was the price of his indis- 
cretion, and Acton succeeded him in 1784. 

Acton was born at Besangon. His father was a physi- 
cian, attached to the military hospital of that city, and 
Acton entered the royal marine when very young. Pos- 
sessed of some talent, but blinded by pride and ambi- 
tkon, he blushed for his father's profession, and was vexed 
wben reminded of it. He left his countiy, where he thought 

14 
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bis birth was an obstacle to his adyanceiindiit, and from that 
lime it became hateful to him. Ho went to Tnscanjr, and 
obtained from the grand duke the command of a frigate. A 
fortanate opportunity occurring, in which he displayed 
i^ourage and skill, he attracted the attention of Ferdinand 
IV., who inrited him to his court, appointed him minister 
of marine, and afterwards minister of war. From this time, 

. Acton attempted to keep himself in favor. With this view, 
he flattered the passions of the quoen, became her favorite, 
and united this princess and the English ambassador in 
common hostility against France. 

In 1791, the British government had in the councils of 
Ferdinand another active and devoted agent. Lady Hamil- 
ton. This woman, whose real name was unknown, but 
who assumed that of Enrana Haste, was one of the most 
beautifid females of England. She first prostituted her 
charms at London, and then, by a concurrence of circum* 
stances which it is unnecessary to mention, married the Eng- 
lish ambassador at Naples, Sir William Hamilton. Emma 
Has^e was presented at court by her husband. The queen 
received her very favorably, invited her to all her fi&tes, and 
even admitted her to her private suppers, at which the fa- 
vorite minister assisted. The queen's ajSTection for Lady 
Hamilton became extremely vivid, and was rather a passion 
than friendship. She often remained in the palace, and 
slept with her. 

A female like Lady Hamilton, who was always ready to 
use her charms, offered too useful an auxiliary to England 
to be neglected. Nelson, who was then commander of the 
ship-of-the-line Agamemnon, in the port of Naples, became 

' her public lover; and the intrigues of difdomacy were 
planned in the closet of the courtesan. 

Lady Hamilton soon became the avowed agent of the 
cabinet of St. James, and exercised an unbounded influence 
over the Neapolitan government, in connexion with Acton 
and the queen, who could refuse her nothiAg« Under her 
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dkection, Ferdinand adopted the measures he thought 
proper to paralyze the. effect, of the new doctrines which 
existed in the upper classes of Neapolitan society. He 
established a secret police, having for its object to watch 
the steps and note Uie conversations of the citizens in pub* 
lie places, and even at their firesides. The queen took the 
direction of this espionage, and tl^ agents of it assembled 
in her palace every evening. 

When the Legislative Assembly defied the coalition of 
kings, after the declaration of Pilnitz, the Neapolitan po- 
lice redoubled their vigilance. They respected nothing, 
and all the citizens were subjected to its odious despotism. 
The most honorable men were infamously punished on the 
slightest 'suspicion. This was certainly not the way to 
propitiate the partisans of the doctrines of liberty, equaUtyi 
and justice, to support the existing order of things ; but 
England, who counselled these acts of violence, determined 
to alienate, at any price, these auxiliaries from the cause 
of France, totally regardless of the dissensions thus sown 
between the monarch and his subjects. Lord Hamilton 
advised Ferdinand to punish the partisans of French anar- 
chy severely, as Lord Hervey afterwards requested of the 
Grand Duke of Tuscany; and he found the Neapolitan 
councils extremely docile, because his advice agreed per- 
fectly with their tyrannical propensities. 

After the death of Louis XVL, however, Ferdinand 
having refused to recognise the French republic in the per- 
son of Makau, its representative, the Convention sent a 
squadron to Naples under the command of La Touche 
Tr6ville. The presence alone of the French vessels 
changed the king's resolution. The ambassador was ac- 
credited, and the Neapolitan government promised to be 
neutral in the war between France and the European 
powers. 

Having obtained these results, La Touche Trdville sailed 
with his squadron^ when a violent tempest obliged him to 
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return to Naples to refit his yesseit. During tbe staf in 
the city of the French marines, a great many young men, 
admirers of the rerolution, formed their acquaintance, and 
feasted them ; and at one of their repasts, decorated their 
button-holes with small red caps. The court was ap- 
prized of this circumstance, and extremely vexed. Its 
rengeance was hushed until the squadron had sailed, and 
then, obeying its own feelings of resentment and the sugges- 
tions of England, as represented by Lady Hamilton, most 
of those who had (Sympathized with France were arrested 
for high treason. They were taken from their homes in 
the middle of the night, and cast into the dungeons of the 
Chateau of St. Elmo, where they were fed on the coarse 
bread of the prison, and slept on the bare earth ^ they were 
{daced in sepamte dungeons, and were not allowed to com- 
municate with their families, who were entirely ignorant 
of their fate. Some of the prisoners were scientific men 
and nobles, whose sufferings were much greater, because 
accustomed to the sweets of Inxuiy and the quiet of study.' 

At the same time, Ferdinand was making active prepara- 
tions for war, and concluded with Great Britain a secret 
treaty, stipulating to send into the Mediterranean a certain 
number of vessels and troops, to join those sent by the 
cabinet of St. James, so as to form a force superior to that 
of the French, and one capable of protecting the commerce 
and independence of the Two Sicilies. 

The terrible eruption of Vesuvius which occurred at this 
time, spreading desolation through the whole kingdom, did 
not arrest the labors of the state junto, a special committed 
appointed to try the prisoners detained at the castle of St. 
Elmo. . England, wherever she had influence, forced th^ 
governments to strike down the advocates of the new doc- 
trines suddenly and by police persecutions. The revolu- 
tionary risings which broke out at this time in different 
{Mffts of Italy contH!bnted to Increase her fury. In Pied- 
ttoM, a voiigpisnef "i^as lASscdvered against the king, 
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seconded, by popular movemo^ts ; a dangerous sjarit of 
liberty was seen at Bologna ; and at Naples conspiracies 
were formed daily, reiidered still more formidable by a bad 
liarvest, the misery of the people^ and general discontent. 
By this serious state of things, England saw that it was 
necessary to str&e a severe blow, and the court seconded 
its views readily. The junto proceeded by inquest, and 
upon secret accusations, supported by the testimony of sala- 
ried spies, and likewise by the depositions of the domestics 
and children, members of the family. The investigation 
commenced in secret, was intrusted to defenders appointed 
by the iLing, and the accused was not permitted to be heard 
in his defence. The punishment inflicted on those who 
were found guilty, was death, imprisonment, hard labcnr, 
and banishment. From the sentence there was no appeal, 
and punishment was immediate. 

Amid these iniquities, Bonaparte invaded Italy with a 
small army, and drove before him the numerous troops of 
the coalition. Ferdinand sent regiments to the Au^trians 
in Lombardy, and declared war, in terms extremely insult- 
ing to France. 

Bonaparte's rapid successes terrified Ferdinand, and he 
readily accepted an armistice offered by the republican 
general, which was signed shortly afterwards at Brescia. 
Agreeably to this convention, Ferdinand recalled the rem- 
nants of the Neapolitan regiments from Lombardy, and the 
vessels sent to reinforce the BritisLh fleet, from the Mediter- 
ranean. When» however, it was known at Naples that a 
new Austrian army, commanded by Wurmser, had entered 
Italy, Ferdinand's hopes revived, aiid he iounediately re- 
sumed his menacing attitude — which did not long continue, 
for he soon received die n^wa of Wnrmser's defeat. Fer- 
dinand was then terrified, and humbly solicited that the 
armistice of Brescia might be changed to a permanent 
peace. This request was granted by a treaty signed at 
Paris in October, 1796, cm condition of quitting his alliei, 
14* 
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observing nentrality, aind liberating the Freneh wbo were 
imprisoned for treason, and to grant his subjects the com- 
mercial advantages enjoyed by the most favored natioM. 
England, however, preserved all her influence in the coun- 
cils of Ferdinand ; and, thanks to her intrigues, the peace 
of Paris, like the armistice of Brescia, was only a device 
to gain time. An opportunity of resuming hostilities soon 
presented itself. The French had captured Rome, and 
many distinguished personages from the pontifical state had 
retired to Naples, exaggerating, in their reports, the rigor 
of the conquerors, and thus exciting the people against them. 

Berthier, who commanded the French troops 9^ Rome, 
intimated to the court of Naples that the Roman emigrants 
must be expelled from the Neapolitan territory, that pass- 
ports must be given to the English ambassador and wife ; 
General Acton dismissed from the ministry, whom Eng- 
land had made her acccnnplice, and that the French troops 
must pass through the Neapolitan territory, to take posses- 
sion of Benevento and Pontecorvo in the Roman states. 
But Ferdinand was ruled by his advisers, refused the re- 
quests, garrisoned the two Roman cities, and took measures 
to defend the line of the frontiers. 

Things were in this state, when the French expedition 
lor the invasion of Egypt left the port of Toulon and sailed 
for its place of destination, which was then known only to 
a few individuals. Caroline was advised of it by a letter 
from the Queen of Spain, and communicated this secret to 
England, who took measures in consequence. 

The capture of Malta by the French added to these per- 
secutions ; but the indignation of the people finally became 
so general, that it was necessary to make some sacrifices 
to public opinion. The judge, Vanni, who presided over 
the council of state, was removed from his ofike and ban- 
ished from Naples, and even Acton pretended to absent 
iiinn^. The iiritsted popnlalce was no sooner soothed, 
however, than the same acts were re-enacted : the prisons 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPLES. 163 

were again crowded wi^ victune ; the infamous CastoM- 
cala, member of the junto, was appointed minister of jus- 
tice ; and Vanni received, in his exile, consolation, encour- 
agement, and gold. 

About this time. Nelson appeared in the hay of Naples 
with the vessels captured by him at Aboukir. The court 
indulged in the most extravagant joy. Feriiinand, the 
queen. Lady Hamilton, and a great number of courtesans, 
embarked and went to meet Nelson. Ferdinand presented 
him with .a costly sword, and carried him in triumph to his - 
palace. Public rejoicings were ordered, and the people 
were commanded to illnminate the fronts of their houses. 
Garat, the French ambassador, assisted in these honors 
rendered to the admiral, but was treated with disdainful 
tnsuh by the queen, for which he vainly demanded repa- 
ration. 

England, however, fearing that the result of the congress 
convoked at Rastadt, to negotiate peace, would be favorable, 
took every means to sow dissension between the powers. 
She sent the Baron of Awerveck to Naples to excite Fer- 
dinand to make war on France. This diplomatist exerted 
himself to second the efforts of Lady Hamilton and Lord 
Nelson* The queen was easily gained over, Ferdinand's 
fi|)iinions were also influenced, and war was resolved upon. 
From this time extraordinary levies of soldiers were made, 
and General Mack came from Germany to take command 
of the Neapolitan popcdation. 

While the En^ish government were thus successful at 
Naples, the same residt was obtained at Florence by 
threats, i^ord Hervey notified the Grand Duke that the 
English fleet would bum Leghorn unless he declared war 
against the republic ; that an army would march upon 
Floreaee, to compel him to dismiss Laflotte, the French 
aiiai)a88ad<nr, immediately. The insolence of Lord Hervey 
did not stop here : he demanded that the emblems of French 
democracy should be eftu^d finom the palace of Uie ambasi- 
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sador ; that all the paiitisans of French anarehy sfaoold he 
seyerely (Hinished ; that alfcommunication between France 
and Tuscany should be interrupted, Sic. The Grand Duke, 
too feeble to enforce his neutrality, was obliged to submit. 

Finally, on the 22d of Norember, Ferdinand published 
a manifesto, in which he explained the motives which in- 
duced him to make war oh France. At the same time, his 
ministers addressed secret letters to the other cabinets of 
Italy^ to engage them to make common cause with Naples 
and England. One of these letters, written to the minister 
of the King of Piedmont, was intercepted and published 
by the French ; it contained these atrocious remarks : 
"The French battalions are scattered throughout Pied- 
mont, secure and confident of peace. Excite the patriotism 
of the people to enthusiasm and even fury, so that every 
Piedmontese shall asf^re to the honor of trampling on the 
enemies of his country. These partial mufders will be 
nuMre advantageous to Piedmont than victories gained in 
the field of battle ; and the just verdict of poeterity will 
never brand with the term treason those energetic acts of 
an entire people^ which passes over the dead bodies of its 
oppressors to regain its liberty. Our brave Neapolitans, 
under the cpmmand of our illuatrious General .Mack, will 
be the first to give the signal of death to the enemy of 
thrones and peoples ; perhaps they will be on their march 
when this letter reaches you." 

In faet, the Neapolitan army immediately marched on 
the pontifical states, and invaded them at difierent points. 
Six thousand men, under the orders of Naselli, embarked 
for Leghorn in English and Portuguese vessels .^ Mack, at 
the head of twenty-two thousand soldiers, marched dir&etly 
on Rome. He wrote to General Champlonnet, command- 
ing the French army, saying, <* I intend to take possession 
of Rome ; I wish you to evacuate it and all its territory. 
I forbid your sending any troops into the territory of Tus- 
cany ; and if you fire a single gun agsjnst the Neapolitui 
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troops, I will kill erery Frenohman who falls into my 
power!" This threat was enforced: at Arcoli, three 
French soldiers who were captured were tied to a tree and 
shot ; at the hospital of Otricoli, which was occupied hy 
Mack, thirty French soldiers, who had suffered amputation 
<m the preceding day, were also shot, and their bodies 
buried. 

The neutrality of Tuscany, which Mack took under his 
protection, was subjected to many outrages. Nel^n ap- 
peared before^ Leghorn with the vessels having on board 
six thousand Neapolitans, under the orders of Naselli. 
They were to be disembarked and to. attack the rear guard 
of the French. On seeing the fleet, the commandant of 
ihe place made rejHresentations as to its neutrality, but in 
vain, and finally the soldiers landed. He justified his course 
in the following proclamation : — 

" Leghorn, Nov. 30, 1798. 
" Jacob Lavaillette, major general of the Grand Duke of 
Tuscany, commander at Leghorn, has learned that a squad- 
ron of English and Portuguese vessels of war have appeared 
before Leghorn, and have declared their intention to land, 
even by force, in case of resistance. The commander of 
Leghorn, unable to resist, permits them to disembark, un- 
der the express condition of respecting the neutrality of 
Tuscany," , 

When the squadron was entering the roads, Nelson seized, 
as a lawful prize^ a Genoese fleet of merchant vessels richly 
laden. Thus was the neutrality of Tuscany respected. 

On the approach of Mack, who was attended by King 
Ferdinand, |he French troops evacuated Rome. Some 
partisans of the republic, some Neapolitans who had fled 
from persecution, either could not or would not follow: 
they were arrested on the same day, and executed by oider 
of the king. The populace was subjoeted to the ntages 
of miserable beings who, under the pMezt of religioii, pfl- 
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]ag«d houses, robbed the citizens, drowaed ia the Tiber a 
great number of Jews, and committed the most revolting 
atrocities ia the presence of the soldiery, who offered no 
opposition. But the French soon resumed the offensive^ 
routed the Neapolitan army, and Ferdinand succeeded in 
escaping to his capital only by means of a disgraceful dis* 
guise. Terror seized the court ; it tried to arrest" the pro* 
gress of the enemy, but gently, for it could not calculate on 
success. On the night of the 21st of December, the king, 
and all those who had excited against thepselres public 
animadversion, embarked and fled into Sicily. The king 
carried away the jewels and treasure of the crown, the 
most precious antiquities^ the chefs d'oBuvres of the arts 
which adorned the museums, and about eighty millions oi 
francs found in the public treasury. He was advised to 
these thefts by Lady Hamilton and Admiral N^son. 

Shortly after, the French, under the orders of Cham- 
pionnet, aided by a part of the population, took possession 
of the city of Naples, and formed the ParthenopcBan re- 
public, amid the acclamations of the whole people. 

All, however, was not finished. The royalists excited 
the inhabitants of the provinces to insurrection, and Cardi- 
nal Ruffo placed himself at their head. The insurrection 
gradually extended, and the FVench army, unable to defend 
themselves against an enemy whose power increased daily, 
evacuated the city, leaving the new republic to provide for 
its defence. 

The republicans of Naples were extremely brave, but 
they were too few to ensure their triumph. The French 
had just evacuated the city, when a large number of Eng- 
lish and Sicilian vessels made a descent on the islands of 
Ischia and Procida, took possession of them, massacred the 
republicans, re»established the royal government, and ap* 
pointed magistrates to detect and punish the rebels. 

Admiral Caracciolo, who had left Sicily to enlist in the 
service of the Par^nopttan republic, was ordered to r^ 
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take these two islands. With tUs view, he assembled 
eome vessels, but failed from the contraxy winds and the 
inferiority of his forces. He "re-entered the harbor of 
Naji^es, without having sustained much injury himself, 
although he had inflicted orach on the enemy. 

The rojralists, however, under the command of Rufib; 
advanced rapidly. All the provinces had yielded to them | 
the republican government retained command only of the 
capital and the environs of the city. The defection of the 
Duke of Roccaromana, who- deserted to the enemy with a 
division of cavalry, increased ^e dangerous position of the 
patriots. The secret agents of Ruffo fomented treason in 
the ranks of the people : the men employed in the arsenal 
at Gastellamare were bought over, and attempted, but un- 
successfully, to set it on fire. ' Cries of sedition disturbed 
the repose 5f the citizens at night, and reports of the bloody 
reactions meditated by the royalists were current in every 
part. 

In 1799, on the 13th of June, the royal army had ad- 
vanced to the walls of the city. It was composed of 
fanatical peasants, principally Calabrians, who were distin- 
guished for their ferocity ; bands commanded by former 
leaders of bamditti, as Fra-Diavolo and Mammons ; and, 
finally, Sicilian, Turkish, Russian, and English auxiliaries. 
This army invested Najdes, and attacked it simniltaneouiily 
at several points. The Russians assailed the fort of 
Vigliena, the walls of which^ were battered by catmon. 
A furious battle ensued, and the republicans were about to 
yield to numbers, when the commander of the fort, the 
priest Toscani, covered with wounds, crawled to the maga- 
zine and fired it. The fort blew up with a terrible explo- 
sion, and buried Russians and Neapolitans under its ruins. 
The battle was carried on in every part with the same de- 
gree of ferocity. Success was doubtful during the day, and 
night alone put an end to the contest. 

The next day the ciQr was in the hand» of the royalists, 
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ftad the repttblioaas wero shut up ia thfi castles, but deter* 
mined to sell their lives desrly. But Ruffo, astoaished at 
so vigorous a resistance, was still doubtful of his victory. 
Notwithstanding the advantages he had gained, he was 
fearful of driving to despair such determined men, who 
might at any time be assisted by the French and Spanish, 
whose combined fleets were still in the Mediterranean. 
Rufib then proposed an armistice to the republicans.' As, 
however^ the Directory had declared that they had no con* 
fidence in King Ferdinand and his lieutenant Ruffi), die 
patnots required that the articles of the treaty should bo 
sanctioned and their execution guarantied by the command- 
ers of the Russian and Turkish army, by the admiral of 
the English fleet, and by the French general M6gean, who, 
since the departure of the French army, had retained pos- 
session of the castle of St. Elmo. After conferring in a 
low tone with his allies, Rofib- assented to the demands of 
the republicans, and peace was concluded in the following 
terms: — 

" 1. The Castel Novo, and the Castel del Ovo, with 
their armaments and munitions of war, shall be delivered to 
ti^ commissioners of the King of the Two Sicilies, of his 
alUes,. England, Russia, and the Ottoman Porte. 

*' 2. The republican garrisons of the two forts shall 
march out with the honors of war, and their persons and 
goods, both moveable and immoveable, shall be respected. 

" 3. They may, at their option, embark either on board 
of the vessels of parliament, to be transported to Toulon, 
or may remain in the kingdom, and themselves and families 
shall be respected. The vessela shall be supplied by the 
king's diinisters. 

<* 4. These conditions and clauses shall be applicable to 
both sexes in the castles, and to the republicans captured 
during the war by the royal troops and their allies. 

" 5. The republican garrisons shall not leave die eastler 
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until the resseh destined tin ihose "wbo wish to leftre ih» 
kingdom are ready to sail. 

'^ 6. The archUsliop of Salerno, die count of CUce^ 
roux, the ootmt of Dillon, and the bishop of ATeSleiro, shall 
remain as hostages in the castle of St. Blmo until news is 
received at Naples of the safe arrival at Xonlon of th« 
vessels with the republican garrisons. The prisoners of 
the royal party, and the hostages kept in the l<nts, shaU be 
liberated on the ratification of the present capituIatioQ." 

This convention was signed by Cardinal Roflb and the 
connt of Ghiceroux in the name of the King of Naptes, 
Captain Foot on the part of England, Bailie of Russia, 
Bonieu for Turkey, and Generals Massa and M6gean for 
the republic. 

Several day% were spent in preparing the vessels. An 
edict, signed by Cardinal Ruffo as lieutenant of the king, 
declared tbat " the war was ended ; that neither parties nor 
factions existed any longer in the kingdom, but only citi- 
zens and brothers, equally subject to the prince ; that the 
king was disposed to pardon the errors of the rebellion, and 
accord even to his enemies his paternal goodness; and 
consequently that there would be no persecution, nor |h1- 
lage, nor contests, nor disasters, nor armaments.^ Some 
of the republicans determined to remain at Naples; but 
most of them, having less confidence in the assurances <ii 
royalty, embarked on board of the vessels, and made up 
their minds to leave their country. The garrisons of the 
forts nuurched out witb the honors of war, and oEiost of the 
patriots who composed them also embarked. The vesseb 
waited only for a favorable wind. 

A numerous fieet was now seen in the horizon. At first 
it was supposed to be the French and Spaniards, who had 
come to assist the republicans, who now regretted thehr 
surrender. But they were soon undeceived ; the vessels 
were thote of Admiral Nelson. 

The wind was now fair, and yet the vessels hi:fing on 
15 
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hottrd th0 patriots did not de]»«rt. Tliey left their moor- 
ings, but were placed under the cannon of the Castel del 
0¥0. The republicans demanded explanations of the Eng- 
lish admiral, who, in reply» published an edict of Ferdinand^ 
annulling the capitulation, under the pretence that a king 
could not treat with his subjects, nor deprive himself of the 
right to punish rebels. In a short time, the commissaries 
of Ferdinand arrested about a hundred patriots from the 
vessels; they were chained in couples, and marched through 
the indignant, but silent populace, into the dungeons of the 
castle they had quitted under the faith of treaties, and which 
had passed from their hands into those of the English. 

Thus, under the eyes of ihe representatives of the allies, 
who made no opposition, a most sacred engagement was 
odiously violated; an act of treason unexampled in the 
annals of civilized people, and the base infamy of which 
was assumed by Great Britain alone. An act so dishonor- 
able, however, produced the most energetic protestations on 
the part of some officers of the British marine, and Captain 
Trowbridge resigned his commission, and returned to Eng- 
land, so as not to serve under the orders of Nelson. But the 
cabinet of St. James, as if to brave the general indignation 
which existed in Europe against the conduct of the admiral, 
rewarded him> on his return to England, with the rank of 
Viee-Admiral qf the hlue^ and sent him to Copenhagen to 
consummate another deed of villany. 

Reactions soon commenced. All those not among the 
conquerors were exposed to be massacred. Bloody bodies 
were ^een in the streets and squares. The executioners, 
when tired of asking admission, broke into the houses of 
the citizens, and under pretence of seizing the proscribed, 
stole the gold and precious things on which they could lay 
^ir hands. Those unfortunate beings who escaped death 
at the moment of their arrest, were loaded with chains, or 
beaten and led to prison, subjected in their course through 
.the street to injuiy and pudnge. 
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A tribunal was instituted for the trial of the patriots, over 
which the infamous Speciale presided. We win not men* 
tion all the crimes committed ; the history of them would 
be too long, and would occupy several volumes ; two cases 
will show the mode in which it proceeded, and made such 
an atrocious mockery of the sacred forms of justice. 

A noble Neapolitan, named Pasquale Battistessa, was 
brought before the judges, for being a moderate partisan of 
the liberals, and was condemned to be hung. He was ex- 
ecuted, and thought to be dead. But when about to be 
buried, traces of life were d)served. By the orders of 
Speciale, his throat was cut by the executioner, in the 
church. 

" Admiral CaraQciolo,'* says Coletta, in his History of 
Naples, to which we are indebted for most of the materials 
of this chapter, ** Admiral Caracciolo was betrayed by a 
domestic, and was arrested in an obscure retreat. Nelson 
demanded of Cardinal Rufib, that the admiral should be 
given up to him. It was thought that this was done to save 
a brave man, who had shared with him the dangers of tho 
sea and the strife of battles. The same day a court-martial 
of Neapolitan officers was convened on board of his vessel, 
and Count Thurn, the highest in rank, presided over it. 
This court heard the accusations, and also the accused, 
who was ignorant of the charges against him ; it howevex 
admitted the justice of the admiral's demand, that the proofs 
And evidences in his favor should be heard. Nelson; when 
informed of this resolution, said that delays were useless ; 
and then this slavish assembly condemned the unfortunate 
Caracciolo to perpetual imprisonment. But Nelson, being 
told of this sentence by Count Thum, the president, re- 
sponded, * Death ;' and the word imprisonment was (srased, 
and that of death substituted. This infamous court-martial 
separated at two o'clock, and at the same moment, Frances- 
co Caracciolo, a gray-headed Neapolitan prince, an admiral 
celebrated for his tt^nt and bravery, illustrious for ^ gloiy 
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lie Iiad acquired by thirtjr-five years of services rendered 
to his country and, his king, a dktinguished and modest citi- 
aen, betra3red by one of his own domestics, betrayed by his 
brother in arms, Lord Nelson, betrayed by the oncers, his 
judges, who had been so much honored by his triumf^s, 
was loaded with chains, was taken on board a. Neapolitan 
frigate, the Minerva, more celebrated than any other vessel 
for the victories of the admiral, and was hong up at the 
yard-arm, where he remained exposed all night, a sad 
monument of Nelson's infamy." 

Another historian relates, that on learning his condemna- 
tlcm, Caracciolo wrote to Nelson, asking not his life, but 
that he might die like a soldier, and be shot ; and that Nel- 
son lefused his request, assisted at the execution, and took 
pleasure in the horrid sight. Lady Hamilton was at his 
side! 

Three days after, and when Ferdinand, who had wished 
to remain on the sea, had issued a great many tyrannical 
and sanguinary edicts,' under the direction of his English 
advisers, the prince, in company with Nelson, perceived an 
object floating on the surface of the sea, and propelled by 
the waves towards his vessel. ^* On observing it," says 
Coletta, " he discovered a dead body immersed in water to 
its middle, while the head was elevated, seemingly coming 
towards him in a threatening jnamier. Looking at it atten- 
tively, he recognised the livid face of his victim, and ex- 
claimed, ' Caracciolo!' Turning round, and shuddering with 
horror, he inquired, * What does this corpse wish V While 
his assistants were silent and stupefied, the chaplain an- 
swered, in a solemn manner, ' A Christian burial.' — ' Let it 
be given,' said the king, and retired alone and thoughtful 
into the cabin." 

Shortly after^ the English government perceived the ne- 
cessity of modifying its policy in regard to France and the 
kSagdom of the two Sicilies, recalled its ambassador, and 
Nelson, unable to bo separated from Lady Hamilton, left 
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his command, and retm^ned to England. He was afterwards * 
killed, as is well known, at the battle of Trafalgar. Fear- 
ing that the English government would overlook the servi- 
ces rendered at Naples by Lady Hamilton, they were men- 
tioned in his will, and this woman was recommended in the 
highest terms. But England disdained the prostitute who 
was no longer useful. Lady Hamilton was forgotten by 
her country, and afterward died in France, in a state of ex- 
treme wretchedness. 

15* 
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CHAPTER VI. 
FRANCE. 

I. ^REVOLUTION. 

We have thus far studied the policy of the cabiaet of St, 
James only in its action on foreign countries. Except the 
transactions in Malta and Naples, we have not found it in 
direct opposition to France. We shall now allude to that 
long and bloody contest which began in 1793, and ended 
in 1814. 

We shall require all our impartial feelings in order that 
we may not so«m actuated by hatred, and that justice may 
not resemble vengeance ; and shall produce proofs which 
cannot be denied, even by the accused. We shall speak 
with the Moniteur in hand ; we shall refer to men who hav» 
seen and understood, who have taken part in the great 
events of the imperial and revolutionary era ; and, finally^ 
shall often depend on the English themselves, to corroborate, 
by their own statements, our strongest accusations. We 
have often seen that on such a point, the proof must be de- 
cisive, the demonstration unanswerable. 

I. THE ENGLISH GOVERNMENT CALUMNIATES THE FRENCH 

RE VOLITION — IT ATTACKS THE ALLIES OF FRANCS IT 

ORGANIZES THE COALITION TREATIES OF PILNITZ AND 

PAVIA. 

When the Americans captured the army of Lord Com- 
wallis, Lord North exclaimed : ** France has ^iven us a 
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terrible blow ; America is lost. She id now preparing to 
capture India. We must make peace, and employ all the 
means in our power to disturb France, both in her foreign 
and domestic relations." 

» These woi*^ were remembered by Pitt ; they were the 
lesson .of his life ; on his death-bed he transmitted them to 
his worthy pupil, Castlereagh. , 

To neutralize the sympathies which the French had early 
found in England, it wa9 necessary to reader odious the 
men and the deedis of the reTolution. Calumny was the 
most convenient and surest mode of doing this, and Pitt 
was accustomed to the use of this weapon. 

Many writers of merit were pensioned by the govern- 
ment, to devote their talent and poHtical influence in oppo- 
sition to the principles of the French revolution. This di- 
rect action of the cabinet on the opinion of the English 
nation was exercised only in secret. In fact, the ministry 
was obliged to conceal its real intentions, even in England. 
As to France, it reiterated the assurances of the desire to 
pteserve peace between the two countries. Not being then 
in a condition to enter into a contest with France, it attack- 
ed her indirectly,- by threatening the only ally faithful to 
her — Spain. ; -^ 

At the close of 1789, two Spanish vessels entered the 
bay of Nootka Sound, on the northwest coast of North 
America, and conducted with some irregularity towards two 
British vessels. The King of Spain, when informed of it, 
made every apology, and tendered "every satisfaction to the 
cabinet of St. James ; but an amicable arrangiement would 
not suit the English, who ordered a fleet to be armed for 
the Mediterranean* The attitude of the constitution^ as- 
sembly, which, notwithstanding the tineertain position of 
France, resolved to respond loyally to the appesd of Spain, 
disconcerted Pitt's projects. War was postponed, and itie 
force which this result gave to the British ministry, permit- 
ted them to combine at their leisure against the French 
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revoliitian. With this view Pitt arailed himself of aH his 
disposable means, and thus prepared, for the last scene of 
the great catastrophe* Cornwallis was (»rdered to termi- 
nate the war in India ; next an attempt was made to alarm 
the coart of Madrid on the subject of a revolution. Austria 
was reconciled to Turkey, with which she had become em* 
broiled in 1787, notwithstanding all the efforts of French 
diplomacy ; finally, the peace of Warela, concluded the 14th 
of August, 1790^ by the mediation of Spain, but under the 
infioence of the British cabinet, terminated the war between 
Sweden and Russia. Thus, every effort of English diplo-^ 
macy ternuHated fortunately. 

While the anti-revolutionary propaganda made rapid pro- 
gress in Great Britain, and while the blacks in the French 
colonies we're excited to rebellion by secret agents, a crusade 
was organized on the continient against France. Lord Elgin, 
the English ambassador at Naples, visited the European 
courts, to excite the kings against the revolution. This diplo- 
matist brought about a conference between the Emperor of 
Austria and the King of Prussia, a conference which led to 
the treaty of Mantua, signed on the 30tb of May, 1791, and 
the convention of Pilnitz, concluded August 27th of the 
same year. This last is known by all those who have 
read ^ even an abridged history of the French revolution. 
The treaty of Mantua is less known, although infinitely 
more important. The principal arrangements in it were as 
follows: The sovereigns who signed it divided France. 
The Emperor of Austria took Lorraine, Alsace, and la 
Franche-Comte, destined afterwards for Switzerland ; the 
King of Sardinia, Bresse, Bugey, Gex^ and Dauphiny ; the 
King of Spain^ RoussiUon, Beam, the Island of Corsica, 
and the French part of St. Domingo. Russia reserved for 
heiself the right to invade Poland, a part of Podolia, and the 
smaU ports of Servia ; Prussia was to take possession of 
Dantzick, Thorn, die high palatinate, and Lasace. 
, Engiaad did not sign this declaration. She could not 
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yet permit herself to indulge in so open an act of hostility 
against France, t6 whom she was constantly making pro- 
testations of. friendship; it would endanger the success 
of her i^ans. But England had from the first, as we have 
already seen, brought about the conference which led to 
the treaty ; and she had afteLwards, although quietly, par- 
ticipated in the arrangements which were signed by the 
four contracting sovereigns. The motives of pure policy 
are easily understood: '* Internal dissensions and foreiga 
wars will exhaust the resources of France, and thus fulfil 
the wishes of the British niinistry. If, as is believed will 
be the case, France shall be crushed, the cabinet of St. 
JaiAes will profit by its fall, and would then receive^ with- 
out any trouble, from the French colonies, an equivalent 
to what the other powers desired to keep on the continent. 
If by any unforeseen chance France should be victorious, 
England could arrest her progress, and form a rallying 
point for her enemies. At all events, by fanning the 
kindling flame, the weakening of the French, and the loss 
of her marine, would compensate the English for the revolu- 
tion in America.''* Farther, England soon absented to this 
plan of devastation and robbery, a strange conspiracy of 
those loyal sovereigns, who declared that they made war 
on the revolution only to destroy Jacobinism. In March, 
17^, the British cabinet acceded to the treaty of jMantua ; 
the consent of Holland, advised by the agents of Pitt, oc- 
curred about the same time. 

Immediately after the signature of this convention, Cob- 
lentz became the rende^Tous of the emigrants and principal 
agents of the coalition. Some were publicly supported by 
England; among others were Burke's son, and the ex- 
minister Calonne, who were intriguing in behalf of th0 
cabinet of St. James. It was understood, also, that a mani* 
festo of the Duke of Brunswick had been forged at the £»r- 
eign office, and that the English emissaries on the conti- 
•»|aa. 
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nent had distributed an immense number of copies of them, 
translated into different langraages, even before it was pub* 
lished officially.* The French Government demanded of 
the British cabinet explanations on all these points ; Pitt 
and his colleagues merely denied the statement, again pr6- 
testing their sincere desire to see peace maintained betweeii 
the two countries. 

n. — ACTS — HOSTILITY OF THE ENGLISH GOVERNMENT 
AGAINST FRANCE, BEFORE ANY DECLARATION OF WAR— 
PITT CONTINUES HIS SYSTEM OF CALUMNY IN REGARD TO 
THE REVOLUTION. 

The policy of Pitt now began to be more bold. A liber- 
al society of London had subscribed 10,000 pairs of shoe^ 
for the French soldiers. The cargo was detained in the 
Thames by order of council. About the same time, several 
vessels loaded with grain for France were also stopped by 
a similar order. This grain, however, had been paid for 
in advance, and there existed between the two powers a 
treaty of commerce, which protected all commercial trans- 
actions between the two countries, until war was declared. 

Soon after, the tocsin of the 10th of August announced 
to monarchical Europe the fall of the throne of Louis XVI. ; 
the English ministry recalled Lord Grower, its ambassador 
at Paris. This diplomatist addressed a circular to all the 
English residing in France, inviting them to quit the terri- 
tory, declaring that he would not be responsible for any 
damage which might ensue from their continued residence. 
Goldsmith remarks, and correctly, in his work cited above, 
that this was meddling with the internal affairs of France, 
contrary to a formal promise made by England, never to 
interfere in them. 

Immediately after the recall of its ambassador, the cabi" 

* Crimes des Cabinets, ou Tableau des Plans, et des actes d'HostiUttf, 
form€9 par Us diwn poiaaances da PEurope, fcc., by Goldamith. 



Digitized 



by Google 



net at London 8Q»pended.aU im«rco«irs6 with ClwnvdlBii, the 
niinister ^enipotentiary of France, in England. He at- 
tempted to communicate with Lord QranTille^ the minister 
of foreign affairs^ but whenever a diplomatic note was sent, 
or an interview was demanded, he was insolently told thiit 
he was no longer regarded as an official character. Maret, 
who, like himself, was instructed to make the most pacific 
overtures to the English minister, and to give him the most 
satisfactory assurances in regard to the views of the repub- 
lican government, could not effect any negotiation. The 
most gross refusals and most flimsy pretexts were con- 
stantly received by the representatives of France. They 
were well treated in private, but the British government 
could not compromise itself by an understanding with th^ 
republic, through, the agency of those whose official titles 
they did not Wish to recognise. • It had resolved to rej^et 
the generous advances of the government established in 
place of the authority of Louis XYL But it wished at any 
rate for a rupture without any declaration of war, and widi- 
out appearing to desire it. 

In the mean time, a measure entirely new in England, 
decreed by the British government, excited the indignation 
of all the friends of liberty. The ministry proposed and 
caused to be adopted by both Houses of parliament, a bill 
which imposed the most arbitrary and severe regulations 
on all strangers resident in the kin|;doms of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland; this law gave the English authorities 
the right to imprison and expel from the British terri- 
tory, any stranger who, after a definite period, should not 
voluntarily obey the injunction to quit England. Another 
bill proscribed the circulation of assignats throughout the 
United Kingdom, and completed the demonstrations of 
hostility which the cabinet of St. James nuide openly. It 
was war, without any declaration of it. 

The French minister, Chauvelin, demanded of Lord 
Granvilie if he was included among the atrangfjrs subject 
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10 tUi last hw. Ha wmt told ihat he was not coiudderad 
■n exeeptioii to die nile, because^ it^ tlie eyes of the cabt« 
ttet, he was aeither more nor less than a private individnal. 
Notwithstandiag this refhsal of protection, ChanveHn deter- 
■lined to remain at London, and still attempted to nego- 
tiate, hut without sueeess. 

To complete the feeling among the English against the 
French Rev<^ution, Pitt had recourse to those vulgar meth- 
ods which governments employ so often to act on the im- 
agination of the masses. On a fine day, the king, by two 
proclamati<ms of Dec 1st, 1792, ordered the military t6 be 
called ent, convened Parliament for the 14th of the same 
month, although its regular time to assemble was in Janu- 
ary, marched troops towards London, fortified the tower, 
mounted guns upon it, and displayed all the armaments of 
war. Why were all these preparations ? What enemy 
was expected t Was England threatened with any sudden 
invasion ? No. This great expedition had been called out 
by Thomas Paine's treatise on the « Rights of Man." !t 
was pretended that the government was afraid of this pub- 
lication ; and on account of this octavo volume, a few copies 
of wluch were circulated in the political circles of London, 
the country was declared to be in danger. This humbug 
was powerfully aided by the propaganda organized by order 
of the minister. The most absurd and atrocious calumnies 
i^nst France were circulated: the English aristocracy 
and tradesmen were persuaded that the French wished to 
overturn the British constitution, destroy all titles to prop- 
erty, and introduce anarchy into the United Kingdom. The 
press, tlie Parliament, and the monarchical clubs founded 
under the inspiration of Pitt, assisted the minister in ac- 
complishing this work. His success exceeded his expectit- 
tions. In a short time, preparations for war against France 
became popular, '< There was a sudden and active coali- 
tion of all die dependants of the court, men in place, nobles, 
priests, rieh landholders, and capitatiBts who * Ured on* 
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ftlbiMes. They fitted the newspi^rs with their proteeta^ 
tiras of devotion to the English conetkatios, horror for the 
French Revolution, and hatred for anarchists; and the 
effect thus produced on public opinion was such, that in a 
few days nearly all England was prostrate before the min- 
istry, and veneration for the French Revolution was followed 
in the hearts of the English by the most violent hatred." 

In the midst of this general movement against France, a 
few generous voices were raised in behalf of the truth, and 
with a view to inspire the English with more equitable, if 
not more sympathetic sentiments, and Fox advocated the 
sending of an ambassador to Paris ; Sheridan justified the 
bloody measures which circumstances had compelled the 
republicans to adopt ; Erskine bravely defended Thomas 
Paine, who was burned in effigy ; Lord Stanhope bitterly 
reproached the counsellors of the crown with their duplicity 
and infamous acts ; but these noble efforts were of no avalL 
The influence of Pitt was predominant, and had extin- 
guished in the hearts of the English the last spark of 
reason and sympathy for republican France. 

IIL — RECALL OF THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR FROM PARIS — 
SECRET NEGOTIATIONS WITH UUM0T7RIEZ— PITT PRO- 
VOKES A DECLARATION OF WAR. 

January 2l6t, I79a, Louis XVI. died on the scaffold. 
On leariung this, Lord Grenville ordered Chauvelin to 
leave London in twenty-four hours, and the kingdom in 
eight days. Thirty-six hours after sending the note which 
eontained the order, a courier anrived from France with 
despatches for the French minister. This courier was ar* 
rested at Dover, thrown into prison, and then released, after 
being brutally plundered of his despatches. On learning 
these new outrages^ what waa done by the republic ? it 
coeiplatiied; but in a moderate tone, and sent to London 
new Bepfes»ntatiTea» who were ^nstnwted «e tdrge p e ae e 



Digitized 



by Google 



183 FRANCE. 

upon the cabinet of St. James. Certainly it would be diffi- 
cult to exhibit greatei* magnanimity and more forge tiiilness 
of injuries. The new envoys succeeded no better than 
Chauvelin ; nevertheless, the French government, still 
hoping to overcome an obstinacy which they regarded- as 
blindness, postponed the subject till February. 

In this interval, Lord Auckland, English ambassador in 
Holland, announced to the French government, through M . 
de Maulde, French minister at the Hague, that there was still 
a hope of preserving peace : it was to leave General Du- 
mouriez to negotiate secretly with England. Dumouriez, 
who, with his treacherous instinct, soon saw what was ex- 
pected of him, endeavored to-iiave himself appointed am- 
bassador to London ; but Fache, Clavi^re, and Monge, his 
colleagues in the ministry, refused to authorize this nego- 
tiation, and the royalist general had no other resource to 
please the enemies of France excepj to abandon the na- 
tional banner on the field of battle. 

Thus, while the cabinet of St. James refused to treat 
honorably with the French ambassadors, it sought to nego- 
tiate through obscure and disgraceful channels ; it used cor- 
ruption, which it was thought would be more profitable than 
open and regular discussion ; and attempted to steal, by the 
aid of its friends in France, what it had rejected when 
offered amicably. 

Pitt's attempt failed. It was then understood in England 
that the time for open rupture had come ; but it was not 
desirable to England to commence officially. In order to 
secure the support of the English nation, whose views were 
still doubtful, it was necessary to appear to be pushed into 
the struggle by their adversaries. Nothing was neglected 
to attain this. The government pretended to be very un- 
easy at London as to the state of die public mind, and they 
continued to insult the French government in a thousand 
different ways. At the very time when Frande was dis- 
tracted by the intrigues of Pitt, letters were written, almost 
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under his dictation, to influential members of the French 
Conyentipn, and especially to Brissot, that ^* the declaration 
of war would be the signal for a revolution in England; 
that all was ready for this." The republican government 
fell into the snare which it could no longer avoid, and war 
was declared by the Convention in the session of February 
2d, 1793. 

It is proved that the English ministers in. their hearts 
desired war, by the fact that when Louis XVI. was brought 
to the bar of the National Convention, all his defenders on 
the other side of the channel were found in the ranks of the 
opposition in Parliament. While Fox, Sheridan, Grey, and 
the other leaders of the whig party were publicly interested 
in the fate of the fallen monarch, and requested the cabinet 
to interfere iq. his favor, Pitt and his colleagues obstinately 
refused to make the slightest eflS^rt to save the life of the 
royal prisoner. The rupture of the peace was highly sat- 
isfactory to the British. 

• Robespierre afterwards accused Brissot and his friends 
of having been in this last case the agents of England, and 
founded his assertion on the fact that France was at that 
moment without a fleet, and nowise prepared for a contest 
with Great Britain. The truth is, that Brissot was de- 
ceived, and expected to have surprised the English, while 
he was the dupe of Pitt's hypocrisy, who wished the word 
tear to be pronounced first by France. 
. When the British ministry announced the declaration of 
war to the House of Commons, severe reproaches and .en- 
ergetic protests were heard from several of the benches. 
Lord Stanhope said : " This country has never been in 
such imminent danger, and never has a more important 
question been presented. In fact, we are to consider if 
this house will sustain a war prepared by our ministry, and 
in which we are the aggressors, yes, the aggressors. Yoii. 
know that the second article of the treaty of 1786 stated 
exinressly, ^at, in caae of a misunderstanding between th^ 
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two nations, ' the dbmiflsal of an ambassador should be re* 
garded as a rupture.' Now we have dismissed M . Chan* 
Telitt in the most disgraceful manner. Here, then, is the 
mptfzre on our side. I cannot see an aggression without a 
motive, on the part of France. It has, on the contrary, 
been caused by our ministers. They wished for war ; they 
have commenced it, because they have done precisely what 
was necessary to be done — ^precisely what the treaty had 
provided for." 

Xord Lauderdale reproached the ministers with their un- 
worthy exertions to make the war' popular. '^ One of the 
most powerful means,'' said he,^ " are these atrocions libels 
against the French, in which absurdity is attended with 
perfidy. Have you not accused them of poisoning the 
springs, and many other horrid crimes ? Is it not an im- 
pudent lie to tell the people that several Frenchmen have 
• been arrested for a base conspiracy which was on the point 
of breaking out ? Who are the aggressors^— those who en- 
tertain a charg6, or those who drive him away ignomini- 
ously ? thdse who force him to explain, or those who refuse 
to understand ? those who ask to continue a peaceable and 
amicable commerce, or those who forbid the exportation of 
grain to that nation, while it is left free for the whole 
world?" 

Pitt mendaciously affirmed that he had exhausted all 
possible modes of accommodation. He added : '' It has 
been said that we are to undertake a war of extermination, 
a war to the death. Yes, this is the war which is about to 
commence. It is said also that it depended on us to live 
in peace with the French. Prudence commands us to live 
with them as enemies." 

Durke was still more violent. His answer to Fox was 
a paraphrase of a letter which Fox addressed to a member 
of the National ikssembly, which states : " If ever a power 
sets foot on the soil of fVance, they must entei: it as they 
iMHMilijf n coimiaiy of assasskis : no rejird A01M be piud to 
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tbe laws which reigiilajto war between ciYilized nationt; 
France has no right to expect it j war there will «izoply be 
a military execution. You will be obliged to act similarly ; 
on all sides the furies of hell will be unchained, and will 
riot in blood and carnage." 

The address to the king was adopted. It was a bill of 
indemnity given to the odious conduct of the ministry, and 
a solemn engagement to second actively the royal, authority 
in its enterprises against France. 

IV.—- EFFORTS OF ENGLAND TO FORM A COALITION AGAtNaf 
FRANCE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES— PITT WISHES TO DE- 
FAME THE FRENCH ^PLAN OF BITRNINO AND ASSASSINA- 
TION IN THE REPUBLIC. 

The admiralty prepared for the maritime war by sendiog 
orders to every commander to bum, sink, and destroy ever 
ry French vessel which was captured. It w^s worthy of 
those people who, in 1791, had repelled the generous 
proposition made to England by the Constitutional Asseoi? 
bly to abolish the right of search. . 

The political propaganda on the continent became s^Ul 
more active. Kemonstrances, threats, pressing exhorta* 
tions, promises of subsidies, and the corruption of subaltern 
agents, — everything was put into operation to combine the 
European states, both larj^e and small,, in a coalition against 
the republic. 

Obeying the threats of England, Spain, Naj^es, and For* 
tugal declared war against the republic. 

March 25th, 1793, Ruj^sia concluded an alliance, offbii« 
sive and defensive, with Great Britain. It was a greaJt 
victory for the English ministry, who depended very much 
on the concurrence of the cabinet of St. Petersburg. 

Holland had separated from France only in consequeace. 
of the solicitations of the British cabinet, and of certain, 
presents which came very timely to conquer the passive 
15* 
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feflistanee of the Stadtholder. A biil on Engluid for 
jS500,000 conrorted this prince, whom Pitt afterwards 
couated among his allies, until an opportunity was offered 
lo rob him of his colonies. 

All the powers of a lower class, who had not yet joined 
the coalition, were summoned by the British agents to be<» 
eome puties to it, under pitin of losing their rank in Ea* 
fope. Denmark resisted with a noble perseverance, saying 
that she had no cause of animosity against the French. 
Switzerland also opposed the persecutions of Lord Fitz- 
gerald, who could obtain nothing from her, notwithstanding 
Ilia menaces and insults. Grenoa likewise wasreluct»iit to 
enter into hostilities against France : the English minister 
threatened to destroy the city, and the principal port of this 
. republic became the theatre of the most shameful violations 
of the rights of neutrality. Tuscany was animated by the 
same sentiments; was twenty times attacked by the thun- 
dera of Britain, and twenty times humiliated by the insolent 
•nvoy of Pitt. Finally, fatigued by his incessant requests, 
she detided to join her protector^ the Emperor of Austria. 

It was a part of the general plan of England, in the sys* 
tern of blockade applied to France, to proscribe every offi* 
eial representative of the republican government in foreign 
ooBtttries, and to organize a European band of assassins 
against French citizens generally, and particularly against 
eonventions. The diplomatic agents of France were pur* 
sued and persecuted, even in those countries which ob- 
asrved a strict neutrality. The citizen Bourgoing, minister 
of Uie republic at Madrid, sent to Portugal to bear a mes- 
sage of peace, was assailed by the people of Lisbon ; and 
having learned that, in accordance with the demand of Lord 
Walpoie, the British minister, orders had been given to ar- 
rest him, he was obliged to depart immediately on foot and 
in » disguise, to which he owed his liberty and perhaps his 
life. Citizen Lehoc, the representative of France in the 
ivse eity of Hamburg, "was exposed to the same insults and 
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was obUged to quit Ms reaidetice upon the demand of die 
Engliflfti agent. The arrest of Benmonville and the four 
deputies delivered up by Dtimouriez, occurred at the same 
time with these persecutions, and was extremely agreeable 
to the partisans of Pitt's policy. These repvesentatives 
passed three months in the dungeons of Maestricht, and 
fifteen in the horrid prison of Spielberg in Moravia. Finally, 
about the same time, Austria, who hetd singularly profited 
by the lessons of England, dared to commit an act hitherto 
utthoaxd of among civilized nations : she caused to be at- 
tacked uid robbed two French ministers, citta»ns Lemoa* 
ville and Maret, who were proceeding as ambassadors, one 
to Constantinople, the other to Naples. Both were impris* 
oned for twenty nionths. In the contest which occurred 
between their escort and the Austrian hussars, the son of 
Lemonville, the wife of Maret, and several domestics, were 
assassinated. The number of precious objects stolen from 
tkem was immense — at any rate, so says the correspmidani 
de Hamhurg. England applauded this infamous act. 

Thi< was not enough : the ministers of George III* tried 
to cause a famine* On the Sth of June, 1793, the council 
of his Britannic Majesty decreed that it was lawful to stop 
and confiscate all vessels loaded with grain or flour, and 
which were bound to France. The Swedish and Danish 
vessels were exempt from this to a certain extent ; that is^ 
the first time they were overhauled, they were simply to be 
turned from their course towards France, but the second 
time, they were confiscated. Thus England undertook to 
suspend ihe trade between France and neutral nations.* 

* Pitt ovdend the Britiab nuniae to capture and biiag^into Kngland all 
aeotral Tessels, whatever their freight might be. In coosequeiioe of this 
lystem, the allies of Great Britain were exposed to starvation. In the 
early months of 1793, many vessels loaded with grain were sent by a 
kmite in Lubec to some merchants in Lisbon ; they were stopped in tho 
Downs by English cruisers, and carried to the Thames. After two years' 
trial, the British government were compelled to pay for the cargoes and 
other expenses. In 1793-4, the seizures of this nation cost the government 
more than £400,000. The government expended hnmense sums to force 
the French to seek their supfdiss of grain in the United States. 
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In the interior of France, the intrigues of the cabinet of 
St. James were equally active. We do not wish to ex- 
aggerate the reports ascribed . at this time to the agents of 
Pitt. Bat the constant accusations of the people did not 
rest on fictions. The proof of a vast conspiracy against an 
entire nation is found in a' letter which Barr^re read to the 
CouTention, July 31, 1793.* This letter was found in the 
portfolio of an Englishman arrested at Lille. The follow- 
ing are extracts from it : — 

" The plans of Cobourg are certain, if the success of 
war b not with the dogs. Should it be so, the forage must 
be burnt, but not till the last moment, and the fire must oc^ 
mr in all the cities on the scone day. At any rate, be ready 
with your party from the 16th jo the 18th of August. The 
phosphoric matches are sufficient; a hundred of them maybe 
given to each friend without danger, as they only occupy a 
space four inches long and three qtiarteraof an inch round. 
We shall take care to provide each committee with a supply 
of these matches before the time mentioned. Raise exchange 
(o two hundred per cent See that Hunter is well paid, 
and assure him, on the part of Milord, that all his losses 
shall be reimbursed to more than double his commission* 
Let Greg — ^y do the same. Do something occasionally for 
S — ^p — ^rs. Discredit the assignats as much as possible, and 
refuse nil those not stamped with the name of the king. Raise 
the price of these last. Order your merchants to buy up all 
objects of primary necessity. 

"If you can persuade Gott to buy up tallow and candles 
at any price, make the public pay five francs a pound for 
them. Milord is well satisfied with the course of B. L — z. 
Say to him that his Royal Highness, the Duke,t has regis- 
tered your son and his own for a cornetcy ; their pay has 
already commenced. Let Gh^ — F — T--^r, go occasionally to 

• See " X^s Anglais au XIX.e Sidcle/' attributed to Barrdre. 
t Doubtless the Duke of York, one of the generals of the coalition, to 
whom the throne of France was pnanised. 
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Arde9 and Diintid^:. / beg fov noi t9 sport monty. Wt 
hope the assassinations mil be done prudently; priests in dis* 
guise, and females, afe the besi persons for this business. Send 
fifty thousand francs to Roumi, and fifty thousand francs to 
Caen. We have received no news since the 17th. What 
is the matter ? Send A — , &c. 

**P. S. Send one hundred and ffty thousand livres to 
Lyons and Grenoble, We regret sincerely the death of L-^, 
The pension of his widow, six hundred pounds per annum, 
wHl be paid punctually to her, and to her son after her 
death ; send them two hundred pounds by the first opportci-' 
nity to Bordeaux. Tell the wife of Cobbs, at Bourbour, 
that her liusbaud was promoted on the 1st of May, by Ad- 
miral McBride. Morell will receive one hundred pounds 
sterling monthly. 

" We have forty thousand guineas ready for the committees 
under your charge, 

^^ Let Chest — r and 8-— altbays have plenty of money. 
The vaults of the college aro well adapted for the plan of 
F— g." 

This was addressed " To the President of the committee 
of St. Omer, or lit Dunkirk.'* In the same portfolio were 
fi>ttiid memoranda of dififerent sums received and distributed 
todifierent subordinate agents, marked by initials. Among 
other things was noticed this, under date of May 2. " Re* 
eeived some letters from Dumourie±* 

The plans of incendiarism disclosed in this letter were 
soon realized. On the 7th of August, news came ^at the 
ursenal of Huningen had been burned ; in the course 6f a 
month there were fires at Donai, Bayonne, and Lorient^ 
During the siege of Valenciennes, the arsenal took fire and 
exploded ; treason was suspected, and, as if to prove it, the 
snb-director, Monestier, committed suicide. Severe acci- 
dents happened afoe in the parks of wtiltery at Saumur and 

* 8ee the Hooiteur of August 3. This letter was tnmslated and filed 
wKa the dounaittee t^ pcAHQ ssfety . 
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Chemill^, in ccmteqaeiice of QzplosioiM, ihe caiue of which 
was unknown. 

V. — TouLoir. 

Then occurred a solemn act of treason, the development 
of which, had a powerful influence on the destinies of 
France. 

The xity of Toulon had long been the scene of intrigues 
of the agents of Pitt, and the royalists of Marseilles, and 
opened its gates to the English, August 27, 1793. 

The first act of the English, after taking possession, was 
to proclaim Louis XVIl. king of France, and to hoist the 
white flag. But the inhabitants, who imprudently confided 
in their perfidious protectors, soon perceived that the seri- 
ous re-establishment of monarchy, and ihe defence of the 
place against the republican troops, were not thought of by 
the English. <' As soon as die English cabinet were ap* 
prized of the fortunate event, which placed the French ma* 
rine in their power, they appointed a commission composed 
of Admiral Hood, Lord Elliot, and GFoneral O'Hara ; the 
former was equally capable of conducting an intrigue, or 
Goramanding a squadron, and sowed dissensions among the 
inhabitants, flattering sometimes the one party, and some- 
times the other." 

Farther, the English commission, for two months, had 
permitted the two feeble detachments of General Cartaux 
and Lapoype to be quietly encamped, one day's march from 
the city, and did not seem at all uneasy at the approach of 
t^e army 4sent by the Convention against the rebel city» 
The motive for this apathy was evident ; the English thought 
kss of defenduig the city than of retreating with the rich 
booty which had attracted them there. We will add, that 
Admiral Hood had not neglected the means of terror ; he 
had established a military tribunal to judge the patriots, and 
already more than eight hundred republicans had been em* 
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barked, igBoraii^ of the filte to wMcfii they were destined. 
The two represdntatives of die pec^le, Pieite Bayle and 
Beauvais, remained in &e power of the English ; after wit* 
nessing the most bloody outrages, they were shut np in the 
fort of La Malgue, where were t^e English commissioners 
who were their judges. These wretched beings deliberated 
for a long tune on the kind of punishment for the two |)ri8*' 
oners. During this discussion, Bayle, who understood 
everything, stabbed himself to escape the horrible death to 
which he was delated. Beauvais died shortly after his de- 
livery from Toulon, in consequence of the bad treatment he 
experienced while in prison. 

On the I9ih of December, 1793, that is, one hundred and 
fourteen days after the treason of Trogofi*, the city was re* 
captured by the republicans. Then was consummated tlmt 
execrable act which the English had so kmg meditated; 
During the night, Sir Sidney Smith, by order of Admiral 
Hood, set on fire the arsenal^ magazines of naval stores, 
and a great number of vessels. The victorious army saw 
this from the surrounding heights ; trembling with rage, but 
unable to reach the culpable, they witnessed this conflagra^ 
-tion ordered by the counsellors ofi* George III. As if ki 
contrast with the English^ the galley slaves broke their 
chains, and instead of making their escape, aided in check- 
ing the progress of the flames, which threatened the city. 
Of thirty-one vessels of the line, and twenty-five frigates 
which were at Toulon, when the English took possession 
of the city, sixteen ships and five frigates were entirely 
buiriied, or very much damaged ; three ships and six frigates 
were taken by the English, three frigates by the Sardinians, 
Spaniards, and Neapolitans. 

The following are a few fragments of the report, address* 
ed by Captain Sidney Smith to his superior officer, Admi- 
ral Hood, as to the manner in which the work intrusted to 
him had been performed. 

"My Lord — ^!n accordance with your orders, I repaired 
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to the arsenal ot Tou]oa« and made all iheTpreparatioaa ne- 
cessary to fire the vessels and magazines. The galley- 
ilaves, six hundred in niunber, regarded us with an air evi- 
dently indicating opposition ; they were partly unchained, 
which was unusual ; we were therefore obliged to observe 
great vigilance, and to point the cannon on them, their 
prison, and on all our assailable points. 

*' In this position, we awaited with great anxiety the 
moment agreed on by the government to set fire to our 
matches. To Lieutenant Tupper was intrusted the firing 
of the large store-house, and the store-house of pitch, tar, 
tallow, and oil ; this was perfectly successful. The store- 
house of hemp was also enveloped in flames. The cafin- 
ness of the night unfortunately arrested the progress of the 
flames, but two hundred and fifty barrels of tar, well spread 
upon pine wood, soon extended the conflagration with great 
activity in the quarter in^sted to Lieutenant Tupper. 

"The spar-house was also set on fire by Lieutenant 
Middleton. Lieutenant Peters braved the flames with sur- 
prising intrepidity, to complete the work in those places 
where the fire seemed not to be well kindled. The fire 
of our transports was pxincipally directed to those places 
where we had reason to fear the approach of an enemy. 
The shouts of joy and the songs of the republicans, which 
we could bear distinctly, continued until both were drowned 
by the explosion of several thousand kegs of powder on 
board the frigate Iris, which lay in the inner roads, and 
which was imprudently fired by the Spaniards, instead of 
sinking it as they had been ordered to do* The shock 
communicated to the air, and the quantity of burning wood 
which fell around us nearly caused our destruction. 

^ I hadvecommended to the Spanish officers to bum the 
vessels in ^e basin in front of Uie city, but they returned 
and aoquainled us with the obstacles which prevented them* 
We, however, renewed the attempt together. 

" The expioaioB of a second vessel ot powder» which 
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was also unexpected, and the concussion of wUch wa3 
more violent than the first, exposed us to very great danger ; 
and when you think of the immense quantity of wood faU-* 
ing around us, it is almost miraculous that no ohe was in- 
jured. Having fired everything within our reach, and ex- 
hausted x)iur stock of comhustibles and our strength to such 
an extent that our men fell down from fatigue^ we directed 
our course to the fleet. 

'^ I should do injustice to the officers did I not acknowl* 
edge how much I am indebted to all of them for the man* 
ner in which they executed an affair so important to the 
nation. The precision with which the fire was kindled at 
my first signal, its progress and duration, are the best proofs 
that every ofilicer and soldier was at his post, and did his 
duty. I therefore add a list of those who were employed 
in this duty. 

" We can assure you that at least ten ships of the line 
were burnt. The loss of a large store-house, of ^ great 
quantity of pitch, tar, rosin, hemp, wood, cordage, and gun? 
powder, will render it very difficult to fit out the rest of the 
vessels. I regret that we were obliged to leave any of 
them y but hope that your lordship will be satisfied with 
what we accomfdished with our limited means, in a brief 
period, and in the face of a superior force.'' 

Twelve thousand Toulonese, fearing the just vengeance 
of the conquering patriots, abandoned the city, and went to 
demand an asylum of the combined squadrons who had j^o- 
mised to protect them. They were repulsed without pity, 
and the blood of these unfortunates fiowed in torrents by 
the hands of their allies. This was the last act of thk 
horrible drama ; a letter in the Morning Chronicle, inserted^ 
in the Moniteur of June 26, 1794^ recounts this lamentable 
episode in the following terms : — 

<' The citizens ran to the river in crowds ; they demand- , 
ed, in the name of honor, the jNTOtection promised them by 
the Clown of England. Disorden, ezcaMes, and robberies 

17 
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were Gommitred, and after every effort was made to carry 
thoosuids of tbem on board of the vessels, still thousand 
were abandoned to the vengeance of their countrymen. 
Many of them threw themselves into the sea, and vainly 
attempted to reach the vessels by swimming ; some killed 
themselves on the bank to avoid falling into the hands of 
the republican army. 

" The flames of the burning vessels, however, extended 
in every direction ; every moment an explosion was threat- 
ened, and finally their remains were blown up. This is 
only a slight sketch of the scene on the bank. That which 
occurred on board of the fleet was still more terrible. It 
was crowded with men of all nations, a heterogeneous mix- 
ture of old men, children, women, patients from the hospi- 
tals, soldiers mutilated at the different posts which had been 
attacked, and whose wounds were yet bleeding ; nothing 
could equal the horrors of the scene, except the cries of 
despair from husbands, fathers, tmd children, who were 
left on the bank) and whose tones became more and more 
mournfnl as our vessels departed. 

'* To add to the misfortune, this multitude of human crea- 
tures, who were stowed pell-mell on board the vessels, and 
part of whom were mutilated, were almost destitute of pro* 
visions, and had at least very little which they could use. 

<* Many of the inhabitants perished ; othters fell into the 
power of the French, after being abandoned by the English 
fleet."* 

The English vessels weighed anchor, carrying away 
some hundred fugitives who obtained permission to enter 
the army or navy of Great Britain ; but some months afler- 
^ wards, Pitt signed an order to dismiss all the French who 
had entered the army or navy. In vain did the French 
protest that they had no means of subsistence, that they 
could not return to France, having excited against them the 

* The mdmoirs of Foovielle and Imbert, the principal negotiators in the 
treason, contain also cnitous details in regard to this act of barbarity. 
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ia£gna6on of their fellow-citizens, being led away by the 
^omises «nd solemn assurances of Admiral Hood ; in vain 
did they supplicate and present certificates of good behavior 
from the English officers; the minister was inexorable. 
The victims of this cowardly treachery then determined 
to* invoke assistance from those to whose resentment they 
were legitimately entitled ; they addressed the French 
commissary residing in England, requesting to be recogni- 
sed as prisoners, and thud threw themselves on the clemen- 
cy of the republican government.* It was a bloody lesson 
given to the ministers of King George, but it was not un- 
derstood. England had expended one million four hxmdred 
thousand pounds, or thirty-five millicms of francs for this 
glorious eiq>edition, which began with treason, and ended 
in massacre. The treasures which this power has poured 
forth to annihilate France and the French are almost incal- 
culable. 

VI. — ^HEANS OP CORRUPTION TJSEO BY PITT's AGENTS. 

At this period, whenever the English thought there was 
a serious obstacle to be overcome, they used corruption to 
a marvellous extent. Th^ir attempts, however, sometimes 
failed. We will cite an instance of this. Colonel Withlock 
was besieging Port au Prince, in the isle of St. Domingo, 
which was defended by General Lavaux. On the 9th of 
February^ 1794, the French commander received a letter 
from Colonel Withlock, promising him high rank imder the 
new administration, and a present of five thousand crowns, 
if he would surrender the place to the British troops. 
Shocked at so much ignominy and insolence, the republi<^ 
can general replied — 

" Sib : Permit me to complain of your gross insult, by 
supposing me so vile and base as not to be offended at your- 
offer. In this you are mistaken : I have been thought hith- 

• Lei ADfl^ au XIX.« Sidd^-Crimes det Cabineto, par Goldmith. 
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erto worthy to command my troopt ; you bay^ vda^d to 
diskonor me in the eyes of my comrades ; this is a peraonal 
^ence, for which I demand satisfaction of you. I demand 
it in the name of that honor which ought to exist among 
all nations. With this view, therefore^ before a general 
action takes place, I challenge ymi to single combat, leav* 
ing you the choice of weapons, and to fight ei^er on foot 
or on horseback. Your position as an enemy does not givo 
you the xigjax of inflicting on me, in the name of your na* 
tion, a peraonal injury. I demand satisOftction for your 
private rnsult.** 

We need hardly add that the brave colonel refused the 
generaFs cartel) who^ however, foiled all the efibrts made by 
the British troops to take the place which he commanded. 

VII.-H9UB8ID1ES OBANTED TO PSVSSIA TO MAINTAIN THE 
COALITION. 

In the beginning of 1794, the English were fearful of 
being deserted by the cabinets of Vienna and Berlin. The 
Germanic powers, dissatisfied with the parsimony of the 
British government in granting the promised subsidies^ 
were inclined to leave Great Britain to herself. " No sil^f 
veXf no Prussia," nobly exclaimed King William ; and on 
the 13th of March he issued a manifesto, in which he 
stated that he had done all in his power against a bold 
enemy» but that, having been badly supported, he should 
withdraw from the coalition. The Austrians uttered the 
same threats. The English cabinet became alarmed. But 
a mode was soon found to check this desertion. Negotia- 
tions were conducted with so much diligence, that on tho 
16th of April a treaty was signed at the Hague, by which 
Sngliad and Holland engaged to pay a corps of sixty-two 
thousand four hundred Prussiaiia. For this object England 
paid i:i,900,0aa anniiilly, and Hollaiid MiO^fiW. The 
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King of Pni89ia was also assured that he would be at Wa^ 
ertjr to pursue his usurpations in Poland. 

VIII. —ASSASSINATION OF THE BARON OF GOETZ— AUSTRIA 
AGAIN JOINS THB COALITION, 

The campaign of 1795 opened in a most disastrous man* 
ner for the coalition. The Austro-Prussian armies were 
annihilated or dispersed ; the Anglo-Hanoverians were de- 
feated by the victorious troops of the republicans ; Holland 
was conquered ; Madrid was threatened by the French ; 
and most of the German states on the Rhine had submitted 
to the repi^iic. It would have been easy for the triumphal 
armies of France to take Hanover, the duchy of Bruns- 
wick, Saxony, and to march on Berlin. Notwithstanding, 
however, all the advantages of position, France made peace 
with Spain and Prussia, who begged for it. She showed 
herself particularly generous and disinterested towards the 
former power, and only demanded, for the expenses of a 
war caused by the court of Madrid, that part of St. Domingo 
possessed by the Spaniards. 

^ During the negotiations with Prussia, a tragical event 
excited the attention of the diplomatic world. Baron 
Goetz, the c^cial negotiator, died suddenly at Basle ; and 
the physicians, having made an autopsy, declared that he . 
was poisoned. It was ascertained also that the portfolio 
containing his papers was stolen. Now these papers re- 
vealed to the cabinet of St. James the intention of Austria 
to leave the coalition. i^4,500,000, which was sent to 
Vienna by the British ministry, changed the determination 
of the emperor, and England turned the crime to good 
account. 

Peace was also granted to Sardinia, which Bonaparte 
coidd have crushed. * 

In the mean time, Spain declared war against Great 
Britain. We only mention this fact, to state the reasons 

ir 
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te tbis determinatioii on ilie put of the court of Madiid. 
We read, in the declaration, that England nuuufeated bad 
faith during the whole of the preceding war, and that, at 
Toulon, Admiral Hood had destroyed all the yessels which 
he could not carry away with him. Hence the character 
of English policy was understood in other places besides 
Paris. 

IX. — LA VENDEE QUIBERON. 

La Vendue was the principal theatre for the operations 
of England against the new government. Pitt knew that 
the deepest injury to inflict on France was to foment a civil 
war in the heart of the empire. 

The war of Vendee commenced with the treason of 
Dumonriez in March, 1793, at the time when Galband, an 
Officer in the army, left for St. Domingo, where he went as 
a British agent. As soon as the English cabinet knew 
that the royalists of France had taken Hp arms, it gave a 
new energy to the propaganda in the departments of the 
West. Lord Fitzgerald, English minister to Switzerland^ 
kopt up an active correspondence with his numerous emis- 
saries at Paris and in the western cities. In June, lt93^ 
a spy in his employ went to Ch&tillon, assembled the siipe* 
rior council of the chiefs of Vend^, and solemnly promised 
them men and money. Shortly afterwards, at the time of 
the expedition to Toulon, Mr. Elliot published in this port, 
which had become a British city, a proclamation, dictated 
by the cabinet of St. James, and destined to be circulated 
extensively in all the insurgent departments, j^very day 
revealed new proofs of the relations between the rebels and 
the British.* But the most immoral act of this war was the 

* Boursault, a representative near the armiea of Brest and Cberhottrg, 
wrote to the National Convention : <' I would inform the Cooventioii that 
the character of an ambassador has been violated* in the peisonsof some 
^ey-slaves escaped from Brest, and some refractory priests who went 
to England some eight months since, and fiiteen days ago were thrown on 
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namtfoctture of counterfeit assignats, with which the Eng- 
Inh deluged every country afflicted with civil war. The 
proof of this fact is found in the public debates of the 
House of Commons, and in the annals of the courts of jus- 
tice. In the parliamentary session of March 11th, 1794, 
SheridtEin spoke in these terms : ** There is in England a 
mill employed in making paper for the manufacture of forged 
French assignats.*^ Mr. Ruyler confirmed Sheridan's as* 
sertion. On the 18th of November, 1795, a person named 
Lukin accused before the English tribunals an engraver 
who had endorsed a note for him. It was proved that thi^ 
Lukia applied to the engraver to make a plate of false 
French assign ats ; that at first the artist had refused to do 
an act so contrary to the rights of man and public morals, 
but that Lukin having stated that these assignats were in- 
tended for the army of the Duke of Yorkj^^y eatress order 
of the ministry, he had engraved the plate. Lord Kenyon, 
president of the royal court, stated, in his charge, that 
doubtless there were laws to be observed by nations, even 
during war, such as not to use poisoned weapons ; but that 
the counterfeiting of assignats was not contrary to these 
laws. (Moniteur, May 12, 1795.) Finally, after the 9th 
Thermidor, when La Vendee submitted voluntarily, thei 
leaders of the Ohouans forwarded to the Convention a pack- 
age containing a million of forged assignats, which had 
been sent to them by the English cabinet. 
^ The republic revenged itself in the following manner : 
An English refugee in France proposed to the government 
to counterfeit the notes of the bank of England. The com- 
mittee of public safety arrested him and put him in prison, 
where he remained nearly two years. 

oar shores. They came from the court of London, to arrange certain 
aasassidatioDS, Iry which tiie diplomacy of Pitt hoped to coonterbalancf 
our fictories in die north imd centre. Some of these men, and especially 
the priest Maignan, have been three days in my power. They mm ex- 
amined by the committee, and their funds consist of 6,369 francs in money, 
36,497 francs in royal asidgoats, and 106 maits 3 groe from the vessel of 
the brigand Piiisaye^'' 
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The amnesty, however, signed at La Saunate on the 
17th of February, 1795, had been violated by the Ghouane. 
The English cabinet, encouraged by the divisiona of the 
repuUic, then resolved to make a decisive effort to ruin the 
new order of things. April 1st, 1794, Pitt declared in 
Parliament that the governmont proposed to subsidize a 
body of French emigrants. The House of Commons 
passed the bill, although it was fiercely opposed. The 
minister soon ordered four regiments of emigrants to be 
formed, embracing about seven thousand men. These 
troops were sent to the Isle of Jersey, near the coast of 
France. 

An immense expedition was now fitted out in Britain, and 
at an enormous cost. Besides the body of emigrants td 
whom we have alluded, the agents of Pitt employed every 
means of seduction and intimidation to induce the French 
prisoners to enlist under the royal banner. Emigrant priests 
went to the hulks at Portsmouth and Plymouth, to gain oret 
the French soldiers and marines, who were enfeebled by a 
long and cruel captivity. These missionanes of treason 
were unheeded ; the rations of the prisoners were then 
diminished : a little bread and brackish water was the only 
nourishment of these unfortunates ; and then the royalist 
officers told them that if they persisted in their refusal, they 
should be carried into the colcmies and condemned to sla- 
very.* This succeeded ; the prisoners, conquered by hun- 
ger and torture — ^having before them the certainty of a 
frightful death on one side, and on the other the chance of 
escaping their persecutors as soon as they touched the soil 
of France — consented to enlist in the expedition. By 
means of these extraordinary recruits, ten regiments were 
formed, constituting an effective force of ten thousand men. 

« See << Crimes des Cabinets/' p. 123 ; " Les Anglsds au XIXjb Sidde,'' 
p. 340 ; " Les Victoires et Conqa^tes/? toI. iv. But the besi authority on 
this point is the nanative of the prifioners who left the ranks of the emi- 
grants as soon as they landed, and told the chiefs of the republican armies 
the violence to which they were exposed before joining the English. 
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A b^cqsqA div»ioB|.of three ox four thoufiand, wtt to Im 
Qompos^ of regimeata levied in Germany, ia 1794, on ac^ 
c^ht of England. The cabinet of St, James promised the 
leaders of the expedition, that, on reaching the shores of 
France, they should be jreinforced with tea thonsand 
JBnglish. 

It is known that the disembarkaUoa took place on ihe 
peninsula of Quiberon. The emigrants established them- 
•elves at the extremity of the peninsula, and in Fort Pen- 
thievre, situated at the point where the strip of land joins 
the continent by a narrow neck. They counted vainly on 
the ten thousand English atudtiaries whom Pitt had said 
would join them* D^endant on their own forces, they 
awaited with firmness the republican army, who had time, 
in consequence of the useless delay for the English, to 
rally opposite the peninsula. On the 20th of July, the 
patriots, commanded in chief by Hoehe and by Humbert^ 
Menage, Botta, and Yalletaux, lUtaeked die fort. The rout 
of the royalists now became general. Driven to the end 
of the peninsula, the unhappy individuals were fired on by 
the cannons of the English vessels, and both the refugees 
and the republicans were slaughtered indiscriminately. 
The worthy executors of Pitt's wishes were animated by 
a ferocious joy at the sight of this bloody melee, in which 
the- French contended furiously with each other, and fired 
without distinction upon their friends and enemies. It was 
a sight more horrid, perhaps, than that of the evacuation 
of Tqulon% A dense crowd, covered with dirt and blood, 
stood upon the brink of the sea, extending their suppliant 
hands to the English, who answered them with cannon-; 
women and children, and feeble old men^ who *had come 
into the camp of the royalists, uttered the most piercing 
lamentations, and cursed with all the energy of despair the 
a^es who had betrayed ^em } some of the strongest men 
attempted to swim to the English vi^sseb, but when they 
came alongside of the transports and attempted to get on 
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board of ^em, their bands were chopped off by the sabres 
of their pretended allies ; others retreated into the Mrater, to 
escape the bayonets of the patriots, but soon disappeared, 
struck down by the bnllets of their loyal protectors. This 
piteous scene continued for more than an hour. The re- 
publicans were more humane than the English ; when the 
Utter retired^ the royalists received quarter and were pro- 
tected from insult 

It is said that the object of this massacre was to destroy 
the remnant of the French marine, the best officers of 
which were in the expedition.* It is mote natural to be^ 
liere that the royalists were slaughtered by their perfidious 
allies simply because they were Frenchmen. Be this as 
it may, the fact is indisputable, and has been admitted by 
all historians. 

Among the objects captured in the camp of the emigrants 
was an. enormous bundle of forged assignais, 

A few noble soiids in Parliament censured the conduct 
of Pitt and his ministers for the expedition of Quiberon. 
The infamous premier dared to defend himself, saying, 
" At any rate, the blood of England was not shed."—" No," 
answered Sheridan, extremely indignant, " certainly not ; 
but the honor of England flowed from every pore !" Pitt, 
however, was not discouraged. He organized another ex* 
pedition, similar to that which had terminated so disgrace- 
jfiilly. On the 29th of September, 1795, a British fleet, 
having on board English and emigrants, uichored before 
He Dieu ; but this second attempt was a ridiculous failure, 
from the cowardice of the Count d'Artois, who did not dare 
to land on the continent to join Charrette, who had waited 
for him a long time. 

From this time, the cabinet of St. James renounced 
great expeditions to the coast of France. It contented it- 
self with sending^ occasionally to Brittany arms and ammu- 

• la ^t, TaUioi sa^^ in bis report, that more than six hndied swindfl, 
haying on their guards an anchor, map, and threo flews de lis, wen Ibond 
on the field of battle. (Moniteur. August 8, 1796.) 
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nition, some. lost okildren of emigrants, and counterfeit 
money* 

X — THE ENGLISH GOVERNMENT CONTINUES TO DEFAME 
FBANGE IT ORGANIZES CONSPIRACIES AMONO THE ROY- 
ALISTS — ^AFFAIRS OF BROTIER AND 18* FRUCTIDOR. 

Prussia and some other German states were at peace 
with France, who, by her victories, had frustrated all the 
attempts of England to annihilate the republic by the sword. 
But Pitt knew a surer mode of weakening an enemy so 
difficult to defeat in the battle-field : this was, to starve the 
French. The plan had been formed at the beginning of 
the war ; it was again brought forward with extraordinary 
activity and ardor ; so much so, that while France was 
everywhere triumphant, she was struggling with the misery 
of famine. To add to her distress, the harvest failed, and 
the little which had been produced was consumed by the 
armies. Alarm and suffering then became general, and 
caused much rejoicing at London.f 

/ * Moniteur of March 13, 1796 : letter from the commander of the ar- 
mies on the Loire and Indre, announcing that Stoflet had received a larg^^ 
sum in counterfeit lonis from England. 

This taste for counterfeit money existed in England throughout the 
whole revolution. Thus the Moniteur of the 28th Pluviose, an 7, inf<Nnns 
us that the British government caused counterfeit money of Hamburg and 
Hoktein to be struck at Birmingham. Three of its agents, who were 
sent on the continent to distribute it, were arrested at Hamburg. In the 
Moniteur of the 17th Thermidor of the same year, we read, under the head 
of Berlin : " Not only have there been made in England counterfeit Prus- 
sian groschen, whole cases of which have been imported at Hamburg and 
Leipsic as buttons, but commerce has lately introduced counterfeits of 
gold Fredericks -, the counterfeit is, however, lighter than the true coin, and 
instead of Preussen, we find Pruasen in^the legend." 

Query : Did not England also introduce into the United States, and dur- 
ing the war of the American Revolution, a large amount of counterfeit 
eontinental money ? 

t Among the auxiliaries, famine was not the most odious employed by 

the British al this period. In Jamaica, they let loose their dogs upon the 

lerolted negroes ; and yet at this time they advocated emancipation bf the 

slaves. 

^ In the session of Parliament in March, 1796, Sberidan, speaking about 
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The new intrigues of Eagland were favored fcfjr the 

weakness of the Directory, and the anarchy which deso- 
lated the republic since the 9th Thermidor. They organized 
a conspiracy) tending to restore the Bourbons ; but the plot 
was discovered on the 13th of January, 1797. The Abb6 
Brotier, Duverne-Dupresle, La Villeheurnois, and Poly, 
worthy instruments of th^ royalist faction, were secretly 
aided by the cabinet of St. James. Among other documents 
which prove that this cabinet was the soul of the conspi- 
Iracy, the two declarations of the accused Duverne-Du- 
presle are sufficiently explicit. 

In the first, Duverne says, that the plan of the conspira- 
cy was approved of by the French princes, and by the 
English minister. The following was the plan; France 
was to be divided into two agencies, both of which were 
to keep up an active correspondence with the king and the 
agents of the British government. It was agreed between 
the royalists, tha.t no regard should be paid to instructions 
from London, which would tend to facilitate the capture of 
any of their maritime ports by the English troops, and gen- 
erally to none that would be of utility to them^ the king 
and his council having always thought that the services of 
the English were perfidious services, which tended to the 
entire ruin of France. 

** To prepare and develop our plan," adds Duveme-Da- 
presle, '< funds are necessary, and England alone can supnly 
them" Wickham, the English agent in Switzerland, was 
the banker of the conspiracy. The money wliich he gave 
to his friends in Paris served not only to pay necessary 
travelling expenses, military equipments, and other unavoid- 
able expenses, but also to organize a band of corrupt agents 
and to prepare for the elections of the year. 

Duverne also declared that the English had such a good 

understanding in the public offices that they had procured 

imposing a tax on dogs, said : ** At least, you ou^^t to ^xen^ the dogs 
of Jamaica from taxation ; it -would be angratefiil to tax allies who hnt 
fought for the English in AqMrka." 
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the Freneh plAtt for the inviiston of IrekiuL F£ii^7, all 
the details of the plot, and even the names of Pitt's agents 
in tMs odious affair, were revealed by the accused, and pub- 
lished in the Moniteur. Farther, the cabinet at London 
did not deny the fact. 

The 4th of September, 1797, proved, some months after- 
w^ds, that the English ministry paid by the hand of the 
•ame Wickham fas the desertion of Pichegru. The latter 
was condemned, as it is known, to transportation, but es- 
caped from Guiana, and took refuge in England, where the 
British government allowed him a pension. 

XI. — ASSASSINATION OF THE FRENCH PlENIPOTENTIARISS 

AT RASTADT VIOLATION OF THE CONVENTION OF d'sZ.- 

ARICH — ASSASSINATION OF KLEBER SECOND COALITION 

FORMED BY ENGLAND. 

The treaty of Campo-Formio had re-established peace 
between France and Austria, but the unsatisfkctory result 
of the Congress of Rastadt indicated another rupture^ The 
Directory unexpectedly received intelligence that the French 
Plenipotentiaries, Del^, Bonnier, and Robergeot, were as- 
sassinated on leaving Rastadt, the 28th and 29th of April, 
1799. This bloody violation of the rights of nations^ this 
crime unparalleled in the history of modern civilization, 
ought to be, and was in fact, imputed to the cabinet at Vi- 
enna. But was not English policy more or less indirectly 
interested in it ? It was remarked that Burckard, com- 
mander of the Austrian huzzars, who assassinated the 
French minister, was a creature of the minister Thugut, 
who was entirely devoted to the cabinet of St. James. 
That was only one reason for suspecting that the English 
.w^e privy to this murder ; but the joy of Pitt's partisans 
on the news of this catastrq)he proves, that if the English 
minister did not direct the arm of the murderers, the desire 
and the thought of the crime certainly existed* £very 

18 
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ne wspiq^er in the pay of the goreriuneiit atteiqpted to jostiiy 
the treachery at Raetadt. One of them declared that a re- 
publican was an execrable animal whom it was no chme 
to kilL Another paper, in speaking of this massacre, re- 
marked, " The French have lost two men who are less to be re- 
gretted than if two soldiers had died." A third mentions this 
tragic event in the following words : *' The plenipotentiaries 
were met by a patrol, who demanded their passports ; the 
travellers inscdently refused to show them, and excited the 
military to such a degree, that they were obliged to strike 
them. Two were killed, but the greatest villain escaped/ 
Did not this public approbation of so odious a circumstance 
imply a moral if not an active agency in the affair ? 

While Europe was occupied by the agitation caused by 
the crime of the 28th of April, and the proposal made by 
the Directory to the council of five hundred, to declare war 
against Austria, the renown of the army in Egypt under 
Bonaparte, and its victories, spread throughout the East 
The conqueror of the p3nramids learned the reverses of the 
republican armies in Europe, left Egypt, and returned to 
France. Kleber, who had become general-in-chief of the 
expedition, concluded a convention at El-arieh with Sir 
Sidney Smith, stipidating that Egypt should be evacuated 
by the French troops, and should be allowed to return freely 
to their own country * 

The French executed faithfully the article of capitulation 
relative to their retreat ; &ey had delivered up the forts and 

* After signiiMf the treaty, General Desaix suled for France, with his 
regular passports, signed by the agents of the powers who had taken part 
in the convention. At some distance from Alexandria, he was overhaoled 
by an English cmiser, and sent by Admiral Keith piisoner to Leghorn, 
wbne he w«« confined in the common laz«retto. He protested agaiast 
this, and demanded explanations, bat with no effect. He wrote to the Eng- 
lish admiral, demanding pens, ink, and paper, and that he should be treat- 
ed in a manner snitable to his rank. Lord Keith replied ; << Sir, I am mr- 
jgrised that you should ask to be treated better than ypur comitrjrmen, fi>r 
in France you are under the reign of equality. In your ^tomtion, you can 
appreciate practically the advantages of that equality which you have 
hMberto known only in theory." 
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principal anned pO»itions» when Kleber received from Ad- 
miral Keith the following letter, dated on board the Queen 
Charlotte :— 

''January 18<A, 1800. 

" Sir, — I inform you that I haye received positive orders 
not to consent to any capitulation with the French army 
under your command in Egypt and Sjrria, unless they lay 
down their arms, surrender as prisoners of war, and give 
up all the vessels and munitions of war, and the port and 
city of Alexandria to the allied powers ; that in case of ca- 
pitulation, I shall permit no soldiers to return to France 
until regularly exchanged. I also think it necessary to in-^ 
form you that all vessels having French troops on board, 
and saiiing from this country with passports signed by any 
person except those who have the right to grant them, will 
be forced, by the officers of the vessels under my command, 
to return to Alexandria ; finally, that the vessels which 
shall be met returning to Europe with passports granted in 
consequence of a special capitidation with one of the allied 
powers, win be considered as prises, and all the individu- 
als on board of them as prisoners oi war." 

The memorable batUe of Heliopdis was the answer of 
Kleber to the provoking insolence of the Engli^. 

The ministers of Great Britain pretended in parliament 
that Sir Sidney Smith had no power to form a treaty. This^ 
however, was a flagrant falsehood. But it was accessary 
to find a pretext, and the British ministers found it extreme- 
ly convenieni to deny the character of their official agent* 
They wished to crush the Frooch army, which had neither 
forts nor military positions, which had surrendered to the 
Toiks die wells of the desert, and had dismantled the cita 
del of Cako. They wished also to have an excuae for dif 
embarking- and taking possession of the country, which they: 
might keep as long as they chose ; this was accomplishedt 
and the ministers of London, having attained their end, 
were but little disturbed by the reproaches of Prance, and 
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the opposition in parliament^ in regard to this outrageous 
contempt of the faith of naitions. . 

The assassination of Kleber was a consequence of Uiis 
act of perfidious policy. The English had roused the fanat- 
icism of the MusBulmen, and had excited them to assassi- 
nation. They were listened to, and the blood of the hero 
of Heliopolis was shed by the knife of a Seid, who had 
perhaps found other sources of exeitement than the senten* 
ces of a Koran. 

After the death of Kleber, Egypt was sunendered to the 
English army. By the capitulation of Alexandria, conclu- 
ded September 27th, 1801, France renounced her claims 
to the land of the Pharaohs. We hare now to menticm a 
new act of infamy; the capitulation stipulated that the. 
French army should be transported to France with its arms 
and scientific treasures. The English obseryed the first 
claim, but violated the secondhand seized the scientific col- 
lections which the institute had formed in Egypt at so much 
risk, labor, and danger. 

The enemies of France did not wait for the result of the 
affair in Eg3rpt to organize a new crusade in Europe against 
her. Since her defeat at Ahoukir, Russia and the Otto- 
man Porte had yielded to the solicitations of the cabinet at 
St James, and had united with the coalition formed in Italy 
and Germany. It is useless to add that Great Britain pa^ 
the expense of the second conspiracy of crowned heads 
against the republic. This time, however, the English 
minister made Russia wait; the latter had presented an 
account for two millions sterling ; &e English oabinet de- 
dared that they would pay the money whMi the merbhan- 
diss was forwarded; The emperor saw that he was doubt- 
ed ; he hastened to march an army upon Italy, and parlia- 
ment voted him a sabsidy of one ndHion one huntbed thou* 
•and pounds. 
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XII.— ^CONSULATE ENGLAND REFUSES PEACE — ENGLISH 

CONSFIBACY — ^INFERNAL MACHINE ^PEACE OF AMIENS — 

VIOLATION OF THE TREATY BY ENGLAND. 

When Bonaparte was Appointed first consul of the repub- 
lic, he sent a message to the King of England, to terminate 
the war, which, for eight years, had desolated the civilized 
world. What was the answer of the British cabinet ? 
War ! The victory of Marengo was the chastisement in- 
flicted by Napoleon upon it^ pride and effrontery. Nego- 
tiations were then commenced between the republic and 
Austria ; but England would not consent to a partial peace, 
and interfered to prevent its conclusion. In the mean time 
an event occurred, which showed why the English cabinet 
had refused peace, and why they continued to urge the 
restoration of the Bourbons. A royalist conspiracy, organ- 
ized and subsidized by it, was discovered at Paris, in the 
year IX. The conspirators obtained information in the of- 
fices of Fouch6, and that of the treasury, as to the best mo4? 
of Mealing the public money upon the highway. Brest was 
to have been delivered to the English by means of an attack 
of Chouans, combined with a disembarkation from a hostile 
fleet. The principal aim of the royalists was the assassi- 
nation of the first consul. Numerous papers found on Du- 
perron, who was arrested on his arrival from London, ex^ 
posed all these operations^ 

December 24, 1 800, the explosion of the infernal machine 
taught the French government that the conspirators were 
not discouraged. The plot had been formed in England ; 
George Csdondai and his attendants had departed from 
London ; it was at London that George took refuge to re- 
ceive the red riband, and the compliments of the ministers 
of his Britannic Majesty.* Beaten out of France, England 

* The attempt of the Rue St. Nicaise was paMicIy approved of by the 
IngUth ; the PorcupiM reanurked, « There is pardon in heaTOft for those 
who rid the world of a monster." 

I8* 
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could not give up tlie idea of triumphing in the repubtic by 
civil war and assassination. 

The conferences of Luneville, however, were Interrupted, 
and, thanks to the intrigues of English diplomacy, war was 
re-commenced in Germany and It^ly. The victory of Ho- 
hi^nlinden, gained by Moreau, ended the evil intentions 
of the powers of the coalition, and humiliated them. 
Pitt had enough to do ; Austria, Spain, Naples, Bavaria, 
Portugal, Russia, tmd the Ottoman Porte, demanded peace, 
and signed the treaty. During the negotiations for the treaties 
concluded with all these powers, England had violated the 
convention of El-Arich, as we have alr^dy stated in the 
' preceding chapter, attacked Copenhagen, and attempted 
twice, but vainly, to burn the French flotilla at Boulogne. 
The cabinet of St. James constantjy excited the British to 
the most revolting excesses. As much was said in the 
British journals i^ut the French invasion, the Times de- 
clared that M. Otto, the French plenipotentiary, had better 
leave England, because, in case, of an invasion, he might 
become the victim of popular vengeance ; this indirect hint 
i^t the assassination of the French representative, was fol- 
lowed by other advice no less atrocious ; the ministeria} 
paper stated, that as the great number of French prisoners 
might annoy the government, it would be better to get rid 
of them. 

Finally, the British government, pushed to the utmost, 
and abandoned by its allies, was obligod to make peace ; 
but it was the last to sign the treaty. «. 

The treaty of Amiens was the signal of the fall of that 
minister, who had lived only by war, and had inscribed the 
annihilation of France at the head of his political pro* 
gramme. In fact, the Pitt cabinet fell, but its doctrines 
were piously followed by its successors. 

No sooner was the peace re-established, than England 
did all she could to break it agaihi Disgusting pttmphlets 
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amd calumnious ftrtides were constantly published in the 
journals against the French nation. 

The English ministry granted its protection to dangerous 
men, who were pointed out by the French government; 
some of these individuals assembled at Jersey, and the 
cabinet of St James did not attempt to disperse them, al- 
though it was informed that their seditious writings, their 
infernal machines, and plans of conspiracy were continually 
passing from this island into France. 

Finally, England, as we have already seen, kept posses- 
sion of Malta, in contempt of the formal stipulations of the 
treaty of the 25th March. It also detained the French 
vessels in peace, and considered their citizens as prisoners. 

Preparations for the invasion of England, made at Bou- 
logne and along the line of coast, were the answer of the 
French government to the aggressions of the British cabi- 
net. Pitt then regained his power :* England being now 
about to commence a new career of crime, this statesman 
was necessary to carry out the plans formed. 

The conspiracy of Georges, Pichegru, and Moreau^ wast 
a new proof of the incessant machinations of the British 
government against the first consul and French institutions. 
For some time, the English talked freely about the speiedy 
death of Bonaparte. The London Courier, a journal pub- 
lished in French, inserted' in its columns the translation of 
a pamphlet composed at the end of the protectorate, and 
having for its title — " To kill is not to assassinate" Oa 
the 30th of January, a bill was posted up in the streets of. 
London, beginning with these words: "As the assassiqa-^ 
tion of Bonaparte and the restoration of Louis XVIII. mU 
sOon occur, most of the French will return to their country " 
Some time after, Georges and his companions were carried^ 
to France by ah English, vessel, to attempt to accomplish 
these villanous designs. At the same time, battalions oi 
emigrants went from England to the ri^t bank of the 
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Rhine, with a mission to seeond the moyemento of ib» 

royalists in the west of France.* 

British diplomacy combined its efibrts with those of the 
conspirators. Drake, the English, minister to the court of 
Bavaria, paid and directed its agents in the interior of 
France to organize there revolution', assassination, a \f&r 
of brigands, the murder of the first consul, and the overturn 
of the government. In the ten original letters of this, 
diplomatist which were seized by the French police, this, 
phrase among others was remarked in regard to the assas- 
sination of Bonaparte : " It is of little importance by whom 
the animal is earthed ; it is sufficient that 3rou will be ready 
to join in the chase." Spencer Smith, another English 
minister at the court of Wirtemberg, rendered powerful aid 
to the infamous Drake in his criminal designs. This pros- 
titution of the sacred character of ambassador appeared so. 
monstrous, that all the governmeints of Europe^ without 
exception, protested with energy against such acts. The. 
cabinet of London, after denying the facts in Parliament, 
had the impudence to approve the conduct of Drake and 
Smith, in a communication addressed officially to the first 
consul. 

XlII. — FROM THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE EMPIRE TO THE 
PRESENT PERIOD. 

We shall devote but a few lines to the villany of Eng- 
land in the period between 1804 and the present; not 
because there is a want of materials, but because we wish 
to avoid tedious repetitions. First, we would call attention 
to the pacific propositions made by Napoleon to the King 
oi England after he was declared Emperor, and the brutal 
lefiisal of the British government to enter into negotiations 
with him. Even the letter of the emperor remained unan- 
swered. 

* See Mem. of ThitendBau. Walter Scott, in his Life of NajpoleODi 
admits aU tboio &els. This aiithoritF is not suspoctsd. 
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III 1805, a new ooalitioii was formed and concltided by 
the cabinet of St. James, which Napoleon called the pay^ 
master general of the enemies of France, In 1806, the 
emperor proclaimed the continental blockadcf. These just 
reprisals of France for the injuries she had sustained from 
England from the commencement of the revolution, was 
the surest mode of intimidating the culpable policy of her 
neighbors. William Pitt died the same year. Fox, who 
now came into power, seemed disposed to continue his 
policy. The former leader of the liberal opposition, and 
the zealous friend of the French Revolution, now excited 
the powers of Europe to new aggressions against France. 
His designs, however, were not yet marked with sufficient 
clearness for the northern cabinets to trust to his premises ; 
but he died, and the succession of a tory ministry com- 
pletely restored all the hopes of the enemies of France. 
The flames of war were again rekindled ; and the British 
treasury, which seemed inexhaustible, furnished funds for 
the armies, and the devotion of the sovereigns of the 
coalition. 

The bombardment of Copenhagen, in 1807, excited in 
Europe an indignation which affected even the allies of 
Great Britain. 

Two facts, which were extremely discreditable to the 
English government, ought to be mentioned here : they 
occurred in 1810. Napoleon had proposed to exchange 
the English and Spanish prisoners, who were detained in 
France, for the French prisoners and subjects of the allied 
powers, who were in England. The cabinet of London 
refused, saying that they could not accept Spaniards in 
exchange for French ; and yet Spain was at that time the 
ally of Englahd ! Some time afterwards, the English dis- 
embarked on the coast of France three thousand invalid 
soldiers, Hanoverians, Westphalians, Prussians, Swiss, and 
Poles, who were wdm out in their service. Expecting 
to derive no more benefit firom thk remnant of the loyiF 
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armies, the Bxitigh goveminent did not hesitate to laad them 
at hap-hazard on the contiaent, giving each of them, to 
meet the expenses of their journey, only the sum of thirty- 
six francs. The emperor, however, supplied them with the 
means of living, and passports to regain their families. 

In 1812, we find the politicians of England using their 
means of corruption to cement an alliance between Russia 
and the Ottoman Porte. It is well known how injurious 
this influence became to Prance. 

Finally, in order to crown in a proper manner the long 
series of its crimes during the period of the revolution and 
the empire, England in 1S15 sent the vanquished hero of 
Waterloo, who had confided his destiny to the hands of his 
enemies, to die under the homicidal sun of St. Helena.! 
From that time, Gastlereagh had no cause to envy the son- 
of Chatham. 

Great Britain had expended more than twenty hundreds 
of millions of pounds to excite an unjust and bloody war 
against France. But she had attained her end. France^ 
was humbled, exhausted, and oppressed by shameful trea- 
ties ; her natural energy was trodden under the feet of the 
Bourbons ; her richest colonies were annexed to the British 
crown ; her frontier towns were dismantled or razed ; her 
fleets and her commerce destroyed ; her armies annihilated ; 
her resources exhausted for a long time : such were the ' 
fruits of her efforts for twenty-five years. From that time, 
France was permitted to rest. 

Since 1830, the whig party of England have attempted 
to prove that they had the same political belief as the to- 
nes, and that they had forgotten nothing of the policy of 
Burke and William Pitt. The affairs of the East, and the 
continual supplies of arms and ammunition to the enemies 
of France at Algiers, in the face of the treaty of July 15, 
1840, have given the captionists of iha ^^ juste miZtW a- 
proof 4>f what the English policy can be guilty, when moved 
1^ sordid iiiterfsst or implacable jealousy^ 
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CHAPTER VII. 
THE CHINESE WAR. 

Ths war upon the banks of the rirer of Canton, between 
the English and Chinese, assumes all the eharacters and 
phases of British policy. 

In order to understand conectly the facts which haro 
brought about the conflict between Great Britain and China, 
we shall state a few details which are essentially connected 
with this subject. 

L**HIST0RT OF THE COMMERCE OF OPIUM — EFFECT OF 

OPIUM ON THE HUMAN SYSTEM DOUBLE PURPOSE OF 

ENGLAND IN EXTENDING THE TASTE FOR THIS DRUG 
AMONG THE CHINESE. 

For a long time, the Europeans hare imported opium 
into China. The English, observing that this trade would 
give them great advantages, on account of the love of the 
Chinese for this drug, took measures early to monopolize 
the trade. The culture of the poppy extended rapidly in 
British India, and In a few yeaifs Bengal and the adjacent 
provinces were able to supply all the opium required by the 
Cbinese. 

. The sale i)i this article was tolerated by the government 
of Pekin for a long time ; but when the emperor perceived 
the fatal effects produced by its use, he prohibited its intro- 
duction and sale, under the severest penalties. This first 
prohibition occurred in 1796. In fact, the emperor himself 
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was once addicted to this habit for many years, but by great 
moral courage he weaned himself from the vice. 

Were the Chinese government wrong in prohibiting a 
drug hitherto considered as a simple medicine ? No one 
who knows the effects of opium will hesitate to answer* 

Opium destroys the physical as well as the moral man. 
All physiologists admit that the use of this drug, either by 
smoking or chewing, exercises a terrible influence on the 
nervous system : it does not produce sleep, but a general 
excitement, which extends even to delirium. The effect 
caused on the brain is extremely dangerous. The opium- 
smoker soon loses his memory and his intelligence. His 
moral capacities suffer as rapidly as his physical organiza- 
tion. While the legs totter, and the hands tremble like 
those of an old man, — while the body wastes, the face be- 
comes wrinkled, and assumes the paleness of death ; the 
faculties of the mind and the qualities, of the heart are 
gradually destroyed ; the degradation is complete ; and long 
Itefore the act of suicide terminates, the unhappy^smoker 
may be considered as no longer belonging to the human 
iamily. 

The following details in regard to the manner of smoking 
opium are from the pen of an Englishman, G. H. Smith, 
£sq., and are consequently authentic. He remarks : — 

" The great extent to which' this destructive vice is car- 
ried on in this island, and in the straits and islands 
adjacent, together with the almost utter impossibility of 
relinquishing the dreadful habit, when once acquired, opens 
an immense source of revenue to the East India Company, 
who monopolize the sale of all quantities of opium under ft 
chest, as well as that of arrack, seree, toddy, bang, ^c. 
Benares opium is that chiefly used by the farmer for the 
preparation of ^ chandoo' (the composition smoked), on ac« 
count of its weight and cheapness $ but the consumers pre* 
fer the Patna opium, because it has a finer flavor, is atrongery 
a^d its effects are more lasting. 
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'^The following is part 6f the mode of preparing tbe 
cbandoo. Two balla 9.te as much as one man can properly 
prepare at once. The soft inside part of theNopium-ball is 
scooped out, and the rind is boiled in soft water, and 
strained, through a piece of calico. The lk]^uor is evapo- 
rated, in a wide vessel, 4ind all impurities carefulty skimmed 
off, as they rise to the surface. The same process is gone 
through with the soft opium extracted from the ball ; and 
all being mixed and evaporated to the consistence iof dough, 
it is spread out inta thin plates^ and, when cold, it is cut 
into a number of long narrow slips. These ace again re* 
duced to powder, redissolved, again evaporated, and ulti^ 
mately rolled up into balls, and a good deal resemble shoe« 
makers' wax. In this state it is fit for smoking, and is at 
least twice the strength of crude opium. The chandoo, 
when once smoked, does not entirely lose its powers, but 
is collected from the head of the pipe, and is then called 
* tye-chandoo,^ or foeoal opium, which is made into pills, an<i 
swallowed by those whose poverty prev^ents them firom 
smoking the chandoO itself. 

'* In Penang, the opium-smokers are the Chinese, the' 
Malays, and a very few of other nations, chiefly the natrve^ 
Portuguese. It is calculated that 10 per cent, of the CIh^ 
nese, 2i of the Malays, and about 1 per cent, of other na- 
tives, are addicted to the vice of opium-snaoking. The 
pQorer classes smoke in the shops erected for that purpose, 
but the wealthier orders smoke privately in their owa 
houses. The practice is almost entirely confined to the: 
n^e sex, a few abandoned prostitutes of the other sex par*" 
taking of the vice. A young beginner will not be ab}e to 
smoke mOre than five or six grains of chandoo, while the. 
old practitioners will consume two hundred grains daily ! ! 
. "The causes which lead, to this dreadful habit among* 
the Chinese are — Firsts their remarkably social and lttxtt*>' 
rioiis dispoaitioo. In China, every person in easy.eircum-- 
8$ii0«ee has a. saloesn in his Iioum, ekganti^ fitted: nf, u^ 
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receive his fnends, with pipes, chandoo, ^c. All are In- 
Tited to smoke, and many are thus induced to commence 
the practice Irom curiosity or politeness, though few of them 
are ever able to discontinue the vice afterwards. 

^' Parents are in the habit of granting this indulgence to 
their children, apparently to prevent them from running 
into other vices still more detestable, and to which the Chi- 
nese are more prone, perhaps, than any people on earth. 
There is another cause which leads great numben of young 
men into the practice of opium-smoking — a belief, founded, 
it is said, On experience, ^at the said practice heightens 
and prolongs. carnal pleasures. It is, however, admitted 
by all, that opium-smokers become impotent at a much 
earlier period of life than others. In painful or incuraUe 
diseases, in all kinds of mental or corporeal sufferings, in 
mercantile misfortunes, and in other reverses of fortune, the 
opium-shop is resorted to as an asylum, where, for a time 
at least, the unfortunate may drown the recollection of his 
cares and troubles in an indescribably pleasurable feeling 
of indifference to all around. The Malays are confident 
that opium-smoking inspires them with preternatural cour-^ 
age and bodily strength ; it is therefinre resorted to when- 
ever any desperate act is in contemplation. , 

** The smoking-shops are the most miserable and wretch- 
ed places imaginable : they are kept open from six in the 
mcnming till ten o'clock at night, each being furnished with 
firom four to eight bedsteads, constructed of bamboo-spars, 
and covered with dirty mats and rattans. At the head of 
each there ia placed a narrow wooden stool, which serves 
as a pillow or bolster ; and in the centre of each shop there 
IB a small lamp, which, while serving to light the pipes, 
diffuses a cheerless light through the gloomy abode of vico 
and misery. On an old table are placed a few cups and a 
tea-kettle, together with a jug of water, for the use of the 
smokers. At one side of the door the aub-farmet, or caba* 
let-keeper, sits, with chandoo, pipety ^o., for the acoom* 
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modatioii of his customers. The place is filled with the 
C^jnoke of the chaadoo, and with a variety of other vapors, 
most intolerable to the olfactories of a European. The 
pipe, AS may be seen, is composed of a shank and a head** 
piece, the former made of hard and heavy 4¥ood, fourteea 
inches long by three inches and a half in circumference. 
It is bored through the centre,, from the mouth-piece to the 
head, where there is a kind of cup to collect the 'tye« 
chandoo.' 

" The smokers generally go in pairs, and recline on the 
bedstead, with head resting on the wooden stool. The 
mode of proceeding is as follows : First, one of the pair 
takes up a piece of chandoo oxn the point of a short iroH 
needle, and lighting it at the lamp, applies it to the small 
aperture (resembling the touchhole of a gun), in the head 
of the pipe. After a few whifis, he hands the pipe to his 
friend, who lights another piece of chandoo at the lamp ; 
and thus they go on alternately smoking till they have had 
sufficient, or until they are unable to piurchase any more of 
the intoxicating drug. The fume is always expelled through 
the nose, and old stagers even draw it into their lungs befon? 
it is expired. 

" During this time, they are at first loquacious, and the 
conversation is highly animated ; but, as the opium takes 
effect, the conversaticm droope, and they frequently burst 
out into loud laughter from the most trifling causes, or with* 
out any apparent cause at all, unless it be from the train of 
thoughts passing thjpough their excited imaginations. The 
next phase presents a vacancy of countenance, with pallor, 
and shrinking of the features, so that they resemble peo{de 
convalescing from a fever. A dead silence precedes a deep 
sleep, which oontinoes from half an hour to three or four 
hours. In this state the pulse beeomes much slower, softer» 
and smaller than before the debauch. Such is the general 
fwooess almost invariably observed among the Chinese ; but 
with the Mslnys it i* often very diffeient Instead of th^ 
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plaoidhy that iishers in the profound sleep, ^e Malays fre« 
jquently become outrageously violent and quarrelsome, and 
lives are oi^casionally lost in these frightful orgies ! 
' '* The cliandoo is sometimes employed for the purpose 
of self-destruction ; but, from its strong smell and taste, it is 
never used as poison for others. It does not appear that 
sudden death is ever produced by an overdose of chandoo 
when used in smoking. When an inordinate quantity haa 
been expended in this way, headache, vertigo, and nausea 
are the effects, and are only relieved by vomiting. 

** When a person has once contracted die habit of opium^ 
smoking, he finds it extremely difficult to discontinue the 
vice ; yet there are many instances of its being conquered 
by resolution of mind. In'such attempts it is most danger- 
ous to approach the opium-shops, as the smell of the chan* 
doo produces an irresistible desire to indulge once more in 
the- pernicious habit : neither can opium-smoking be sud- 
denly abandoned without some substitute, as the most seri- 
ous or even fatal consequences would ensue.' The best 
substitute is tincture of the tye-chandoo (which is* about 
One fourth of the strength of the chandoo itself), made with 
' lamsoo,' a spirit made from rice, and taken in gradually- 
diminished doses, till the habit is broken. 

" By a continuance in this destructive practice, the physi- 
cal constitution and the moral character .of the individual 
are deteriorated or destroyed, especially among the lower 
dasses, who are impelled to the commission of crimes, in 
order to obtain the means of indulging in their dominant 
vice. 

' '* The hospitals and poor-houses -are chiefly filled with 
opium-smokers. In one that I had charge of, the inmates 
averaged sixty daily, five sixths of whom vrere smokers of 
chandoo. The baneful efiTects of this habit on the huraaii 
constitution are conspieuously displayed by stupor, forged 
lUhess, general deterioration of all the mental ikcuities, ema^ 
iiiatidn, debility, salkrvir complexion, lividit^rof lips md 4y* 
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lidsy languor and lacl^ustre of eye, appetite either diestrojed 
or depraved, sweetmeata or sug^-cane being the articles 
that are most relished. In the morning these creatures 
hare a most wretched appearance, evincing no symptoms 
of being refreshed or invigwated by sleep, however pro- 
found. There is a remarkable dryness or burning in the 
throat, which urges them to repeat the opiam^smoking. If 
the dose be not taken at the usual time, there is great pros- 
tration, vertigo, and torpor, discharge of water from the 
eyes, and in some an involuntary discharge of semen, even 
when wide awa)ie. If the privation be complete, a stiU 
more formidable train of phenomena takes place. Coldness 
is felt over the whole body, with aching pains in all parts. 
Diarrhcea occurs ; the most horrid feeliogs of wretchedness 
come on ; and if the poison be withheld, death terminates 
the victim*& existence. 

'' It is generally remarked^ as might, d priori^ be expect- 
ed, that the offspring of opium-smokers are weak, stunted, 
and decrepit." 

Another powerful authority on this subject wiU prove 
what we have advanced. Some years since, a Chinese 
artist painted a series of pictures, representing the phases 
in the life of an opium-smoker. The following is « de* 
scription of these piQtures, taken from the Chinese Reposi« 
tory for 1837, a journal published at Canton : — 

" In the first picture, we see a younig man, who, from 
bis dress, appears to be rich, and whose countenance indi- 
cates that he is in gpod health* Near him is a co&r filled 
with gold and silver. A domestic in one comer of the 
apartment is preparing the opium for the pipe of this youi^ 
voluptuary. 

^* Number two shows our future hero smoking on a rich 
divan, surrounded by courtesans and musiciams, to whoan 
he distributes pieces of gold. 

. *' In number three, this imprudent young man is com- 
pldtely a slave to this fa^al habit j his eves are sunken and 
19* 



Digitized 



by Google 



938 ThU CHINESiE WAS. 

haggard, his skia is pal«, his features wasted ; while his de- 
cayed teeth and crooked back indicate already the rayages 
produced in his system by opium. He is seated upon a 
meaner sofa ; his coffer is empty. He is still preparing to 
tmoke, and hia wife and slave seem terrified by their pro* 
spective ruin. 

. ** In the fourth picture, he appeals to be entirely destitute. 
Everything around him indicates the extreme of misery. 
He lies upon a few planks ; he is bent up like an old man ' 
of eighty ; the muscles of Ms face and hands are contract- 
ed I he seems to breathe from the very bottom of his chest. 
His wife appears insensible to their despair. 

** In the fifth picture, the young old man, still fond of that 
poison so pernicious to him, is reduced to the- most deploy 
fable situation. Perhaps he finds a few pieces of copper, 
which he has possibly stolen from a neighbor, and he drags 
himself along, like a dying man, towards an opium-shop, 
where a few cinders, fallen from the pipe of another smoker, 
kindle up the dying spark of existence. 

* " Finally, the last picture represents him in the lowest 
de^ee of idiocy. He is sitting on a miserable bamboo- 
chair, and is eating the residnum of opium, so thick that he 
cannot swallow it except by drinking with it a little tea. 
His wife and son are taking care of silk-worms, to obtain 
the means ef procuring a painful exifitence. One would 
think his last hour had come/' 

This is the fate of the unhappy man who is addicted to 
this terrible propensity ; and Unfortunately *the attraction of 
^s poison is irresistible. The prostration which follows 
intoxication does, not terrify the smoker. Before feeling 
wretched, he tastes in imagination all the pleasures of the 
oriental paradise ; he prefers death rather than renounce 
that intellectual mirror which presents to all the senses the 
most delicate enjoyments. 

And farther, this viee exercises its despotic influence 
over Ihe physical man as well as upon the will ; if they ttl<* 
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tempt to renounce it, the want of nervous excitement de- 
ranges the vital forces to an intolerable extent, which may 
even become fatal. 

•* I have learned," says an Imperial <;ensor in the memo- 
rial to the Chinese government, ** that the opium smokers 
have a periodical desire for the drug, and this desire can- 
not be appeased except by a new dose taken* at regular in- 
tervals. If they cannot smOke when the necessity of the 
moment comes, their limbs tremble, there is a free discharge 
from their noses- and eyes, and they become unable to do 
any work. A few whiffs, however, are sufficient to revive 
their spirits and strength." Thus the smokers can only 
live by the aid of opium, and when they are arrested and 
brought before the magistrates, they prefer to undergo se. 
vere chastisement rather than to inform against those who 
had sold them the poison. 

The Chinese government only stated a deplorable fact 
when it declared that opium was a deadly drug, and gave 
proof of foresight in prohibiting its sale. 

The Bnglish paid no attention to this prohibition. The 
open traffic was suspended, but it was still carried on se* 
cretly, with results tliat equalled and even surpassed their 
expectations. The East India Coihpany, seeing that this 
source of revenue would become more and more profitable, 
undertook to monopolize for their possessions the culture 
of the poppy.* It did more ; it protected itself against 

* On the subject of this monopoly, we read the followmg eorions details 
1(^ the NaUooal of June 1^3, 1841. 

" The culture of the poppy, although general in all the English East In^ 
dlan possessions, yet occupies principally the territory of Benares and 
Patftah. Half of it, however, is raised in Malwa alone. Although this 
Iftst province does not belong to the comply, it was formerly subject to 
the opium monopoly. The princes of the province were obliged to tett 
hovr much was raised, and to sell the whole of it to the English alone. 
•Rie price aMbwed by the British agents was about half that which could 
be obtained elsewhere. This odious monopoly having impoverished the 
inhabitants of Malwa, the people virere much exasperated. Ia 1829, how- 
ever, the company determined to throw open the culture of the peppy in 
that province ; bqt «• thftM was no market for the drug except in Bombay* 
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Freneh commerce^ by paying an annual indemnity of a 
million pounds, on condition that the French should formally 
renounce the cultivation of the poppy in that s^ip of land 
which remained to them of their former Asiatic kingdom. 

While the company regulated by these means this fraa*- 
dulent commerce, it attempted to extend the desire for opi- 
um into the most remote provinces of the Chinese empire. 
Its agents formed connexions with the highest functionaries 
of the empire, caused them to contract this fatal habit, and 
^us rendered them their accomplices. At the same timOi 
^^y organized a system of smuggling with the population 
of the seacoast. They established a depot of opium in the 
Isle of Lintin, at 'the mouth of the river of Canton ; here 
the buyers were supplied by numerous stationary vessels 
called receiving vessels. In a short time they braved the 
wrath of the emperor openly ; the vessels destined to carry 
this fraudulent merchandise were armed with guns, and 
when the smugglers met a war junk, designed to prevent 
the opium trade, they fired upon it, and saved themselves 
by rapid flight. The East India Company had now suc- 
ceeded to the utmost of its wishes.. From this time the 
Chinese could not dispense with opium. They were the 
tributwries and victims of the English. They had becomet 
in the hands of the government at Calcutu^ a worthy rival 
oi that of London, a material essentially saleable. 

It is difficult to understand why a nation should poison 
itself voluntarily. The article from the National which we 
have already cited, gives a very plausible explanaticm of 
this fact. 

and as the inhabitants of this province were ohliged to pass through the 
British possessions to get to the capital, it cannot be shipped to China ua- 
til it has pud enormous duties. In all the districts belonging to the Eng- 
lish, there is an exorbitant monopoly of it. 

Wherever the soil has been found to be proper fiw the cultivatian of the 
poppy, this culture is obligatory. The government makes advanceii to 
the ryott or peasant, and if these advances are refused, the money is 
•thrown into his cabin, and then he is obliged to sow poppiet ; and wo be 
to hum it he attem]^ to deceive in regard to this point* 
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" The Ghinese," says this jotirtial, " are the most vohiptu- 
o'us people in the world j they have always been extremelj^ 
^nd of stimulants of all kinds ; they constantly use birds- 
nests, sharks' fins/ and biche de mer, of which eeren 
thousand piculs are annually imported, together with other 
stimulating drugs. It is not surprising, then, that the Chi- 
nese should become extremely addicted to the use of opium, 
inasmuch as, when taken in moderate doses, it causes a 
transient feeling of happiness and delightful visions, which 
only renew the desire of using it again. As we have al- 
ready said, the desire of taking increases with the quanti^ 
taken ; the smoker cannot resist this strong propensity, al- 
though knowing very well that he is committing suicide by 
inches. It is the eame thing with those who become ad- 
dicted to the use of ardent spirits, although they are per^ 
fectly satisfied that the indulgence of tMs habit leads to the 
tomb. 

** In Syria, Persia, and Turkey, opium does not generally 
produce such disastrous effects, because the inhahitants of 
these countries are not so passionate as the Chinese^ and 
nse the poisonous drug with some degree of moderation. 
But in China this cannot be, on account of the propensities 
of this sensual people. The English are fillly aware of this 
laot, and do not carry the opium elsewhere. 

" It is in this manner that a people poisons itself volun- 
tarily." 

In all this the wishes of England are easily seen ; f^ 
say nothing of the political influence which it acquires in 
the empire by weakening its power. 

In a financial point of view it has been of immense ad- 
vantage. In fact, as opium is paid for on the spot^ on ac- 
count of the prohibition, it follows that twenty millions of 
dollars are drawn from the kingdom annually without any 
equivalent. " ^Formerly,'* said Heu-Naetze, vice-president 
ftf the cQvai of Pekin» in a very i^emarkahle memoir on thif 
subject, " formerly, the ^mmi&tce of thskbarbariant bnmgkt 
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money t& China, and thi9 money, given in, exchange for 
merchandise, was a Bource of benefit to the maritime pqpop 
lation. But since the barbarians only sell opium clandoik 
tinely and for cash, the specie leares the empire, and does 
not return to it in any manner,'* China then loses an im* 
mense quantity of specie from which the East India Com- 
pany profits exclusively.*- This state of things will inevita- 
bly ruin the population and government of the celestial emr 
pire. 

In a political point of view, the calculations of £ng^ 
land were well founded ; in fact, it was evident that the use 
of opuuU) extending farther and farther, would demwalize 
the whole empire, and would finally enervate the population 
to such a degree that they could not resist a powerful ene- 
my. It is remarkable that the greatest number of opium- 
smokers are found in the higher classes.* The troops also 
are infected with this vice, so that the Chinese empire is 
affected in its real strength, viz., in its rich population and 
in its army. 

But demoralization is not the only auxiliary on which 
English policy counts. It was easy to foresee a still more 
positive result which had been anticipated by the govern- 
ments of London and Calcutta. The mean existence of the 
* opium-smokers scarcely exceeds four years, and hence the 
general mortali^ must increase sensibly in consequence 
of the use of this poisonous drug. Now it has been calcu- 
lated that thirty-four thousand chests of opium, the amount 
imported in 1837,t is sufficient for the consumption of a 
million of individuals. Hence, after the year 1837, China 

* We read in a memoir of the Mandarin, Choo Hum : << Most of the 
apiimi-«mokers are parents, or mider the authority of those employed by 
the goTeminent: by them, this ftttal custom has extended to the oommer<> 
dal classes, and even among the soldiers, the students, and laborers. Those 
who do not smoke, are the lower people of the villages and hamlets. 

t '^^ importation of opium into China has progressed astonishingly, 
la l81S,itwas3810chest6; 1886,9621$ 1838,S8^jl887,84/)00. Thyt 
ia twenty jMia the suKHmt has been decqiled. 
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wlB lo89 a mifiiqm of iohabitaatB anaualljr, in ftdditioa to its 
eomiiioii mortality, and we hare every reason to think that 
thetme oi oigixan will be stiU more extensive in subsequent 
years. Hence the double motive whioh England has pnr* 
sued, since the time when the prohibition of opium has 
given a new impulse to this odious traffic, has been the 
rmn of private individuals and of the state for the advantage 
of the East India Company, and demoralization and assas* 
sination of Ae Chinese population as a new means of con- 
quest.* 

n.— PS^pHIBITION OF THE OPIUM TRADE — ^BEAL MOTIVE OF 
THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT, 

The government of Pekin opened its ejres to the dangers 
of the increased trade in opinm. It passed new laws, more 
explicit and severe than the first, and ordered the mandarins 
to be still more vigilant in regard to smuggling. 

The English, and some French writers who were inter- 
ested in this subject, have pretended that the financial 
question was the motive of the emperor, and that &e object 
of the laws agkinst the merchants and smokers of opium 

• The English appear to have practised a similar system of extermina- 
tion in New Holland, except that a degree of refinement is added, which 
maiics their progress in 6ivilizatioii* A writer in tlie Westminster Retiew 
for January, 1841, remarks ; " Very recently in Van Diemen's Land, a 
smaU body of aborigines were hemmed in and shot down in cold blood by 
a few Europeans, and when the goyerament took some stepjs to hrin^ the 
moostem who perpetrated it to jnstice, the press raised an ontory against 
pimtshing men for footing < monkeyt,* and an intimation was held out that 
if this course were persevered in, it would be necessary to find some more 
secure mode of getting rid of the ' vermin.' The mode recommended was 
to dosewheaten bread or calces, of which the natives are very fond, with 
anenic, and we leara firom a letter from a private^Mend, that the method 
in question is actually adopted around Port Philip. He says, < Some of the 
white people here treat them (the natives) most s)iamefiilly j for the slight^ 
est offence they kill them, and drop their bodies into some creek, aad some 
have been known to lotve hhoot dampers, a species of bread baked in the 
bush, in which arsenic has been previously put, for the very purpose of 
destroying the blacks/ Shame on such outrageous conduct from a natloa 
which professes to be the zealoas friend of the colored race !" 
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was only to freveiit:kh« loss of rilaney «ad ike rain of di# 
Chinese empire. 

It is easy to demoiuitrate 1^6 fals^ood of tUs assertion, 
and to prove that the Chinese have mdre legaid to the de« 
moralization of their nation, and the dangers which woidi 
result from it, than to«the loss of money* The mandarin 
Choo Ham, whom we have already mentioned, says, in his 
official report to the emperor : — 

** I have always admired the care tdken hy my sovereign 
in strengthening the military and civil education, to ccaasoli^ 
date the foundations of the empire, and to exclude the bar- 
barians from every point ; but unless the importation of 
opium can be arrested, it is impossible to know certainly 
the extent of the mortality which the use of this drug will 
cause in the army : and if the camp is once infected, the 
fatal influence of opium will extend its ravages. Then 
how can the victims of this scourge^ with tottering legs, trent' 
hling handsy and tearful eyes^ fulfil their military duties ? 
How can such men form strong and formidable legions ? 
Under such influences, the soldiers will become incapable 
of advancing in combat, and, in a retreat, of defending 
their posts." 

Further on, the author of the report remarks : ** At first, 
the opium was cultivated at Kaoutsinne, or Kallapa> (Ba- 
tavia) ; the inhabitants of this country were quick and 
active, good soldiers, and generally victorious in their con- 
tests ; Imt the people called Hung-Maou, or red-haired men, 
came there, and having taught the natives to smoke opium, 
this frightful habit soon extended through the whole nation. 
The men became weak and cowardly ; they submitted to 
the yoke of the foreigner, and were thus completely subju- 
gated after a short time. Now the English belong to the 
same race termed Hung-Maou> Their object in introducing 
opium into this country, is only to weaken and enervate the 
celestial empire. If we are not upon our guard by a feel- 
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ii^ 0{ dmgetf we Bb9ll fiad ourselvea 6a tbe edge of a 
precipice, and on the brink of rain." 

Fiaallj, we find in anotker memorial addressed to ^e 
. eniperDr by tke sub^censor Hen Eeer, the following passage, 
whicb is eqnally explicit : " Fot a long time, the ressele 
of the barbarians have appeared upon our coast ; they pene- 
trate into our inner «eas : have they any evil designs upon 
us 1 Do they wish to ascertain our force or our weakness ? 
If we allow them to advance step by step, if no restric- 
tions are placed upon them, the force of the country will be 
daily undermined and weakened. When our population 
shall be^ weakened, even if any trivial difficulty should 
arise, would it be possible to suppress it ?" 

Hence the- war was not produced by a question of money. 
This question was only secondary in the view of the Chi- 
nese ; but they regarded it in a moral and political point of 
view, for they very well und^stood the infamous object of 
the cabinets of London and Calcutta. 

III. HISTORY OF THE RUPTURE — THE ENGLISH GOVERN- 
MENT DECLARES WAR AGAINST CHINA ITS BAD FAITH. 

The English took no notice of the laws and threats of 
the Chinese government. They continued their horrid 
commerce. Although warned and requested to obey the 
prohibitory edicts of government, they condnued to sell 
their poison under the eyes of the authorities. 

Nevertheless, the government was still indulgent, and 
addressed new remonstrances to the English resident^ 
Captain Elliott. He was constantly making hypocritical 
protestations of obedience to the nEiandarins. He admitted 
that the Chinese government had the right to make what- 
ew laws they thought proper, and said that he would not 
oppose the punishment of the offenders ; but while he thus 
pretended to submit to the wishes of the emperor, he took 
no steps, to remove fiom the Canton river vessels loaded 

20 
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with opium : and while he admitted, in his official despite^ 
to Lord Palmerston, that the 0{ifiam trade was infamous and 
criminal, he adopted no measures to check the smuggling. 
Still l^ss did he attempt to abolish from Bengal the mo- 
nopoly of the cultivation of the poppy, which monopoly is 
the only source of this odious traffic. 

This double game provoked the indignation of the Chi- 
nese authorities. They adopted means to interrupt the 
commerce of the Snglish. As a preliminary measure, 
Commissioner Lin, the delegate of the emperor, ordered, 
on the 18th of March, 1839, that all of the opium tjontained 
in the receiving vessels should be delivered up to him. The 
British minister continued secretly to protect the smugglers. 
The commissioner, to compel him to sign the order for the 
delivery of the opium, was obliged to impriscm Captain 
Elliott, and empl(^ other extreme modes to intimidate him. 
Captain Elliott was forced to obey, and decided to surren- 
der to the imperial commissioner, not the entire quantity 
of opium, but only twenty thousand two hundred and ninety- 
one chests. 

The English complained bitterly that the Chinese gov- 
ernment had no right to confiscate contraband goods ; their 
attitude became more insolent and more provoking than 
ever. July 7th, 1839, some sailors went to Hong Kong, 
committed gross outrages there, and assassinated an inof^* 
fensive inhabitant. Commissioner Lin demanded the mur- 
derer. Captain Elliott replied that he could not discover 
the offender ; he even insinuated that the crime might have 
been committed by some American sailors. A correspond- 
ence occurred in regard to this matter, which shows the 
perfidy of the English in every line. 

On the 4th of September, the British superintendenty 
without any previous declaration of war, blockaded the en- 
trance of the river, and attacked three Chinese junks. On 
the 3d of November, Captain Smith and the superinteadent 
gave battle to a Chinese flotilla. Sevexal Teasels were nmk, 
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und tbe Engliflh, ovaijojred at the success of this efforti 
prepared for iievr hoatilities. 

The British goveroaieDt then decided to declare war 
against China. In the order of council of April, 1840, are 
found several passagies too singular and significant to he 
passed oyer in silence. 

" Her Majesty, considering the recent offences of several 
Chinese authcnities against her functionaries, has ordered 
that satisfaction and reparation^should be demanded. To 
obtain this satisfaction and reparation, the vessels and car* 
goes belonging to the Emperor of China or his subjects 
shall be kept and guarded, in order that if this satisfaction 
is refused, the vessels and cargoes thus retained, and others 
which may afterwards be captured, may be confiscated and 
sold ; the proceeds of this sale shall be applied as her Ma« 
jesty shall think proper ; by and with the advice of the 
privy council, therefore, these presents do ordain, that the 
oommanders of her Royal Majesty's vesseb shall detain 
and caniy into p(Mrt all vessels and merchandise belonging 
to the Emperor of China or to his subjects, or to any other 
inhfibitants of the country, territory, or dominions of China, 
Ac." 

Thus it was the Chinese government which was the ag« 
gressor ; — she whose laws have been scandalously violated 
by the subjects of her Britannic Majesty ; — she who is 
obliged to caution her people against thepdbon brought by 
the English. The English cabinet declares itself offended, ^ 
and seeks a pretext to make war upon China. First, she 
seizes a^d confiscates the cargoes of Chinese vessels. 
Then she must have reparation, consisting of a sum of mo* 
ney ; an indemnity for the seiaing of contraband goods. 

The British govcpmment knew that the Chinese nation 
could not resist a European army, fortified by all the means 
of destructkm invented by modem science ; it was aware, 
too, that most of the rich population, and of the Imperial 
nxmj^ were already snfiElciently demoralixed by the use of 
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opittiii^ to bemcMre maburtisaing thaii i»eM to the ffivemr 

meat of Fekin in a serious contest. It knew that all the 
opium-smokers were fayon^}le.to England^ and also the 
population of the seashore, which lived in a great degree o& 
the contraband trade of opium. After attempting, by eveiy 
means, to bring on this odious war, it took up arms with the 
certainty of crushing an almost defenceless enemy. 

The* indemnity claimed by Great Britain for the con&« 
cated opium was five million pounds sterling.. For this 
indemnity the East India Company was alone responsible^ 
and,, on the failure of the company, the government. The 
merchants who had suffered by the confiscation had pur- 
chased the twenty thousand chests of the company ^ hencMO 
(hey ought, in good faith, to indemnify them for the loss sus* 
tained. In fact, the merchants claimed it, 8a3ring that die 
company could not expect to profit from the bargain from 
which the merchant received nothing, since the merchant 
dise which was purchased by them at Calcutta, had been 
confiscated at Canton. The answer of the governor of the 
East India Company, and of the home government, was 
worthy of both ; they both said that they did not encourage 
the opium trade, that they were even ignorant of it, and 
consequently could not be held responsible for the damage 
sustained hy the smugglers^ This excuse was very singa- 
lar, considering the care devoted by the company to the 
cultivation of the poppy, and the sale of its opium in the 
market of India, and still more so, considering the declara- 
tions of several members of parliament, and particularly by 
one of the former ministers. In fact, the Duke of Welling- 
ton remarked, in the session of the 12th of May, 1840 : ** I 
was ^ne «f a committee to make an inquiry in regard to the 
dififerent branches of English commerce, and particularly that 
of opium j onb of the prine^l objects considered by the 
government was ike oontinnation of this trade. Witnesses 
were asked if it were not possible ta extend, commerce 
geoMfally, aad'pariionlufy that of opioiii. In the rifort 
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made by the committee to the House of Commons, it was 
expressly stated that it was desirable to continue the opium 
trade. The bad faith of the two governments was then ap- 
parent. It was easy for the merchants to prove this. 
Hence the company and home goremment decided to oblige 
the Chinese goremment to pay the indemnity*** 

And now what should be said of the British merchants, 
the East India Company, and the government, if the de- 
mand for indemnity was entirely unfounded, if the seizure 
^ of the opium had occasioned no loss to the smugglers ? 
We shall now proceed to prove this in such a manner as 
to remove every doubt and every objection. The following 
is an extract from a despatch from Captain Elliott to Lord 
Palmerston, dated at Tongkou, and published among the 
official documents to which we have already alluded. 
t '' The commissioner Lin found the opium trade in a 
state of extreme stagnation. For four mOntha before his 
arrival, there had been but few sales ; the stock of the last 
year had accumulated, and the harvest of the current year 
had begun to arrive. In China the price had fallen two or 
three per cent, below the cost of its production and duties ; 
when the opium was sent to Canton, the sales of the drug 
mt Calcutta and Bombay were ruinous. 

<* But, my Lord, when the high commissioner had aban- 
doned reasonable measures to solve the problem confided 
to him, when he had . obliged me to take from my fellow- 
coutttiymen the opium which was theirs, I foresaw for him 
only difficulties and disappointment. 

" To seize twenty diousand chests of opium, which were 
almost without value on account of the large stock on hand^ 
was not the mode to extinguish this trade, and, on the con- 
trary, we must regard this measure as having saved the opi- 
mn trade. In fact, the price had fallen so much, that if Uie 
commissioner Lin had restored the chests the day after 
seizing them, it is difficult to say whether the proprietors 
would have been the gaioere. We may say that the market 
20* 
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required to be <piick6ned> by the persdctttkms of the cma^ 
ffussioner, ia order that the price of opiam should be eqaal 
to the price of its production^ consideriag that the trade has 
been very active and very profitable since the 24^ of 
March, we must admit that those persons who gave up the 
opium ought to be extremely grateful to his excelkmcy the 
eommissioner, and perfectly willing to sacrifice the price 
of the confiscated opium for the profits of the opium which 
could not have been sold under other circumstances, except 
lit a ruinous sacrifice ; I estimate that this would be a mod- 
erate tax on the actual future sales. The commissioner 
has taken the only course to* encouriage the sales of the 
next year. If he had left the twenty thousand chests m 
the hands of their owners, tbe company would have been 
obliged to sacrifice the crop of the next year. Under these 
circumstances, I think that this trade will be extremely pro- 
fitable. In conclusion, I would state to your excellency that 
my resolutions havie not caused the merchants any loss, but 
the contrary." 

Here the English superintendent at Canton declares offi- 
cially, that the merchants lost nothing by the confiscation 
of the opium, but, on the contrary, that it was a source of 
profit. And yet the merchants claim damages, and the 
English government supports their pretensions by an army. 
Any remarks would weaken the impression which this 
statement ought to make on every impartial mind. We 
shall say no more on the subject, but shall leave our read- 
ers to draw their own conclusions. 

IV. COMMENCEMENT OF THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST CHINA- 
CAPTURE OF CHUSAN — BARBARITY OF THE ENGLISH BOM- 
BARDMENT OF AMOR. 

An English fleet of more than thirty sail, of all sizes, 
were moored in the roads of Macao, June 20th, 1840. It 
came to oblige the Emperor of China to permit the poison- 
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ing of his iubjects, to pay ta the English a iarge indenittky 
for imaginary losses, and to make to the British government 
' 8iieh concesftions as the latter should judge favorable to its 
inews and its passion for conquest. On the 2d of July, their 
naval forces appeared before the Island of Chusan, situated 
ar the entrance of the Yellow Sea. On the 5th, a general 
attack was made on the capital of the island. The unhappy 
Chinese fired a few balls against the vessels of the enemy, 
which passed between the masts of the Vessels ; in their 
simplicity, they imagined that the English sailcnrs would be 
terrified at t\^e sight of some hideous monsters, whose ima- 
ges they had placed on the banks of the river. The lead- 
ers of the expedition Were not deceived ; they made war up- 
on a defenceless people. 

' After a murderous fire of nine minutes only, against an 
inofiTensive city, the red-coats entered Ting-hae, and the in- 
habitants fled in disorder. A scene of pillage then occur- 
red, which continued until the cupidity of the English sol- 
diers was entirely satisfied. The English generals attempt'^ 
ed to produce the impression that the Chinese pillaged their 
own city before leaving it ; but the truth is contained in a 
letter from an ofiicer in the army, from which we shall 
make an extract; it is dated the 18th of July, at Chusan. * 
"The troops were disembarked, the English flag was 
hoisted, Tind then connnenced the most thorough pillage im- 
aginable ; every house was broken open indiscriminately ; 
every box and chest was emptied. The streets were filled 
with fragments of furniture, tables and chairs, and the whde 
was finally collected together, except the dead or living 
bodies of the inhabitants, who could not quit the city on ac^ 
count of the wounds received from our merciless guns. 
Some had lost a leg, others both legs, and there* were a 
great number with horrid wounds, made by thirty-two pound 
shot, which had passed through their bodies. For two 
days the bodies were left where they luid fallen. At the 
end of that time^ they were buried in consequence of the 
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smell, and the number of iliee apon them. During this 
time, the pillage was carried to the utmost extreme, and 
ceased only when there was nothing more to take. The 
plunderers, on their return to Calcutta, made presents to 
their friends, and ornamented their houses with trophies 
taken, not from the soldiers, not from the field of battle, but 
from the peaceful and inoffensive inhabitants. The inhabi* . 
tants of the city were devoted to destruction by our vesiels of 
war, which a fei^ days previous had given positive orders 
to all our transports to use indulgence towards the inhabi- 
tants, because we did not make war upon the people, but 
only demanded reparation of the Chinese government. 

" The day after the capture of Chusan, the soldiers, either 
from intoxication, or infiuenced by the demon of destruction, 
set fire to a part of the city. The conflagration was ex- 
tended by the spirits contained in the warehouses at Ting- 
hfle, and spread with frightful rapidity, and would have 
swept 6tt the whole city, had it not been extinguished by 
the unparalleled efforts of the seamen." 

For the edification of our readers, we would state, that 

according to the officer who wrote the above letter, vessels 

loaded with opium followed the squadron, doubtless to poi- 

' son those unfortunate natives who had escaped the balls of 

the English. 

While Ting-hs was captured and sacked by the English, 
a small part of the squadron was sent to destroy the city of 
Amor. The frigate Blonde conducted this savage expedi- 
tion with a zeal worthy of a better purpose, and the com- 
mander pointed out the ruins of the city to his cannoniers 
as the glorious certificate by which the commander of the 
vessel claimed the favor of his chief. 

In this affair there was nothing wanting, and English 
policy, in ito struggles with the Chinese, appeared in its 
most hideous forms. It has shrunk from nothing either 
baiefU or barbarous ; it has shown itself in all iu naked- 
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IMMM ; it called io its aid ^ perfidy, deception, theft, poison, 
and the. sword. 



v.— StJS^ENSrON OP HOSTILITIES — ENQLAND AGAIN BREAKS 
THE PEACE. 

Ho^ities were suspended temporarily by an arrange- 
ment made between the government of Pekin and the rep* 
resentative of the English cabinet. One would think that 
the concessions made by the .Emperor ought to satisfy his 
enemies. He granted to the English six millions of dollars 
as an indemnity, and yet, as we have already stated, this in- 
demnity was not legitimately due. In the second place, he 
granted them the island of Hong Kong, situated at the en- 
trance of the river of Canton, and this stipulation, which 
gave them a foothold in the Chinese empire, might at a 
later period serve as a starting point for their projects of 
conquest. Finally, one clause of the convention permitted 
the English in future to treat directly with the court of 
Pekin. This privilege has long been desired by the British 
ministers. They had always thought, that when they could 
have a minister at the court of the Emperor, intrigue and 
corruption would do more for the success of their desigm, 
than threats and violence. 

The wishes of England seemed then fulfilled by this 
treaty. But British cupidity cherished hopes much more 
brilliant) particularly since they had ascertained the fight- 
ing qualities of the Chinese. The cabinet of St. James and 
the East India Company therefore found that the arrange- 
ment signed by Captain Elliott was not sufficiently favor- 
able to the interests of the commerce and policy of Great 
Britain. Some time afterward, news was received in Eu- 
rope that hostilities had re-coramenced, that the Boyne forts 
had been destroyed by the British artillery, and that the 
fleet had anchored before Canton, intending to bura the 
oiqr if lbs Empeior was not incNre genuous. 
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The BBgtish papers aiBrm thai the armistice was brdcea 
by the Chinese ; but the remarks of these joamals prove 
that the English were interested in re-pommencing this 
war to obtain the object pf their demands, and bo one 
would believe that the Chinese would renew a contest 
which would be fatal to them. And farther^ private de- 
spatches received in Europe state that the English were 
the aggressors. 

As yet, the war is not terminated ; a new squadron has 
sailed from the ports at Bengal, for the capital of the Chi- 
nese Empire. The English will now make a demonstratioii 
against Pekin, and it will probably be successful. 

Until this power decides to throw off the mask, -and to 
undertake seriously the conquest of China, she will contimie, 
probably, to demoralize the people by opium. This is con- 
firmed by the solemn declaration of Uie ministers of Queen 
Victoria, and that of several influential members of parlia- 
ment. 

The statesmen of Great Britain have said, that the opi- 
um trade must be maintained ; that is, until the crime shall 
be thoroughly accomplished, in spite of those hypocrites 
who, in England and India, lament the fate of the unfortu- 
nate Chinese. 

All remarks are superfluous, for they occur naturally from 
the simple statement of the facts. 

In conclusion, England has presented to the world the 
imparalleled sight of a government warring upon a defence- 
less people, to compel them to take poison.* 

» Since the abore remarks were written, the Chinese war has been con- 
tinqed with the same degree af savage cruelty and ferocity which ciiarao- 
teiizes the other contests of England, and with a bloody recklessness of 
human life, disreputable and disgraceiul to any nation claiming to be 
dvilized, and worthy only of barbarians and savages. A aarrative of the 
Chinese war has recently been vsned by Captain Bingham, who has senred 
with the expedition throt^hout : we shall make a few ejlracts from it, to 
show the manner in which Eng^d has sallied her national honor. Take, 
fat instance, his accoimt of the slaughter at Ningpoo :— 

About twelve OuNMnd (Chiacve) idfaneed upon the soothero and 
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urestom gates, the goucto ntiring before them. On the Cl&iese penetra- 
ting to the market-place in the centre of the city, they were received by a 
heavy fire fW>m our troops drawn op. This sodden checic so damped their 
aidor, that their only objtet appeared tobe to get out of the cUy aafaetaa they 
taiddf in d<^ which they were crowded in deneeynaseea in the narrow 
streets. The artillery now came vp, unlimbeied tdMtn^otw htmdred yarde 
ttf the crotcdedfitgiHveej and poured in a destructive fire of grape and can- 
ister. So awM was the destraction of hnman life, that the hodiee toere 
obliged to be removed to ^ eidee <tf the ttretto to aUow the gune to admtnee^ 
and were pursued by them (the artillery) and the 49th regiment for seven! 
miles." 

Captain Bingham thus describes the scene at Amoy :— " The general 
had this day a good opportunity of disidaying his skill in military tactics. 
Perceiving that the enemy had five thousand men m an extensive encamp* 
ment on the southern bank of the river, while the city was on the northern, 
he determined to attack the former first (the troops had been landed under 
cover of the fire of the Cruiser, the Ccdombine, and the Bentinck). Having 
divided his small army into three columns, the riglit and left were de- 
spatched towards the flanks of the enemy, which movement they were 
enabled to execute without being perceived by their opponents, under 
cover of a rising ground. 'The centre column advancing at the same time, 
the Chinese came boldly out to meet them. The British troops advanced 
steadily until within good range, though the Chinese had for some time 
opened a fire of gingals and matchlocks, directed solely against this col- 
umn. The order was given to fire, when, at the same moment, the fiank 
companies debouched, pouxing hi their volleys on the now bewildered Chi- 
nese. Being utterly confoimded at this (to them) most wonderful increase 
of force, they gazed in stupid and motionless amazement. A few of them 
only returned a feeble fire to the itacessant peals which came fW>m every 
quarter, and then, as it were in a sudden panic, moved, broke up, and fled 
in every direction, leaving the field thickly strewn with their dead and 
dying. Our men foHowed in dose pursuit, and many hand-to-hand encoun- 
ters took place ; but the -long Chinese spear could make but little resist- 
ance against the Biitish bayonet. Many of these men fought with despe- 
ration, apparently resolved to conquer at die. The residue fled by hundreds 
to the water, hoping by that means to hide themselves firom the vengeance 
of the 'red-haired race.' The fire of the rifles was most deadly': the 
stream shortly became tinged with their Mood, when the general, accom- 
panied by Mr. Thom, coming up, the latter bearing a flag, with the follow- 
ing words in the Chinese language upon it~< Yield and be saved, resist 
and perish'— many of them took quarter, and the eamage eeaeed. On tikis 
day, so unhappy for the black-haired race, fifteen hundred of irftom fnusf 
hne periebedf our loss amounted to sixteen kitted and a few wounded. With 
soch a tremendous bombardnient as had been going on for two hours in 
tUs densely-populated ndghboriiood, it must be expected that intiable 
dghts were to be witnessed. At one epot were fimr chUdren etrudt down^ 
while Iheftuitie ftther was occasionally esrivracing their bodies, orxnaking 
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attempts lo drown himself in a neighboring tuilt. Nwnevous simttar soenea 

were witnessed i" 

At Anoinghoy, tl^e bombardment appears to have been of the most ter- 
rific description, aAd soon drove the Chinese from their guns. Gaptjkin 
Bingham thus describes the execution done upon the wretched fiigUlTea in 
ilieir fruitless endeavor to escape : — 

" The run becoming general, many tried to escape ronufl the base of the 
hill, m doing which numbers of them became exposed to the Blenheim's 
broadside, when a great mtfny fell. Finding the ^e too hot to allow them 
to escape along the beach, they took to the water, crawling along on ail 
fours, and bobbing their heads as they saw the flash of the guns ; but 
escaping Scylla, they fell into Charybdis : for they had no sooner got clear 
of the ships, than they became exposed to the rocket-boats. The discharge 
followed the poor vrretches into the village. Truly it was an awful day for 
the black-haired race of Ham !'' 

In anotlier part of the book we have an account of a skilful manffiuvre, 
which placed a large body of the Chinese between two^ fires, by which six 
hundred were slain, with a loss to the British force of only one killed. 
The Chinese (says Captain Bingham) could do nothing against the terrific 
broadsides of the ships, the shells, and the rockets. In numerous in- 
stances, the Chinese, having no notion that quarter would be extended to 
^ them, rushed upon the bayonets of their invaders, and destroyed them- 
selves before their eyes. 

Captain Bingham estimates the losses of the Chinese as very large : — 
<^ Their losses, since the commencement of our hostile operations against 
them, may be estimated in round numbers at from fifteen to twenty thou- 
sand men, and about eighteen hundred pieces of cannon of difierent calibre, 
with an immense quantity of the other materials of war." 

The war is now ended for the present. A treaty has been concluded be- 
tween China and Great Britain, of which the. folio wing are the most im- 
portant provisions : — 

'M. Lasting peace and friendship between the t^o empires. 

<<2. China to pay $21,000,000 in the course of the present and three 
succee'dmg years. 

" 3. The ports of Canton, Amoy, Foo-choo-fk)o,Ningpoo, and Shanghai 
to be thrown open to British merchants ; consular oflicers to be appointed 
to reside at them j and regular and just tariffs of import and export (as 
well as inland transit) duties to be established and published. 

'< 4. The island of Hong-Kong to be ceded in perpetuity to her Britannic 
Majesty, her heirs and successors. 

*^ The Chinese ports thrown open by this treaty, in addition to Canton, 
are— 1. Amoy, about 24 degrees 27 minutes north latitude.; an excellent 
harbor, with a numerous and wealthy trading population. 2. Foo-choo- 
foo, the capital of the province of Foo-kien, is about thirty miles above 
Hoo-kiang, the anchoring place at the mouth of the Min ; theJLord- Am- 
herst sailed' up the river to the city in 1832. The population can scarcely 
be under 400,000. The best tea-pUntations are in the interior of Foo-kieD ; 
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and Foo-choo-foo is the emporium of the black tea trade. The principal 
articles of export are tea, timber for building, tobacco, and cotton. 3. 
Ningpoo, where the British had a factory till 1759. Liadsay assigns to it 
between 300/XX) and 400,000 inhabitants. 4. Shanghai, a place of great 
trade and importance. The climate at Shanghai and Nii^poo, the most 
northerly of these ports, is oppressiyely hot in summer, but the winters 
are rery serere^ and woollen cloths in great demand. The currents m the 
estuary of the Yang-tse^kiaBg, among the small islands of the Chusan 
group, and along the intervening shores, are strong, complicated, and as 
yet but imperfectly known." 

The Chinese were extremely desirous to come to an understanding in 
regard to the opium trade, but this was declined by the British negotiator. 
A writer in the London Times remarks on this point : — 

" It ought to receive the immediate and grave attention of ministers, and 
much of the benefit of our new commercial relations with China may be 
contingent, both as to duration and as to extent, upon the course which 
may be pursued with reference to the opium trade. We think it of the 
highest moment t|uit the government of Great Britain should wash its 
hands, once for all, not only of aU diplomatic, but of all moral and practi- 
cal responsibility for this traffic ; that we should cease to be mixed 
up with it, to foster it, or to make it a source of Indian revenue, as we 
did in the days of Sir John Hobhouse and Lord Auckland ; that we should 
not only disavow, but distinctly discourage and set our faces against it, 'm 
all the ports of China, instead of cotoitenancing and protecting^ it, as in 
the days of Sir G. Robinson and Captain Elliott j in short, that it should 
he^put d$wn, as far as policy on the part of our gorenmient can pat U 
down, without infringement of the principle that We are not to guaranty 
the revenue laws of other nations. 

" In the eyes of aU Europe, British character would stand higher for 
^ - «ch a vindication, which (to speak honestly) is, under the circumstances, 
very much needed : much more in China, where it is inevitable that the 
worst possible impressions should prevail as to our motives for engaging 
fai this war. If we take such measures, we shall be supported by the re- 
spect of the Chinese government and people in. a position which otherwise 
we could maintain only through their fears. -|^or ought it to be forgotten 
that, in this ca^e, religion, justice, and humanity, point in the same direc- 
tion with policy. The responsibility of counteracting just and paternal 
laws, however imperfectly administered, and of pushing, ui the faceof soch 
laws, a traffic in dempralization and vice, is heavy j and we owe some 
moral compensation to China for pillaging her towns and slaughtering her 
citizens in a quarrel which never could have arisen if we had not been 
guilty of this national drime." 

Sir Henry Potlsnger now proposes to proceed to Javar, to claim sat- 
Isfaction for received insults^ and to demand adndstion for BriHsh ahipa to 
ihoH ialanda on terms of mutual mercantUe adoaaUage ! ! 

21 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

ENGLAND. 

» 

4. — ^INTERNAL POLICY OF THE BRITISH aOVERNMENT— OY- 
FRESSION OF THE PEOPLE BY THE ARISTOCRACY PAUPER- 
ISM. 

The misdeeds of the British gOYernmetit are not fortui- 
tous accidents, referable to the extreme pervetsity of some 
minister. Notwithstanding the numerous changes which 
have occurred during the last two centuries ha the adminiBtra* 
tionof the government ; notwithstanding the changes which 
have brought sometimes ^e Whigs, and sometimes the To- 
ries into power, English policy has always remained the 
same ; it has been constantly inspired by the same thought, 
ruled by the same necessities, and served by the same 
means. 

England is that country of all others, where the o|^es- 
sion of the masses for the benefit of a few has been con- 
ducted in the most scientific and thorough manner. The 
crimes of the English s^stocracy against the people over 
whom it tyrannizes, are equally as horrid as those it has 
committed in the name of the nation, in every part of the 
globe. 

The soil of England, as is well known, belongs almost 
entirely to this aristocracy; it composes the House of 
Lords, and rules in the House of Commons. The Reform 
biU, which gave some power to the middling interests, did 
not take away the direction of affairs from the House of 
Xic^ds. The English aristocracy is still mistress <^ the 
Boil» and of the pditical power of Eni^and. 
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Ahhottgli banghty ajld insoIent,'it has never been ezelth 
aire, like the French nobilhy. It receives as recruits afl 
those men ef the middling interests who obtain political 
power, thus taking away from the lower classes their natu* 
ral chiefs, and attaching the middle class to its interests. : 

The power of the English aristocracy is defended by the 
i^nbsidies enjo^fed by the nobler fs»nilies. All the superior 
grades in the army and navy, all the rich endowments of 
tiie church, the wealthiest in the world, are considered as 
the patrimony of these old families. 

By the exercise of these privileges, the nobility absorb 
a great part of the public revenues, and hold in their hands 
the wealth of the state. This would be a great deal in 
other countries, but the advantages of the English aristocra* 
cy do not stop here. 

The raising of taxes brings nearly all the expenses of the 
government upon the poorer classes. The nobility talk 
about the taxes upon dogs, horses, carriages, servants, and 
plate; but these taxes are very light,. and the revemiedO'^ 
rived from them is extremely smalL Most of the revenues 
of the British empire arise from Custom House duties, and 
from taxes on articles of daily and constant consumption^ 
which are paid by the people. The administration of jus* 
tice gives the English aristocracy another instrument of 
power. The people cannot appear in a higher court, where 
the expenses are enormous. We see there only justices 
of the peace, who are extensive landholders, either noblea 
or susceptible of becoming so, or curates, who in all caaea 
are named by the nobility. j 

The powers of a justice of the peace are immense. He 
grants licenses to those who wish to keep a porter-house 
or tavern, and th^e Hcenses, according to Lord Broi^hara, 
represent a value of two millions of pounds sterling. The 
justice of the peace takes cognizance of all civil and 
minor offences^ and at the same time performs the duties 
of an officer of the jndiciary police. He issues wanrants 
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of ftnrest for t&oae tcetned (rf crimes. The com-u o^^>o- 
tfied of sererai justices of the peace, or tke Qaarter Se^sion^ 
jmnioiitice judgment of imprisonment or fitie, and even of 
transportation for from seren to fourteen yews. The jus* 
tice of the peace likewise, assisted by a colleague whom 
heiias invited to dinner, may shut np a road which passes 
over his property, or that of his neighbor and friend^ and 
may thus deprive the people of the use of it. 

What man in the country can resist such a power ? h^ 
who exercises it is absolutely master of ike liberty and for- 
tune of the small proprietor, the poor farmer, and particularly 
of the laborer. 

'' The justice and priest, therefbre, are the most terriUe '^ 
instrumehts of oppressioii possessed by the English ansto^ 
cracy. Their warrants of arrest have beeni traded off in a 
tavern, and multiplied unnecessarily, in order to summon 
their poor dependants or neighbors as witnesses, and extorl 
from them small fees. 

The justice of the peace is particularly severe in reg^ 
to all infractions of the game laws. Not satisfied with pun- 
ishing the poacher with dogs and guns, and assailing him 
with game'-keepers and mantraps, as justices of the peace 
they enforce rigorously those laws, which they passed , 
while in parliament. Offences against the game-laws give 
rise to a large proportion of the convictions which occur in 
England. In the eyes of a justice of the peace, the poaek* 
ti is a wild beast, a wolf, an enemy of mankind. We do 
not exaggerate ; we merely quote the expressions heard by 
lord Brougham, who prefers the jurisdiction of the Turisidi 
eadi to that of an English justice of the peace. 

The severity of the English aristocracy against poachers 
brings to mind the early histories of the conquest, when sa 
enormous extent of country was depopulated to establish 
parks, and procure for the king and Norman lords the pleas*- 
nres of the chase. It is not surprising that the ballads 
wUeh record the adventures of Robb Hood and his muttj 
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men ar^ jtt popular. Poaching and poachers are the ^tib« 
jects of many modem songs, and* the justice of the peace 
is treated in them with no more respect than in the satire 
of Shakspeare, who was himself a poacher. 

The oppression of the country people, and the ascendea- 
ey of the large proprietors, hare neariy driven the small 
former from the soil of England ; and to prevent his re^ 
peaiance, the commons have been divided between the pre^ 
prietors only. The poor man who formerly enjoyed them» 
who danced on them at every holyday, and whose pig and 
cow were permitted to feed upon the public pasture, is now 
deprived of this privilege, without any compensation ; the 
agrarian law had been brought to bear upon him by the ex- 
tensive landholders. This robbery has~ been cloaked by 
remarks upon the interests of agriculture, the increase of 
the nett profit to result from it, and these arguments were 
irresistible. 

The state of the country in England now resembles^ in 
many respects, the state of Italy under the Roman empire. 
There is, however, this difference, that the Roman noble^ 
left his ground uncultivated, because his herds produced 
more profits than the cultivation of the soil, and because he 
had a taste for parks^ while the extensive English proprie* 
tor cultivates the ground and obtains fine farms. This dif* 
ference, however, proves little in favor o( the English aria^ 
tocrats ; it is the result of the progress of agriculture, and 
of the existence of a class of capitalists who invest their 
money in the soil, as they would in any manufacture. 

Farther, what profit does the poor man derive firom the 
perfection of English agriculture ? None at all. The** 
fdary which the farmer pays him, during a few months of 
the year, is not enough for his support, and he has not a 
spot of earth where he can lay his head ; such was the con- 
dition of the agricultural laborer in the Roman empire; 
euch is his condition now in England. Thirty-one heads 
of families in the parish of Bledlow were reduced to most 
21* 
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frightfiil poverty, and wrote to demnad aesistance | *^AU 
diat we ask/* said they, '* is to hire a spot of ground where 
we oan plant some potatoes, but no one will let it to ^ns.** 
These heads of families make from sixty to sevenQr^ve 
shillings per year. 

The English aristocracy are not content with monopdits- 
nng the soil, with having reduced a large portion of the 
populaJtion to a condition worse by several degrees thaa 
slavery, but have found a mode of making cities pay espe- 
cial duties in their favor. We allude here to the corn-laws, 
which now attract so much attention. 

It is known that England, even when the harvest is most 
abundant, does not raise enough of bread'Stuffs for her own 
consumption. In order to enhance the price of her farms, 
the large landboiders, who rule the kingdom, prohibit the 
importation of grain^by means of a high duty, until wheat 
is seventy-five shillings the quarter, and other bread-stuffs 
at a similar price. Thus the aristocracy assumes a kind 
of monopoly of the food of the English ; in the energetio 
language of the Westminster Review, the aristocracy puts 
its hand on the table of every Englishman, and refuses him 
bread untH he pays tribute. The amount of this tribute ia 
estimated at ei^teen millions two hundred thousand pounds 
sterling. This estimate is probably exaggerated, but the 
sisim derived from the monopoly of bread-stuffs is certainly 
very great. 

The corn-laws have also another result more prejudicial 
to the people than (he permanent high price of provisions $ 
they prevent an extensive trade in bread-stuffs, and thereby 
give rise to frequent and great gradations in the price of 
oom, and hence the Whigs have proposed a fixed duty on 
com introduced into England. 

We have mentioned some of the means of oppression of 
the English aristocracy. Let us now glance at the nature 
and results of its government. 

The object of the English policy for the last two cento* 
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rito seems to have l>eeQ to procure, by any and every means, 
consumer45 for the products of her manufactures f to increase 
tl^e legitimate and illegitimate profits of the British mer- 
chants and operatives, by destroying all competition. - The 
English aristocracy understand perfectly that the internal 
policy pursued with the peo|^e would soon exhaust their 
wealth, if it were not incessantly renewed by the continued 
progress of commerce and industry^ 

The external policy of the British government has thea 
for its ostensible object the interest of the merchants, manu- 
facturers, and capitalists. Hence this class, or those who 
rule it, are attached to the cause of aristocracy, which favors 
their business^ forms immense monopolies for their advan- 
tage, and) finally, often admits them among their number. 
« . This middle class of respectable men serves as the me« 
dium between the aristocracy and the lower classes of the 
people, with which it treats directly, and whom it oppresses. 

It is the lower classes of the English people which sup- 
port the weight of civilization, which furnish the wealth 
of the aristocracy, and the riches of the middle class, by 
unparalleled efforts and sufferings.* It is in the history of 

* Tiikfi for instance thecoUieries, and tMiik for a momeat of the cnieUy 
and sufiering imposed oo the girls and boys who work in the coal-mines^ 
" and which/' says the Dublin Freeman's Journal, " slavery in its most 
hideous form never equaUed, while the condition, physical as \rell as moral, 
of the most degraded bondsman, may be esteemed exalted, if compared 
with that of the free collier of England.'' Another journal remarks : << The 
infernal cruelties practised on boys and girls in the coal-mines, have never 
in any age been outdone. Young creatures, both male and female, 6, 7, 8, 
and 9 years old, stark naked in some cases, chained like brutes to coai* 
carriages, and dragging them on all-fours through sludge six or seven inches 
deep, in total darkness, for 10, occasionally 20, in special instances 30 hours 
successively, without any other cessation, even to get their meals, than it 
casuaUy afforded by the miners ; here is a pretty picture of British civilly 
zation. One cannot read through the evidence taken by the conunissioner, 
without being strongly tempted to abjure the name of Englishman.'' 

If we look into the parliamentary reports on this sabject, we find it sta* 
ted by Mr. Fletcher, <' that in the smaUer collieries of (he Oldham district, 
children are employed as early as 6, 5, and even 4 years of ag«. Some 
are so young that they go even in their bed-gowns. One little fellow 
could not even articulate." Mr. Servier says that girls from 5 to 16 peifoim 
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psnperism that we must study English society, to under- 
stand the GulfHibiHty of the system which governs it. 

Until the Reformation, indigence and poverty presented 
the same character in England as in the rest of Europe. 

the work of boys ; a broad belt is buckled round their waist, to the front 
of which a chain is fiutened, whicb, when they go down on aU fours, is 
pQssed between their legs, and attached to the canoe which they drag aft^ 
them, thus harnessed to it lil(e animals. Another commissioner states : 
" Girls perform all the offices of trapping, hurrj^ing, &c., Just as they are 
performed by boys. On descending Messrs. Hopwoods' pit at Bamsly, I 
found assembled round the fire a group of men, .boys, and girls^ the gurisas 
well as the boys stark naked down to their waist, the hair,boui^d up with 
tight caps, and trousers supported by their hips." 

In the southern part of the West Riding of Yorkshire, in great numbers 
of the chal-pits, the men work in a state of perfect nakedness, and are in 
this state assisted by females of all. ages, from girls of six jetas old to 
women of twenty-one j these females themselves being quite naked to the 
waist. 

iSays a female » << I wear a belt and chain at the workings to get the ca^ 
noes out. The getters are naked except their cape \ they sometimes beat 
me if I am not quick enough. There are twenty boys and fifteen men ; aU 
are naked." 

Nor ate these awfbl scenes witnessed in the collieries only. Public opin-^ 
ion forced parliament to look into the subject of the Chimneif-moe^ ehU^ 
dren. One parliamentary report says, " These children are sometimes 
stolen for this purpose. They are very subject to burns, from their being 
forced up chimneys while on fire, and while overheated ; and however they 
may cry out, their inhuman masters pay not the least attention, but com- 
pel them too often with horrid imprecations to proceed. They are some- 
times sent up chimneys on fire i It is in evidence before your committee 
that female children have been employed, and also that they are stolen 
from their parents and inveigled oat of workhouses ; that in order to con- 
quer the natural repugnance of these infants to ascend the narrow, danger- 
ous chimneys, blows aro used ; that pins are forced into their feet by the 
boy that follows them up the chimney, in order to compel them to ascend 
it, and that lighted straw has been applied for that purpose." The above 
are all facts taken from authentic documents to be found in the reports to 
the British parliament. Many more examples of a similar character may 
he seen in Lester's " Condition and Fate of England.'' 

These foots indicate the actual state of things in mortUf irUMeetuaif and 
humanized England ! England, which robs her people of bread to sustain 
a vast naval power for the suppression of the African slave-trade, while 
within her own territory is carried on an abandoned trafilc in the flesh and 
blood of little children 1 England, who raises millions annually from her 
benevolent philanthropists, for the benefit of fbreign heathens, when needy 
OM fifth «f her own populatioa grow up in the groseest ignorance, an4 



Digitized 



by Google 



Henry VIII. hs^yuig confiscated or distnbuted to the nobility 
the churoh prpperty, beggars flocked to the kingdom from 
all parts. They were pursued without mercy ; seventy* 
two thousand thieves, vagabonds, or beggars, were hang 
under the reign of this prince. Atrocious laws were soon 
passed ; according to 9( statute of Edward VL, " every man 
or woman who lives three days without work shall have 
the letter V burned on the breast with a hot iron, and shall 
be condemned to serve the person by whom they are ar- 
rested. This person shall find them with bread and wa« 
ter, and shall oblige them to work.'' The atrocity of this 
law rendered its application impossible ; it was necessary^ 
also, to make a law in regard to poor householders and la^ 
borers out of employ ; they were provided for by a statute 
of Edward VI., and finally by a statute of Elisabeth. The- 
proprietors or farmers of each parish were compelled to pro- 
vide for their own poor ; the law declared that the poor man 
had a right to live, and that the parish was bound to supply 
the means. 

This law continued in force up to 1834, but produced 
many abuses. An open warfare occurred between the land- 
holders or capitalists and the poor people* Parishes were 
kaown to be at law for years, in order to avoid giving alms 
to some poor people, to expel in a single day by virtue of 
law thirty or forty families from their territory^ and to de- 
molish their cabins in order not to^be imposed upon. The 
poor-rate varied in difierent localities ; it was eight shillings 
a head and a year in some counties, and forty in others ; 
the appointment of overseers of the poor in many places 
was sought after, and every employer attempted to regain 
his poor rates by reducing the salary of his workmen. 

The burden of the poor-rates fell upon persons who were 

withoat any useful impressions of religion or morality. Englsmd, whick 
has gained a foothold in India, by the grossest tyranny ever exerdsed by 
any nation in any country, has jplanted her authority in New HoUand by 
poisoning the natires with arsenic, and in Chhia by smuggling into th« 
^eimtty a poiwn no lets deadly. 
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very poor theraselres. la 1830, in London^ fiAy famiUee 
wlio were assessed for the payment of the tax were obliged 
to sell their furniture, and even their beds. 

It has been said that the law of Elisabeth increased the 
Dfumber of poor people in England. But whatever were its 
defects, we think it rather shared the progress of pauper- 
ismi than caused it. 

The principal result of this law was to permit English 
manufacturers and farmers to reduce the salaries of their 
workmen, and to make them pay a large part of them to the 
parish. Hence, to a certain extent, this law ofiered a pre- 
mium for its production by large factories, by large farms. 

The degradation of the poor who asked aid from the 
parish was the inevitable consequence of this law ; it is 
impossible to imagine a state nearer slavery than this. 

The advance of industry, and the introduction of machi- 
nery, increased the power of the capitalists, and rendered the 
condition of the workmen more precarious and wretched. 
Several times have they revolted and broken the machines, 
but they have always been* put down by atrocious execu- 
tions and by savage laws. During the discussion of one 
of these laws in 1812, Lord Byron remarked in parliament: 
" I have passed throu|rh Spain, desolated by a war, I have 
lived in some of the most oppressed provinces of Turkey, 
and have nowhere witnessed so much misery asjn Eng- 
land." But of what importance was it to the noble legisla- 
tors ? they certainly placed but little value upon the life of 
an operative. 

The poor rates have increased rapidly since the com- 
mencement of this century. In 1801, England devoted to 
this purpose four millions seventy-eight thousand eight hun- 
dred and ninety-one pounds, and in 1812, eight millions six 
hundred and forty thousand eight hundred/ and toty-two 
pounds. From that time until 1834, the poor-rates were 
about the same. 

Finally, it was found that the poor people cost too much, 
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and tke legislation in regard to indigent people wns changed. 
WUle the law of Elisabeth was in force, many parishes 
had erected work-houses, infamous places where the siek 
and the vagrants were crowded in pell-mell ; where chil- 
dren slept in the same bed with paralytic people, phthisical 
people, and prostitutes ; it was resolred to place ih» work- 
house system on a new plan. The parishes were request- 
ed to associate to build edifices of this kind, and to shut up 
in them those poor people who wanted assistance. Ac- 
cording to the system established in 1834, the poor people 
were no longer to receive assistance at home ; they wer6 
obliged to die of hunger or go to the woriL-house. If they 
accepted any asylum which was offered them by the pre- 
tended charity of the government, they must be separated 
from their families, for in the work-house those of different 
ages and sexes are separated. As a compensation, they 
were offered soup, greens, water^ and pork twice a week. 
To obtain this nourishment, they must submit to hard and 
iis^ss labor, the null. The advocates of the law of 1834 
have re-established against the poor pieople the usual pun- 
ishments of Roman slaves, by making them to turn a mill. 
Do not think, however, that they have any remorse. '* We 
cannot admit," say they in their first report, " that the se- 
verity of the regimen in the work-house is excessive, since, 
after all« we place the poor man beyond the risk of starving 
to death."* 

The expected effect is produced in every part ; the poor 
man strains every nerve to keep out of the work-house; 
during a rigorous winter, one hundred and forty-nine pau- 
pers came to the office at Cuckfield in a single session, to 
demand charity. The overseers offered meal to some, and 
the work-house to a hundred and eighteen ; six only accept- 
ed, and went away the second day rather than submit to the 
punishment of the hand-mill. 

What became of those unhappy, unfortunate people, who 
could not endure the horrible regimen imposed by British 
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dhsrity t They died of Aunine, or tlley eovgkt a less diffi- 
eultllibor; they dug ditehes during the frosts of winter, 
and broke up stones for McAdamizing the roads. There 
were some who, although affected by fever, and hunger, and 
famine, refused to enter the work-house, and whom the 
overseers of the poor were obliged to assist at their houses, 
notwithstanding the recommendation of the goyemment of- 
ficers. Sometimes alsd money Was granted, through fear 
lest the poor shoidd become desperate, as was the case at 
Nottingham in 1836. 

The object of the law of 1834 was to reduce the poor<' 
rates. In 1837, the poor cost only four millions forty-four 
thousand seven hundred and forty^one pounds, a good re- 
sult. But how much of suffering did this economy bring ? 
How many poor people of the one million three hundred 
thousand died of hunger or were subjected to horrid priva- 
tions ? Who can measure the consequences of this law of 
1834, consequences before which the imagination shrinks? 

It is true that the British legislator has nothing to da 
with this side of the question. He attempted to economize 
in this manner, and to crowd the indigent population upon 
the emplo3rer, farmer, or manufacturer, to bring the salaries 
of the laborer to his primitive wants, although, in the view 
of Malthus, this should cost the lives of thousands of men. 
Hence each official report contains a pompous eulogy on 
this law. The employers, farmers, and manufacturers, 
however, resisted, being injured by this economy ; they 
not only refused to advance the wages, but excited re* 
vi4ts which were put down by dragoons, the usual mode of 
establishing order. This new law was not introduced into 
the manufacturing counties of the north of England till after 
six yeari^. When it was in foil vigor, an attempt was made 
to divide the laborers between &em, to drive away the Irish 
and Scotch, by refusing to them all kinds of succor, or rather 
10 kill them, pretending that it would cost too nmch to send 
them home. 
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In fact, out of the British kmgdom, there is no inetanco 
of wretchedness similar to that existing among the laboring 
classes over the whole of England. It is hidden in the ci- 
ties, in the rear of the palaces, and the large hotels ; in the 
country, behind the parks and the brick houses of the aris- 
tocracy. Interrogate those who have visited the houses id 
the poor, those wretched spots compared with which the 
Hell of Dante seems an abode of pleasure. 

London is the metropolis of Great Britain ; the pride of 
the wealthiest peojde that ever existed. Pass through that 
splendid city, and enter the parishes of Bethnal Green and 
Shoreditch, which hare a population of nearly seventy thou- 
sand. ** A great portion of this district,*' says an author 
worthy of every confidence,* " is occupied by spots called 
gardens, where the proprietors and speculators have erect- 
ed a great many hovels one story high, for lodgings for 
poor families. Thede cabins are surrouhded by a fence of 
rotten boards, and there are no streets nor gutters. The 
ground is not even levelled, but here are banks of earth and 
filth, there pools filled with water which taint the atmos- 
phere around it. These abominable places are left unpro- 
tected, unsur^eyed. The hovels are half rotten ; there are 
no drains, nor lights, nothing, in fact, to indicate the police 
of a city." 

To this general description we will add a few remarks 
from the official reports of a committee of pl^sicians^ 
" Lamb's Fields presents a surface seven hundred feet long, 
and three hundred feet broad. Of this space three hundred 
feet are constantly covered with stagnant water, both sum^ 
mer and winter. In the part thus submerged iM a large 
mass of putrefying animal and vegetable matter. This 
place is sunounded by an open trench, into which all the 
privies of North Street empty themselves. Lamb's Fields 

• S^gene l^uret, in his wotk entitled <' De la MisSre des datoes labarieo- 
sM «i ABgletetre et « Enoioe." A capital teoki fimn vAkh w« taU 
maaytectf. 

22 
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is « fruitful source of fever for the houses around. We 
saw houses where entire families \^ere swept off by fever, 
and there are some streets where it always elists. Typhus 
fever is endemic in those parts of London inhabited by poor 
people. The physicians there have seen with horror six 
persons laboring under fever in one room, and four in a sin- 
gle bed." Eugene Buret states that these habitations are in- 
ferior in cleanliness and appearance to the dirtiest stables, 
and that he has visited many families without a single arti- 
cle of furniture, and even destitute of boards to spr^d their 
strftw beds on, and with but a few rags to cover their naked- 
ness. 

And the misery of the laborers in London is not an ex- 
ception to what is generally seen : the quarters inhabited 
by the poor at Bristol, Leeds, Nottingham, and Manchester 
present the same appearance ; in every part yards filled 
with clothes hung up to dry ; no pavements, stagnant wa- 
ter, in which their naked and dirty children are puddling ; 
lodgings frightful and indescribable, beds sometimes occu- 
pied by as many as eight persons of different ages and sex- 
es. In t5Very part epidemic typhus and contagious fevers, 
which constantly decimate the poor population, and carry 
the league into the rich neighborhoods. This last circum- 
stance gave rise to those medical inquiries, which no one 
would have suggested if the lives of respectable gentlemen 
had not been endangered. 

The description of the habitations of the poor in England 
is not sfifficient to give an idea of their misery. One must 
enter their lodgings, see the poor man starving with his 
family, to understand how much of suffering the economi- 
cal regime to which England is subjected imposes on man. 
We will make a few more extracts from M. Buret. ^ This 
family is composed of eight persons, all present at the^ime 
of our visit. The head of the family was a silk-velvet 
weaver, English by birth, and yet young. He earned sev- 
en shillings and a half weekly, but was not employed con- 
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8t^ntly. In his room was neither chair, table, nor bed. 
In one comer was a heap of straw, and in this straw were 
three naked children crouched like animals, and half cov* 
ered by a strip of cloth. The wife turned her back to us, 
attempting in vain to hold together the remnants of her 
gown. The man had on a blue coat, on which there were 
yet a few buttons ; but had no shirt. He received us po^ 
litely, and made known in sadness, but calmly* the horror 
of his situation. He had a Bible in his hand when we en- 
tered, and as the almoner asked him why he did not go to 
church, he showed us his naked chest, his wife standing 
abashed in a corner, and his children hiding from us one 
behind the other, and answered that he should soon be un- 
able even to go and look for work. This family was con« 
sidered honest. 

^ ^* ' Have you children V asked one of the commissioners 
of a weaver. 'No, I had two, but, thank God, they are 
dead.' — * And are you glad that your children are dead V 
/ Yes, I am freed from the care of providing them with 
food, and they, poor dear creatures, are rid of their worldly 
troubles.' " 

Who could wonder at despair, on reading, in a report of 
the visiter of the poor at Manchester, the following ? " On 
the 3d of February, 1838, I entered a cellar, inhabited by 
a weaver. On a miserable bed was his wife, who had been 
conBned, so sick that she could scarcely speak ; in another 
corner of that dark and damp cellar, I perceived a dead 
child. X asked the husband why it was not buried. H^ 
answered that he could not pay for the interment The 
poor man, who made at the most but seven or eight shil- 
lings per if#ek, was bimself sick, and had earned nothing 
for the week before his wife was confined, and therefore 
was unable to prepare for that event." 

Such facts are not rare. Ther^ are thousands of men in 
England in this situation. But they caimot all preserve 
their energy, morality, and yirtue : many of them become 
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addicted to drunkenness and theft ; they become completely 
brutal, and are affected with all the vices of slavery. Their 
lapse morals often serve as a theme of discourse to the ora- 
ton and writers of the aristocracy which oppresses them» 
as if misery was not the most powerful cause of corruption 
— as if the manners of the aristocracy were purer thaa 
those of these wretched beings. 

We must add, that the English church and Tory nobility, 
to their eternal shame, Oppose all plans for giving the people 
a moral and intellectual education. Finally, when they 
cannot prevent any amelioration, they demand that the edu* 
cation of the people shall be inirusted to the Established 
Church, doubtless to prevent the results of the intellectual 
development of the lower classes of society. 

We see that the English government is no less criminal 
in regard to its subjects than to foreign ftations. Cruel and 
aspiring, the government has for its end to satisfy the appe- 
tites of the most greedy aristocracy that has ever been seen 
on the earth. In her view, men are only the instruments 
of production : war, peace, treaties, alliances, and laws, are 
the results of speculations, with a view to nett profits. It 
is thus that England has planted her foot upon the soil of 
nearly every country ; has appropriated large sums destined 
for the use of the public ; and has even raised a large reve- 
nue from the corn-laws. At this time, its politics have 
been so successful, that it consumes all the wealth which 
^e English can acquire ; and in a country where machinery 
does the work of eighty-four millions of laborers, more than 
a million of men are suffering in extreme misery, and more 
than one hundred thousand are perishing with hunger. The 
poor man, the operative, has no interest in English society. 
An inquiry was recently made as to the state of the hand- 
loom weavers. It was admitted that the introduction of 
c^am machinery for this^ purpose would throw out of em- 
jdoy a targe and industrious class of laborers ; that more 
fkixk one 'hundred tlioussnd men would thus he left without 
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bread. It was said that agricultiure, and no other branch of 
industry, required them. It is in the face of facts of this 
kind that hymns are sung in Parliament in honor of the 
poor-law. 

This law, the most recent and outrageous crime that the 
British goremment has committed against the people, has 
caused a great sensation^ It has given to the Chartists an 
energy and vigor hitherto unseen in the uprisings of the 
English people. The rigors of 'the new poor-law have 
given rise to many popular songs, several of which are re- 
markable for their wild energy. The proud inspector of 
this law, the king of beggars, the king of the parish, figures 
with all his epithets by the side of Bill Fast-a-mont^h and 
Betsey Skin-and-bone, and other similar personages. The 
causes of the wretchedness of the English people are well 
understood; and probably, unless England can get up some 
new war, her citizens will testify their resentment in some 
other mode than by caricatures and epigraps. 

22* 
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CHAPTER IX. 
TORTDBBS OF PR£30N£BS OF WAR. 

I. ^HDLKS OF CHATHAk. 

We have already recounted deeds of infamous treason ; 
we have seen in England, to use a celebrated expression, 
the bloody hand, the hand of crime, ordering with Uie cool- 
ness of a mercantile transaction the most cruel executions, 
when it was thought that any profit would result from them. 
We have now to record facts of an order still more horrible. 
It seems that the country of Hobbes and Malthus was 
destined to bring to light a^ the doetnnes which are offen- 
Mve to human morals, and at the same time to practise all 
the crimes which might, logically speaking, be considered 
the living formula of these odious creeds. 

To deceive their allies, however, to massacre the van- 
quished, to bum entire cities, to destroy by the sword or by 
poison a dangerous friend — ^these are acts of which we find 
instances in the annals of a people whose manners were not 
civilized by the Christian religion } and it was reserved fiw 
Engluid to exceed every example of villany known. 

Let us glance at the history of Sparta, Rome, and Car- 
thage, inquire in what manner their prisoners were treated, 
and compare this treatment with that which the Britisk 
cabinet invented for the French soldiers during the last war. 

Christians have protested against the slavery of the an-^ 
dents ; and the language of the apostle is beautiful : ^< Mas- 
ters, be just and faithfid unto your servants, knowing that 
yon too have a Master in heftven.'' Among the ancients. 
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the prisoner of war was a slave ; :the conquered was ser- 
tant to the conqueror ; he was his goods, his property^ his 
patrimony. Th^re is certainly bnHality in this castom ; 
this appropriation of man to the service of another man 
cannot be justified, except by a usage of barbarism. But 
if we compare this barbarism with the base cruelties exer- 
cised by England upon her captiyes, it is clemency. To 
the slaye, servus, belonged at least the benefit of life : he 
was considered as. an enemy saved, ^mMif»^; his master 
had absolute rights over him, but the severity of the law 
was tempered by humanity ; and Plutarch blames Cato the 
elder, because he sold his slaves when they were too old 
to labor. The Roman slave remained most frequently on 
his native soil ; and ev^i when the caprice of his master 
carried him to a foreign soil, he lived in the sunlight, and 
h6 enjoyed the air which his health required. Was he ia^ 
jured by the avarice or cruelty t»f his master, he could 
take refuge in the temple, and then, after invoking the pta- 
tection of the gods, no one dared to touch him with a 
sacrilegious hand. Such was this regime, against whieb 
the kind feelings of the apostle were indignant Let ua 
see how this has been modified by England, eighteen oeft< 
turies after the mission of St. Paul. 

The narrative of the tortures inflicted on the French 
soldiers in the floating prisons of England, haa been futh-* 
lully pictured by a man who experienoed all their rtgox»— « 
General PiUet. We shall extract a few pa^ ^ora a wodi 
which he published in 1815, entided ** England, as seen at 
London and in the Provinces ;'' a work wUch haa become 
extremely rare, having been bought up and destroyed by 
the British government General Pillet states the fol* 
lowing :— 

^ ** The hulks or old vessels which serve for pmonen of 
war, are generally sevens-fours. The prisoners oecupjF 
ihe hold and the between-decks,. from eadi end of which ik 
quarter part has been partitioned off. That portion of the 



Digitized 



by Google 



260 TOi^TUUS OF 

gamsoa which is not on senrice, always sleeps there with 
loaded arms, and the partitum which separates them is 
strengthened by large beams. At intervals are port-hidesy 
through which cannon may be pointed and fired upon the 
prisoners. 

'* The rest of the vessel is occupied by. the English offi- 
cers and sailors, excepting a small space under the fore- 
castle, where, the galley of the prisoners is situated. 

*^ The whole of this space presents a surface of four feet 
long by thirty-six foet wide ; it serves both for a promenade 
and a ventilator for nine hundred men. All around the ves-^ 
sel, a fool and a half above the surface of the water, is a 
gaUery^where are situated officers at the extremities of the 
gangways, and at every place designed for the prisoners. 
This mixture of sentinels, whose watchwords are changed 
according tothe caprice or the brutality of the commander 
of the -hulk, gives rise to many assassinations; they have 
been much more frequent, because the marines who were 
destined for the service and the armament of vessels are 
generally composed in England of the offscourings of so* 
ciet3r — men who have been guilty of some great crimes, and 
to whom ike magistrate presents no alternative except to 
enter the marine service or to be Jiung. 

*'In 1813, there were nine of these prison-hulks in 
Chatham Roads. They were placed at such distances as 
10 prevent any communicati<m between the prisoners, either 
orally or by signs. But they were so near as to be under 
surveillance, one from the other. These hulks were moored 
by chains at each' end, in fetid and stagnant water, and left 
aground by every tide. The putrid, moist, and saline air 
which is breathed there is often sufficient, even without 
bad treatment or bad nourishment, to destroy, in a very 
short time, the most robust state of health. The prisoners, 
of war were also exposed to many other causes equally 
fatal by their directors. The object of this regimen was, 
to destroy the prisoners. This treatment was as follows : , 
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** The dimensions or height of the between-decks of the 
Brunswick, the hnik on board of which I was a prisoner, 
was exactly fonr.feet ten inches, so that the shortest man 
conld hardly stand erect. It was a kind of perpetual pan* 
ishment, which none of those tyrants who have hitherto 
disgraced the human species had imagined for the greatest 
criminals. Most of those men who were confined there lost 
&e use of their limbs, and eould never stand again. The 
openings for ventilation consisted of fourteen small win<* 
dows on each side, seventeen square inches each,'unglazed ; 
the prisons on the lanid and water where the French are 
placed in England never have glass windows, ahhough the 
temperature thejre is generally moist and cold, and the wia« 
ters are extremely long. In foct, the heat produced by the 
stowage of ihe prisoners is so great, that the ventilators 
can only be closeid on one side at a time, viz., that exposed 
to the wind ; and this is done with old clothes. These 
openings are crossed by iron gratings, which are cast la 
one mass ; the bars are from two to three inches thick, and 
the ventilators are closed every evening by a wooden port. 
The same precautions are employed to close the narrow 
ports of the lower battery. 

** It follows, from this and similar precautions, that men 
who were shut up by hundreds in the batteries and the be- 
tween«decks, hermetically closed in winter for at least 
sixteen hours per day, generally became weak and suffo- 
cated, absolutely from the want o( pure air. If an attempt 
was made to open one of the ventilators — a favor which 
was not obtained without much trouble, and without knock* 
ing for a long time at the port-hole, when die dpng man 
was carried to brea^e a moment — those near the openings 
who were completely naked in consequence of the extreme 
lieat, became chilled by the cold air thus admitted ; perspi* 
ration became checked, and they were soon infectcMl with 
an inflammatory disease. These diseases soon ezlenMI 
to the fangs, and becaiae extrtmeHf daageroof, pMflienlflilf 
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to the young men. lliis disease also endangered all, 
sooner or later. A prisoner who nas been confined in a 
close English prison for more thaa three years, could 4ot 
escape it, notwithstanding every precaution ; for the same 
arrangement exists in every part, in the priscmson shore 
as well as in the floating prisons : and this arrangement 
results firom a premeditated and atrocious design, It has 
resulted in the death of sixty thousand Frenchmen, prison* 
ers of war, who have fallen victims to it 

^' The space granted to a prisoner for his hammock is 
six finghsh feet long by fourteen inches broad ; but these 
six feet ate reduced to four and a hali^ because the arrange* 
ments are such, as to attach these hammocks one within the 
other: the head of each mkn consequently lies between the 
legs of two men who are. in the first range of the battery ; 
if he comes in ^ second^ his feet are placed between the 
heads of t^o men in the third range, in the same order of 
numbers, and so successively from one end of the battery to 
the other. The breadth of an ordinary man, from one elbow 
to the other, is about eighteen inches. Hence it is seen 
that in these hulks a man. is placed in less space than his 
body requires. 

" But as it is physically impossible for men to occupy less 
space than their natural si2e, they are piled one over the 
other. In order to do this, an even or odd number is. at- 
tached about eighteen inches lower than the two numbers 
which precede and follow it $ and in this manner a little 
more breadth is obtained — without, however^ diminishing 
the danger of sickness. The situation of the prisoners in 
this state is doubtless frightful when under such restraints, 
but the evil does not stop here. The hulks are always 
more than fiUed. If new prisoners arrive, they are placed 
in these batteries, without any anxiety as to their fate, al» 
though the arrangements for placing them are determined 
and fixed below the standard c^ physical necessity. The 
new comers are thus exposed to an indescribable punish* 
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ment : they find nd }^ac6 ta hukg tip tlieir hammodis, and 
ate T>bfiged to lie upon damp and naked plank. Tbas a 
prisoner, whatever may be his rank, is obliged to remain in 
this state, when he comes into a hulk i^eady full. The 
agent who takes charge of officers, always places them in 
Ml hulks^ and he selects likewise those which are most in- 
convenient, in order that the prisoner may be obliged to use 
his pecuniary resources to purchase a place. It is a wretch- 
ed speculation for a poor starred prisoner : he consents to 
sell his place, in order te procure for himself the meana of 
living for a few days ; and finally, in order not to die with 
hunger, he accelerates the destruction of his health, and is 
obliged in this horrible situation to lie upon a plank drip* 
ping with water from the perspiration of those who are 
confined in this place of death and tortui^. 

" In this charnel-house of eternal pains, the air is so 
loaded with moist and deleterious vapors, that the candles 
burn with difficulty. These vapors, which are inspired 
and exhaled by so many lungs in a stat^ of suppuration, 
soon carry the germ of death to individuals not yet affected 
with it ; they were so fe^, so thick, so warm, that some- 
times the keepers have been known to cry for help, and fire» 
when the opening of one of the ventilators, as mentioned 
above, enabled them to perceive the binming exhalations 
which escaped from these infected dungeons* These fears 
of the keepeYs, whether t^^ or imaginary, were sometimes 
carried so' far, that l&ey prepared the engines to play ikito 
the batteries, notwithstanding the remonstrances of the pris- 
oners, who saw themselves exposed to a new afflicti^-*- 
that of inundation. 

'* The government which assassinated priscmers by de- 
priving &em of air, did not 8cra|de to refuse them the food 
necessary for life. Every mAn received a pound and a 
half of coarse bread, a half a pound of meat of very poc»r 
quality, wi& two ounces of oat-meal and an onion. Twice 
each Week a pound oi salt fish waa snbstitBted for the 
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torn : it WM aiteniatetf 4H>dfiih tad Heniiig^ Tke prison- 
«r»«old the herriog to the eonlraclor for one mu. 

^TMb was the legal or the pieteaded ration. la fact, 
Ae contractors and ai^ordinatea kaew vary weU how to 
make.iHicit profits, either in the quantity or the quality of 
the food. The system of the gOTemment created fomine, 
but in such a manner as to disguise the assassination ; yet, 
with the subalterns, assassiniataaa was practised o^nly. 
The unhappy prtscmers who were stanred, vainly com- 
plained to the authorities ; they were accomj^ices in the 
villaay, and insulted the victims." 

These principles of cruelty were followed up with a 
method and a logic which left the English goveroment no 
excuse* In the two wars which England made upon the 
republic and the em|nre, the same comrse was pursued with 
horrid constancy. The prisons were much more murder- 
ous than the fields of battle. In the first war, thirty thou' 
sand prisoners died of famine in five months. At Norman 
Cross^ a prison which contained seven thousand me% Gen- 
eral PiUet saw one comw of ground which contained four 
thdttsand dead bodies. Provisions were then extremely 
dear in England, and it was said that the. French govern- 
ment refused H> pay the account which it was pretended 
was due for its prisoners. / 

In order to discharge this debt, aU the prisoners were 
placed upon half rations ; and, to be more certain of their 
death, the introducticm and sale of provisions within the 
prison, which had been hitherto permitted, were severely 
prohibited. The change in the quantity was also attended 
with a change in the quality. Four timea a week,- the 
prisoneis received worm*eaten biscuit, fish, and salt meat ; 
three times a week, a browa loaf, badly cooked, made of 
sour meal : the prisoners, sooa after eating this, were af» 
fected with a kind of dmakenaess, followed by a aevere 
headache, fevers, dianhmaj and many died, being attacked 
with a kind of vertigo. For vegetd>les» the pitaoneis re- 
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ceiired raw beans. Finally, linndreda of men died daily eS 
hunger, or were poisoned by the qnality of the provi^on*. 
Those who survived gradually became so weak, that the 
powers of digestion were destroyed f and, horrible to state, 
but what is nevertheless true, the unfortunate prisoners who 
were of a more robust temperaoc^nt, selected from the con* 
tents of the stomach rejected by their sufiering companions) 
the undigested beans^ and devoured them after they had 
been subjected to a slight washing. The pangs of hunger 
knew no bounds ; the dead bodies were kept fire or six 
days, to obtain their rations. 

One day. Lord Cordower, colonel of the regiment at Gar- 
marthen, on guard at the prison at Port Chester, entered 
with his horse, which he tied to one of the barriere. In 
ten minutes, his horse was slaughtered and eaten. When 
the colonel returned for him, he was informed of the fact, 
but he refused to believe it, and said that he would be sat- 
isfied only on seeing the remains of his'horse. It was easy 
to do this : he was carried to the place where were the skifi 
and entrails of the animal, and a wretched prisoner de- 
voured in his presence the last piece of raw meat All the 
butchers' dogs which entered the prison shared the same 
fate. 

But it was still more scandalous, that those unfortmiate 
people, who were reduced to such cruel necessities, should 
. also be robbed by their escecutioners. When the family of 
a poor sailor, or of an unfortunate soldier, made painful 
sacrifices to send him a moderate sum of money, this sa- 
cred offering was taken, either wholly or partially, by the 
agents who were requested to distribute it. If the prisoners 
received letters announcing aid, most frequently they were 
intercepted ; and if they demanded these letters, they wen^ 
told that nothing had been received for them. They e»* 
teemed themselves very happy, if, after a year of inquiry, 
they finally received a part of the sum mentioned. If 
die prisoner died, if he was exchanged, or transferred to 
23 
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another prison, the money remained in the hands of the 
agent, who thus accumulated enormous sums from the dboU 
of the impriisoned soldier. 

In regard to those officers who receired, by means of 
bankers, larger sums, as the receipts were addressed to the 
bankers themselves, the theft was more difficolt, but it was 
sometimes committed. 

" The administration, which pretended to regulate the 
expenses of the prisoners, had stipulated that they could 
not receive more than two pounds sterling a week. If, 
then, an officer was informed that one hundred pounds had 
been sent to him, the agent presented him a receipt for the 
whole sum ; two or three months then elapsed before the 
payment of the two pounds sterling commenced. During 
this time the agent employed the capital received in specu- 
lations for his own profit, and if they were unsuccessful, the 
prisoners were obliged to bear the losses. These cases 
were not very rare ; General Fillet cites instances of this 
kind which happen&d in the hulks of Chatham. 

^ Thna^, the spoils of the unhappy persons who were as- 
sassinated, served to encourage crime, and to reeompense 
infamy. The English were bound to nourish them, but they 
were starved, and not only refused the aid which they ought 
to have received, but also were robbed of the assistance 
sent by their families. Never was there a more shameful 
robbery, not even in the annals of prisons." 

II. — HULKS OF CADIZ. 

On bo^d the hulks at Cadiz the treaunent was equally 
odious, and existence was equally cruel. But as the Span- 
ish government was there an accomplice, and the British 
government did not entirely monopolize Ae infamy, it would 
be foreign to our subject to present any new detaUs on this 
topic. We will, however, stale oat instance to show 
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die distress of tbose unfortanate mdiTidttals wbo were 
ca]^nired by the Boglisb, aod carried to the hulks of Cadiz. 

''On the approach of the Fxench army to Cadiz, all the 
jHrisoners were jtaken from th^ jails in the city, and sent U> 
the hulks. But in the terror occasioned by the arziyal of 
the Freaohi the authorities forgot to provide for the men on 
board the vessels. Thus a great msay died pf hungier. 
On board of some hulks, ihe jHrisouers took a little provi- 
ui&a to protect them against this horrid death; but oo 
boarded la dB&rea, where there were only poor sailors, 
there was barely provision for one day. There was evej^ 
no water aboard. These^brave sailors. were a prey to hjon- 
ger and thirst. In vain did they utter the shouts of despair ; 
in vain did they make signals of distress, to remind the bar* 
bariaas who provided for their subsistence of their situa- 
tion. 

'< Many of these sailors escaped by swimming ; they 
wereci^tured and shot in a boat, in the presence of their 
fellow-jHisoners. -The tmrments of hunger daily became 
m<»re horrible ; &st, these unfortunate people devoured all 
the dogs ; this was a slight resoitf ce, Boo^, shoes, and 
haversacks were then eaten. Finally, those who died 
served to jNrolong the existence of the others. All these 
resources, however, were insufficient ; cruel and relentless 
hunger drove these prisoners to the last extremity. Those 
who could sustfldn this pressure, whose health was not. too 
feeble, assembled in council. One of them rose to speak ; 
after presenting the! frightful picture of their positicm, he 
proposed to kill immediately those persons who were at the 
point of death. This proposition shocked all those who 
heard it But it was necessary to live or to be starved ! 
Many voted for the project ; but the majority preferred to 
die sooner than to add a few hours to a miserable existence 
by ^uBsassination. For six days, however, had they been 
abandoned to all the horrors of this cruel situation. Sud; 
danly one of thefl% with the esqpression of a hmigry tiger| 
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perceived some negroes on board. A nj of light broke in 
upon him ; the gesture of a cannibal pointed out these vic- 
tims r the knife was ready for them. The oxator then took 
a new text, and proved ta hii^ hearers that this murder was 
permitted, that circumstances demanded it, and that the 
crime, if it was one, would be less than if committed on in- 
dividuals of their own race. The advice was adopted, im- 
potent desires were seen upon their face ; at the momimt 
when the negroes were seized, and the knife raised, a boat 
was seen coming off to the hulk loaded with biscuit Mid 
salt meat for the prisoners, and the blacks were saved from 
this ternble sacrifice." 

Such i&r a feeble picture of the tortures to which those 
hrave fellows were subjected, wlio were thrown by the for- 
tune of war into the hands of the English. By every other 
nation, it has been granted that a prisoner is no longer an 
enemy ; the English government hka not admitted that most 
sacred of all claims, the claim of misfortune. It has con- 
tended against disarmed men, and has shown itself more 
cruel in the prison than on the field of battle ; it has tortiifed 
without necessity, and murdered without excuse. 

Ill, — ST. HELENA. 

It would seem that shame had not been outraged suffi- 
ciently, that revenge had not received its share of odium, and 
that the English government had reserved as the crown for 
its crimes the entire pow^ of its cruelty, and wished to 
graduate its infamy by the grandeur of its last victim. 

When Napoleon yielded to the efforts of the coalition in 
Europe, he made an appeal to British generosity, and offer- 
ed England the noblest patt of the victory ; proscribed in 
an empire which he had rendered so powerful, a fugitire 
upon those shores over whieh he lately reigned, he expect- 
ed to find something t(Me in diese whom he had conquer- 
ed^ and measured the tnagn&nimity t»f Aelr s^dtftents by 
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the energy of their, resistance. Never was hospitality de- 
manded by one more noble, and never was a greater oppor- 
tunity offered for glory to a nation so solemnly invited to 
protect the sanctity of misfortune. But the English gov- 
ernment could not understand the magnanimous homage of 
its formidable adversary. Still influenced by its terrors and 
hatred, which responded to this noble confidence by the 
most odious treason, its hospitality was false» its protection 
a homicide. 

Not content with making a prisoner of a hostage, they 
de{Mived him even of the rights of a prisoner, and the great 
captain was condemned to transportation ; and his treatment 
differed from that of common criminals^ only in the sad 
privilege of a special prison, and a forced society of his 
js^lors in the uniform of officers. 

Thus every day became a punishment, every hour a tor- 
ture ; the English government had given its lessons to its 
murderous agents, or rather the English government was 
transported with all its traditions to the inhospitable rock ; 
^nkeys had not one moment of pity for the illustrious war- 
rior, but preyed upon his flesh, and like vultures devoured 
his entrails ; day by day they caused him to feel the cold 
blade of the poniard, and they pressed out drop by drop the 
blood from that generous heart, until finally the modern 
Prometheus yielded to their tortures, and sealed by his 
death the most shameful page of British history * 

* The conduct of the British towards the American prisoners captured, 
in the war for independence partook of the same sanguinary and cruel 
character, and the same acts of starvation. Thus Captain Cunningham, 
who was executed for forgery at London in 1791, stated in his dying con- 
ftssion : '^ I was appointed provost-marshal to the royal army, which pla- 
ced me in a situation to wreak my vengeance on the Americans. I shud- 
der to think of the murders I have been accessory to, bo^A wUh andteWwat 
arden ftim fsofoernmeMt especially while in New York, during which time 
there wen more than two thouaand priaorurs starved in the different churches 
by stopping Vuir ratUma, which Isold, There were also two hundred and 
seuntu-Ji/ee American prisoners and obnoxious persons exeeutedf which n^ere 
Hub conducted : a guard was despatched from the provost about half pa^t 
twehre at night, to the Barrack street, and the neighborhood of the upper 

23* 
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hutmdkMf to onler the people to dni Uiofr wtodov-itettofs aid pal om 
Ihflir ligltti, fivbiddmg them oft the aMM time to look oat of Ch^ 
and doors, on pain of death ; after which the nnfortimate prisonera were 
condncted, gagged, just behhid the upper barracks, and hong without cet^ 
nftony, and there buried by the blade ]HOBeerof the proroat." 

Her weta the hdka,thoaap«ininiil ^ngum ^r^bmi >ar»ari», eonfined 
to the other sde of the Atlantic, bat in the waters of New York, the Jersey 
prison ship cocdd tell of many a deed of Mood and violence, and at the 
Wallaboot in Brooklyn lie the remains of no less tlian eleren thoosand 
ftfe badred patriot ptiaoners, who died in dongeona and priaon-shipa is 
and aboot tlie city of New York, daring tlie war of the zevohitioa. 
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CHAPTER X. 

WAR IN TIME OF PEACE VIOLATION OP THE RIGHTS OF 

NEUTRAL NATIONS. 

The idea of order and right exerci&es so much inflo* 
ence upon afi the acts of man, that it has given laws to 
war, and has even regulated destruction. Man, constrained 
by social necessities to contend with his fellow-man, has 
lud down certain littiits, beyond which war becomes an act 
of assassination, and every deed of violence illegal. Even 
in taking life, man has wished to do right, and has^ imposed 
certain rules, so that the weak shall never be entirely at 
the discretion of the strong. It is a mutual concession, 
made by people even when they will make no other ; it is 
the sanction of human morals, which always bows to these 
laws, even when the bloody horrors of carnage would seem 
to countenance forgetfulness of them. Only one people, or 
raAier one government, has been found depraved enough to 
despise the common laws of nations, and has openly vio* 
lated their rights ; has transformed war into piracy and mur« 
der^ and has impressed upon every act the seal of highway 
robbery. 

Among these laws of nations which impose limits upon 
' war, there is no one that should be more respected than 
that which requires a public and formal declaration to be 
made before the commencement of any hostilities. As men 
«re liable to be taken at disadvantage, it is a solenm warn- 
ing to avoid all surprise ; it is the point of honor among 
nations, who do not wish to sttike a defenceless enemy. 
Among the aaeients, die heralds who were commissidned 
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to dedaie war were chosen from among tlie priests, as if 
Divine intervention alone . could antbortze the destruction 
oi a fellow-creature. In our times, the ambassadors, to 
whom the same mission is intrusted, are clothed with a 
character of inviolability in the eye of the law of nations, 
and are considered as defenders of the rights of man. 

Notwithstanding, however, all precautions against per- 
fidious exceptions, the English government has never re- 
spected that which is held sacred by all, and it has been 
their policy, before giving the signal for contest, to surprise 
their rivals with unexpected hostilities. As soon as war 
was determined upon in the secret councils of the cabinot 
of Su James, it was considered as actually existing. We 
have already mentioned acts of this nature, when the French 
colonies in India were attacked at the commencement of the 
war in America, and when the peace of Amiens was so out^ 
rageously violated. We now propose to complete the pic* 
ture, by stating several facts which belong to different 
periods, but which exhibit the same perfidy and bad iaith» 
N In 1777, a vessel from Nantes, the Roziere d'Aitoir, 
while returning from Port au Prince, received a great det^l 
of damage. Falling in with an English vessel, the captain 
was persuaded to go into Si, Augustine, in Florida, as their 
two nations were still at j^eace. On their arrival, the Eng- 
lishman moored the. F^rench vessel under his guns. Three 
days afterwards, the crew were removed, and the vessel 
was declared a prize. But^ as if to cover this manifest 
violation of the rights of nations, the Prench received per* 
mission to go wherever they chose ; while at the same time 
the Indians were promised one hundred and tweul^. irance 
for the scalp of every Frenchman taken out of the city. 

For two months and a half, the French were exposed to 
constant assassinations. At the end of that term, they were 
sent to Port au Prince in a miserable vessel, with bad pro- 
visions, barely sufficieiit for half the voyage. 

About the same time, another vesseli having on board 
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some FVencli noblemen who were tm iheit Wa^ to enter tlie 
American service, was also captured before war was de- 
clared, and likewise carried into St. Augustine. Sixty 
French sailors were placed On a desolate island, shut up in 
a fort, and designedly forgotten for fotr days "without any 
provisions. 

They were told that if they did not enlist on board of 
the English frigate, they would be starved to death. At 
first diey refused, but the threat wais carried into execution 
so soon, that these unhappy people, to avoid a frightfd 
death, enlisted under the English flag. *< I saw them,'* 
writes an eye-witness, " sign their engagement, with tears 
in their eyes, calling me to witness the violence with which 
they had been treated, and conjuring me to accept their 
protestations ; but I was a prisoner, and, like them, unfortu- 
nate : I codd only sympathize with them.** 

' We cannot believe that these isolated facts are to be as* 
cribed to the caprice of some individuals, wlio abuse their 
command to do wrong without the knowledge of the govern- 
ment. On the contrary, they acted in accordance with a 
settled system^ and according to principles which were 
taught them by the cabinet of St. James. We might cite 
a number of other acts where the British authority itself 
has interfered and presented most scandalous examples of 
perjury. We shall only mention one case where the lords 
of the admiralty violated a jdedge given to. a scientific 
Frenchman, who did them the honor to confide in their 
word and signature. 

During the American war, France ordered all her vessels 
to respect and even to protect Captain Cook. The oal»net 
at Versailles regarded this illustrious navigator as a repre- 
sentative of science. By his laborious researches and glo- 
rious efforts, Cook had become a citizen of the world. But 
the English government could not reciprocate an act of 
generosity. 

About the same period, Kergoelen, a distinguished offieer 
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of the fV^ich navy, projected an expedhioii at lua own ex- 
pense and that of his friends^ which should add to discove- 
ries already made, and extend the knowledge of geogn^hy 
and navigation, for the benefit of the whde world. Not 
wishing, however, to compronuse the results of an expedi- 
tion purely scientific, he took the precaution of submitting 
his plan to the English ministiy, uid demanded £rom. them 
a pasq>ort. The secretary of the lords of the admiraby 
sent him passports to protect him against any act €£ 
hostility. 

Fortified with this fomml power, Kerguelen equipped at 
his own expense a vessel which he called the Libre Navi- 
gateur, and it was thus designated in the passport/ which 
was for four years. 

Full of the noble hopes which animate men of science, 
Kerguelen left Nantes July 22d, 1780^ having an arma- 
ment of six three-pounders, and a crew of thir^-one men. 

The day after his departure, he was overhauled by an 
English cruiser, called the Prince Alfred, who had doubt- 
less been sent for that purpose, and had received instruct 
tions even from those who had given the passports. The 
cruiser having fired a gun, Kerguelen hove to, and showed 
the English and Fi^ench flags. 

The captain of the Prince Alfred commanded the French 
officer to lower away his boat ; and when this was done, the 
cruiser boarded the vessel with fifty men, who, with sword 
in hand, ctt the flags and the rigging. Kerguelen vainly 
appealed for protection to his passports ; the Englishman 
answered that they were forged ; and, without even exam- 
ining them, declared the Libre Navigateur a lawful prixe, 
and carried the whole crew prisoners to Kinsale. 

On arriving at this port, Kerguelen immediately wrote to 
the lords of the admiralty, protesting against this violatioii 
of their promises. His letters remained unanswered,; he 
was arrested in the name of the king, and im|Nisoned. 

*« From that day/" w|it»s he, " I.have always bad in toy 
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loom tlsee seniiiiels, and I have i>een waked every two hoars 
in the night to know if 1 was abed. The officers and vol- 
unteers of my vessel were also imprisoned, after being 
marched four miles in irons like so many criminals. Among 
them, however, were sqme young men of great distinction. 
There wej^e seventeen persons in the same room, which had 
neither door nor windows, and into which the rain and wind 
penetrated from every part, and we were forty-eight hours 
without water. We were given hammocks and straw, beds 
which had served for all the prisoners since the commence- 
ment of the war; The hammocks were rotten, and stained 
with the blood of the wounded, and the mattrassos were 
extremely offensive. The room was Ml of vermin. At the 
bottom of the stairs was the privy for three hundred pris- 
oners, which sent forth poisonous miasmata, a fruitful source 
of disease and death." 

In this manner did the British government treat a man 
, whom they had promised to protect. The passport he had 
received at London was only a snare to entrap him. After 
six months, he was released ftom' his captivity, and landed 
on the shores of France. He retired to Saumur, where he 
tried in vain to obtain explanations from England. The 
lords of the admiralty were the avowed accomplices of the 
cruiser. . Kerguelen, for the loss of his liberty, his fortune, 
and the glory to which he aspired, obtained no recompense 
from the official pirates who had thus robbed him. 

These perfidious acts of the English government are too 
numerous to be ascribed to mistakes or misunderstandings. 
" Who forgets,** say the merchants of the province of Prise, 
in their petition presented to the states of the United Prov- 
inces in February, 1799, " wi^ what audacity the English 
vessels have detained vessels belonging to the inhabitants 
of the republic ? — ^have carried them into British ports, 
where they have been declared good prizes, and where at 
least their restoration cost their owners long and expensive 
trials ? Who but knows that on the broad ocean the Eng- 
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liab mea*of-war cUimthe right of OTefh^nliogoiir merdiaat 
vessels, <>f taking from them whatever tbey think proper, 
and of pressing our seamen^ to oblige them to serve on bo^ 
their vessels 1^ 

These complaints were general, and did not come from 
a single nation. These facts are so well rem^nbered by 
the cabinet of St. James, that all of its wars partake of the 
same character ; but nevctr, perhaps, did it commit so many 
jsbuses as in the bloody wars waged against the French re- 
public and empire. It was the threate of England which 
formed the coalition of the kings of Spain, Portugal, and 
Naples 'f and we have seen that Denmark^ Switzerland, and 
Tuscany were sunmHmed to join the league. Switzerland 
resisted ; Tuscany was compelled to submit ; but Denmark, 
by her courageous neutrality, excited against her all the 
anger of the British cabinet, who on this occasion violated 
the rights, of nations with unparalleled audacity, and ex- 
hibited a cruelty which aroused the indignation of $31 
£urope. 

Twice has Denmark resisted the threats of England, and 
twice has she paid dearly 4br her noble resistance. The 
first bombardment of Copenhagen occurred in 1801. It 
took place at the time when Paul I., then Czar, the ally of 
France, wished to form a coalition of all the northern powv 
ers against England. The British cabinet reserved assas- 
sination for the chief of the league, but pillage and burning 
for the inferior powersw At first, it demanded explanations 
of Denmark, and then supported its demand by sending into 
the Baltic a large flotilla, under the orders of Admiral Par- 
ker, seconded by Admiral Nelson, already known by his 
cruelties at Naples. Before arriving at Copenhagen^ it was 
necessary to force the entrance to the sound. On the 
Swedish side was the fort of Uelsimborg, on the Danish 
side the castle of Chronenborg, and many powerful attd 
well-armed batteries, that would destroy any fie^t wluck 
should attempt to pass through the strait ; it was necessaigr 
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t6 bnire t^e fi» of aH tbesd forts before atrimg at €k^ 
penhagen. The Efigliafa fleet w<»ifld infallibly hare been 
deatrofed, bad' noi the Sweden, by negligeii«e which re- 
sembled treaaOB) penaitted them to paiss without firing a 
gun. The Englteh c<te8equentiy kept on the aido of Swe* 
den, and o^ of the reach of the Danish cannon. 

In a few hours, the whole fleet, aided by a faYorable 
wind, had passed through ^he sound, with the less of only 
tix or seven men. • The admirale then attempted t^ find a 
passage to Ao ramparts of the place. The entrance of th^ 
fcrt presented a threatening appearance. On one side, the 
Walls were flanked with bastions, and armed with a formi- 
dable park of artillery, which commanded and raked the 
roads. At the iBntranee of the gulf, on ihe Isle of Crowns, 
wer^ several batteries bdstling widi cannon ; but the princi^ 
pal defence consisted of six ships of the line, well armed, 
elevem floating batteries of t wenty-^six twenty-four^poundera, 
and eighti^n eighteeas, moored in a line. The Danish 
resseis were ranged along the canal which fbUbws the coast. 
The whole population of Copenhagen had taken up arms, 
•determined to perisli rather than to submit to English 
^anny; ^ 

Nelson, however, bddly crossed the bar with nine shi^ 
t^ the liiie, and placed himself opposite to the Danish line 
of vessels. A terrible contest now ensued. The Danes 
defended liiemselves with all the enthusiasm of patriotism ; 
^e places of the sailors who fefi were quickly supplied by 
fresh recruits ; the forts and batteries kept up a constant and 
weU-directed fire. But they were obliged to yield to a su- 
perior force ; and, afbr fbur hours of carnage, the fire df 
the Danes slackened. Nelson then proposed an armisti^, 
^snd threatened, in case of a refusal, to sink the Danish 
TOssela and tp massacre their crelrs. The inhabitants w«ye 
exhausted by this unequal contest, and were obliged to snb- 
«nt 10 the oonqu^for. The remainder of die Dahish fleet 
■ 94 
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w«8 canied awmy bf tlie EagUah, wbose pofojr always baa 
been to destrojr evory mavitiaie power. 

After some yeam of peate, the Daaea xepaired ^eir 
loaaea, and a new fleet, more nnmerous than the firat, ex* 
cited the dark jealousy of the British government 

After the peace of Tilsit, England sent into the somid in 
1807 a targe fleet oommantded by Admirid Gambler. .The 
Enf^sh envoy, Jackson, represented to the prince royal, 
who was then at Kiel, that if Denmark did not decide to 
conclude an intimate alliance with Engbad, and give up its 
fleet as a pledge of this idliance, the British cabinet would 
^declare war. The prince repelled this demand with 
energy. 

The English then disembarked about three leagues froaa 
Copenhagen, and {wepared to attack the capital by land. 
Success was the more easy, since, in consequence of the 
peace, the army intrusted with the defence of the capital 
had suffered much for want of military discipline. 

The city was summoned to open its gates^ but paid no 
attention to the threats of the enemy. On the 2d of Sep- 
tember, the English commenced a bombardment, which 
continued uninterruptedly for three days, and caused so 
many ravages in the eity^ that the commander of the place, 
on the 5th of September, demanded an armistice, which was 
concluded two days afterwards, on the following terms : — 

The citadel and port should be delivered iq>io the £ng- 
lish,.as should also the Panish fleets with all its armament; 
the English troops should be re-embariced in six weeks, at 
the latest ; public and private property was to be respect- 
ed ; and the Danes should xpot be distmrbed in the exercise 
of their duties* 

A mutual exchange of prisoners was likewise >agre6d 
apqn, as also the restoration of all the English property 
confiscated by the Danes. 

The English left Seland on the 20th October, eanying 
with them the Danish fleet, composed of eighteen ships of 
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the linflf, fifteen fi:igale8, aix brigs, and diirty-fiye gim- 
boats. 

Thus terimnated this odious crnsade against a neutral 
power, whose only crime was its good wishes for France. 
Notwithstandmg this great loss, however, Denmark repelled 
all attempts at reconciliation with England, and the penalty 
of death was pronounced against ndioerer shoidd entertain 
relations with her. 
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CHAPTER XI. 
CANADA. 

I. — ^PERSECUTIONS OF THE CANADIANS BY THE ENGLISH. 

English policy showed itself first in New France by 
the proscription of twenty thousand Acadians, whose rights 
and safety were not sufficiently guarantied by the shame- 
ful trea^' of Paris in 1763. Since that time, England has 
kept a yoke of iron upon the Canadian population, out of 
hatred for their French origin. 

We shall not mention here all the acts of injustice and 
despotism which, from the early periods of British domin- 
ion, marked the antipathy of the rulers of Canada towards 
their new subjects ; but shall simply register the prominent 
facts which led to the bloody struggle of 1837. 

The Canadian constitution was modelled after that of 
Great Britain, and had so much of the aristocratic element 
in it, at the expense of the popular element, that it soon foe- 
came a formidable instrument in the hands of the British 
government. 

The executive council, a kind of ministry named by the 
crown, and the legislative council, all the members of which 
were also chosen by the governor, were the two levers 
used by the English party to overturn and destroy the pow- 
er of the French party, represented by the house of assem- 
bly. The Canadians were excluded from all participation 
in power ; every confidential office, every lucrative appoint- 
ment, became the exclusive appendage of foreigners of Bri- 
tish origin. Notwithstanding the prerogatives guarantied 
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to the represeatatives of the coUa^, the gdvernmetit 
wished to ti^e away its reyenues, and to ^ct with the ful- « 
- ness of absolute power. Many times the House of Assem- 
bly of Lower Canada^ having attempted to resist the en- 
croaehments of executive power, was severely punished in 
the persons of some of its most influential members, who 
paid by the loss of liberty for the inspirations of patriotism. 

The crown having reserved the privilege of disposing of 
seizures, fines, and confiscations^ the agents of power abu- 
sed this right enormously. 

The taxes became more and more heavy, everything was 
Bub|ected to duty, and the functionaries of government alone 
profited by this increase of pubHc charges. The revenues 
of the two provinces were pillaged ; most of it was distri- 
buted by executive authority. The enormity of the taxes, 
and the increase of offices, exeited the anger of the inhabi- 
tants ; but the remonstrances of the assembly were unheed- 
ed, and the government fsiction continued its exactions, with 
the assurances, impunity, and even with encouragement 
from the metropolis. 

This is not all ; the efibrts of England tended to destroy 
the nationality of the Canadians. We know that this popu- 
lation, French in its origin, manners, and language, is at- 
tached to national traditions^ Not only have British laws 
imperceptibly takeii the place of the old French legislation, 
but an eSbrt has been made to impose on the inhabitants 
whatever would make them forget their old country. The 
French language gradually ceased to be iheoffidal language. 
Farther, the Catholic religion, which the Canadians pro- 
fess, and for which the Englisli at first showed some toler- 
ation, was praseeuted by the Protestants, and the govern- 
ment aided in the iniquitous transaction. 

Finally, the Canadians were despoiled of their territorial 
possessions by an arbitrary power. Ailer the expulsion oif 
the Jesuits in 1T74, the immense doamins of this congregi^- 
tion became vacant. The inhabitants of Lower Canada de« 

24* 
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nuwded that these kada eheiddbe declared to . belong to 
^ the prOTinoe, and that their jrevenues should bet partdy coa- 
secrated to the education of poor childrea ^ but the gqverU' 
menc coi^d not neglect so good an opportuni^ to enrich its 
creatures. The members f^ the executive council and their 
families were liberally endowed at the expense of the pub- 
lic. To give an idea of these scandalous sjfoiiations, we 
will state, on the authority of Mr. Roebuck, a member of 
^e House of Assembly,, the gnats made to one family, that 
of Mr. Fulton, a member of the legislative and exsoi^ive 
council. To Mr. Fulton himself, eleven hundred acres, and 
to his seven daughters, twelve hundred acres each, makimg 
nine thousand five hundred acres in' all. 
. The administration ,of Sir James Craig in Canada, mark^ 
ed.the commencement of an era of sufferings and abui^es, 
the memory of which will live eternally in the hearts of 
those unfortunate victims of English policy. This gover- 
aor waged war upcm the Sectoral chamber of Canada } it 
was twice dissolved by him, because it wished to regiUate 
the expenses of the province^ and to have the judges elect* 
•d by the people. The infamous dietatcHr having beeii at« 
tacked by the iour^al called the Canadian, its press was 
broken hy soldiers. At the same time^ Messrs. Bedard and 
Blanchet, members of the opposition in the Hou^ of Assem- 
bly, were anested and imprisoned some, days before the 
elections. It would seem as if Craig attempted to irritate 
the Canadian population, and to excite them to a d^qp^erate 
resistance, and the Canadians termed the period of his.ad- 
niaistration the reign of terror. 

The disc<mtent of the inhabitants was at its height when 
Sir James was succeeded by the Duke of Richmond. The 
latter was succeeded by Dalhousie, who it would seem 
tried to shame the despotism of his predecessor of odious 
memory. The violence of the noble, lord increased the. ir- 
ritation of the Canadians. A petition was seat to London, 
praying for his recall, and the charges were as foUowB^*-^ 
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*< Sir E. Goorge, Lord Dalliousi^. has oQHimUted nuay 
.arbitrary acts. He has drawn large sains of money from ^ 
the receiver-general, unau^orized by any law. He Sas 
wickedly suppressed apd concealed from, the knowledge of 
the provincial ji^arliament, different public documents and 
papers. As commander-iu'-chier) he has used his authori^ 
to ini^uence and intimidate the inhabitants in the exercise 
of their civil and political rights. He has permitted the of- 
ficial gazette published under his control to make the most 
paluraniouB imputations daily against the House, of Assem- 
bly ; he has threatened to prorogue the representative body, 
until the freeholders and proprietors were obliged to natne 
as deputies, men disposed to grant everything to executive 
.authorit|r, to sacrifice to him the right which belongs to the 
people, to determine by its representatives what sums of 
pul:Aic money the administration shall be authorized to ex- 
pend, and to ensure its faithful application, saying ii would 
punish the province by rejecting the bills passed for die 
general welfare. He has gratified his vindictiveness by 
.using his power on members of the legislative council, in 
Qi^r to hare rejected in 1827, all Mils in regard to objects 
of charity and public utility. So many acts of oppression 
have excited throughout the province an insurmountable est- 
pression of mistrust ^ suspicion, and disgust for his adminis- 
tration."* 

The Gompiailits of the Canadians were listened to for a 
time i but Lord Dalhousie soon reappeared triumphantly in 
Lower Canada, and was fnrioas against the French party. 
It is to this worthy representative of British authority tfast 
we must attribute, in great part, the resolution taken by the 
Canadian patriots, to engage in a decisive contest widi 
England, and not to rest until justice should be rendered to 
them. 

It is important to remark, that the malcontents always 

* This article is quoted from tbe work of Isidore Lebrun, Tab. Stat, and 
PoL des dein Canadas. 
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took legal measures to obtain satisfaction, Petitions to 
Parltament— envoys from tbe official representatiyes to the 
ministry — respectful remonstrances presented at the foot of 
the throne — opposition in the House of Assembly, — all the 
means authorized by the Eng^sh constitution were tried by 
the Canadians, and were unsuccessful. The cabinet of St. 
James was deaf to the lamentations which came from the 
banks of the St. Lawrence. The demands of the petition* 
ers were met by a constant denial of justice. England 
forgot that in 1812, in the war against the United States, 
the French Canadians had fought faithfully against their 
Beighbors, who offered them liberty and free institutions. 
She forgot that the blood of the generous French flowed 
freely at Quebec and in many other battle-fields. Persecu- 
tion, contempt of their rights, the robbing of their funds, 
and daily humiliation, were the recompense of these loyal 
subjects, to whom Great Britain owed the preservation of 
her North American colonies.* 

We are not fearful of exaggerating the injuries received 
by the Canadians from England. We have rather fiiHea 
short of the truth, and if any one doubts it, let him rei^ 
IfOrd Durham's report to the British cabinet, while he held 
the station of Governor of the Lower Province of Canada. 
All the critical part of this report is true, and it contains a 
table of the sufferings of the Canadians, much more start- 
ling than that we have presented. Afler 1830, the oruelty 
of the imperial Parliament continued. Most of the bUls 
voted by the Houses of Assembly were returned with the 
royal veto. The patriots, vexed at not receiving their 

• In the war of Ameiiean iDdependence, the Canadians contrUmtcd 
powerfiiUy to defeat the enterprises of Generals Arnold and Montgomery. 

In 1812, Washington was burnt by the English: an act of ^ayage bar- 
barity, which roused the indignation of civilized Europe. The English 
army constantly invoked the alliance of the tribes of Indians ; and these 
ferodofus bands, committed, iu the name of Great Britain, atroiaties, the 
recital of which alone would make one shudder. These were the nseful 
amdllaries employed by the royalist leaders to rid them of their republican 
prisoners, after the most solemia ciqpitolatioiiB. 
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legitioiate demaads, decided to assui^e a more menacing 
attitude in the elections then to occur. In 1832, blood 
flowed at Montreal, and the commanders of the troop, who 
bad fired on the electors without previous notice, were ae- 
l^uitted. Two years afterwards, the Whig ministry, terri* 
fied by the refusal of the House of Assembly in Lower 
Canada to vote the supplies, ordered an illusory inquiry, to 
stifle the resentments of the indignant colonists. Lord 
Gosford, Governor of the Lower Province, attempted to 
follow in the footsteps of his predecessors, and filled up 
- the measure of his iniquities by levying taxes, notwithstand- 
ing the refusal of the budget by the House of Assembly. 

II. RESISTAKCE is ORGANIZEO) THE ENGLISH AUTHORI- 
TIES EXCITE INSURRECTION-^-DESTRUCTION OF THE CAR- 
OLINE, AND MASSACRE OP THE CREW. 

The Canadians had now come to that pass, when insur- 
rection is the most sacred of duties. Nevertheless, in 
order to have right on their side, they again had recourse 
to legal resistance. At the instigation of Papineau, the 
energetic leader of the opposition, a commercial league 
was organized against the English. All the French Cana- 
dians engaged by oath to abstain from using English manu- 
factures ; the products of the soil, together with what they 
brought from the United States, were sufficient for the con- 
sumption of the country.* The efifects of this combination 
were soon seen ; England was touched in }ier most sensi- 
tive part, her pocket. The authorities, perceiving that the 
receipts were extremely diminished, and feariilig that the 
colony would become by this means excessively onerous 
to the mother country, decided to excite an insurrection, for 
which the patriots were entirely unprepared. 

This is an important point to prove. Yes, the English 
excited the Canadian insurrection. It was not the poUcy 
4>f the French party to resist with umB. At a litter pooodi 
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doobtloM, tbey would liave been rednced to this p^Hoils 
extremity; but in 1837, tbey wisbed to try. a legal and 
passive contest. Tbe best proof of this is tne fact that 
when tbe first collision took place, tbe patriots were un- 
armed. On this point we bare consulted several Canadian 
leaders who took refuge in France, and all have confirmed 
our opinion in regard to tbe Jesuitism with which the Eng- 
lish government had urged the people to revolt. 

" I challenge the English government to deny,*^ says M- 
Papineau, in an historical work which we shall quote here- 
after, " when I affirm that none of us were prepared for, 
expected, wished,, or even anticipated an armed resistance. 
But the Ehglish government had resolved to rob the prov- 
ince of its revenue and its representative system ; it biad 
resolved to devote some of us to death, and others to exile ; 
it was for this that martial law was proclaimed, and the 
citizens were tried by court-martial for acts which it was 
decided some weeks before formed no ground for accusa- 
tion : founding the necessity of creating military^ tribunals 
cm the impossibility of obtaining sentence of deaih from the 
civil tribunals. Yes, once more the executive power, hav- 
ing ill view the interests of the metropolis, formed inhuman 
combinations against innocent men, which had been admit- 
ted to be illegal : the provocation came from it, bufthe in- 
eurrection was not lawful. We had resolved not yet to 
rebel. This has been proved to the government by our 
papers, which have been seized — a government which 
calumniates, in order to become persecutors.'* 

Thus the blood shed in this colony must fall on the 
heads of the British ministers and their representatives. 

The opposition in Parliament did not hope to obtain 
jnstice from tbe mother country, but it was not enfeebled. 
1 1 even began to inspire power with serious fears, when, on 
a certain day in 1837, Papineau, O^Callagban, and other 
persons of influence, were informed by a member of the 
council diat on the next day they were to be iaccused and 
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9iT!Q8te4« This Umely advice savcid the lives of mapy emi- 
nent patriots. Pappeau fied« and, after many dangers, ar- 
rived upon the frontier of the United States. A reward 
was offered for his head, but the indignation of the Cana- 
dians against power protected him in his flight, and every 
cottage opened to him its hospitable doqrs. On leaving 
his country with his colleagues, who were also proscribed, 
Papineau felt confident that an insurrection would occur j 
he did not know that after the leaders oC the French party 
had led, the government would excite an armed rebellion, 
in order to strike down the rest of the party. 

. About the same time, the authorities issued warrants 
against the patriots in the village near Montreal. The de- 
taqhments of soldiers who were commissioned to make 
these arrests, instead of carrying their prisoi^ers by a direct 
route to Montreal, made them take a long circuit, in order 
that the people of this district might witness the vengeance 
of Lord Gosford. The peasantry, seeing their brethren in 
irons, and surrounded by soldiers, attacked the trpops, and, 
after an obstinate resistance^ liberated the prisoners* This 
w^s the first blow struck. Power had succeeded in bring;- 
ing about a bloody collision ; it was satisfied, for now its 
plans could be executed. 

Combats, which were also provoked by the English, oc^ 
curred at St, Charles, St. Denis, and other villages in the 
district of Montreal. The governor now proclaimed mar- 
tial law* From this time, the populace was subjected to 
all the cruelties of a military regime — to all the violence 
of a siege. There was now no respect for laws, nor for 
the pledges inscribed in the constitution. The lives and 
property of the citizens were at the mercy of the despot at 
Quebec, who represented the royal authority. Terror 
reigned^ and the soldiery sent against the unarmed peas- 
antry used freely the iinpunity granted them by the proda^ 
m^tiim of Lord Gosford. 

At the firing of the first |[an in the Iiower Province, 
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Upper Canada revolted. Here were found not only Irish 
and foreign colonists, but also the English took up arms. 
The administration of Sir Francis Head, the governor of 
the province, had exasperated the inhabitants, no matter 
what nation they belonged to : thus the first spark of the 
flame was lighted by the criminal hand of Lord Gosford, 
and fired the train which incited the opposition itk the two 
a^acent provinces. 

Here we will record a base act, which of itself is suffix 
cient to cover the English authorities in this unhap{>y 
country with eternal ignominy. 

Two or three hundred of the insurgents of Upper Canada 
had taken possession of Navy Island, a short distance above 
the falls of Niagara. The English observed that a steam- 
boat passed frequently from the American shore to the 
island occupied by the patriots, and suspected that tho 
vessel carried provisions and ammunition to the rebels ; but 
of this there was no certainty. A detachment was ordered 
to destroy the suspicious vessel. In a dark night, some 
soldiers under the command of one M'Nab crossed the 
liver and came suddenly upon the Caroline, which was 
moored to territoiy belonging to the United States. These 
wretches attacked the crew while asleep, slaughtered sev- 
eral men, threw others overboard, set fire to the vessel, cast 
off her fasts, abandoned her to the current of the river^ 
which soon swept her over the falls. It was said that 
many of the crew found a grave in the foaming torrent of 
Niagara. The next morning, a dead body on the banks of 
Niagara apprized the citizens of the American republic that 
a frightful crime had been committed, under cover of the 
darkness of night, by the rulers of Canada. 

It was a shameful violation of the rights of nations, for 
if the English were sure that the Caroline carried previa* 
ions to the Canadians, they knew this was done by privat<i 
individuals, and not by the government of the United States, 
who had formalfy jirdhibited every act of hostility agtdnst 
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the possessors of Canada. Th^ vessel thea should hayp 
been captured in British waters, and the crew detained as 
prisoners of war. It was also an inexcusable crime, and 
AS eowardlj a» it was base: for the attack was made at 
night, at a time when the sailors oi the Caroline were 
asleep ; it was attended with horrid cireutnstan^es, such as 
the murder of unarmed men, and the destruction of the 
vessel in the foaming cataract. 

This expedition was extremely well received by the 
English authorities. The barbarous executors of the orders 
^ the government were publicly toasted at dinners, at 
.which the annihilation of the French Canadians and the 
republicans of the United States was, openly dr^nk ; an4 
further, M'Nab was knighted and presented with a sword, 
as a recompense for his noble valors 

Some months after, M*Leod, one of the heroes of this 
bloody adventure, had the impudence to go to a city of the 
United States, and boast of the nocturnal exploit in which 
he had taken part. He was arrested aiidira|^isQned. This 
circuiBstancQ caused a sharp correspondence between the 
cabinet at Washington and the British government : it is 
known that the English minister assumed the responsibility 
of the massacre and destruction of the Caroline, urging 
Ihat this 4>utrage upon the laws of humanity and the rights 
of nations was all only an aet of legitimate defence per* 
formed by subaltern agents, in accordance with the ac- 
knowledged interests of the home government* 

* This outrage inflicted by the ea1>inet of St. James upon the Americans 
ia the consequenoe ^ a system obstinately pursued smce the treaty of 
1783. Since that time, even -Ttfietn at peace, England has constantly in* 
trigued to cause a separation of the United States. It is this power whick 
has encouraged tile Indians in their warfare against the United States, and 
h6M dis&ihuted anna and ammoMtion to them. We Would also state that 
the £ogUsb har^ kfipt portions «f tenitory, m/Heh, hgr existiDg tieatks, 
fw^ht long since to have been given up to the Ameiica&s. 

35' 
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III. MISSION OP LORD DURHAM — ^DECEITFUL AMNESTY.. 

On learning these deplorable scenes in the two Canadas, 
the English government resolved to send to this colony a 
delegate with unlimited powers. The choice fell on LoTd 
Durham, an okL radical converted to ministerial doctrines. 

On arriving at Quebec, in May, 1838, the new dictatoV 
distinguished himself by the moat despotic acts. H6 
gathered around him perverse counsellors, who were de- 
spbed 1^ honcNTftble men for their public and private char- 
acter. We will now quote from a remai^cable article by 
M. Papineatt, published in the ** Revue des Progr^s,'* which 
thus describes the debut of the noble count i-^^ 

^ Of all the men hateful to the Canadians, not one was 
more justly so than the editor of the Montreal Herald. 
This man was a proud tory, named Adam Thorn, who for 
many years had abused all the whig ministers, and espe- 
cially Lord Durham. But as the John Bull was unable to 
feed the Malignity i)f Adam Thorn by its malic»>us anec^ 
dotes, his private or counterfeit correspondence, published 
the real or imaginary offences of all the liberals. 

'^ When it was known that Lord Durham was nominated, 
he complained bitterly. The bark of Cerberus was,iiow« 
ever, so offensive to the ear of the dictator, that he wa6 
fain to throw him the soporific cake. And a few weeks 
after the pompous debarkation of the viceroy, and because 
that he had been abused, Adam Thorn was his cotftisellor. 

" This man, who was only a passionate partisan, of mod- 
erate talents, became extremely furious when speaking of 
the French Canadians. Excited lyj a thirst for blood, his 
hatred then knew no bounds. For many yesurs, the pages 
of his paper had daily been sullied by outrages against the 
whole nation, and reiterated provocations to the assassina- 
tion of the most popular representatives. He had figured 
also as a leader in several contests which four years before 
had occurred at Montreal — contests between the English 
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magistratea aad tli« citizeB« who. opposed the e^ecutm 
power, in the elections of the House of Assembly, 

. ^* Adam Thorn ha4 organized the Doric Club, a club 
armed to put down the French Canadians, if the goverar 
ment granted them the object of their demands^ an elective 
legislative council. Fiv& months before hi^ accession to 
the counsels of Lord Durham, and while the prisons war* 
§Ued with Canadians, he wrote : ' The punishment of the 
leaders, however . agreeable it might be to the English 
inhabitants, would not produce so deep an impression, and 
one so useful to the spirit of the people, as the sight of 
strangers, in the house of every agitator in each, parish. 
The sight of the widow and children bewailing their, 
wretchedness arouQ^ ^^^ ^^^^ houses frqm which they have 
been dispossessed, would have a good effect. This meas- 
ure should not be delayed. Special commissioners should 
be appointed immediately to despatch the trials of the 
traitors now in prison/ " 

The same Adam Thomi three months before the arrival 
of Lord Durham, proclaimed death to four hundred people 
^ho were confined in a place large enough to accommodate 
only half the number. , He said that the government were 
culpable for deferring their trial ; that it was intended to 
deprive the Doric Club , of its prey ; that the Club was 
strong enough to do itself justice, in spite of the walls, 
prisons, and bayonets of the soldiers ; that the Club could 
punish as well as protect ; that it would grant but a short 
delay, after which it would be seen that its advice was not 
an empty menace. In fact, the plot became so frightful, 
that the authorities were obliged to fortify the prisons by 
additional works, and to double the guards. This is the 
wretch who sat at the table of Lord Durham, and assisted 
at his councils. t 

This fact foreshadowed what the English proconsul pro- 
posed to do to pacify the two insurgent provinces. The 

measures of Lord Durham exceeded the expectations even. 
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of hit flatterers. Adam Thorn mtmt hare been saddle 
with him. 

From remarks in the British Parliament, an amnesty had 
been expected. It was decreed in June, 1838 ; but it con- 
tained a singular restriction, viis., that erery one who had 
gone to another comitrjrto avoid arrest, was forbidden ta 
feturn, undmr pain of death. 

This strange amnesty excited general indignation. In 
the British House of Commons it waa severely critldsed. 
in the House of Lords, Lord Brougham» the personal ene- 
my of Lord Durham, remained, that the dictator of Canada 
had the right to except from the amnesty whoeirer he thought 
proper, but not to pronounce the penalty oi death simply for 
returning to the country. That part of the amnesty which 
had been the subject of discussion was annulled in July, 
and Lord Durham was immediately notified of it officially. 

The pride of the viceroy could not tolerate the inst^ 
offered by Parliament. Lord Durhani^ left his post in anger, 
resigning the power to Sir John Colbome, whom he had 
succeeded. 

Notwithstanding that the jMroscription of fhgitives was 
annulled hy Parliament, it was still exercised by Ihe Cana- 
dian authorities. A humble fugitive having attempted to 
return, was brought before the military tribunals. He ap^ 
pealed to the decision of Parliament, but was told that, not- 
withstanding this decision, the tribunals were free to inter- 
pret the amnesty as they chose. The accused owed his 
life only to his political obscurity, and was ordered to leave 
the colony immediately. 

IV.— SECOND INSURRECTION — ^BXECUTIONS — ^PILLAGE AND 
BURNINGS. 

The short admilnstration of Lord. Durham had been so 
dejdorable, that it had excited the wrath of the patriots o^ 
&e two provinees. Shortly after the sudden departure ot 
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Ihe dictator, an insurrectionary moyement occurred in 
Lower Canada. But those unfortunate people, to the num- 
ber of fifteen or twenty thousand, who had rallied at the 
eaU of some imprudent men, soon perceived that there tras 
BO organization; that arms were wanting; in short, that 
there was no hope.of success. They dispersed ; but the 
military authorities, who were prepared for it^ made many 
captures, and the ];Nrisons of Montreal and Quebec were 
iiUed with victims - 

About the same time, Upper Canada, which was also an*' 
noyed by the violence of the governor, again rose, and the; 
insurgents experienced the same fate as those of the lower 
province* 

Then a series of atrocities comm^nc^, foir which mar-- 
tial law served as a cloak. These two insurrections, whicl^^ 
had been so easily and promptly suppressed, served the 
English as a pretext for outrages upon the conquered and 
disarmed patriots. Villages and farms belonging to the 
proscribed were devastated and burnt. Many of the unfor-^' 
tunates were sent to prison ; others were sentenced to be 
transported to Botany Bay, like so many brigands. The 
executions were witnessed in silence by a people who^ 
were struck with terror. From this time, order reigned in 
the Canadas. 

The English government attempted to justify ^e: judicial 
murders committed by its order in an American colony ; 
but their necessity was never proved. . While the gibbets 
were erecting, the two provinces were subdued and paci* . 
fied. Power had then nothing, to fear fromthe patriots. 
Hence capital condemnations were inexcusable^ and Eng- 
land cannot wipe off this reprqach brought against her by 
civilized nations. . . , 

At the present moment, many Canadians, and even some 
Americans are doing penance at Sydney for their love gf^. 
liberty. ^ .. 

25* 
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V. — CONDUCT OP ENGLAND TOWARDS CANADA SINCE THB 
END OF THE INSURRECTION. 

Maxtial law remaimed in Ml foi*ee in Citnada, long after 
the Moody pacification of thid coimtiy. Under this legal 
sgis ^e vengeance of tbe victors was shown by eonfis^ 
canons, executions, and deeds of violence. The ministry 
had given fnQ powers to the colonial authdrities ; they used 
them freely and without any conscientious ecni|de9. Poa- 
let Thempsom, the actual govemor, followed the course of 
his predecessors. 

One act of iniquity had been committed against this un- 
happy country, favored by the tranquillity which has exist- 
ed there for two years. The two provinces have been uni- 
ted, and now form but one. This measure, a plan of Lord 
Dorham, to awaMow up the French population by the Brit- 
ishy has not, however, had the desired ej9ect. 

To give an idea of the odious character df this decision, 
we will ftimply state the elements of which the only elec- 
tive body in Canada will hereafter be composed. The 
lower province, which nnmbers eight hundred thousand in- 
habitants, nearly all oF whom are French, had eighty-eight 
depnttea; she now will have but ft»ty. Upper Canada, 
whose population (mostly of English or Irish) does not ex- 
ceed four hundred thousand, will send to the legislature 
about the same number of Representatives. Thus, the num- 
ber of representatives will be the same, although the popu- 
httion of one province is twice as great as the other ; but 
the French must be balanced by the British. 

-The conduct of the British government towards the Can- 
ada, may thus be summed up :--^ 

^Oppression and denial of jnstiee for a long period. 
Piofocs^ion'to revc^ AftrodDQaand unroeessBry severity 
after the re-establishment of order. The absorption of the 
; munerous class of the population by ike conquerors.** 
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'VI.^-^DlSAfiTROirS EFFECTS OF BNeLISH FOtlOIT IN TH^MIO^ 
VINCBS ADJACENT TO CANADA. 

Before qp&cluding this chapter, we propoae to glanco 
tftpidly at the situatioa of the other English colcHiies^of 
North America. We can thus form an idea ^f the st«^te ta 
which the poiicy of Great BrUaiQ has reduced the kind of 
empire in the new worlds belonging to this power. 

We shall merely present the testimony of Lord Durham^ 
who, in his report already mentioned, makes the following 
remarks in re^rd to Nova Scotia, New Brnnswickr an4 
Prince Ed ward's. Isle:* "The resources of these prpvin- 
ces, although numerous and varied^ are deplorably neglectr 
ed. Their mi^eraf^le population is extremely idle and 
squalid, and if some portions are better, it is biscause some 
cultivators pr cs^pitalists have come from the United States* 
In most of Nova Scotia you see houses abandoned, a^d 
farms going to waste. Lands purchased forty or fifty years 
since for five shillings the acre, can now be bought for three 
for the want of capital ; the inhabitants allow their fisheries 
to be carried away from their very doors by the Americuas. 
These provinces, with thirty millions of acres in superficies, 
although they were^colonized early, contain only two hun-> 
dred and sixty-six thousand inhabitants. What a contrast 
is to be seen on the adjacent borders. ^ 

*^ On the side of the independent Americans there is 
every appearance of productive industry, increase in wealth 
and progress in civilization ; on the side of the English, all 
is solitude and desolation. 

*^ This painful, but undeniable fact is apparent in every 

part of the frontier of more than four hundred leagues. The 

difference in the price of the land there is immense, often 

* NoYs^ Scotia and New Brunswick fonn' the vast province formerly 
known as Acadia. We stated at the commencem^t of this chapter, that 
twenty thousand inhabitants wore expeUed from this province after the 
tim^ of 1183. Piinee Edwaid's lab was caUfid by the French Iste St, 
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a tbott^and per cent., sometunes ^ven mor&^ The emigra-> 
tion from England, instead of remaining in their colonies, 
proceeds to the United States, and in this manner, Upper 
Canada, which under other circumstances would have at 
least five huadr^ thousand inhabitants, now counts only- 
four hundred thousand. So too with those emigrants who 
land at Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. Finding no en- 
couragement there, they continue their journey to ike Uni^ 
ted States. Many of the old colonists have done the same. 
• These are some of the lamentable results of the political 
and social evils which for so long a time have afflicted the 
Canadas, and now we are obliged to take immediate mea- 
sures against the alarming dangers of rebellion, and that 
depopulation which results from the desertion of people 
who are reduced to despair." 

'* These admissions come from a representative of the 
English government. The whole truth may be estimated 
by taking into account the moderation required of the author 
of the report, by his official title. Our limits oblige as to 
be concise, otherwise we should show that the English, 
from the first period of their rule, have attempted to root 
out and destroy by the use of ardent spirits, the natives who, 
when Wolfe captured Quebec, covered the soil of NeV 
France. Whole tribes of twenty thousand and thirty thou- 
sand individuals, have disappeared from Canada, thanks to 
the British government, who find by the extension of drunk- 
enness among the savages the most convenient mode of 
ridding themselves of dangerous subjects and neighbors. 
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CONCLUSION. 

If sttcceild cAn jtmtiiy crime-^if the results obtained can 
excuse the infamy of the means employed to accomplish 
them — ^Bngluid, to be excused, would only have to display 
her long list of spidiations, and to poi^t proudly to what she 
h^s gained. Here would be found enough to tempt less 
easy consciences, to encourage ambition even of less bold 
character. The political traders of Great Britain, thosie 
skilft^ ti^f&ckers in human ilesh, can cast i^ the balaiice 
sheet, and a IbNrn^dable list of people and territory will be 
fbund mi the credit side« Whekt England once plants her 
foot on a territory, she never leaves it. She develops lie)r 
resources^ advances, and daily adds to her landed acquisi- 
tions: the population is destroyed, sometimes by arsenic, 
as in New Holland — sometimes by opium, as in China, 
or they are reduced to slavery. tShe makes her depreda- 
tions a light, her piiUcies a title ; she identifies herself so 
^roughly with tW soil, that thieire is no longer a place i^r 
the naitives ; and the cry of usurpation is heard when the 
disabused people claim the inheritance of their fathers. 

At the beginning of this century, the English poRsessetf 
only a small island in the Mediterranesm. None of tfaei!r 
fleets were to be found in those waters which they ndw 
INTetend to govern. The first squadron s^t there was to 
arrest the march of the French armies in the East towards 
^ land of the Pharaohs, and afterwards to prevent ^e* 
communication of Prance with its new colony. But the^ 
sight ^rf'afew vessds, bearmgthe tri-coloredflag, in ihetw<f 
stttftU ports of Suez and Cosseir, opetterd their eyes. The* 
geftinar ef BtftimA soto uAderstckMr dt« itt|A)rt&06e 61 itt» 
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isthinuQ and Red Sea, as the political and commeicial route 
from Gibraltar to the Indies. From this time, England has 
nerer quitted the Mediterranean. 

These spoliations were facilitated b^r the complaisance 
of the European powers ; and the congress of Vienna re- 
cognised her sovereignty over Malta and the Ionian islands, 
without inquiring into her claims. 
.. We must, not forget that the fimt war commenced .^y 
England against France was ta. {»otect the interests of Holr 
land« Under this pretexj^ the I^lish ittt];Qdttc«d their> 
troops iato the opulent island of Ceylon, drove out from it 
tl^. garrison of their. allies, and have never left it sinc^.. 
The Cape of Oood Hope was usurped in the same oumner. 
9jad l^y the same allies \ and the Cape and Ceylon were de*. 
Uvered 1^) to England by the congress of Yiez^im which 
was always ready to sanption vi<^ence and treachery. 
. But if England has profited by the troubles of war to in-^ 
t^oduce hereielf secretly to her allies and. rob ithem, sh^ 
avails herseilf sJso of the leisure of- peace to found new es-* 
tablishmejits in remote lands. The possession x>f Ardcia 
gave bar the control of th^ Red Sea ; mistresEi of Buahire^ 
she commands the Peri»an Gulf, and th« mouths ^ the^ 
Tigris and Euphrates. Aided by the possession of th^ 
M^alonian islands, she commands the Straits tof Magellan $ 
irom the 8trm.mit of the rock of Gibraltar, ^be surv^a the 
Pillars of Hercules \ Heligoland gives her th^ mouth of 
Ibe Elbe \ Jersey and Guernsey, access to France ; in the 
Antilles, she surrounds with her numerous positions the 
splitary islands of Martinique and Guadaloupe ;> the bom•^ 
bardment of Beyroot and St. lepin d'Acre threw her gajrpi* 
^na on the <K)ast of Syria ; and the insurrection of Candia, 
fomented by her, will doubtless bring tb» ii^nd under th0 
Ionian protectorate. The po|wer of Britain is seen in every 
sea visited by a merchant-vessel^ and whatever shores it 
visi^, it passes under the cannon of a British fortress, 
£iigI«Ad had stajtionsd, hiwf^ qn all thq greAt gyintimfr 
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tout^s, ie^y to 'dispuie Unqt {wssikge ; iihe kan licH^iied 
lierself in every strail aiad pa0S,^re«dy to ckMie ^um ky « 
efaaifi of ress^s. 

Aa intrepid trareller, a greedy jackal, fingfand expknres 
*#i^ry coast and tiodr, and turnft^ta het adTaatage the dk- 
eoveries of gengrapliy fnd tlier progres* of scienee, Juoiong 
the great riireFB of the world, one only has escaped hec »* 
searches ai^ power. The Niger, whose abundant waters 
.wash the tmlaiownoonnttiesof central Africa, could neither 
be ^aced in its conMe^ nor could its soturce be £t>ond. by 
Bttfopean exploir^nrr; its ii^osj^l^ banks repelled Ihe 
ftdrances of scteoee^ and^ Ufurdereus chmate ^destrc^ed 
the hardy traveller who might escape the cniel^ ol the na- 
tives. The bold adrentwrers who dared to penetrate into 
it never returned, and the secret of. their discoveries re- 
mains buried with them in those mysterious plains whioh 
have not yet given ap their dead. 

The traditions of antiquity, and the narratives of the 
Arabian merchants, who extended their caravans into: the 
interior of Africa, stated that in the centre of Nigrtda was 
a large river, the waters of which passed through numefons 
and populous countries. But how could one arrive lU this 
river without passing through savage and hostile people? 
What seas received the tributary waters and coonnonicated 
with it, it was impossible to say. Accident, one of those 
umple ins{nrations which rise among the chikbrm ^ the 
people when all the calcidations of science have failed, 
finaUy made this great discovery; Two English sailors, 
the brothers Lander, arrived on the banks of the Niger» em- 
barked upon it, anE then abandoned themsdves to the cur- 
rent. They passed through coumries which were unknown 
even by name, and finally came into the Athintic ocean. 
From that time, the river was open. Central Africa be- 
: longed to that Emropean peoj^e who could ascend the Ni- 
ger. The British ^^abmet fully undorvfeood this, and took 
■ ineasuxeato pwsae their new cgnqnest. For thia^ it was 
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MoMsuy to oovmmd iAe vumA of dM rum, wni to dose 
4t mgatast a^r EwopeaaB. Bn^iid IdM do tiine. 1^ 
Niger 4^08 into the Bay of Biafra, 9^ dM iMHtom of the 
CNdl of Oman. Tbie bay eoBtaiBS aevof ai irianda^ mtu- 
atod at verywieqoai diataneea from t]ie moiitha of the gieoit 
Aftioaa river. The neaieal and laifeot ia tbe iahmd of Fer- 
nando Po, whidi^ by ita extent and potttismy oommanda aU 
theotfaaie. Thta inland helonga to Spatn. Now Englaad 
had oent to the aid of oonatiintional Spain a Briti^ i^§[ioii, 
eompoaedof the refnae of her popisdation, who were more 
distinguiahed kx their Mcoeaaea than their ral^. . Aeeord- 
ing to the aecoimta of the chancellor,, there w«re etill aizty^ 
thousand pounda daeto these vaUant soUiers. The Eng- 
hA gOTermnent, than^re, propoaed io theconrt st Madrid 
to r^eaae them from this payment, &»r the oesaion of the 
ialanda of Fernando Po and Anaobmiv situated in the Bay 
of Biafra. This latter i^md is mu(sh amaUer, and further 
fom the month of the Niger ; but they endose between 
them the two Portngaese isluids Princes and St. Thomas, 
so thai the posseaaien of Fernando Jgo and Annobon eom- 
nands thia aaudl arohipelagD. Althongh the Spanish cortee 
tcgectedthe prepoaition of England^yet &e Engliahhare 
oomaMnoed an eetaUishment in the island of Fomando Po, 
and, in oar optnion, will not be disposed to leaiire it. They 
wifl not be discooraged by the' firat reihsal, bat will remain 
Ihete, eith«r by teee or stratagem. From this, k is easy 
teimd«ntand the importanee of the arrangement thns {nto* . 
posed to ^aia. England wished to become master of the 
nmndi of the }%ar, and coaaeqaendy of central Africa. 
The islanda of Fernando Po uid Annobon w«re ^ be the 
cenlrea of trade and fortreases. Africa, Use the whole of 
Aaiatic India, woald be a tributary to Great Britain ; >and 
die Niger, the course of which waa ao fisxtunataiy Abcqv* 
ered, and which ahoald have been deroted to science^ is 
eponsd od^ to the eoiMnercial speeidatiens of £a|rland. 
In Older the better to cloak ita 
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Bfkish govenunent asserts that it makes those coB^uests 
QDly m the spirit of Christian philanthropy, and in ordei 
to break up the slave-trade, which it cannot do by its fleets, 

in fact, whenever a generous idea rises up in the bosoms 
of its citizens, the government turns it to political account, 
and the charity of individuals becomes an instrument for 
the acquisition of new power. Its hypocritical combinations 
have even caused one to doubt the sincerity of those whose 
views it h^ advanced; and from the manner in which the 
moral ideas are carried out, a perfidi^ms understanding has 
been suspected between its preachers and politiciftna* 

Thus, when generous men raised their voices in parlia- 
ment against the slave trade, the whole world was seduced 
by that noble disinterestedness, which advocated the liber« 
ation of so many who had so long been disinhe^ted ; but 
when the English government profited by this Christian 
manifestation to destroy the French colonies, to invite the 
blacks of St. Domingo to insurrection, to impose the tyran- 
ny of its visits upon the vessels of every nation, it was |»roo 
per to mistrust this {^ianthropy, and while one would ren- 
der justice to Wilberforce, he must sigh for the abuses with 
which his exhortations have been followed. 

Even now, a new association is formed at London, with 
a view to the abolition of slavery, and the development of 
civilization in Africa. It looked to the region of the Niger. 
We certainly would not doubt the sincerity c^ its founders, 
but from the eclat attending this enterprise, we must look 
upon it with suapidion, particularly in consequence of the 
active part taken by the cabinet of St. James in thisphilaa* 
thropic work. In fact, on the first requisition of the asso- 
ciation, ^e government consented to send three steamboats 
fo ascend the Niger, and found upon its banks establish- 
ments who will enter into permanent relations with its Af- 
rican population. Now we know what are the relations of 
the English goveiament with the populations among whom 
it phnts ite standufd. And although the first attempts at 
26 
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founding these estabHslunents hare been tmsaccessfbl, yat 
England will never desist from her elTorts, until iibie Bridah 
flag wares over Africa, as it now does over India* 

One has only to connect the announcement of this expe- 
dition with the negotiation opened with the Spanish gov- 
ernment in regard to the Island of Fernando Po and Anno- 
bon, and we have the secret of British generosity ; and one 
can thus explain why a nation who has millions dying of 
want within, her borders, and subjected to privations and 
sufferings, cruelties, and indigmties, which are never inflicted 
on any slave, should be actuated by such tender regard fcv 
the blacks of Central Africa. 

These nations whom it is pretended to regenerate, will 
soon set a proper value upon the protection of England, and 
Will soon find out the expense of her sympathy. While 

* The fcdlowing account of the temnnation of the Niger expedition, it 
firom an Kni^lish coiKspondent of the London Times at Cape Coast Castle t — 

" The Wilberforce, yon will recollect, was here in March last, at which 
time Captain W. Allen was preparing to re-ascend the Niger, to look after 
the ' Model Farm' people, and if possible, to do something to retriere the 
ftme of tbs expedition. He proceeded hence to Ferdinand Po, to fit oat 
the Soudan, to accompany him. While he was still lying there, the Kite 
steamer arrived with orders from government that only one ressel was to 
go up the river, and that she was only to have on board four or five white 
men at most. Her only object in going up was to be the biiilging back the 
people left at the farm. On receiving these orders Captain Allen and most 
of the officers and crew went on board the Kite for a passage to England. 
The other commissioner (Cook) went home by the Golden Spring. The 
Wilberforce, under charge of her present commander (Lieutenant Webb), 
proceeded up the river, and found the < Model Farm' a very perfect model 
of disorganization. 

<< Thejblacks who had been left at tf, having plenty of eotoriea (species of 
iNdia riiett used as money) and goods, voted themselves to be independeut 
country gentlemen, and mana^ to get hold of a lot of natives vohom they 
coolly made slaves of, and whom they compelled to work on the farm, each 
gentleman being provided with a cat, or slave-drtver's whip, the -better to en- 
■ farce obedience. The model farmer himself (Carr, Iffother of the Chief 
Justice of Sierra Leone) has never been heatd of, and had, as it afterward* 
appeared, been killed somewhere near the mouth of the river.'' 

Here it is admitted by an i^nglish writer, that an expedition sent into 
Central Africa by a society for the abolition of slavery, and with the sans 
tton and aid of the British govermnent, oefuoay sffttbtoftsd a«Im«>bc^ 
Comment is unnecessary. 
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JEIagland is thus quietly laying the foundation of her Afri- 
can empire, her indefatigable ambition has endeavored to 
shorten the distance betvireen the immense empires which 
it occupies from Delhi to Calcutta. England has even ex- 
tended her hand to her old rival, Russia, and come with 
^hiyalric devotion to offer her men and vessejs to chastise 
a rebel vassal on the cqast of Syria, who compromised the 
safety of the Ottoman empire. For En^and to contend for 
a principle would certainly be something new. But those 
who look into the subject will see tha| ^yria is the surest 
and most direct route to the Anglo-Indian possessions, and 
that Mehemet-Ali, the possessor of Syria, might be formid- 
able. As Beyrout and St Jean d'Acre would form excellent 
militaiy positions in the Mediterranean, Be3rrout and St. 
Jean d'Acre must be occupied by British troops. Thus 
the treaty of the 15th of July became an insult to France, 
and also a profitable speculation for England. 

This fortunate expedition was also in accordance with 
views which had been entertained for a long time. Eng- 
land wished to proceed to India by the Red sea. F(»r many 
years, it had explored and surveyed its coasts. The amount 
of money expended upon this work (four millions) proves 
the importance attached to it ^ but it was so<»i ascertained 
that this route presented serious difficulties. For four 
months in the year, the monsoons rendered the navigation 
uncertain and dangerous, at all times the coasts were diffi- 
cult of access, and inhospitable ; there was no trace of coal, 
and finally the navigation was always at the mercy of the 
pacha of Egypt. England then resolved to turn her atten- 
tion to Syria, and the Euphrates. 

The first documents in regard to this latter point were 
obtained by a base fraud. A Frenchman, M. de Laccaris, 
was sent by Napoleon to explore Mesopotamia and the Eu- 
phrates ; he had collected many documents showing that 
the passage might be made to India by the Orontes, Aleppo, 
and the Euphrates. The papers of M. de Laccaris were 
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Stolen from him at Alexandria in 1814, and sent to the Eng-^ 
lish consul. Fortified by these Valuable instructions, the 
British cabinet verified the projects of Laccaris by its 
agents. In 1835, Captain Chesney descended the Euphra* 
tes and the Tigris to Bombay, and found them navigable in 
every part. It was then necessary only to connect the 
Euphrates with the Mediterranean. Now, the Orontes, 
which empties into this sea, is also navigable to Lattaquia 
(the ancient Antioch) ; from the borders of the Orohtes, the 
rout^ is very easy tQ Aleppo, as it is from Aleppo to the 
borders of the ]^uphrates. Hence, the route to India was 
opened without much effort. The old port of Seleucia, 
situated at the mouth of the Orontes, requires some labor, 
and the roads of Alexandria, at its mouth, can contain large 
fleets. Finally, at the foot of Mount Taurus, abundance of 
coal and iron is found, surrounded by forests of oak and 
other wood. Hence, it is easy to »ee the powerful inter- 
est of England, in establishing herself on the coast of Syr« 
ia, under pretence of maintaining the integrity of the Otto- 
man empire. Faithful to its old habits, it robbed the allies 
it came to defend, and the importunities of Lord Palmersfon 
were so profitable, that even the Tories did not object. 
The humiliation of France, and aggrandizement of England, • 
were the results of that solemn mystification, called the 
treaty of July 15 ! 

The consequences of this diplomacy were soon seen. 
Lieutenant Campbell was ordered at Bombay to ascend ^e 
river, which Captain Chesney had descended, and his suc- 
cess opened the route from India to S3nria. It was then 
seen that in sixteen days one could go from Bombay to 
Beles, at the northern extremity of Mesopotamia, near Alep- 
po, forty-five leagues from the Mediterranean. From Beles 
to Alexandretta is a distance of only three days, and the voy- 
age from Alexandretta to Liverpool can be made in fifteen 
days. Hence, one month of continual navigation connects 
the vast possessions of India with the metropofis. 
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The population oa the borders of the Tigris and Euphra- 
tes will soon come under the British yoke. At Bagdad, 
which is already the centre of operations, is an English 
consul who is guarded by a company of Indian sepoys. 
His house is situated on the Tigrisi and is surrounded by 
a fortified wall^ at the foot of which the exploring vessels 
are moored. 

In a few years, the English will be masters of the mar- 
ket of this city, and also those of Bassora and Aleppo, 
which are the depots of Diarbekir and Kourdistan, of a 
part of Syria, the whole of Mesopotamia, and Persia* In 
this manner a new continent is usurped ; and while the < 
British government expels the French from a miserable 
island, which served them as an hospital, it prepares for its 
merchants a new commercial market which will consume 
fifteen millions worth of goodsf. ^ 

. But it is not simply these immense commercial conquests 
which endanger Europe. Another result much more im^ 
portant, is that England is increasing to a great degree, her 
military power. Hitherto her fcnrces have consisted in 
fleets and money. But her armies have been commercially 
inferior to those of the great European powers. But in her 
Indian possessions she possesses an army of one hundred 
and eighty thousand sepoys, excellent soldiers, and better 
disciplined than the British troops. From this time, by th^ 
new route she can bring these formidable auxiliaries into 
Europe, and appear in the field of battle with a power she . 
has never before possessed. Let Europe, let France take 
warning. The Anglo-Indian empire will . extend from the 
banks of the Mediterranean. The ancient kingdom is to 
become an appendage to the states taken from the Grand 
Mogul 'j the proud rivers of Babylon will sunender their 
tributaries to the flag which waves over the fertile waters 
of Bengal, and this primitive world of oriental civilization 
will be only one vast market opened to the speculations 
and avidity of British, qommerce. 

26* 
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If these audacious politicians would conteni themselTes 
by distant expeditions which open new markets for industry 
and afford a new recompense for labor^ one might view 
their combinations with some degree of favor. It must be 
admitted that this commerce brings men in contact, and is 
a step towards the realization of the unity of the humaa 
family. But the government of St. James is not influenced 
by any such considerations. It only desires a market for 
ElDglish manufactures, and while it establishes this market 
in Asia and Africa by the sword and by oppression, it acts 
in Europe by intrigue and corruption. Impatient of all com- 
^petition, and jealous of success, it wages war upon rival in- 
dustry, and paralyzes every effort but its own. Wo to 
those people who have accepted England's interested pro- 
tection ! Portugal allowed herself to be imposed upon by 
this ruinous patronage, and Portugal has witnessed the de« 
siruction of her manufactures, the ruin of her industry. Inr 
active, and condemned to live on external products, it is 
(Hily a depot for British manufactures. Even the riches of 
its fine soil are under the tyranny of its rulers ; for its mocA 
fertile fields belong to English companies, and it has be* 
come tributary to the stranger even for its natural produc- 
tions. ^ 

Spain also has felt the sad benefits of this alliance^ even 
when the British government sent its armies to free her 
from Imperial rule. One fact has escaped mi^ch notice, 
because the historians have dwelt upon th^ more important 
events of tiie war ; it is this, that the ravages designedly 
committed by the English in the manufacturing towns of 
their allies, were much more fatal to Spain than all the con- 
quests of the French invasion. How many goods were 
burned by the British? How many manufacturers were 
ruined on their march ? The war of the peninsula was 
conducted in such a manner as to make the industry of 
England as necessary to Spain as her armies ; it was a 
campaign waged by the British against the internal industry 
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of Spain, as well as against her foreign enemies. Hence, 
tlie ravages committed by her professed enemy, were re- 
paired long since ; but the wounds inflicted by their ally 
are still bleeding, and will require many years to heal. 

Since the peace, the British government has neglected 
no means to avail themselves of this market by this fraudu- 
lent alliance. It intrigues against those manufactures which 
had been established. Every one knows the machinations 
of its agents in the manufacturing cities of Catalonia. We 
all know, that the laborers of Barcelona excited by Colonel 
Mitchell, committed outrages which endangered all the 
manufacturers of this imperial city ; they organized clubs ; 
discussed openly the subjects of a tariff, pay, hours of la- 
bor, and threatened the manufacturer with death, if he did 
not comply with their demands. Many manufacturers were 
ruined by these demands, and the workmen did not discov- 
er the perfidy of these anarchical councils, until they found 
themselves to be the first victims of them. 

The English, however, pursued their destructive projects 
with relentless constancy. Whenever Spain, exhausted by 
civil wars, attempted to negotiate a loan, England offered 
money ; but these offers were attended by a treaty of com- 
merce,* which was a treaty of ruin. And the English gov- 

* EQgland has pursued the same course towards Mexico that she did 
towtttds Spidn, and in due time will add California to her territory, ia^ 
payment for loans made to Mexico. A late writer in the New York 
Courier and Enquirer remarks : — 

<< It is understood that the district of California was o£fered by the 
Mexican government to that of Great Britain, in payment of a debt, 
amounting to JC13;000,000 j but as the BritUk government hcu a mort' 
gage upon the custom-house duties of Vera Cruz, wMch is the principal port, 
of entry for Mexico, it declined the cession. This information ia beUevod 
to be correct, as it was rumored in the best-informed circles in the city of 
Mexico, and believed to be derived from a source entitled to the fhUest 
credit. It is well known that Mexico possesses an extent of tenitory be» 
yond her ability to control. The district of California is densely filled 
with savage and warlike Indians : and it should not be matter for surprise 
if Mexico, with an exhausted treasury, knowing her inability to protect 
and populate this district, should be disposed to cede it in Uipiidation of 
the heavy claims of citizens of other nations against her." 
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ernipent did not attempt to disguise its views : for ia the 
treaty made with Spain, to enable Mendizabal to obtaia a 
loan from Great Britain, the extinction of Spanish industry 
had been foreseen so thoroughly, that he had stipulated for 
a portion of the loan to be paid to the operatives of Cata- 
lonia. 

The course pursued by England was the same as that of 
the usurers, who prepare beforehand for the ruin of those 
whom they pretend to assist. In the eye of the British 
politician, a contract made is always the same as a battle- 
ground : a treaty of alliance always conceals some act of 
spoliation. Still more recently, Prussia has been victimized 
by one of those dfplomatic transactions, under the appear- 
ance of friendship. 

J^otwithstanding the extent of territory gained by Prussia 
by the treaty of the congress of Vienna, she had not ac- 
quired the influence formerly possessed by Frederick the 
Great« Saxony, which was then under its rule, had be- 
come independent ; Poland, which had supplied her with 
men and money, was now a Russian province ; the Hanse- 
atic cities, which commanded several ports of the Baltic 
and the North Sea, were under the influence of England 
4pd Austria. Driven from the markets in Asia by the pro 
hibitory system adopted by Russia — arrested in her agri 
cultural pursuits by the poor-laws of England — ^her farmers 
and manufacturers were threatened on all sides. Insulation 
was a serious danger to her. 

She then saw that it was necessary to oppose to the in- 
fluence of Russia and England an imposing mass of forces 
and interests : and therefore appealed to German nationali- 
ty, and attempted to combine in one league all the small 
states around her. The internal custom-houses, Bsid the 
numerous regulations of the intermediate states, checked 
the developments of industry, and the happiness of the pop- 
ulation. Prussia succeeded in removing these barriers, 
and in 1833 she had established a uniform system of 
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^ustom-noose regulations for most of the German states, 
with a view to their union in one body and under one flag 
—-satisfied that commercial harmony would lead the way to 
political unity. 

Until this time, England had not been uneasy at an asso-* 
ciation, the developments of which had been so slow and . 
difficult. But it was soon proposed to establish a navy, 
which might enable the German Customs Union to provide 
itself for the wants of its own commerce. A common flag 
was to float over the vessels of all the states of this associ- 
ation. The English cabinet then became alarmed; the 
common flag terrified them. The Union#ad already driven 
the English merchants from the markets of Germany. The 
creation of a new marine woulc^ close the ports of the 
Baltic against them. It was necessary to rebut these dan- 
gerous ideas of maritime independence, or to paralyze them 
by an union with them. The latter mode was the surest, 
and that most in accordance with the perfidious nature of 
the British cabinet. 

It therefore hastened to conclude a treaty with the Han- 
seatic cities, and then oflered to make a treaty with the 
German Union. This was a great triumph for the Unioi^ 
to force into an alliance a nation which had hitherto dic- 
tated laws to all the markets ; and the Union accepted, per- 
haps too easily, a contract, all the advantages of which were 
on the side of England. 

In fact, the first article stipulates that the duties of im- 
port and export shall be reciprocal on national vessels 
loaded with natural and manufactured articles, coming from 
the countries ruled by the contracting parties. This clause 
seems to confer equal rights, but this is extremely decep- 
tive : for England exports to Germany all her native pro- 
ductions, her colonial products, and even the foreign pro- 
ducts of all parts of the world ; she can carry merchandise 
to the value of two hundred and twenty millions of pounds. 
The German Union, oii the contrary, can only export her 
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own products, amounting to fifty or aixty millioA. It is 
seen that the balance is sufficiently favorable to the mer- 
chants of Great Britain. 

The treaty, also, wh%n it was published on the 5th of 
May, 1841, excited many complaints, especially in the cen- 
tre and south of Germany. The eastern proyinces, devoted 
entirely to agriculture, were not displeased with a treaty 
which ensured them a market for their products. But the 
central and southern provinces, where industry had taken 
so rapid a start, will have now to /Sustain a ruinous compe- 
tition with England, which has provided new consumers for 
its formidable ariuf^ of producers. 

Besides the direct profits gained by Great Britain in this 
commercial treaty, not a small advantage is that of introdu- 
cing discord and divisiofi among the German states, hith- 
erto so closely united. In fact, the southern and central 
provinces, who live by manufactures, are indignant at the 
treaty, while the eastern provinces are well pleased with it. 
There is an open strife between the agricultural and manu- 
facturing interests. The association, hitherto strong in its 
unity and harmony, is now severed by English intervention, 
and is injured not only in its material and temporary inter- 
4bts, but also in the moral power resulting from its harmo- 
ny. Although but a short tirpe has elapsed since this fatal 
alliance was foritied, yet its existence is already compro- 
mised by the fatal breath of English policy. 

It was the wish of England for the German Union not to 
create a marine, and she has succeeded : for England hai 
become the great carrier of the Baltic. This, however, is 
certain : that if England could not have prevented the 
formation of a marine, she would soon have destroyed it by 
a war ; for its first principle is to consider &s an enemy 
every power that builds vessels. Its jealous eye is upoa 
every dock-yard, and, in her view, every vessel which floats 
violates her territory — ^the ocean. This is the secret of its 
^ hatred and friendships. If the pacha of Egypt has mer- 
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ited its anger, it is because he lias built a fleet ; if she at- 
^ tacked the sidtan at Navarino, it was because he had added 
new forces to the Turkish marine : if she exercises the 
right of search upon American vessels on the coast of Af- 
rica, and does all she ca^ to break up American commerce 
in the African continent, it is because the navy of the young 
republic is rapidly gaining strength and importance. 

The official piracy of the government of England is imi- 
tated in every part, and it is seen even in the fishing-vessels 
which trespass upon the territory of France. Smuggling, 
too, is boldly carried on by the English on the Spanish 
coast, where the authorities are braved,^nd the people are 
-put down by brute force. While the Spanish factqries are 
destroyed by the treaty of commerce, the cabinet of St. 
James throws its patriot soldiery on its banks ; and in order 
that no doubt may exist as to its complicity, they are permit- 
ted to retreat into the port of Gibraltar. Every day reveals 
some new fact of depredations and insolent* tyranny ; every 
shore bears testimony to her commercial rapacity and c(m- 
stant usurpations. The changes in the British cabinet, 
however, have not changed its external policy : Whigs and 
Tories pursue the same course ; for Whigs and Tories a^ 
only the different shades of the same tyranny — ^the modifi- 
cations of the same idea. Of these two rival parties, that 
which is the most popular is not that which is the most to 
be feared ; and whenever one party commences reform, it 
( is because its power is perceived to be decreasing, and 
its influence to be on the wane. The Tories did not grant 
Catholic emancipation until all Ireland had conspired to 
separate (rom England ; and the Whigs would not assent to 
a reform of tk»- corn-laws until they had lost their majority 
in Parliament. The existence of the ministry was meas- 
ured before they ascertained that bread was too dear. it. 
is not, then, to be regretted that this tardy expiation could 
not save them. They labored much less for the people than 
for themselves • and doubtless if the danger had passed, 
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they would soon deceive those who trusted too readily to 
them. But the last contests have demonstrated the com- 
plete similitude between their morality and that of their ad- 
versaries. Certainly, in*view of what has occurred, neither 
party can reproach the other, and both parties have gained 
figr themselves an unenviable notoriety by the scenes of 
corruption witnessed at the hustings. Tories and Whigs, 
obstinate Conservatives, and sudden Reformers, have in- 
vited the people to scandalous orgies. It is with the purse 
in hand that they demonstrate their right to seats in Parlia- 
liament ; it is gold which decides the merit of legislators. 
The electoral ma^lBt is open ; the candidates make secret 
inquiries concerning each other, to know the sums, which 
they are respectively prepared 4o expend. Bayers and 
sellers are mutually engaged in this monstrous corruption, 
and the nation belongs to the highest bidder : the lichest 
men are the most suitable for Parliament. It is in England 
particularly that money presents an irresistible argument ; 
the majority in Parliament is emphatically the balance of 
the pecuniary forces of the two parties.* 

Thus all is deceit in this government ; even the repre- 
sentative system, which it boasts of having first introduced, 
9 reduced to be a scandalous comedy and a shameful busi- 
ness transaction. Melbourne and Peel, Palmerston and 
Aberdeen, all follow the same principle ; they traffic to 
govern. Corrumpere et corrumpi smculum vocant. 

The defeat of the Whigs, then, is regretted neither by 
morality nor humanity ; and if France has nothing to gain 
from those who have attained power, she had nothing to 
lose by those who have lost it. On every occasion, the 
Whig cabinet has exhibited a jealous malev(^®^^® ^^^ ^* 
Solent hostility towards France, and has claimed the grati- 
tude of the British nation for attacks upon her. Whea 
Belgium became an independent nation, in 1831, and de- 
manded to be united with France, who prevented this anioDi 
which was ordaipod by the nature of things, and bjr the 
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wishes 6f the people ? When, after ten yeais of suffering, 
during which Belgium saw her industry confined and wast- 
ing daily, she entreated France to aid her in the establish- 
ment of custom-house regulations oh her commercial fron- 
tiers — ^when she solicited permission to live as a manufac- 
turing country, if not as a commercial state — ^who opposed 
it ? Who excited Europe against France for miJung a 
commercial treaty ? Who excited the signers of the treaty 
of Vienna against an industrial treaty between Paris and 
Brussels 1 It was the Whigs, who, by their intrigues, 
.threats, and secret instigations, consummated the ruin of 
Belgian industry ; while at the same time they entered into 
ruinous competition with French commerce. 

In Spain, the Whigs have proclaimed the errors of the 
blind or perfidious French diplomatists, making enemies 
of those who were formerly friends. France has now 
nearly lost her influence in the peninsula ; the French name 
is despised, when it is not cursed, and this sad prerogative 
is owing to the plots of the Whigs as much as to the mis- 
takes of French policy. They have organized hatred 
against France ; they have hired detractors of her glory, 
and calumniators of her former loyalty ; and the better l» 
secure the success of their falsehoods, they have prevented 
all intercourse between the envoys of the French govern- 
ment and all those who exercise an influence in the aflairs 
of the peninsula. 

Need we recur to the treason of the 15th of July ? Was 
it not a Whig who addressed to France those insolent provo- 
cations, the terms of which still grate upon our ears ? Was 
it not a Whig who said that France was chained down by 
the treaties of 1815, and could not even complain against 
her jaOers, lest England should send a fleet against her 
maritime cities ? 

. No ! France has no cause to feel grateful to a cabinet 
which yields to the efforts of a corruption deeper but not 
more inveterate than its own. On the other hand, it wovld 
27 
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be rash to congratulate herself upon this change in the cabi- 
net, for it is not a political modification ; it is only a Aimily 
quarrel, where the domestic tyrant has been changed, al- 
though the tyranny remains the same* Our accusations 
have lost nothing of their force under the heirs of Canning 
and Grey, and they ought not to be hushed towards the in- 
heritors of Pitt and Castlereagh. 

Let it not be thought that we wish, in a vain spirit of 
military ambition, to invoke unnecessary wars, and to aspire 
to personal triumphs. We do not admit it ; the people now 
wiah for order and peace ; they desire other glories than 
the glories of arms, and covet other conquests than those 
of territory. But we demand the extinction of that English 
oligarchy which causes misfortune and disorder in every 
part of the globe. England alone now sanctions violence 
and perpetuates spoliation ; she alone distuibs the security 
of nations, and brings the peace of the world into question. 
Let the world, then, gain peace by one more war. Seize 
in their stronghold those pirates, to whom is attributed a 
monopoly of crime. Assemble, under the flag of civiliza- 
tion and justice, every nation which has an account to settle 
with the arrogant aristocracy of Britain. Call together the 
formidable cohorts of victims, from North America to the 
East Indies — from the Gulf of Mexico to the Mediterra- 
nean — from the North Sea to the Cape of Good Hope ! 
Men of every race will come to assist in punishing the 
common enemy ; and every nation in the world will seem, 
in the eyes of the expiring oligarchy, to repeat in turn 
those fated words which rang in the ears of Richard the 
Third — " DssPAiRf and die !" 



THE END. 
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